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1900 
 

LLANELLY WORKHOUSE 
ROMANCE  

The banns have been published of 
a marriage to take place between 
two patients in the sick ward of 
the Llanelly Union Hospital. The 
bride- groom is 52 years of age 
and the bride 22. 

(South Wales Daily News 5th January 1900) 

 
 

LLANELLY PISTOL 
ACCIDENT. 

Efforts to extract the shot from 
the body of the lad William 
Daniel Thomas at the Llanelly 
Hospital on Tuesday were 
unsuccessful and it has been 
arranged to apply the Rontgen 
rays to-day in order to locate it. 
(South Wales Daily Post 21st February 1900) 

 

 

STRANGE AFFAIR AT 
LLANELLY.  

A man named John Thomas, 
employed at the South Wales 
Tinplate Works, Llanelly, and 
living at Union-buildings, was 
admitted to the Hospital on 
Sunday suffering from severe 
burns and other injuries. He 

19
00

 –
 1

90
9 

  
 

©
 T

he
 B

ôn
au

 C
ab

ba
ge

 P
at

ch
 

 



alleges that he was in the Masons' 
Arms public-house in Thomas-
street on Saturday night, and that 
he was pitched into the fire by 
some men in the room. The police 
are investigating the matter. 
(South Wales Daily News 21st February 1900) 

 
 

CLAIM FOR ELECTRIC 
PLANT  

Rhondda Valley Engineer's 
Action  

At Glamorgan Assizes at Cardiff 
to-day the first civil action before 
a special jury was heard, when 
Mr. William Perth Thomas, a 
Rhondda Valley mining engineer, 
sued the Achddu Colliery 
Company, Burry Port, for £1.605 
for balance of goods alleged to 
have been supplied. Defendants 
disputed the supply of one item 
of £50, and counter-claimed for 
alleged breach of warranty.  
Mr. S. T. Evans, K.C., M.P., and 
Mr. Denman Benson (instructed 
by Messrs. W. R. Davies and Co. 
Pontypridd) conducted the 
plaintiff’s case, and defendants 
were represented by Mr. Abel 
Thomas. K.C., M.P., and Mr. Ivor 
Bowen (instructed by Messrs. 
Rees and Edwards Llanelly).  

(Proceeding) 
(Evening Express 7th March 1900 

 

LLANELLY. 
Three Deaths in One Family in a 
Week.—A remarkable series of 
deaths has occurred in the same 
family in a village near Llanelly. 
Yesterday (Friday) week one of 
the sons of William Davies, 
Fishers-row, Velinfoel, died, and 
on Tuesday another son died. On 
Thursday evening the father 
expired, and at the present time 
the mother and a daughter are 
lying ill. All three died within a 
week from the same complaint- 
inflammation and pleurisy. 

(South Wales Daily News 17th March 1900) 

 

 

LLANELLY. -POLICE. 

On Saturday last, before C. W. 
Nevill, Esq., at the Copper Works. 
Henry Pell, vendor of 
gingerbread, was charged by Levi 
Long, with having assaulted him 
on the previous day, at Mr. Rees, 
confectioner's. Defendant said 
that he was sorry for what he had 
done, as he was always on good 
terms with complainant, and the 
assault was committed under ex- 
cited feelings. He was willing to 
pay the costs and 5s to the 
complainant for the trouble he 
had occasioned him. Allowed to 
settle accordingly. 

(Weekly Mail 31st March 1900) 

 

HENRY PEMBERTON 

The late Mr. Henry William 
Pemberton, of Cambridge, whose 
will has just been proved at about 
£17,000. was one of the landed 
proprietors of Carmarthenshire. 
His estate lay for the most part at 
Pembrey. Burry Port, and 
thereabouts, and comprised a 
number of farms and other 
properties. Although Mr 
Pemberton did not reside in 
Wales, he paid regular half-yearly 
visits to his Carmarthenshire 
estate, in the company of his 
Welsh agent. He is spoken of by 
his tenants as a kind and popular 
landlord, and was certainly a 
courteous English gentleman. 

(Weekly Mail 31st March 1900) 

 

 

 

TROD DOWN HIS ‘TATOES’ 

John Evans, Pembrey, sawyer, 
was charged by Thomas Jones, 
labourer, with having assaulted 
him on the 26th ult. Complainant 
stated that defendant's wife was 
constantly annoying him when he 
passed near the house, and he 
went into a field to remonstrate 
with defendant on her conduct, 
when he suddenly struck him and 
afterwards nearly strangled him. 
Two women heard his cries and 

ran to his rescue Defendant 
admitted the charge but said that 
complainant came into his field 
and was “treading down his 
tatoes," and when he told him to 
go out complainant refused, and 
he took him by the collar and put 
him but he kicked him. He was 
sorry for having taken the law 
into his own hands and would not 
touch him again if he trod down 
the whole of his “tatoes." 

(Weekly Mail 31st March 1900) 

 

 

 

 

14 YEAR OLD KILLED 

On Monday last, Frances Lloyd 
aged 14 years, who resided with 
her grandfather, David Lloyd, at 
Craigycapel, was driving a horse 
and cart to fetch coal from Mr. 
Stanley's colliery. On the road 
near Rock house, the horse 
started on a gallop, and the girl in 
attempting to get off the cart fell 
under the wheel, which went over 
her head and killed her almost 
instantaneously. Mr. Hughes, 
surgeon, was soon in attendance. 
An inquest was opened on 
Wednesday, at the Pemberton 
Arms, before Wm. Bonville, Esq., 
coroner. 

(Weekly Mail 31st March 1900) 



LLANELLY. 

Scalding Fatalitv. - The eight 
months old child of John Morgan, 
a. steel worker, living at 155, Old 
Castle-road, fell from a chair, 
where its mother had placed it 
into a boiler of hot water. On 
Saturday a verdict of “Accidental 
death” was returned. 

(South Wales Daily News 16th April 1900) 

 
 

AN OTTER IN LLANELLY 
STREETS 

While P.C. Beynon was on his 
beat about 2 o’clock on 
Wednesday morning at Llanelly 
he saw in Stepney-Street a fine, 
full-grown otter. He gave chase, 
and it made its way to Mincing 
Lane. P.C. Lewis Lewis arrived 
on the scene shortly after in order 
to relieve Beynon, and they 
arranged to go at each end of the 
lane, and thus trap the otter. They 
came within fighting distance in a 
short time, and Lewis struck the 
vicious animal a blow. The otter 
attempted to bite him, but failed, 
and Lewis then felled him with 
his truncheon. The otter is now 
reposing in a cell at the police 
station, and will in all probability 
be stuffed in remembrance of the 
exciting experience of the two 
constables.  It is mysterious how 

an otter should be roaming about 
in the heart of a town, and far 
away from any fishpond or water.  

(Cardiff Times 5th May 1900) 

 
 
 

SMART CAPTURE AT FERRY- 
SIDE. 

On Monday evening Mr. John 
Herbert, Ferry-side, lost a number 
of fowls from his farm. At eight 
a.m. on Tuesday Police-constable 
Morgan received information of 
the theft and traced feathers from 
the farm as far as Peny-bank, two 
miles distant. Further inquiries 
led to the discovery of the fowls 
in a house in Water-street, 
Kidwelly, and a man named Evan 
Evans was arrested shortly before 
noon the same day and 
afterwards lodged in Carmarthen 
Gaol. 

(Weekly Mail 12th May 1900) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Evening Express June 13th 1900) 

ADVERTISMENTS 
WANTED, smart boy, 18 to 20, as 
Boots – Station Hotel, Llanelly. 

WANTED at once, a respectable 
Servant for Housework and to Assist 
in Waiting when required. – Apply, 
with reference, Mrs Dyke, Ship 
Hotel, Ferryside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (Evening Express June 13th 1900) 

 

 

BATHING FATALITY AT 
FERRYSIDE 

Three Lives Lost. 

FERNDALE VISITORS' SAD 
END. 

NARROW ESCAPE OF A 
FOURTH. 

A party of four visitors, 
consisting of three lads from 
Ferndale and a young man from 
Maesteg, went out to bathe a 
considerable distance from shore 
in a dangerous pill at Ferryside 
on Friday, when the tide was 
flowing rapidiy. They were soon 
carried out of their depth, and 
their cries for help could be heard 
from the shore, but, 
unfortunately, no swimmer was 
near to render assistance. One of 

the boys, Thomas John, managed 
to reach the shore in an 
exhausted state, after vainly 
trying to get one of his 
companions out of his difficulty. 
The three others were all 
drowned. Up to a late hour on 
Friday evening only one of the 
bodies had been recovered, viz., 
that of Dan Richards, whose 
parents formerly lived for many 
years at Ferryside.  

The occurrence created intense 
excitement in the district. The 
names and addresses of those 
who were drowned are:—Daniel 
Richards (14), collier, Brynhyfryd-
terrace, Ferndale. whose body has 
been recovered; David Evan 
Evans (15), collier, 4, Graig-
terrace, Ferndale; and Samuel 
Morgan (30), a single man, who 
had been residing with his 
widowed mother at Oxford-street, 
Pontycymmer, Garw Valley. 
Thomas John (14). Fountain-
street, Ferndale, another collier, 
one of the party, in attempting to 
rescue Richards was pulled under, 
and almost fell into the pill, but, 
although he gripped Richards's 
hand, he was, in order to save 
himself, obliged to loosen his hold 
and get to shore as best he could. 
When received by the onlookers, 
who did not attempt a rescue, he 
was in a terribly exhausted 

ADVERTISMENTS 
WANTED, an energetic and 
experienced Millwright. – Apply 
stating qualifications, to the Old Lodge 
Tin-plate Company (Limited), Llanelly. 

TO LET, the Antelope Hotel, Mumbles 
(Double Licence); prominent position. 
– Apply Buckley’s Brewery (Limited), 
Llanelly 

WANTED, Mother’s Help – small 
salary; comfortable home. – 2, 
Glanmor-terrace, Burryport. 

 



condition. Morgan swam towards 
the lads for the purpose of 
rendering aid, but lost his life in 
the pill. The others had been at 
Ferry-side for a week, and 
Richards and his sister purposed 
leaving by the five o'clock train 
for home, in consequence of the 
reception of a letter stating that 
their sister was seriously ill. 
Richards went with his young 
friends to have the last bathe 
before entraining for the 
Rhondda. Late on Friday evening 
the two remaining bodies were 
recovered near the Pill, within 60 
yards of each other. 

It is believed that Mr. Buckley 
Roderick, or his deputy, will open 
the inquiry this (Saturday) 
afternoon. 

(Evening Express 11thAugust 1900) 

 

 

 

ELECTRIC CARS FOR 
LLANELLY. 

The scheme for establishing a 
system of electric cars at Llanelly 
is now to be proceeded with, 
terms having at last been 
arranged between the Insulated 
Wire Company and the 
proprietors of the existing 
tramways at Llanelly. It is 
proposed that the new service 

shall also embrace the outlying 
districts of Llwynhendy. Pwll, and 
Feinfoel. There will also be a 
complete installation of electric 
light. The estimated expenditure 
comes close £100,000. 

(Western Mail 16th August 1900) 

 

 

DUTCH LADY AT FERRYSIDE. 

A Dutch lady who happened to be 
staying at Ferryside had a tent 
erected on the sands and on top 
floated a flag of the Dutch 
Kingdom. How long it floated it 
does not transpire, but it was 
eventually discovered what it was; 
and the visitors were up in arms 
against such a proceeding. One 
evening the whole affair was 
demolished to rags, and now there 
is to be seen by people going to 
bathe a tent over which proudly 
floats the Union Jack. 
(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 17th August 

1900) 

 

 

A PLAGUE OF RATS AT 
LLANELLY. 

At a meeting of the Sanitary 
Committee of the Llanelly Urban 
Distr0ict Council yesterday Dr. 
Sydney Roderick reported that 
one of the medical inspectors of 

the Local Government Board 
called on the Health Department 
recently to ask if any alterations 
had been made in the measures 
for the protection of the port 
against the invasion of the plague 
since the inquiry last year. He 
advised the extermination of rats 
at the docks—a very difficult 
matter. Rats leaving an infected 
vessel and mixing with other rats 
would spread plague in a very 
short time. He believed if the 
Council placed some traps in the 
sewer a rich harvest of rats would 
be obtained in a short time. The 
owners of the copper works dock 
had promised to do what they 
could in the matter. Dr. Roderick 
added that the inspector seemed 
very strong on the rat question. 
There were traps which would 
catch about 15 rats with one 
setting, and he recommended 
putting phosphorous paste in the 
sewers. Discussion ensued, and 
Mr Josiah Davies gave an 
experience of having once seen 
1,000 rats leaving a vessel on a 
rope at the dock. Mr D. J. Davies 
remarked that the market-place 
was also infested with rats. 
Various suggestions were made 
and the surveyor was instructed 
to attend to the extermination of 
rats in the town generally in the 
way he thought best. 

(South Wales Daily News 18thtAugust 
1900) 

 

WELSH INDUSTRIES. 
EXHIBITION AT LLANELLY. 

MOST SUCCESSFUL YET 
HELD. 

It was predicted at the inception 
of the Welsh Industries 
Association that a useful career 
was before it. The prediction has 
been fulfilled, as shown by the 
successful establishment of 
depots in large towns for the 
disposal of Welsh goods, and the 
testimony given by many workers 
in Wales—weavers particularly—
to the increased trade which has 
resulted from the good offices of 
the association. Weavers are now 
taking more pride in their work, 
are improving their manufactures, 
and are giving more attention to 
the artistic and ornamental side. 
It is computed there are over 
1,000 workshops and factories 
engaged in the woollen trade in 
Wales and Monmouthshire, 
employing 1,842 men and 980 
women. Strong material is the 
principal manufacture, though 
finer goods can be made to 
special patterns. But the Welsh 
Industries Association seeks to 
improve every handicraft, and 
classes have been formed in 
connection with the Home Arts 



and Industries Association and 
the Girls' Friendly Society with 
that object. The association has 
held many exhibitions in London, 
Cardiff, and other towns, and in 
the annual exhibition the efforts 
of all the counties affiliated are 
centralised. A distinct advance 
was made last year when the 
function took place at 
Aberystwyth, but far greater 
strides have been made during the 
last twelve months, and the 
exhibition which opens at Llanelly 
today is far exceeding in 
magnitude anything of the kind 
held before. This gratifying result 
is due to the exertions of the local 
Exhibition Committee and the 
various branches, but more 
especially to the unwearying 
efforts of the Carmarthenshire 
branch, whose officers are ;—
President, the Hon. Miss Gladys 
Rice, Dynevor Castle, LIandilo 
hon. secretary, Mrs Gwynne 
Hughes, Tregib, hon. treasurer, Mr 
J. Lewis Thomas, Caeglas, 
Llandilo aided by a committee of 
vice-presidents throughout the 
county, The local secretary, Mr W. 
H. Morgan, Tyrfan, has carried 
out his duties most efficiently, 
and he (is)supported by the 
Exhibition Committee, of whom 
Mr Ernest Trubshaw, D.L., J.P., is 
chairman.  

On Tuesday morning the exhibits 
were being arranged, and the 
Lesser Market Hall presented a 
scene of animation. The interior 
had been decorated by Mr L. W. 
Adams, London House. On 
benches alongside the wall were 
laid the goods for competition, 
and it is interesting to note that 
the competitors numbered over 
500, while the entries were 1,300. 
Besides these there wcre 3,000 
other exhibits, which were laid 
out on separate stalls for each 
county in the centre of the 
building.  
The exhibits outside the pale of 
competition will no doubt prove 
most interesting. The newest 
industry to Wales is tin stamping 
and japanning. Japanning until 
very recently was confincd to 
Wolverhampton and Birmingham., 
but Since the establishment of the 
Welsh Tinplate Stamping 
Company at Llanelly tons of 
material have been exported from 
Wales. So far their trade is almost 
entirely export. The stall which 
the company have in the 
exhibition has been artistically 
arranged, and it will surprise no 
one more than Llanellyites to 
learn that the rich variety of 
articles on view are manufactured 
in the town. The attention of the 
visitors at the exhibition will be 

attracted by the cavalry and 
infantry mess tins, which present 
a compact and neat appearance. 
The Welsh Tinplate Stamping 
Company has an order for 
100,000 of these for the 
Government, and there are meat 
dishes on view, of which 15,000 
have also been provided for the 
War Department. A tin kettle has 
also been manufactured for the 
Admiralty, and under the 
circumstances the Welsh Tinplate 
Stamping Company also evidence 
a desire to cater for the popular 
taste by giving portraits of 
military celebrities on enamelled 
cups and dishes and an endless 
variety of kitchen and culinary 
utensils. Close by also is a space 
set apart for the Llanelly Steel 
Company, Limited, on which pig 
iron, limestone, and raw materials 
used for the manufacture of steel 
ingots are deposited. The steel 
plates which are sent to the tin 
stamping works to be finished are 
exhibited without being enamelled 
and decorated. Messrs Richard 
Nevill and Co., Llanelly, exhibit 
an electric lighting engine, with 
12in. cylinder. Mr Lewis - ex-
mayor of Carmarthen has sent a 
hand loom, whilst Messrs T. E. 
Jones and Co., of Aberavon, have 
a stall in which they exhibit 
interesting specimens of tobacco 

from all parts of the world. A 
model in a glass case of their 
cigarette factory at Aberavon has 
been made entirely of their 
cigarettes with a tobacco roof. All 
the cigarettes made by Messrs T. 
E. Jones and Co. are hand- made, 
and a number of girls are engaged 
in the work at the stall. The 
judges in the specific departments 
were as follow ;—Flannel, 
shirting, tweed, serge, blankets, 
shawls, &c., Mr John White, 
Swansea, and Mr T. Morris, J.P., 
Carnarvon;  needlework, &c., Miss 
Mandson, Howell's School, 
Llandaff;  knitting, crotchet work, 
&c., Mrs Trubshaw, Aelybryn, 
Llanelly and Mrs D. Williams, 
Box House, Llanelly; wood 
carving,  Mr Houghton, Swansea; 
wood turning, carpentry, 
fretwork, &c., Mr Houghton, 
Swansea, and Mr T. Hughes, J.P., 
Llanelly photography and 
painting,  Mr C. W. M. Lewis, D 
L, J.P Stradey Castle, Llanelly, 
and Mr Alan Stepney-Gulston, 
Derwydd; basket work, Mr 
Joseph Hall, Swansea; boots and 
clogs, Mr John Harries, Stepney-
street, Llanelly; dairy produce, 
&c., Mr W. G. Elliott, St. Clear's 
Butter Factory, and Mr Thomas 
Jones, J.P., Llanelly;  honey, Rev. 
Henry Evans, B.D., the Vicarage, 
Pembrey;  Welsh mutton, &c., Mr 



T. Jones, J.P., Llanelly, and Mr 
Evan Thomas, Llanelly; oat cakes, 
bread, &c., Mr Ernest Nicholls. 
Cardiff, and Mr Ellis Evans, 
Llanelly; penmanship, &c., Mr 
David Francis, Arosfa, Falinfoel, 
Llanelly, and Mr D. Lewis, 
Coleshill-terrace, Llanelly;  
pottery, &c.. Mr Richard Guest, 
South Wales Pottery, Llanelly; 
iron and brass work, Mr C. F. 
Thompson, Brynyrodyn, Llanelly, 
and Mr Howell Bevan, Hillside, 
Llanelly; tinware, &c., Mr Jos. 
Holmes, Stamping Works, 
Llanelly, and Mr Daniel Williams, 
Box House, Llanelly; soap, Mr R. 
F. Randell, Vaughan-street, 
Llanelly; leather work, the 
committee; coracle, &c., 
Councillor John Thomas, 
Llanelly, and Councillor Josiah 
Davies, Llanelly;  set of rope lines 
and cart net, Mr Thomas Brace, 
Goodig Farm, Burry Port;  
malting barley, Mr Basil W. 
Valentine, Llanelly;  bird cage, the 
committee; plans and 
specifications of houses, Mr W. 
Griffiths, architect, Llanelly, Mr 
Thomas Hughes, J.P., and Mr 
David Phillips, Llanelly. 
(South Wales Daily News 19th September 1900) 

 
PROPOSED AERIAL 

RAILWAY AT KIDWELLY. 
 At the meeting of the Kidwelly 
Town Council on Tuesday a letter 

was read from a London company 
stating that they were in 
negotiation, with Messrs. 
Stephens and Co., silica brick 
manufacturers, to erect an aerial 
railway from Messrs. Stephens's 
quarries to the railway siding on 
Mynyddygarreg, and asking the 
council for information as to 
rights of ways to be obtained. The 
clerk (Mr. D. C. Edwards) was 
instructed to give all possible 
information. The railway will be 
about two miles and a half long, 
and by its erection a very great 
saving of the roads will be 
effected. 

(Weekly Mail 8th December 1900) 
 
 
 
 

HOOLIGANISM NEAR 
KIDWELLY. 

A man over sixty years of age, 
named John Griffiths, living near 
Glyn Abbey, Mynyddygarreg, 
Kidwelly, was savagely attacked 
on Saturday night near his home 
and very seriously injured by two 
men. The old man, it seems, had 
been out with a sickle, or 
billhook, looking for firewood, 
when he was met by the men, 
who, without a word, attacked 
him. They seized the sickle, and 
struck the old man with it on the 
arm, inflicting a very serious 

wound. They also otherwise 
maltreated him. Information was 
at once conveyed to Police-
constable Thomas Rees, at 
Trimsaran Police-station, and he 
on Sunday morning arrested 
David Bonnell and David John 
(two colliers, living at Carway), at 
Mynyddygarreg, Kidwelly, on the 
charge, and lodged them in the 
Kidwelly Station. 

(Evening Express 10th December 1900) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The Western Mail 29th December 1900) 

1901 
 

GAZETTE NEWS.  

BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1883 AND 
1890 

- RECEIVING ORDERS.  

Thomas Wm. Humphreys, trading 
as Cwmbach Colliery Company. 
Llanelly, coll proprietor.  

Richard John Williams, 7. 
Guildhall-squ. Carmarthen, 
licensed victualler.  

(Evening Express 2nd January 1901) 

 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION TO 
TROOPER HAROLD 

LAWRENCE. 
Last evening in the schoolroom at 
Ferry-side Trooper Harold 
Lawrence, of Paget's Horse, was 
presented with a handsome gold 
watch.  
The chairman, Mr. Drummond, 
made the presentation on behalf 
of "Friends in Ferry-side and 
Carmarthenshire."  
In reply, Mr. Lawrence thanked 
all sincerely, and assured them 
that campaigning in South Africa 
was no child's play.  

(Evening Express 20th February 1901) 

NEW ZEALAND SHIPPING 
COMPANY 

TENERIFFE, CAPE TOWN, TASMANIA, 
AUSTRALIA (VIA HOBART), AND NEW 

ZEALAND. 
Monthly Service. Excellent 

Accomodation. Low Fares. Special 
Terms to Families and Round the 

World Pleasure Tours. 
Jan. 3, Rimutaka, new tw. Sc., 8,ooo 

(Capt. H.E.Greenstreet) 
Apply to J.B.Westray and Co., 138, 
Leadenhall-street, London, E.C. : in 

Cardiff to C. Stewart, 35, Mount 
Stuart-square, or C.J. Cudlipp, 32, 

Castle-road, Cardiff. 

GUARANTEED TO STOP 
TOOTHACHE by using PHIL 

PHILLIP’S 
TOOTHACHE CURE 

Acts like Magic.            1s. per bottle.  
By post is 1d.  

Sold by all Chemists. 



 
MILLBROOK TIN-PLATE 

WORKS. 

We understand that Mr. Cuthbert 
F. Thompson, Llanelly, has 
entered into partnership with 
Messrs. Morris, owners of the 
Millbrook Iron and Steel Works, 
engineers, &c., Landore, and will 
undertake the sole management 
of the Millbrook Works. 

(Evening Express 1st March 1901) 

 
 
 

AVOIDING INFECTION. 
Regarding the recent statement 
made as to infection carried by 
dirty money, a lady reader of a 
Glasgow paper writes that ever 
since the small-pox epidemic 
broke out she has washed all her 
coins (from humble ha'pence 
upwards!) in hot water and 
carbolic, and sprinkled all the 
notes that came her way with an 
anti-septic powder. So one person, 
at least, has done her little share 
in reducing disease. 

(Weekly Mail 2nd March 1901) 

 
 
 

SINGULAR ACCIDENT IN 
LLANELLY 

On Wednesday afternoon on the 
works railway between Glanmor-
road and the Glanmor Foundry, 

Llanelly, Great Western engine 
with some trucks  was proceeding 
towards its own line, when the 
last truck, containing hay, was 
derailed, capsized and rolled 
against a house and coal shed. 
The back kitchen of the house 
was knocked down, but 
fortunately no one was under the 
roof at the time. 

(The Cardiff Times 16th March 1901) 

 
 

SHOCKING ACCIDENT IN A 
LLANELLY SCHOOL. 

A little girl named Blodwen 
James. seven years of age, died in 
Llanelly Hospital on Sunday 
afternoon. She was severely 
burned as the result of coming 
into contact with a red hot poker 
during the dinner hour at the 
National School on Friday. 

(Evening Express 25th March 1901) 

 
 
 

PEMBREY. 
[BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 

JERUSALEM CHAPEL.  

A grand performance of Handel's 
Messiah was given at the above 
place of worship on Tuesday 
evening, March 26th. There was a 
good attendance. The band and 
chorus, which numbered about 

200 performers, were conducted 
by Mr. John Owen organist, Mr. 
W. T. Roberts; artistes : soprano, 
Miss Lewis; contralto, Madame 
Hannah Jones; tenor, Mr. Thomas 
Thomas; bass, Mr. Emlyn Davies. 
The overture by the band was 
given in beautiful style especially 
in the second movement where 
the fugue comes in, the violins 
playing in unison, and the other 
parts gradually coming in with its 
rich harmony, and a very pleasing 
effect was produced. Mr. Tom 
Thomas gave the recit “Comfort 
ye, my People” in such a way as 
to prove himself possessed of a 
fine tenor voice and an 
elocutionist of the right stamp. 
The chorus, “And the glory of the 
Lord," shewed that the choir was 
well trained with regard to time 
and tune. The quality of the 
voices, however, was not all that 
could be desired. The sopranos 
were mostly young voices, and, 
consequently, rather thin in tone, 
but they improved as they went 
on with the various numbers. The 
altos were also lacking in purity 
of tone, but were great in attack, 
and sustained their part right well 
to the end. The tenors did 
remarkably well, but we are 
inclined to believe that there were 
a few shirkers amongst them. The 
basses were slightly the best of 

the four parts, both in quality of 
voices and volume of sound. The 
accompanied recit, “Thus saith 
the Lord of Hosts," by Mr. Emlyn 
Davies was a fine bit of 
declamatory singing. On the light 
side, too, he proved himself a 
perfect artiste, and sustained his 
great reputation in the air, “But 
who may abide the day of His 
coming." Madame H. M. Jones 
gave a perfect rendering of that 
beautiful air, "O thou that tellest.” 
One of the finest items of the 
evening was the chorus, "For unto 
us a child was born." Except the 
"Hallelujah" this is the finest 
chorus in all Handel's works It 
beggars description. It is a fugato 
in construction, and the chorus 
fairly surpassed themselves, 
particularly in the latter part, 
where the words “Wonderful 
Counsellor, the Mighty God," &c., 
and a peculiar effect was 
produced by the grand burst of 
voices and instruments, drum 
included. This chorus was 
followed by the pastoral 
symphony, which was well 
rendered. The rendition of the 
beautiful air, “ Rejoice greatly,” 
by the soprano was not at all 
happy in the difficult passages, 
and I have heard a better 
rendering of this air. In the 
second part Madame Hannah 



Jones fairly excelled herself in 
the pathetic air, “He was 
despised." The chorus “He trusted 
in God that He would deliver 
him,” was rendered in true 
dramatic style. It is a regularly 
constructed and largely developed 
fugue, and the way the subject 
was introduced by the basses, and 
answered by the tenors as fifth 
above, and then the altos and 
sopranos following in a similar 
strain, was quite a treat. But the 
choir fairly crowned their efforts 
in that marvellous chorus, 
“Hallelujah.” We can safely say 
that we have never heard it sung 
better. 'The third part opened 
with the air "I know that my 
Redeemer liveth." The soprano's 
best effort was undoubtedly the 
rendering of this beautiful air. 
“The trumpet shall sound," by Mr 
Emlyn Davies. was a perfect treat 
and worth hearing. The chorus, 
“Worthy is the Lamb." and the 
"Amen chorus,” concluded the 
performance. A word of praise is 
due to the orchestra and also to 
the organist (Mr. W. T. Roberts) 
for his clever manipulation of 
that grand instrument, and last 
but not least, a word about the 
conductor, who deserves the 
thanks of the people of Burry 
Port and district for his noble 
efforts to raise the musical 

standard to such a high level of 
excellence by producing annually 
the works of the great masters. 
The only recognition of his long 
services to the cause was a 
presentation to him bv the choir 
of a gold mounted baton and 
some books on the Sunday 
evening previous to the concert. 

(The Cambrian 12th April 1901) 

 
 
 

SERIOUS FIRE AT LLANELLY. 
A serious fire broke out at 
Smith's joinery works, Seaside, 
Llanelly, on Wednesday 
afternoon, causing complete 
destruction of the property, which 
was not insured. The amount of 
damage is estimated at between 
£600 and £700. In his endeavour 
to extinguish the fire Mr Smith 
got badly burnt, and had to burst 
a door open to effect his escape. 

(The Cardiff Times 25th May 1901) 

 
 
 

YESTERDAY’S POLICE 
Margaret Coffin (married), and 
Sarah Jane Owen, both of No. 17, 
New Orchard-street, were charged 
on remand with stealing about 
£27 in gold from the person of a 
man, who. at the last hearing, 
gave his name as “John Jones, of 

Llanarthney," but who now 
informed Ald. Rowel Watkins 
that his name was Thos. Jenkins, 
who is a butcher of Velinfoel. 
Llanelly, is a member of the 
Llanelly School Board, and was 
on the Carmarthen County 
Council and other public bodies. 
The magistrate warned prosecutor 
that his endeavour to shield 
himself from the company he was 
in when he lost his money did not 
justify his swearing falsely on 
oath.—Evidence having been 
tendered showing that defendant 
"treated" the women, suggested a 
drive to Gower, and at length 
missed his money, the prisoners 
were sent to the Quarter Sessions 
for trial. 

(The Cambrian 7th June 1901) 

 

 

STEALING WATER 
AT LLANSAINT.  

A complaint was received from 
the St. Ishmael Parish Council 
that the Llansaint Well had been 
pumped dry, and the villagers 
deprived of their water by the 
conduct of some farmers who 
came with their water butts in the 
dry weather and took the water 
away.  
 

The Medical Officer thought the 
cocklewomen effectualy provided 

against that by mobbing the 
farmers when they came there.  
 

The Clerk said that if the farmers 
only drove their carts three 
quarters of a mile further they 
could have an excellent supply at 
Cwsmfforddgoch. He expected 
that the farmers who thus came 
and took away the water did not 
pay rates.  
 

The Medical Officer suggested 
that notices should be put up at 
the well warning the farmers. 
 

The Clerk said that the 
blacksmith had charge of the 
pump and he ought to see to it.  
 

The Medical Officer: The farmers 
come to shoe their horses; he 
won't go against his own 
customers. 
(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 14th June 

1901) 

 
 
 
 

Kidwelly Town Council, 
MEMBERS MEET UNDER 
POLICE PROTECTION. 

 Another rowdy meeting of the 
Kidwelly Town Council was held 
on Tuesday evening over the 
question of the signing the lease 
of valuable silica quarries on 
Mynyddygarreg to Councillor 
William Young. A large number 



of the ratepayers were present, 
and loudly protested against the 
action of the council. The signing 
of the lease was again adjourned 
to a special meeting to be held on 
Monday next. A large posse of 
police had been imported from 
Llanelly, under Inspector Evans, 
in view of any breach of the 
peace being committed. 

(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 5th July 
1901) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

(Weekly Mail 5th July 1879) 

 
School Board Work at Llanclly 
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE IN 

WALES.  
An extraordinary meeting of the 
Llanelly School Board was held 
on Tuesday, when the chairman, 
Mr Allen Williams, gave an' 
interesting resume of the work of 
the board during the last three 
years. From this it would appear 
that there has been great progress 

in every department. The board 
succeeded in making Llanelly a 
centre for the King's Scholarship 
and certificate examinations, 
greatly to the convenience of the 
teachers of the town and district. 
The schools were also reported to 
be in the highest state of 
efficiency, the highest possible 
grant having been earned by all of 
them without exception, at the 
last examination. The percentage 
of attendance has also gone up to 
85, which is believed to be the 
highest in Wales, Swansea coming 
second with 83, and Cardiff third 
with 82. 

(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 5th July 
1901) 

 

 

LLANSAINT.  

THE WATER SUPPLY - A 
special meeting of the 
Carmarthen District Council was 
held at the Workhouse, 
Carmarthen, on Saturday last, to 
consider the report of the 
committee appointed to deal with 
the Llansaint water supply. The 
committee reported that water 
could be obtained on either side 
of the village, and the Council 
eventually resolved that the Clerk 
(Mr Rowland Browne) should 
ascertain from the landowner - 
Mr Thomas - what he would let 

ALL THE RAGE 

 
A DELICIOUS BREAKFAST 

BEVERAGE 
 

WM. SCHWEITZER’S 

DANDELION COFFEE 
FOR THE 

BLOOD, LIVER AND DIGESTION 
Of any Chemist or Grocer, 

In 6d.,  1s.,  and  1s 6d. Tins 

the Council have the water for, 
and also communicate with Mr 
Hugh Stephens as to what his 
terms would be for sinking. A 
committee was formed to meet 
next Saturday to further discuss 
matters. 

(The Welshman 26th July 1901) 

 

 

TRADES UNION TROUBLE AT 
LLANELLY. 

The Trades Union trouble at the 
Old Lodge Works, Llanelly, is 
threatening to assume a serious 
aspect. The steel smelters' section 
have handed in 28 days' notice, 
and in doing this they are acting 
on the instructions of the 
executive of the association, who 
will support them financially in 
the event of a strike. The trouble 
arises over one man, who is 
alleged to be a member of the 
Steel Smelters' Association, and 
has now gone over to the Tin and 
Sheet Union. The officials of the 
latter organisation maintain that 
an attempt is being made to 
coerce the man in question, but 
the steel smelters deny that they 
are actuated by any such motive. 
They point out that there are 124 
members of the Old Lodge 
Branch who are in full 
compliance, and, if this member 

is allowed to pile up arrears with 
impunity, the effect on the branch 
will be demoralising. 

(Evening Express 8th August 1901) 

 
 
 

PEMBREY.  

FUNERAL - The interment took 
place at the Baptist Chapel, 
Pennbrey, on Saturday, the 10th 
inst., of Mr Daniel Griffiths, 
Parkymine-street, Pembrey, and 
late of Cwmwernen, 
Llanpumpsaint, brother of Mrs 
Jones, Priory Foundry, 
Carmarthen. There was a service 
at the house, at which the Rev D. 
T. Richards, English Baptist, read, 
and the Rev J. Owens, Bethany 
Methodist Church, delivered a 
prayer. At the chapel the Rev D. 
J. Perrot, Lydbrook, read a 
portion of scripture, and the Rev 
W. E. Watkins, gave an address. 
The Rev T. E. Thomas, D.D., 
Llandovery, officiated at the 
grave side. 

(The Welshman August 23, 1901) 

 
 

LLANELLY PERJURY CASE.  
A butcher named William 
Thomas, living at Five Roads, 
near Llanelly, was committed for 
trial by the Llanelly magistrates 



on Thursday on further charges 
arising out of the now notorious 
dog-muzzling case. Thomas, it will 
be remembered, was summoned 
for keeping a dog without a 
muzzle, and he swore that the 
animal was destroyed weeks 
previously. He now stands 
committed to the assizes for 
perjury, subornation, conspiracy, 
and inciting to commit a crime. 

(Evening Express 13th September 1901) 

 
 
 

MORE UPROAR AT 
KIDWELLY. 

A special meeting of the Kidwelly 
Town Council was held on 
Tuesday evening, when, after 
minor business was disposed of, 
the application of Messrs Daniel 
and Alfred Stephens for an 
extension of their existing lease 
of a portion of Mynyddygarreg 
Mountain, on exactly the same 
terms as those granted a short 
time ago to Councillor William 
Young, was discussed.  
When the matter cropped up, the 
Town Clerk explained that the 
clause to be added was that no 
stones from any part were to be 
carted over the roads further than 
the siding.  
Mr A. Stephens rose, and said 
that their application was for an 

extension on the same terms as 
those granted to Mr Young, 
except that they would pay 
fourteen times the amount of 
royalty. He was very much 
surprised to read in the paper 
that Alderman Brown, taking 
advantage of his (the speaker's) 
absence at the last meeting, had 
blackguarded his firm as he had 
done.  
Then followed a great scene and 
much uproar, many of the 
members rising to leave the room.  
The Mayor in vain called for 
order, and Mr Stephens said that 
unless the lease was granted upon 
the same terms as granted to Mr 
Young, his firm would withdraw 
the application.  
The uproar continued, and the 
meeting broke up in great 
disorder. 

(The Welshman 13th September 1901) 

 

 

 

LLANSAINT WATER SUPPLY. 

Mr H. Stephens writes to us as 
follows:—"I notice in last Friday's 
issue in the District Rural Council 
Notes that I charged ten guineas 
for locating the water 
at Llansaint. This no doubt to 
many is misleading, as, owing to 
re-locating the supply, &c., I made 

in all five visits to Llansaint; thus 
the fee, which seems somewhat 
high, is really quite low." 
(Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly 

Advertiser 13th September 1901) 

 

 

 

LLANELLY TIN-PLATE 
DISPUTE 

An arbitration was held at 
Swansea on Wednesday in respect 
of the dispute which has occurred 
at Llanelly between the Tin-sheet 
and Millmen's Union and the Steel 
Smelters' Union as to certain 
members. Councillor J. Jenkins 
(Cardiff) sat as arbitrator, and the 
award is promised in a few days. 

(Evening Express 19th September 1901) 

 
 
 

FERRYSIDE.  
THE LIFEBOAT CREW AT 

GELLYDEG. 
On the 5th inst. Mr R. E. 
Jennings, vice-president of 
the Ferryside branch of the 
National Lifeboat Institution, 
entertained the crew in 
recognition of their services in 
saving a large number of lives on 
the occasion of the recent wreck 
of the Norwegian ship Australia 
at Pendine. Mrs Jennings having 

presented Captain David Jones 
with the handsome silver medal 
sent him by the King of Sweden 
and Norway, Mr Jennings 
expressed his great gratification 
at the visit, of the crew, saying 
that of all the institutions which 
he supported in the district he 
considered the Lifeboat to be the 
most praiseworthy and 
unexceptionable. As the grandson 
and great-grandson of naval 
officers, who both received 
baronetcies for daring exploits, he 
had a natural sympathy for those 
who, like those present, showed 
courage and gallantry on the sea. 
Although he had no property in 
or near Ferryside, he was always 
glad to assist in promoting 
deserving causes in a place which 
he had known and liked nearly all 
his life, and which, at the present 
time, was more than usually in his 
thoughts. The crew, having 
amused themselves with games on 
the lawn, were entertained at tea, 
and then gave songs and 
recitations. They departed with 
loud and repeated cheers for the 
family of Gellydeg, their 
compliments to the ladies being 
expressed with sailor-like 
frankness and candour, and 
received with the greatest 
cordiality.  

(The Welshman October 11, 1901) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The Cambrian 18th October 1901) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Messrs. William & Walter James. 
CARMARTHENSHIRE. 
LLANGENNECH PARK.  

Distant a quarter of a mile from the Llangennech Station on the G.W. Railway, 
three miles from the important market and industrial town of Llanelly, and four 

miles from Pontardulais on the G.W. and L. & N.W. Railways.  
MESSRS. WILLIAM & WALTER JAMES are favoured with instructions from 

David Evans, Esq., J.P., to SELL by PUBLIC AUUTION, at Llangennech Park, as 
above, on WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23rd, 1901, the whole of the following 

extremely valuable LIVE STOCK, viz.  
CATTLE.  

26 DAIRY Cows (20 of which have calves at their heels)—15 beautiful shorthorn 
dairy cows, 10 grand Hereford do., and 1 excellent Jersey do.  
10 IN-CALF HEIFERS—6 two-year-old short- horn heifers in calf, 4 do. Hereford 
do.  
24 TWO-YEAR-OLDS—9 excellent two-year-old feeding steers, 15 do. heifers (all 
in a forward condition).  
16 YEARLINGS—6 grand yearling shorthorn heifers, 3 do. shorthorn steers, 5 do. 
Hereford steers, 2 do. Hereford heifers.  
17 CALVES—9 first class Hereford heifer calves, 8 do. shorthorn do.  
10 BULLS, including the handsome pedigree shorthorn bull "Cardinal," 2 pedigree 
shorthorn yearling bulls, 6 fine shorthorn bull calves, and 1 grand pure bred 
Hereford bull calf.  

24 HORSES. 
3 grand cart geldings three and four years old, 3 excellent cart mares four years 
old, 1 grand collier mare eight years old, 4 cart mares and their foals, 1 hackney 
mare and her foal, 1 two-year-old filly, 1 do. gelding, 1 do. pony, 1 do. carter filly, 1 
do. hackney colt, 1 very promising two-year-old entire cart horse by Buccaneer." 

PIGS 
1 fine young boar (about 10 months old).  

SHEEP. 
218 BREEDING EWEs—138 two and four tooth crossbred breeding ewes, 30 do. 
pure bred Shropshire do., 50 do. mountain do.  
32 RAMS—2 four-tooth pure bred Shropshire rams, 7 two-tooth do. do., 23 pure 
bred Shropshire ram lambs.  
 

Luncheon on the tables at eleven o'clock a.m. Sale to commence immediately after. 
 

Six months' credit on approved security will be given on all sums over £5, or a 
discount for cash will be allowed at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum.  
 

Auctioneers' Offices, Arcade Chambers, Goat- street, Swansea, and Llangadock. 

CARMARTHEN  GENTLEMAN 
FINED. 

Messrs. C. W. Jones and Thomas 
Parkinson held a special court at 
Carmarthen on Monday for the 
purpose of hearing the charge of 
having been drunk and disorderly 
at Ferryside on Sunday, October 
27, preferred by Police-constable 
Joseph Morgan against Mr. 
Charles Bankes Davies, of 
Llwyndu, near Carmarthen. 
Defendant had been remanded in 
custody. 
Mr. Rowland Browne, the family 
solicitor, appeared on behalf of 
defendant, who was in a calmer 
mood than at the previous 
hearing. A fine of 10s. and 7s. 
costs was imposed. 

(Evening Express 5th November 1901) 

 
1902 

 
COLLIERY DEVELOPMENT, 

BELGIAN SYNDICATE'S 
SCHEME. 

Capital of £300,000. 
An urgency meeting of the 
Llanelly District Council was held 
on Saturday to consider a letter 
from Mr F. N. Powell, solicitor, 
stating he was instructed by the 
Joint Stock Company of Blast 
Furnaces, of Antwerp, the lessees 

of 1,000 acres of coal 
underlying Morfa Marsh, to apply 
to the Llanelly Urban District 
Council for a lease of the surface 
of the land for the purpose of 
their colliery operations. The 
company asked for a lease of 62 
years, and liberty to sink pits and 
shafts, to erect buildings, 
workshops, storehouses, cottages, 
etc., to form railways, tramways, 
and other roads and 
communications. Only a small 
portion of the surface would be 
required at present, because it 
would necessarily take a long 
time to complete the sinking 
operations which the company 
desired to commence at once. For 
the present there would be very 
little disturbance so far as tenants 
were concerned. The capital of 
the company was £300,000 and 
the company's operations would 
be on a very large scale, involving 
heavy expenditure, as their 
scheme embraced the raising of 
1,000 tons per day for exportation 
from the Llanelly district. Should 
the sinking operations of the 
company prove as successful as 
they had every reason to believe 
would be the case the outlook 
was a very hopeful one for the 
town and port of Llanelly.  Under 
these circumstances, continued 
Mr Powell, be felt sure the 



Council would offer his clients 
every inducement and 
encouragement in their 
undertaking. He thought his 
clients would be willing to agree 
to a clause giving them the option 
of purchase during the term. The 
application was discussed by the 
Council, and was very favourably 
received. Ultimately the surveyor, 
Mr Dan Williams, and Mr W. 
Wilkins, both mining engineers, 
and members of the Council, were 
asked to report upon the value of 
the land, and it was understood 
that the applicants should be 
informed that the Council were 
prepared to treat with them. 

(The Cardiff Times 19th April 1902) 

 
 

LLANSAINT.  
ANNIVERSARY SERVICES.—
The Independents of the above 
place held their anniversary on 
Sunday, May 4th., when able and 
powerful sermons were delivered 
by the Revs Rhys Williams 
Maenclochog, and D. Pandy 
Rhydderch, Llandilo. The 
afternoon and evening services 
were held at the Calvinistic 
Methodist Chapel. The 
congregations were large, and 
substantial collections were made. 
(Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly 

Advertiser 16th May 1902) 

 

FOUR MEN DROWNED AT 
LLANELLY. 

 
Not a season passes without its 
quota of boating and bathing 
fatalities, brought about, usually, 
through inexperience and risk. 
Last week at Llanelly nine men 
went out for a sail in the channel 
and when nearing the lighthouse 
they endeavoured to return owing 
to the sea being somewhat rough. 
Just as the boat had half turned 
round it was upset by a big wave. 
Four of the men were able to 
swim, and made for the shore, 
with the exception of those who 
were saved, and they held on to 
the boat. The accident was due to 
a panic in the boat. The boat was 
upright all the time, being dead 
against the wind. It all took place 
in a few seconds. The four men 
drowned were the four who 
jumped clear of the boat and 
swam shorewards. The victims 
were W Burgham, twenty; Charles 
Arthur Davies, 25; Albert Webb; 
29 and David John Simon, 25. 
Three of the victims were natives 
of Sydney. At an inquest held last 
Thursday a verdict of "Accidental 
Death" was returned. 

(The County Echo 5th June 1902) 
 
 
 

 

TRAGIC AFFAIR 
AT LLANELLY.- 

A sad and tragic case of suicide 
occurred at Llanelly on Tuesday 
evening. A young man named 
Daniel Jones, son of Mr Daniel 
Jones, black- smith at Nevills 
Foundry, and a mechanical stoker 
on board H.M.S., Theseus, shot 
himself through the head with a 
revolver in a shed at the back of 
his home in Pottery-street. 
Deceased was 25 years of age, 
and had served in the Navy for 
four years. He had been home for 
six weeks holiday, and on 
Tuesday night was to have left 
for Devonport to rejoin his ship, 
No reason is given for the rash 
act, the deceased had never 
grumbled or shown regret that he 
had joined the navy. 

(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter July 11, 
1902) 

 

 

NOTES.  

DRIFT TOLL. 

Mr. John Innes, of Llanelly, sends 
us the following letter from his 
collection:-  

Loughor, May 1. 1829.  

Dear Sir, A cart containing 
shovels passed through this 
borough today, on which there is 

due to the Portreeve the sum of 
4d. as drift toll, which was 
demanded of the driver, not 
knowing the cart belonged to you; 
but as some difference arose 
between the old man appointed to 
collect those dues and the cart-
man, I have thought it right to 
inform you of the circumstance. 
Trusting you will not for a 
moment conceive me capable of 
any act un-courteous to you, I 
deem it useless to relate the 
subject of a quarrel between the 
two men. - And remain, dear sir, 
in haste, yours very truly,  

R. JONES." 
(Weekly Mail 12th July 1902) 

 

 

UNFORTUNATE 
LLANELLYITES, 

Long Chapter of Accidents. 

Last week was an eventful one in 
the way of fatalities and accidents 
at Llanelly. On Tuesday a Navy 
man home on furlough shot 
himself with a revolver. Next 
evening a little boy was run over 
by a cart and killed, and a man 
named David Jones attempted 
suicide by cutting his throat with 
a razor. On Friday Ellis Reynolds 
died from lockjaw at the hospital, 
and the Coroner ordered an 



inquest on account of deceased 
having fallen from a window. 

There were further occurrences 
on Saturday. A man named John 
Davies fell dead shortly after 
entering a hayfield.  

About nine o'clock on Saturday 
night a young man named T. 
Thomas, residing at the Morfa, 
was knocked down by a tram on 
Stepney-street, and received 
rather severe injuries about the 
body 

Ellis Thomas, a native of 
Pontyberem, and living at Marble 
Hall-road, Llanelly, fell from a 
ladder and fractured his spine 
while painting at Llangennech on 
Saturday afternoon. He was 
attended to by Dr. J. L. Davies.  

A man named Newman, of 
Mansel-street, Llanelly, was 
brought home on Saturday 
suffering from injury to the head, 
probably concussion of the brain, 
says Dr. J. L. Davies, as the result 
of coming into contact with a 
signal at Pontardulais. 

(The Cardiff Times 19th July 1902) 

 
 
 

LLANELLY BOUND SHIP 
BURNT. 

The steamer Kaiser Wilhelm Der 
Grosse, which arrived at 

Plymouth, reports that on July 
20, in latitude 48.53 north, 
longtitude 18.3 west, she passed 
the Norwegian ship Pons Aelii 
Paspebiac, bound for Llanelly, 
abandoned and on fire, with the 
foremast standing. 

(Evening Express 22nd July 1902) 

 

 

 

BURRY PORT AS A SEASIDE 
RESORT. 

(Specially contributed by County 
Councillor Thomas Wilkins.) 

Burry Port was formerly a 
populous ward in the parish of 
Pembrey, in the County of 
Carmarthenshire, and contains 
about 5,000 inhabitants. Ever 
since the year 1898 the ward has 
had a most stubborn fight, and 
has at last persuaded the County 
Council to invest it with urban 
powers, and it is therefore the 
latest Urban Sanitary Authority in 
Wales.  

It is geographically situated 
between Swansea and 
Carmarthen, 16 miles from both, 
and 229 miles from London. The 
name of "Burry Port" is a 
compound word derived from its 
proximity to the Burry River, and 
it possesses a natural outlet to the 
sea. It has three docks, viz, East, 

West, and the Old Harbour. The 
East and West Docks are lighted 
by electricity, the glare from 
which can be seen from miles 
around. The discharging and 
loading of ships will be done in 
the near future by hydraulic 
pressure. Machinery for that 
purpose already on the spit. The 
dock gates are 46ft. in width, and 
27ft. in height from the sills.  

There is a through service of 
steamers calling often twice a 
week for Liverpool, Bristol, and 
London. Steamships up to 2,000 
tons have been despatched loaded 
from here to foreign ports. The 
town is most beautifully situated. 
On the south lies the Burry River, 
3½ miles wide on the N. and N.E., 
protected by a range of lofty hills, 
running in a longitudinal direction 
for three or four miles, thus 
affording a complete shelter from 
the winds. Having a warm, 
southerly aspect, and being close 
to the sea, it makes a most 
suitable and desirable spot for 
habitation.  

As a seaside resort, it possesses 
many physical advantages rarely 
met with in other places. The 
great attraction, of course, is the 
sea and the beautiful sands, which 
are of the finest description—no 
admixture of clay, stones, or 
other ingredients, but pure, 

unadulterated sand of the cleanest 
quality. As to sea-bathing, there 
are unbounded facilities of a 
natural kind. The open coast 
extends from the. Pier Head to 
the Old Harbour, a. distance of 
two-thirds of a mile, and is open 
to the public for bathing, or other 
amusements.  

The whole of this is composed of 
hard, clean sand, free from 
quicksand and holes, and slopes 
gradually towards the river. At 
the east end of Pier runs a 
splendid bed of mussels; and the 
west side is noted for its cockles. 
Good fishing is to be had; bass, 
cod, mullet, and ray are available 
at almost any time in the bay, and 
there is trout, etc., from the 
Gwendraeth River, three miles 
distant.  

On the coast-side are numerous 
sandbanks, with an elevation 
ranging up to 40 or 50ft., which 
makes the place look very 
picturesque. The National 
Lifeboat Institution has one of 
their very best boats housed in 
the port, which can be launched 
within two minutes. In addition to 
the sands before-mentioned, there 
are also good sands both east and 
west. The west runs miles away to 
Cefn Shiddan, a noted place for 
wrecks. The beach here and there 
tells its own tale by the number 



of wrecks left on the banks. The 
sand-banks adjoining are 
beautifully turfed, and on that 
which runs towards Burry Port 
are the golf links, the best in 
Wales. From the east side, 
LIanelly, Penclawdd, Gower, and 
other places are clearly seen, and 
cricketers can always get a good 
wicket.  

Cricket, hockey, lawn tennis, and. 
football clubs have been 
established many years n the 
town. A company of Volunteers 
have their headquarters with a 
splendid brass band at their head. 
The Great Western Railway 
postal and telegraph offices are 
centrally situated, and visitors 
will enjoy a trip by the B.P. and 
G.V. Railway whlch runs up the 
beautiful and fertile Gwendraeth 
Valley into a district rich in 
mineral wealth.  

Pontyberan Ponthewry, Cwm-
Mawr, T'rimsaran Pontyeates, are 
places to visit on the journey. The 
geologist would soon reap a rich 
harvest what with the fossils from 
the shale of the coalpits and 
quarries, carboniferous limestone, 
and the silurian formation which 
crops out in many places.  

The chemist could delight himself 
in viewing the various works, 
watching the various chemical 

reactions taking place in the 
manufacture of white lead (by the 
only manufactory in Wales), the 
conversion of piglead into lithary, 
red lead, orange lead, lead 
chloride, paints, and varnishes of 
all descriptions. At the tinworks 
he would see, in a practical form, 
how sulphate of iron (copperas) is 
made on a large scale; and at the 
copper works (which forms a 
small village of its own) one 
would hardly credit the number of 
different chemical operations 
continually going on.  

The botanist would find much to 
interest him on the mountain-top, 
sylvan vale and shady lanes. The 
royal fern, sea. thistle, etc., are 
here in abundance, and the sand-
hills would well repay the work of 
the entomologist, as rare 
specimens of lepidoptera may be 
found there.  

The zoologist would be at home 
along the miles of sandy wave-
swept coast. He could also make 
excursions to the neighbouring 
bay, either by boat or tug. To the 
artist and photographer, a 
hundred and one scenes of 
varying shades present themselves 
to the eye.  

For motorist and cyclist, the 
roads are fairly level. County 
main roads are in good order, and 

street corners, of late, have 
rapidly been improved by the 
Council. To those who seek 
pleasure the pier is a favourite 
resort. Being in an elevated 
position, pleasure boats can be 
hired for boating and fishing in 
the harbour or river. From the 
hill, views can be obtained overt 
the sea towards Tenby, Rhossilly 
Bay, the Gower Coast, Caldy 
Island, Worm’s Head, the Holmes, 
Lundy and on very clear shores of 
Devonshire can easily be seen. 
The hills, which are well 
cultivated, present a very pleasing 
appearance, and more particularly 
during the summer months, when 
almost any shade of colour may 
be observed in the growing crops, 
ranging from the slightest green 
tint to the deepest bronze.  

To the invalid the air is pure and 
bracing. Further, Burry Port, 
having an open air sea aspect 
which opens out into the 
Carmarthen Bay, thence into St. 
George's Channel, and, finally into 
the Atlantic Ocean, it is thus seen 
that there is an uninterrupted 
course of fresh air right from the 
Atlantic Ocean.  

Burry Port enjoys a peculiar 
protection from the effects of the 
elements, and the sea breezes 
tend to remove the sultry air 
during the summer months, thus 

clearing the atmosphere. In 
reference to the water, chemically 
known by its symbol H.2.O., it is 
to be found here in almost a state 
of purity. Not only have we a 
magnificent supply running to 
waste, which, under the newly-
formed Urban Authority, will no 
doubt be stored for town 
purposes, but at present we have 
laid on spring water, yielding a 
fair supply of good quality, ever 
flowing with perennial freshness. 
The quality of these waters, the 
writer has proved by chemical 
tests to contain a small quantity 
of chloride of sodium, carbonate 
of lime and a little sulphate of 
iron. There is scarcely a trace of 
ammonia, which shows: that it is 
free from organic matter. The 
springs vary a little as to their 
composition but, on the whole, 
they may be said to be chemically 
pure. It is supposed that they run 
through a course of sand and 
lime-stones, which accounts to a 
great extent for their sparkling 
clarity. The small proportion of 
carbonate of lime proves that 
they are not surface springs; were 
they so, the carbonic acid gas 
brought down by the rain from 
the atmosphere would act on the 
limestone by carbonising it, and 
thus produce a much greater 
quantity of carbonate of lime.  



The spiritual wants of the place 
are well provided for. Here we 
have churches and chapels of 
various denominations in English 
and Welsh. Some of the churches 
are lit by electricity, others by 
coal and acetelyn gas, of their 
own manufacture. No less than 
nine splendid buildings are set 
apart for religious work.  

With regard to accommodation, 
there are many respectable and 
well-conducted hotels in the town, 
and apartments can be obtained 
at very reasonable charges in 
dozens, of private houses. Milk, 
eggs, poultry, vegetables, and fruit 
are plentiful, and can be obtained 
from farmers on the spot. Of late 
years, a splendid non-political 
club has been erected for the 
purpose of accommodating 
visitors. Of course, the usual 
entrance formality must be gone 
through. The Earl of Ashburnham 
is its president, Sir Thomas 
Pilkerton, Mr. Geo. Herring, Mr. 
Gerald Elkington, J.P., and other 
gentlemen are vice-presidents. 
The club is kept like a new pin. It 
possesses billiards, card, ping-
pong tables, and large reading-
rooms well-stocked with 
periodicals and the latest London 
papers. The Earl of Ashburnham 
has a lovely country house, 
known as Pembrey House, which 

commands a beautiful view, close 
to the town.  

The Free Library has been 
adopted. Cabs, traps, brakes, and 
any kind of conveyance can be 
obtained.  

For years the village has been 
under the aegis of the Llanelly 
Rural Council, and under its care 
it has been cramped, and its 
progress retarded. Had they given 
us a reservoir, and provided a 
system of drainage, Burry Port 
today would be one of the finest 
seaside resorts in the kingdom. 
Now that we are about to be 
formed into an urban district, and 
will have the management and 
control of our own affairs, we 
shall soon put into force the 
Public Health Acts, which give 
the Council power for the 
multifarious duties, the 
performance of which is essential 
to the well-being of the town.  

With the powers which the 
County Council has just granted, 
Burry Port will develop into one 
of the healthiest and finest 
seaside resorts in Wales. As a 
resident of many years' standing, 
I can speak from experience of 
what I have witnessed in my 
friends—that the change of air 
eventually produces renovation of 
the whole system and makes one 

feel quite a different person. In 
years gone by, Burry Port have 
suffered considerably through, the 
neglect of the Rural Council, but 
from this time onward, we intend 
moving with the times, and I will 
strongly recommend these people 
who leave the smoky and 
crowded towns of South Wales in 
search of health and know how to 
enjoy and appreciate nature, 
Burry Port will be the place of all 
others to come to. 

(The Cambrian 5th September 1902) 

 
 
 

LLANELLY PUBLIC AND 
STRADEY PARK. 

 Speaking at the Agricultural 
Society luncheon on Tuesday 
afternoon, Mr. Mansel Lewis,  
Stradey Castle, who presided, 
referred to the enormous 
proportions sport was assuming in 
Llanelly. The conditions were 
very different now to those 
existing 30 years ago. When he 
threw the Stradey ground open to 
the public for recreation, he never 
contemplated crowds of 10,000 to 
view matches on Saturdays. Many 
people were also inclined to look 
upon the grounds as a public 
park. In view of these facts, he 
would at an early date be obliged 
to review the situation. 

(The Weekly Mail September13, 1902) 

TINPLATE FIREMEN'S 
HOURS. 

Notices Tendered at Burryport. 
Negotiations have been 
proceeding for several months by 
the Gasworkers' Union to secure 
an eight hours’ shift for the 
firemen employed at the 
following Llanelly tinplate works: 
Old Castle, Old Lodge, Western, 
Burry Port, South Wales, and 
Morfa. No arrangement having 
been come to, the executive 
council of the Union allowed the 
men to tender notices the first 
Monday this month. which 
terminate at the end of the 
month. Should no arrangement 
become to before then a stoppage, 
which will affect some 4,000 men, 
will take place. 

(The Cambrian 19th September 1902) 

 
 
 
 

COLLIERS SUED FOR 
BREACH OF CONTRACT. 

At the Llanelly Police Court on 
Tuesday, the Gwendraeth Colliery 
Company summoned Evan 
Davies, Pinged, and David Rees, 
Pinged, Pembrey, John Brunncll 
and Owen Brunnell, Carway, 
Kidwelly, with breach of contract 
and claimed 10s from each.—Mr 
T. R. Ludford, I for the company, 



sought an adjournment as very 
probably a settlement would be 
arrived at.—Mr Saunders, for the 
defendants, agreed, as he 
understood from the management 
that the I matter would be settled. 

(The Cardiff Times 20th September 1902) 

 

 

4,000 MEN IDLE AT 
LLANELLY. 

Demand for an Eight Hours' 
Shift. 

On Monday six tinplate works at 
Llanelly, employing about 4,000 
men, were idle on account of a 
dispute about the hours of some 
40 boiler fire-men. At the Morfa 
Works the firemen left work on 
Friday, at all the other tinplate 
works they finished on Saturday. 
At the South Wales Steel Works 
the difficulty has been 
temporarily got over. Without 
recognising an eight hours' shift 
the employers have sanctioned an 
arrangement enabling three 
firemen to divide the work among 
them at something like the same 
wages formerly paid to two. This 
practically provides for an eight 
hours' shift. The spirit of the 
compact understood to exist 
among employers would be 
against the arrangement, but the 
Makers’ Association does not 

cover steel works. The Gas 
Stokers' Union's demand for the 
firemen is an eight hours' shift, 
and no compromise. The Makers' 
Association have met the demand 
with a direct negative. It appears 
that they consider their 
concession of the demand would 
lead to an eight hours’ shift for all 
day men throughout the trade. An 
eight hours' shift is now worked 
by members of the Welsh 
Artisans Union in many places 
and was first secured for the 
strikers at Swansea Gas Works. 

The Tinplate Masters' 
Association, working through the 
Conciliation Board since its 
formation in April, 1899, has 
been successful in avoiding all 
strikes, and the present rupture 
seems to be largely due to the 
difficulty of finding a uniform 
basis on which to settle conditions 
of work and wages of the various 
classes of day-wage men at the 
works. 

(The Cardiff Times 4th October 1902) 

 
 

NEW PWLL SCHOOL 
At a meeting of the Pembrey 
School Board on Monday, Mr E. 
H. Wilson presiding, a letter was 
read from the Board of Education 

approving the plans of the new 
school at Pwll. Tenders were 
invited for the work. A precept 
on the overseers for £ 1,000 to 
meet the requirements of the 
current half-year was issued. 

(The Cardiff Times 1st November 1902) 
 

 
 
 
PEMBREY PARISH COUNCIL. 
The monthly meeting of the 
Pembrey Parish Council was held 
at the Free Library on Saturday. 
Mr. Dd. Williams presided, and 
there were also present the 
following members: Messrs. W. 
Howell, Thos. Williams, Joseph 
Griffiths (Burry Port), Robt. 
Lewis (Village), Danl. Rees 
(Pwll), W. David (Trimsaran), and 
the deputy clerk Mr. Frank 
Davies).  

Enclosure of Land. — Mr. 
Papillon, the agent of the Earl of 
Ashburnham, had written to the 
Parish Council in reference to the 
land which has been enclosed by 
the Parish Council, and it was 
decided that the surveyor be 
authorised to go down to 
Carmarthen to obtain a copy of 
the land belonging to the parish, 
as shown on the plan which the 
commissioners had drawn up.  

Repairing Ty Newydd 
Footpath.—A report was received 
from the surveyor, Mr. Jenkins, 
in reference to the repairing of 
the footpath leading from Ty 
Newydd to Trimsaran. The 
surveyor recommended that ashes 
be put on the whole of the 
footpath, and that three new 
wicket gates be erected. He 
estimated the cost of repairing 
the road at £25. It was decided 
unanimously that the surveyor's 
report be adopted, and that Mr. 
Jenkins carry out the work.  

Winter Classes on Agriculture.—
A letter was read from the clerk 
of the Carmarthen County Council 
in which the County Council 
stated their intention of providing 
a lecturer on agriculture this 
winter at Burry Port.  

Precept for the Year.— Mr. W. 
Howell moved, and Mr. D. 
Williams seconded, that a precept 
be issued for £150 for the ensuing 
year towards parish expenses. The 
motion was unanimously adopted.  

Waun Baglan Wicket-gates.— Mr. 
David. Trimsaran, complained 
that the wicket-gates at Waun 
Baglan had not been erected yet, 
although the time fixed in the 
contract had passed. It was 
decided that unless the gates were 



fixed in two weeks time the 
contract would he cancelled.  

Lighting and Watching 
Committee.—The monthly 
meeting of the above committee, 
which comprises the whole of the 
members of the Burry Port Ward, 
was held at the Free Library on 
Saturday. Mr. Dd. Williams 
presided, and there were present 
:— Messrs. Thos Williams, W. 
Howell, Joseph Griffith, and the 
deputy clerk (Mr. Frank Davies.  

New Lamps.—It was decided that 
six additional lamps be obtained, 
and that they be fixed two on the 
road leading from Jerusalem 
Chapel to Gwscwm, one at the 
furnace, two on the pathway 
leading from the furnace to 
Ashburnham House, and one at 
Pen-coed. The Chairman 
explained that they had sufficient 
money in hand this year for 
lighting purposes and for buying 
the new lamps, without levying a 
rate for this year. 

(The Cambrian 7th November 1902) 

 
LANELLY SADLER’S SUCCESS 
At the recent Welsh Industries 
Exhibition at Liverpool a saddle 
made by Mr. Thomas Evans (R. 
Evans and Sons), Llanelly, was 
awarded first prize. 

(The Cambrian 7th November 1902) 

 

PWLL NEW SCHOOL 
At a meeting held on Friday 
evening Messrs Brown, Thomas, 
and John's tender was accepted 
for the erection of a new school 
for infant, at Pwll for £ 795. 

(The Cardiff Times 27th December 1902) 

 
 

1903 
 

STRADEY PARK ACQUIRED 
BY A SYNDICATE  

Stradey Park. the well-known 
enclosure made famous by the 
Llanelly Football Club, has, we 
understand, now been acquired by 
a local syndicate, who have 
secured a lease from the owner, 
Mr. Mansel Lewis, Stradey Castle. 
In all. the syndicate have a taking 
of about 40 acres, which includes 
not only the football field, but the 
cricket field and the adjoining 
field as well It is intended to 
make the Park the headquarters 
of athletics in Llanelly, and a 
scheme for laying out the ground 
is being considered. Negotiations 
are now pending between the 
syndicate and the football club 
for the use of the ground for next 
season. 

(Evening Express January 7, 1903) 

BENEDICTINE SETTLEMENT 
IN WALES 

A telegram from Brest says:—
After their expulsion from 
France the Benedictine monks of 
the Abbey of Kerbeneat, near 
Landerneau, will go to Wales, 
where Lord Ashburnham has 
placed a house and about 50 acres 
of land at their disposal. The new 
settlement is near Burry Port, a 
small town west of Llanelly.—
Reuter. 

(Evening Express 17th February 1903) 

 
 

NOTES ON MEN & THINGS 

Apropos of the advent of the 
Benedictine settlement at 
Llanelly, it may be of interest to 
know that the whole of the 
Catholic priest hood in Swansea 
and Llanelly belong to the Order 
of St. Benedict. In time the local 
pulpits will be occupied by many 
of the Breton visitors, most of 
whom are credited with great 
oratorical talent. 

(The Cambrian 13th March 1903) 

 
 

 

LLANELLY. 

Furious Driving - Colombo 
Guespee and Minert Attau, 

Station-road, were lined 10s and 
costs for furiously driving hot 
chip-potato carts.  

In Pursuit of Game - David 
Henry Griffiths, Five Roads, was 
fined 15s. and costs for 
trespassing in pursuit of game at 
Corslaw, Five Roads. 

(The Cardiff Times 11th April 1903) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Evening Express 25th May 1903) 
 
 
 

HERE AND THERE. 
The Stepney Separation. -Llanelly 
has seen many remarkable 
marriage conflicts of late years 
among the upper classes. Last 
Thursday, in the Divorce Court, 
Lady Stepney petitioned for a 
judicial separation on the ground 

Advertisment: 
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A junior Draughtsman; able to 
make working drawings from 
sketches and instructions and 
to make own dimensions.—
Apply, staling references, age, 
wages, and experience, to 
Elliott’s Metal Company 
(Limited), Pembrey Copper 
Works, Burry Port. 

 



of the desertion of her busband, 
Sir Arthur Stepney, of The Dell, 
Llanelly, a large landed 
proprietor, and an ex-M.P. The 
judge found in favour of the 
petitioner and granted her 
ladyship a judicial separation. 

(The County Echo 4th June 1903) 

 

 

MORFA TINPLATE ACCIDENT 

At the Morfa Tinplate Works, 
Llanelly, on Thursday evening 
Daniel Walter Smith (20), 
Ropewalk-row, whilst engaged iu 
bundling scrap iron fell, and two 
pieces of iron pierced his body. 
Dr. Roderick attended to the 
wounds, but they were of such a 
serious nature that Smith expired 
about 24 hours after the 
occurrence. 

(The Cardiff Times 13th June 1903) 

 

 

 

LLANELLY TRAGEDY 

Brewery Manager's Sad End. 

FONDNESS FOR REVOLVER 
PRACTICE. 

A painful sensation was created 
in Llanelly and district yesterday 
afternoon by the news of the 
tragic end of Mr. John Lewis, the 
well-known manager of the 

Felinfoel Brewery. Mr. Lewis was 
about as usual on Monday 
morning transacting his business. 
when he appeared to be quite well 
and cheerful. He then went to his 
home, Rose Cottage, for lunch, 
and afterwards back to the office, 
being subsequently found shot 
dead. 
 

It is difficult to understand 
exactly what occurred, because up 
to within almost a minute of his 
death Mr. Lewis was engaged in 
his duties as usual. He was going 
over some account with one of 
the clerks, and then he left the 
office. On his way he passed his 
father, who is engaged at the 
brewery, and spoke quite 
cheerfully to him. Two seconds 
later a shot was heard, and it was 
found that Mr. Lewis had a 
wound in the middle of the 
forehead, and that death had been 
instantaneous. Dr. John Davies 
was immediately summoned, but 
he could do nothing.  

From inquiries, we have 
ascertained that Mr. Lewis had 
recently taken to revolver 
practice at a target, and he had 
been very fond of the pursuit. So 
cheerful was Mr. Lewis up to the 
end, and so little cause had he for 
any anxiety, so far as can be 
ascertained, that the theory of 

fatal accident is strongly 
entertained in many quarters. He 
was more than usually happy in 
his home life, and was at lunch a 
couple of hours before his death. 
He was then in very good spirits. 
Mr. Lewis was 44 years of age, 
and leaves a widow and five 
children. He was connected for 
some years with the Wern 
Engineering Works, and held the 
position of cashier for a long 
time. He then transferred his 
splen did business abilities to the 
Felinfoel Brewery, he having 
married a daughter of the late Mr. 
David John, the founder of the 
brewery. 

(Evening Express 16th June 1903) 

 

 
 
 

STRADEY PARK,  LLANELLY. 

 HORSE RACING AND 
CYCLING TRACKS TO BE 

CONSTRUCTED.  

Mr. F. L. Rees, the popular 
captain of the Llanelly cricket 
team, secured a lease 
of Stradey Athletic Ground many 
months ago, and his enterprise 
was reported at the time. It is 
now Mr. Rees' intention, having 
formed a syndicate in which some 
London people are interested, to 

construct a cycling track and also 
a horse-racing course. For some 
time there was difficulty in 
arranging terms with the Llanelly 
Football Club, who had not 
previously paid Mr. Mansel Lewis 
more than a nominal rent for the 
use of the "classic slope." A 
bargain has now been struck, the 
annual rental of the football 
ground having been fixed at £75. 

(Weekly Mail July 18, 1903) 

 
 
 

FATAL BOILER EXPLOSION. 
A locomotive belonging to 
Messrs. Nevill, Druce, and Co. 
was standing on Tuesday 
afternoon outside the South 
Wales Pottery at Llanelly when 
the boiler burst, with the result 
that the stoker was shattered to 
pieces, and the engine driver 
sustained shocking injuries. The 
scene of the explosion abuts on 
one of the principal streets of the 
town, and there were many 
marvellous escapes from the 
flying fragments of iron which 
were scattered in all directions by 
the force of the explosion. 
(County Observer and Monmouthshire Central 

Advertiser 3rd October 1903) 

 

 

 



GERMAN BARS AT 
LLANELLY.  

For some weeks past German 
steel bars. have been largely 
imported into Llanelly for use in 
local tinplate works. The 
shipment of German bars last 
month amounted to over 2,000 
tons. 

(The Cambrian 23rd October 1903) 

 

 

 

FERRYSIDE.  

FLANNEL CLUB.—For many 
years past Miss Gwyn, Guardian 
for the district, has collected 
subscriptions from her wealthy 
friends in and out of Ferryside for 
the purpose of encouraging thrift 
and economy among her 
parishioners by providing a bonus 
to every member who pays a 
shilling a month into a Flannel 
Club Fund established by her 
years ago. The members of the 
Club have the privilege of having 
goods at reduced prices. The 
annual sale of flannel took place 
at the National School, Ferryside, 
on Monday. 

SUDDEY DEATH.—We regret to 
announce the sudden death of the 
only child of Mr Thomas and 
Rachel Humphreys, Mount 

Pleasant, Ferryside, which 
occurred at 6.30 p.m on Saturday 
last.  

HARVEST FESTIVAL.—
Harvest thanksgiving services 
were held at St, Thomas's Church 
on Wednesday last, when the 
Vicar of Llangennech preached to 
a very large congregation. The 
church had been beautifully 
decorated by Mrs D W 
Drummond, Mrs Gery, Walton; 
Misses Gwyn, Thomas, Mitchell, 
and Goldsmith. Thanksgiving 
services were held in Salem 
Baptist Chapel, Ferryside, on 
Tuesday last.  

WATER SUPPLY.—On Friday 
night last, the Village Debating 
Society held their first meeting at 
Croft Cottage, Ferryside. The Rev 
D Williams presided over a 
crowded audience. The President 
opened the session in a very neat 
speech, and called upon Mr Geo 
Dyke, Ship Hotel, Ferryside, who 
read an interesting and valuable 
paper upon the village water 
supply. He stated that about 
twenty years ago fever raged in 
the village through impure water 
drinking. The press took the 
matter up, and the authorities 
were forced to do their duty by 
calling upon the village to procure 
a good and pure water supply for 
themselves. They refused to do 

so, and the result was that the 
authorities took the matter in 
hand themselves, and borrowed 
about £400. With an additional 
£50 they brought a good supply of 
water to the village. The 
authorities calculated that a rate 
of a shilling in the £ would repay 
the capital and interest in a 
certain number of years. The 
shilling rate was levied, and was 
considered sufficient for a few 
years, but for some strange and 
unexplained reason the water rate 
had been as high as Is 6d in the “. 
It is now 1s 4d in the pound, 
although the number paying the 
rate has greatly increased. Mr 
Dyke considered that the rate was 
too heavy.—A resolution was 
passed and sent to the district 
councillor (Miss Gwyn), asking 
her to apply to the authorities for 
a statement of the accounts with 
the receipts and expenditure of 
the water works. — Messrs A D 
Townsend, E Evans, J Woodley, 
H Thomas and Mr Davies said 
that the supply was inadequate, 
and the rate too heavy. — A vote 
of thanks was accorded to Mr 
Dyke for his very valuable paper. 
This terminated a very enjoyable 
and interesting evening. — The 
next paper will be read by Mr 
Owen, the Station, to-night 

(Friday), upon The Shell Fish 
Industry of Ferryside." 

(The Carmarthen Journal an South Wales 
Weekly Advertiser 30th October 1903) 

 

KIDWELLY DOCK. 

Is Kidwelly to regain some of its 
former importance as a port?' The 
action of the Town Council 
augurs well for the future. Some 
correspondence and much 
discussion at the last Council 
meeting has had good results, and 
now tenders are invited for the 
clearing of the clay and mud from 
the docks. Both the east and west 
docks, as they are officially 
known, are to part with their 
mud, while 14 feet of the same 
substance is to be taken from the 
east corner of the entrance to 
both docks. We may hope to see 
Kidwelly a flourishing port while 
our Llanelly friends are 
quarrelling about an entrance. 

(The Carmarthen Journal an South Wales 
Weekly Advertiser 30th October 1903) 

 

 

A BIG CONTRACT. 

An order for 100,000 tons of steel 
bars has, it is stated, been placed 
with the American Trust by South 
Wales iron and steel and tin-plate 
manufacturers at Newport, 
Swansea, and Llanelly. The bulk 



of the consignment, it is 
understood, is for a firm which 
recently has largely used German 
bars. The contract price is £4 per 
ton. 

(The County Observer and Monmouthshire 
Advertiser 14th November 1903) 

 
 
 

LLANELLY COLLIERY CASE. 
RHONDDA MINING 
ENGINEER'S CLAIM. 

The hearing of the claim brought 
by Mr. William Porth Thomas, a. 
Rhondda Valley mining engineer, 
against the Achddu Colliery 
Company, Burry Port, for £1,605, 
balance of machinery supplied, 
was resumed (before Mr. Justice 
Bruce and a special jury), at 
Glamorgan Assizes on Tuesday. 
The defendants disputed an item 
of £50, and counter-claimed for 
breach of warranty.  
  
Mr. Justice Bruce gave judgment 
for plaintiff on the claim, with 
costs, not to be taxed until 
further orders, and the counter-
claim, in which it was alleged that 
the machinery supplied was not in 
accordance with the contract, had 
been determined by an arbitrator. 
The special jury asked for an 
additional fee, as the case had 
occupied two days, but the judge 

said he' had no power to grant the 
request. 

(Weekly News 12th December 1903) 

 
 
 

AT LAST.— 
On Wednesday before Christmas 
the Llanelly North Dock, the 
property of the Harbour 
Commissioners, was opened. Mr 
W. Wilkins, J P., chairman of the 
Commissioners, performed the 
opening ceremony, and referring 
to past misunderstandings 
between the public body and 
private companies with regard to 
the dock, expressed a hope that 
the “hatchet might be buried." The 
long postponed ceremony, due to 
almost insurmount- difficulties, 
now happily tided over, has at 
last been performed. 

(The County Echo 31st December 1903) 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

(The Cambrian 24th December 1903) 

LANGLAND BAY. 
 

GIRLS’ BOARDING & DAY 
SCHOOL, BELLEVUE, 

LANGLAND, NEAR SWANSEA. 
 

PRINCIPALS – The MISSES 
PHILLIPS, 

Assisted by Resident Certified 
English and Foreign Governesses and 

Visiting Masters. 
Preperation for Local Examinations. 
The house is well situated in its own 

grounds close to beach and park. 

1904 
 

LLANSAINT.  

Robbing the Donkey.—Not very 
long ago and not, very far from 
the little cockle village on the hill, 
one of the most knowing of 
donkeys fell down a well. He 
called from the depths with his 
melodious voice for help and his 
cues were heard by two old wags, 
who sent for its owner. The latter 
after getting the “moke” up from 
the well, sent for a bottle of the 
best Scotch whisky to give to the 
donkey, but alas! their natural 
craving for "a wee drop of the old 
craythur" overcame the two old 
wags, so they tasted it and praised 
the donnkey for getting into the 
well. But niver a drop of the “old 
craythur" did they give the other 
poor creature, for shame! 

(The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales 
Weekly Advertiser 1st January 1904) 

 

 

DUMPING AT LLANELLY. 

The "dumping" of German steel 
bars into Llanelly goes on more 
briskly than ever. During the 
week two large cargoes have been 
brought to the new dock for 
Messrs. Richard Thomas and Co., 

and more is expected. It is also 
understood that cargoes from 
America will shortly be received, 
inquiries from several prospective 
shippers having been made. It is 
certainly "a fly in the ointment" 
that the first use to which the 
new dock should be put is the 
"dumping" of foreign bars to the 
detriment of Welsh steelworkers. 
Meanwhile the new steel works 
for Messrs. Richard Thomas is 
being pushed on rapidly. This 
works will be equipped on a 
magnificent scale with labour-
saving appliances, so that the cost 
of production will be brought 
down to an irreducible minimum. 
In spite of this, however, Messrs. 
Thomas will not be able to touch 
the price at which German bars 
are landed at Llanelly. 

(The Cambrian 8th January 1904) 

 

 

KIDWELLY BRICKWORKS. 
We much regret to find that, 
owing to being greatly over-
stocked, Messrs Stephens & Co. 
have been obliged to close up 
their extensive works for a short 
time, and work ceased with the 
old year.  
On the other hand - Messrs 
Smart's works and Mr Alex. 
Young's works are doing well.  



On Saturday Mr Young 
entertained his workmen to a 
substantial dinner of roast and 
boiled beef, roast and boiled 
mutton, poultry, and plum 
pudding, with bread and cheese, 
and beer galore at the Lamb and 
Flag Inn, Mynyddygarreg. Some 
60 persons sat down at the tables, 
which were presided over by Mr 
and Mrs Young, and all very 
greatly enjoyed themselves. After 
the cloth had been removed, 
several speeches were made 
which showed that the feelings 
which existed between master and 
man here was of the most cordial 
order. A good programme of 
songs, etc., was gone through, and 
the proceedings terminated with 
“God Save the King."  
Mr and Mrs Williams, of the 
Lamb and Flag, are much to be 
praised for the able way in which 
all the arrangements for the 
dinner were carried out. 

(The Welshman 8th January 1904) 

 

 

 

 

FROM AMERICA FOR 
LLANELLY. 

Although the dumping of foreign 
steel bars into South Wales is not 
precisely a source of satisfaction, 

it will be of more than average 
interest to Llanelly folk to hear 
that the first t steamer to arrive 
at that port direct from the States 
is due shortly with a cargo of 
2,000 tons of steel bars for local 
works. 

Needless to say the arrival would 
have been impossible had it not 
been for the opening of the new 
North Dock, and the boat would 
have had to go to Swansea to 
discharge. 

(The Cambrian 22nd January 1904) 

 
 
 
 

MISHAP TO A WEDDING 
PARTY. 

Distressing Affair at Kidwelly. 
On Saturday morning a 
distressing accident occurred at a 
wedding at Kidwelly. While the 
bridal party were entering the 
carriage to take them to church 
the horses started, and one of the 
bridesmaids, a young lady from 
Pontyberem, was knocked down, 
sustaining fractures of a leg and 
an arm. The wedding was that of 
Mr Rees Davies, Knockingstone, 
and Alisa Mary Anne Gravell, 
Tynewydd, both of 
Mynyddygarreg, Kidwelly. 

(The Cardiff Times 6th February 1904) 

 

WELSH GLEANINGS 
Mr C. Mendwyn Davies, Llanelly, 
has been selected to conduct a 
choir of 5,000 voices at the next 
Temperance Music Festival at the 
Crystal Palace. 

(The Cardiff Times 8th February 1902) 

 
 
 
 

LLANELLY LICENCES. 
SUGGESTED EARLIER 
CLOSING OF HOUSES. 

At the confirming licensing 
sessions for the Eastern Division 
of Carmarthenshire, held at 
Llandeilo on Tuesday, Mr. Lleufer 
Thomas (on behalf of the 
inhabitants of Llanelly) asked the 
magistrates to grant an early date 
for considering an application to 
close the public houses of 
Llanelly at ten o'clock, instead of 
at eleven, as at present.  
 

Mr. D. R. Edmunds, representing 
the Llanelly Licensed Victuallers' 
Association, said that he had 
received no notice of any 
application, and claimed that 
before anything was done proper 
notices should be served.  
 

Mr. Thomas intimated that this 
would be done.  
 

At the same sessions the licences 
granted to Mr. R. C. Jenkins in 
respect of bottling stores at 

Llanelly, and to Messrs. David 
John, of the Felinfoel Brewery, 
were confirmed. 

(Weekly Mail 2nd April 1904) 

 
 

OLD SMUGGLERS' CAVE. 
A SINGULAR INCIDENT AT 

FERRYSIDE 
An old smugglers* cave at 
Ferryside has just been re-called 
to memory in a. remarkable 
manner. Mr. Woodliffe, residing 
at Palermo Villas, was on his 
lawn a few days ago attending to 
the flower border, when, owing to 
a sudden subsidence, he partially 
disappeared from view, one leg 
being drawn down quite 3ft. 
Fortunately, Mr. Woodliffe was 
not alone, and he was soon 
extricated from his uncomfortable 
position. An examination 
disclosed a subterranean passage, 
fifteen yards long, at a depth of 
16ft. The cave terminated in a. 
rocess about 6ft. to 9ft. square, 
neatly cut out of the earth, 
without masonry or supports. It is 
known that about sixteen years 
ago an old cottage, called "Dyer's 
House" or "The Smugglers' 
Cottage," was pulled down, when 
the present villas were built near 
the site. 

(Weekly Mail 7th May 1904) 

 



FERRYSIDE.  

DISCOVERY OF THE 
SMUGGLERS' RETREAT. 

An old smugglers' cave 
at Ferryside has just come to light 
in a singular manner. Mr 
Woodliffe, residing at Palermo 
Villas, was on his lawn a few days 
ago attending to the flower 
border, when, owing to a sudden 
subsidence of the ground he 
partially disappeared from view. 
Fortunately the gentleman was 
not alone, and was soon 
extricated from his uncomfortable 
position. An examination has 
revealed a subterranean passage 
15 yards in length at a depth of 
16 feet. The cave terminated in a 
recess about 6ft to 9ft. square, all 
neatly cut out of solid earth, 
without any masonry or supports 
whatever. It is known that about 
16 years ago an old cottage, 
“Dyer's House "or “The Smugglers' 
Cottage," was pulled down, when 
the present villas were built near 
the site. It is likely that the 
foundations of the old house 
covered the enlarged portion of 
the cave, the existence of which is 
remembered by many of the old 
inhabitants. Interesting snapshots 
have been taken. 

(The Welshman May 13, 1904) 

 

MOCK SUN AMD MIRAGE 

 Curious Atmospheric Effects  

The intense heat of Sunday last 
seems (Mr. Arthur Mee writes) to 
have caused some curious 
atmospheric effects. For example, 
a mirage was seen at Langland 
Bay, Gower, a panorama of the 
Gower coast being reflected on a 
mist bank in the channel. It 
appears the sight was a beautiful 
one. I recollect myself, many 
years ago, seeing a similar 
phenomenon near Saundersfoot, a 
species of spectral image of 
Tenby being mirrored in the haze 
on the Laugharne side of 
Carmarthen Bay. Tenby itself was 
not visible from where I stood, 
being hidden by Monkstone Point. 
That was before the days of 
snapshots, but I hope a 
photograph of the Gower mirage 
has been secured. A small 
drawing of a mirage appears in an 
old guide to Tenby, where some 
ships are shown up-side down. No 
doubt, correspondents in that part 
of the world could give other 
instances.  

Mr. J. F. Young, Llanelly, informs 
me that on Sunday he saw a mock 
sun at seven am. and at four p.m. 
a fine mirage set in, which lasted 
about an hour. 

Mr. John Innes, Llanelly, saw a 
similar phenomenon on July 11 
of last year, and so did Mr. 
Young, who also noted the 
peculiar form of image known as 
looming three times in the same 
month, as recorded in the 
"Cambrian Natural Observer." 

(Evening Express 31st May 1904) 

 

 

 

QUEER CARGOES AT 
LLANELLY. 

Some curious cargoes of old 
metal are received at Llanelly 
Steel Works. Recent shipments 
have included old machinery from 
dismantled works, ship's plates, 
and hundreds of tons of old 
cannon. A cargo of 500 tons of 
old cannon arrived on Tuesday 
afternoon from Woolwich Dock- 
yards. 

(The Cambrian 24th June 1904) 

 
 
 

ADULTEREATED MILK AND 
COFFEE 

At Llanelly on Wednesday, John 
Phillips, Gwscwm Farm, 
Pembrey, was proceeded against 
by the County Council for selling 

adulterated milk. Mr. M. Howell 
defended.  

Inspector Jones said upon 
analysis defendant's milk was 
deficient in fat, and contained 11 
per cent. added water.  

Defendant said the milk was at 
the bottom of the can, and had 
been much shaken.  

The Bench imposed a fine of £1 
and costs.  
 

The Bombay Tea Co., Stepney-
street, were proceeded against on 
a charge of selling adulterated 
coffee.— Mr. Edwards 
prosecuted.  

Ex-P.C. Richards said he 
purchased the coffee. Inspector 
Jones said that the sample was 
analysed by Mr. Seyler, Swansea, 
and found to contain 70 per cent 
of chicory and 30 per cent of 
coffee.  

The Bench decided to convict, Mr. 
Trubshaw stating that there could 
be no doubt that the article sold 
was a fraudulent article and the 
defendants would be fined £ 2 
and costs. The tickets given by 
the company appeared to be an 
inducement to the public to buy 
inferior articles, and they thus ran 
the risk of getting poorer quality. 
The costs amounted to £2 5s. 

(The Cambrian 1st July 1904) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The Cardiff Times 8th February 1902) 

 
LLANELLY COLLISION, 
Heavy Damages Claimed. 

At the Llanelly County Court on 
Monday (before his Honour Judge 
Bishop) a claim was made by 
Joseph Sullivan, 13, Marble Hall-
road, Llanelly, for £250 from 
Messrs Buckley's Brewery, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Limited, Llanelly, in respect of 
damages and personal injuries. Mr 
Llewelyn Williams (instructed by 
Mr D. Rees Edmunds) appeared 
on behalf of the plaintiff, and Mr 
W. W. Brodie represented the 
defendants. Plaintiff stated that 
as he was driving in Bridge-street 

 

 

a cart belonging to Messrs 
Buckley's Brewery, Limited, 
Llanelly, came round the corner 
at a fast trot and collided with a 
cart plaintiff was driving. He 
received a compound fracture of 
the leg, and was confined to his 
bed for three months. The Judge 
held that the servant of the 
defendants had been negligent, 
and awarded plaintiff £70 
damages and ccst3. 

(The Cardiff Times 13th August 1904) 

 
 
 
 

LLANELLY WORKS’ 
COMMENDABLE STEPS. 

To Llanelly Pupil Teachers' 
Centre managers, on Thursday, 
the Headmaster re- ported a large 
increase in attendance at the 
evening classes, and announced 
that the Llanelly Steel Co. had 
decided to award two prizes of £2 
10a. 0d. each to the two pupils 
from their works making the 
most progress in the classes 
during the coming session. It was 
also stated that other local 
manufacturers were taking a 
great interest in the classes, and 
doing all they could to encourage 
their apprentices to attend. 

(The Cambrian 11th November 1904) 

 

CHURCH EXTENSION AT 
PEMBREY. 

Holy Trinity New Mission Church, 
Pwll, in the parish of Pembrey, 
was dedicated by the Bishop of 
St. David's yesterday. This will be 
the fourth church in this 
extensive parish.  

(Evening Express and Evening Mail 16th 
November 1904) 

 

 

LLANELLY. 

THE wife of Mr Joseph 
Mayberry, J.P., Llanelly, was 
knocked down by a cyclist near 
Furnace, Llanelly on Saturday 
evening and sustained injuries 
which necessitated her being 
removed in a cab. 

(The Carmarthen Weekly reporter 18th 
November 1904) 

 

 

 

LLANELLY DISTRICT. 

Cardplayers Dispersed. 

The revival down in the docks 
and seaside districts is having 
wonderful results. Bethania 
Baptist Chapel, which is the most 
active; hold processions almost 
nightly, and the inducements to 
people to attend the services are 
carried on with success. Several 
who had scarcely ever entered a 



chapel have been influenced to do 
so and have been converted. On 
the way home from service on 
Thursday night last, Miss Jones, 
sister of the Rev. Trevor Jones, 
accompanied with others were 
proceeding along Embankment-
road when they heard quarrelling 
in a house in Limekiln-row. Miss 
Jones, followed by her friends, 
went to the house and straightway 
held a prayer meeting there, and 
the family of occupants are now 
regular attendants at the services.  
 

It has been a custom among 
some; young people in the dock 
district to meet every Sunday 
morning at a place known as 
the Morfa Brick Works to indulge 
in card playing. This practice 
came to the knowledge of the 
ardent revivalists of Bethania 
Chapel, and on Sunday morning 
after the service was over they 
marched in procession down to 
the Morfa Brick Works and held 
a prayer meeting there. A few of 
the card players escaped, but a 
very good meeting was held. On 
Monday morning a procession 
was formed at Bethania, and 
headed by the Rev. Trevor Jones 
marched towards the Morfa Brick 
Works, near to which a pigeon 
shooting match was being held. 
Several hymns were rendered, 

and the Rev. Trevor Jones 
fervently prayed for the 
conversion of those engaged in 
such cruel pastime. On Monday 
night the worshippers at Dock 
Chapel joined Bethania and 
marched through all the streets in 
the dock district. A service was 
held opposite every public-house. 

(The Cardiff Times 31st December 1904) 
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STRADEY ESTATE 

PHEASANTS. ALLEGED 
CONSPIRACY TO DEFRAUD.  

Peculiar Case at Llanelly.  

At the Llanelly Police Court on 
Wednesday Edward Roberts, late 
head keeper of Mr Mansel Lewis, 
Stradey Castle, Llanelly, and John 
Samuel Forester, fishmonger, of 
Swansea and Lowestoft, were 
jointly charged with conspiracy to 
defraud Mr Mansel Lewis of £60 
by false pre- tences. Forester was 
also charged with obtaining £60 
by false pretences, and Roberts 
was further charged with aiding 
and abetting. Mr D. R. Edmunds 
appeared for the police, who pro- 

secuted, and Mr T. R. Ludford 
defended Roberts, while Mr 
David Jennings appeared on 
behalf of Forester.  

Mr Edmunds, in opening, said 
that Roberts until lately was head 
gamekeeper on the Stradey estate. 
In September of last year Mr 
Mansel Lewis and Roberts bad a 
conversation in regard to buying 
some pheasants, and at the 
latter's suggestion an 
advertisement was inserted 
inviting tenders. Amongst the 
replies received were letters from 
Mr Kinnaird. of Abergavenny and 
Mr Forester, from Swansea. Some 
pheasants were purchased from 
Mr Kinnaird and were duly 
delivered and seen by Mr Lewis. 
Subsequently Roberts said 
Forester offered 200 pheasants at 
6s eaçh. Roberts was instructed to 
inspect the birds both at 
Abergavenny and Swansea, and 
upon his report the birds were 
purchased. On the 31et December 
Roberts came to see Mr Lewis 
and told him that the 200 
pheasants from Swansea were 
delivered late the previous 
afternoon, and placed in the pens 
at Gellyfawr. They were, he said, 
brought over in a cart from 
Swansea by Forester. The latter. 
Roberts added, would have liked 
to see Mr Lewis, but as the 

household were at dinner they did 
not like to disturb, and he also 
remarked “I have no doubt but 
that Forester would have struck 
off 5 cent, from the price." Mr 
Lewis received a bill, and wrote 
out a cheoue for £60 in payment. 
which he sent to Forester. The 
prosecution, Mr Edmunds said, 
alleged that not a single bird was 
delivered from Forester.  

Mr Charles William Mansel 
Lewis, J.P., of Stradey Castle, said 
he had arranged for a shooting 
party on the 20th and 21st 
January, and just before the 
shooting day he asked Roberts 
(whom he had previously 
instructed) to catch as many 
pheasants as he could and pen 
them up. How many birds were in 
the pens? Hr replied that there 
were 816. Witness asked him "Do 
you mean to say that that 
includes the birds purchased from 
Abergavenny and Swansea and he 
replied that it did. Witness told 
him that in that case only 500 
were caught on the grounds, and 
added that this was a most 
disgraceful state of things, as 
1,500 were accounted for.  

Cross-examined by Mr Ludford, 
Mr Lewis said Roberts was very 
energetic in his work. and up until 
recently be believed he was 
honest. He first suspected his 



honesty when he was in- formed 
by Supt. Philips about an incident 
which occurred at Penyfai. The 
state of the game on the estate 
also made him pause. He was not 
aware there had been a persistent 
feud between the police and 
Roberts.  

Cross examined by Mr Jennings, 
Mr Lewis said he did not know 
that the 200 were not sent. He 
relied upon the information of 
Roberts. 

Mr Lndford said that Mr 
Jennings should, not be allowed 
to cross-examine in regard to 
Roberts.  

The Chairman said no harm was 
done. 

Mr Ludford stated that it would 
do harm.  

A large number of witnesses were 
called as to details in connection 
with the case. Mr Hubert Samuel 
Mansel Lewis, son of Mr C. W. 
Mansel Lewis, Stradey Castle, also 
gave evidence.  

Both defendants pleaded guilty. A 
written statement was put in by 
Forester to the effect that he had 
no intention of defrauding Mr 
Mansel Lewis. He received a 
cheque for £60 and gave £20 to 
Roberts. He never considered the 
balance his own, and was 

prepared to band it over to Mr 
Lewis.  

Mr Lewis accepted the cheque.  

The Bencb committed both 
defendants for trial at the next 
Quarter Sessions at Carmarthen. 

(The Cardiff Tmes February1, 1905) 

 
 
 

FERRYSIDE. 
DEATH OF A CRIMEAN 

VETERAN. 
The death of Mr. John Anthony, 
or the Mariner's Hoter, Ferryside, 
has occurred somewhat suddenly. 
He was a Navy pensioner, having 
taken part in the Crimean War. 
He carried on the business of 
butcher at Ferryside for upwards 
of a quarter of a century, and 
only recently acquired the 
position of land-lord of the 
Mariners Hotel. 

(The Welshman 17th March 1905) 

 
 
 

FERRYSIDE –  
LIFEBOAT SERVICES. 

The National Lifeboat Institution 
has awarded double rate of 
remuneration to the Ferryside 
Lifeboat crew (coxswain, D. 
Jones) in acknowledgment of 
their excellent and dangerous 
service while so bravely 

endeavouring to reach the 
distressed barque, Signe," which 
went ashore during the recent 
gales. Mr Jennings, Gellydeg, 
vice- president of the Institution, 
has also presented every member 
of the crew with the sum of 5s. as 
a personal tribute.  

(The Welshman 31st March 1905) 

 
 
 
 

FUNERAL OF THE LATE  
MR. O. LEWIS. 

The funeral of the late Mr Owen 
Lewis, of Steel Villa, took place 
on Thursday, the 24th inst., at 
Salem Cemetery, Ferryside. The 
Rev. W. E. Davies, Baptist 
miniter, officiated, assisted by the 
Rev. E. K. Jones (Glais), at the 
residence: the Rev. R. E. Williams 
(Burry Port), the Rev. E. Watkins 
(Longhor), Mr J. Hinds (London), 
the Rev. E. T. Jones (Llanelly). 
the Rev. H. Harris (Treherbert), 
the Rev. Dr. W. P. Williams 
(Landore), the Rev. Dr. Gomer 
Lewis (Swansea), and the Rev. E. 
Edmunds (Swansea), at the 
chapel; while at the graveside the 
Rev. Dr J. Morris (Aberystwyth), 
and the Rev. J. Maurice (Dinas 
Cross, Pem.), performed the last 
solemn rites. Great numbers of 
old friends came from long 

distances. Among many such we 
noticed Mr W. R. Edwards, of 
Barry, formerly of the Emporium, 
Carmarthen, and an alderman for 
this county. 

(The Welshman 31st March 1905) 

 
 
 
 

MUSICAL FESTIVAL AT 
KIDWELLY. 

The Calvinistic Churches of the 
Kidwelly district, which includes 
Burry Port, Pembrey, Trimsaran, 
Ferryside, Llandefeilog, Llansaint, 
Mynyddygarreg, and Kidwelly, 
held their annual cymanfa ganu 
on Easter Monday at the Morfa 
Calvinistic Methodist Chapel, 
Kidwelly. There was a very strong 
muster of choristers from each of 
the churches in the district, and 
under the able leadership of Mr. 
T. Thomas, Llanwrtyd, a splendid 
rendition of the programme of 
hymns, anthems, and chants was 
given. 

(Weekly Mail 29th April 1905) 
 

 
 
 

LLANSAINT.  
DEATH OF MRS. D. 
THOMAS.—Mrs. Thomas, the 
wife of Mr. Daniel Thomas, 
platelayer on the G.W.R., living 



at Llansaint, died on Saturday 
morning last. Deceased had 
suffered from a very long illness. 
She leaves a family of three or 
four children behind her. The 
funeral, which was largely 
attended, took place on Thursday  
at Llansaint Churchyard. 
(The Welshman 12th May 1905) 

 

 

 

SERIOUS CASE AT 
LLANELLY. 

Bank Clerk's Arrest Ordered. 

At Llanelly Police Court on 
Monday Edward J. Lane, 
Pemberton-street, and Charles 
Hamer, Pembrey-road, the latter 
being a bank clerk, were 
summoned for indecently 
assaulting a young girl named 
Elizabeth Ann Davies on the 18th 
inst. Mr William Howell 
represented the police, and Mr 
Saunders (Messrs Randall and 
Saunders) represented Hamer.  

Mr Saunders applied for an 
adjournment in order to enable 
Mr David Randall to attend, and 
Mr T. Ludford was unable to be 
present owing to an engagement 
at Cardiff. In addition Hamer was 
away on his holidays.  

Mr Howell commented upon the 
variety of engagements 

mentioned. Hamer seemed to 
have misconstrued his position, 
and did not realise the grave 
charge against him. This was only 
a preliminary inquiry, and as the 
Assizes would be held on 
Wednesday it was, he said, most 
desirable that it should be held 
that day, and the case if necessary 
dealt with at the Assizes and not 
at the Quarter Sessions. It was a 
deliberate attempt to dafeat the 
ends of justice. The young men, 
he alleged, were not only guilty of 
indecently assaulting the girl, but 
of premeditation, and they, it was 
stated, had also jammed a 
handkerchief into the girl's 
month.  

On Tuesday the case was resumed 
at Llanelly Police Court in which 
Edward Lane, Pemberton street, 
and Charles Hamer, Pembrey-
road, the latter being a bank 
clerk, were summoned for 
indecently assaulting a young girl 
named Elizabeth Ann Davies on 
the 18th inst. Mr William Howell 
represented the police, Mr 
Ludford the defendant Lane, and 
Mr D. Randall (Messrs Randall 
and Saunders) represented 
Hamer. 

The case came up on Monday, 
when it was alleged by the 
prosecuting solicitor that a hand- 
kerchief had been jammed into 

the girl's mouth. The police 
reported that they had failed to 
execute the warrant upon Hamer, 
who did not put in an appearance 
on Monday to thesummons.  

Mr W. Howell said he would have 
thought that in the face of what 
took place at the court on 
Monday Hamer's legal adviser 
would have brought him there.  

Mr Dd. Randall explained that 
Hamer was away on his holidays 
on a cycling tour. He said that the 
intemperate language of Mr 
Howell was not at all justified. He 
applied for a further 
adjournment.  

Mr Howell repeated what he said 
on the previous day, that it was 
only an attempt to get the case 
tried at the Quarter Sessions 
instead of the Assizes.  

A scene then occurred between 
the solicitors.  

Mr Ludford said that the reason 
why his friend Mr Howell talked 
such bantam was that e would get 
about six guineas if he went to 
the Assizes, and three guineas 
only if the case went to Quarter 
Sessions. He added that Mr 
Howell, who made such 
aspersions was defending a 
prostitute who thieved and slept 
out all night. She had been before 
the Court.  

Mr Howell: That is absolutely 
untrue. He went on to say that he 
did not think Mr Ludford would 
be jealous of a two or three 
guineas difference. He was 
prepared to hand it over to the 
hospital.  

Mr Ludford: I am very sorry for 
my friend, because if he does not 
get a committal in this casa he 
won't get a brass farthing but I 
get paid in any case, I am 
delighted to say. (Laughter.) 
Proceeding, Mr Ludford 
contended that the facts of the 
case had not been properly put 
before them by Mr Howell. Even 
admitting there was a prima facie 
case, it could be sent to the 
Sessions and tried. Mr Arthur 
Lewis was quite capable of 
dealing with such charges, and the 
class of jury would be precisely 
the same.  

Mr. Howell: Are they, indeed ?  

Mr Ludford said that if the case 
of the defendant Lane was sent to 
the Assizes be would not have 
sufficient time to consult counsel, 
and Lane would not then get a 
fair trial. It might be that Lane 
would be found guilty, and how 
could Hamer have a fair trial 
after that? By committing Lane 
for trial they would be damning 
Hamer. Mr Howell's hysterical 



talk was only an attempt to get 
two or three guineas more.  

Mr Howell: I will give an 
undertaking in writing to hand it 
over if you like.  

Major Bythway: Don't talk like 
that.  

Mr Ludford said that when their 
backs were turned yesterday Mr 
Howell had his little game.  

Mr Howell retorted that he 
thought nothing of the bullying 
and blackguarding attacks which 
Mr Ludford had made. That was 
Mr Ludford's line. He had no 
intellectual existence apart from 
that. He protested against Mr 
Ludford trying to frustrate the 
ends of justice by trying to 
blacken the character of this girl. 
There never was a more 
concocted story than that brought 
forward by the defence.  

Mr Ludford: You need not go into 
hysterics again. 

Mr Howell: I am not going into 
hysterics, and if I was going into 
hysterics I would survive you, 
(Laughter.)  

A Magistrate: We don't want any 
more of this. 

Mr Howell: I don't want my name 
tarnished in this way. I would 
prefer living on skim milk all the 
days of my life than be guilty of 

what Mr Ludford accuses me of. 
No other advocate in Wales 
would have made such an 
accusation. 

(The Cardiff Times 3rd June 1905) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(The Cambrian 9th June 1905) 

 

LLANELLY INDECENT 
ASSAULT CHARGE, 

Clerk and Shop Assistant 
Dismissed. 

The hearing of the charge of 
indecent assault against Charles 
Hamer, bank clerk, Pembrey-
road, and Edward J. Lane, shop 

LOCAL Gentleman required 
at once, to act as 
Representative in each town 
and village in South Wales. 
Splendid chance of promotion 
for really good man. – 
Address letters, stating age, 
former employment, earliest 
commencing date and salary 
expected, to Promotion, 
“Daily Post,” Swansea. 
 
 

THE Provident Clothing and 
Supply Company Ltd., want 
several good Men, part or 
whole time, Canvassing and 
Collecting: excellent terms 
given. – Apply at once, 
Branch Office, Public Benefit 
Buildings, Green-street, Neath. 

assistant, Pemberton-street, 
Llanelly, was resumed at Llanelly 
on Friday. 

 Sergeant Dunns said that the 
statement made by Hamer was as 
follows:—"I saw the girl near the 
Town Hall when the band was 
there. When she got by the 
bottom of Coldstream-street she 
turned round and said, 'You are 
good, indeed.'    I said, 'What do 
you mean following me?'    and 
she replied,   'I am not following 
you particularly,'       and asked 
me    'Will you come with me to-
night?    He replied,    'Yes.'    She 
said,    'I have to do a lot of 
shopping, and will be by the Town 
Hall at nine o'clock.'  

Continuing, the officer said 
Hamer stated that at 8.50 he was 
coming from the station when he 
met the same girl by Station-road, 
and said to her, "Are you going to 
meet me at the Town Hall at nine 
o'clock?" The complainant replied 
that she had to go round the 
corner to do another message, and 
would be there in about half an 
hour. About 9.30 he, in company 
with another young man passed 
her at the Post Office as they 
were going towards the shop of 
W. 0. Evans. When they got up to 
the Arcade they again met. The 
girl then turned round and asked 
him where he was going to. He 

did not reply to her question, but 
asked her why she did not keep 
the appointment. She answered 
that she did not want to go, and 
the other young man carried on a 
conversation in Welsh with her, 
when she said she would rather 
go with him, pointing to the other 
young man, because, she added, 
"You are so much of a flirt." She 
then said, "Will you send me to 
Coleshill-terrace, I am a nurse 
there?" Lane said, "Which way are 
you going?" and Miss Davies 
replied, "This way," pointing to 
Stepney-street. He replied, "All 
right" and saw them go together.  

He let them go for a little 
distance and walked behind them 
at a distance of about 30 yards. 
They went along the pavement 
and he decided to go home that 
way and see if they went towards 
Coleshill-terrace. The girl turned 
round once or twice whilst he was 
behind her. They stood by the 
rails of the Higher Grade School 
inside the park. He pulled off his 
hat and carried it in his hand and 
went towards the gate near 
Coleshill-terrace. When he saw 
them standing he came back a 
few steps to the corner of the 
rails. The couple went on again as 
he advanced. He went home from 
the gate leading to Coleshill-
terrace. On reaching the lower 



end of the Higher Grade School, 
he heard a girl shouting. After 
standing for a moment he walked 
close to the wall. The girl 
screamed all the time. He did not 
see any struggling.  

A statement was also put in by 
P.S. Dunn from Lane, which was 
practically the same as that made 
by Hamer. Lane, however, 
explained the incident in the park, 
and said after he went a little way 
into the park the girl commenced 
to twease him as they were 
standing against the wall, and she 
slipped and fell over the 
embankment. He went to her 
assistance, and she screamed. 
Hamer then came up. They 
inquired the reason for her 
screaming, and she would give 
none. She declined to accompany 
them, and they left.  

This concluded the case for the 
prosecution. Defendant Hamer 
went into the box, and said he 
was 17 years of age. He made a 
statement similar to that 
previously made by P.S. Dunn. 
When he met the girl in Station-
road he was coming from the 
railway station, having taken 
some luggage down to be sent 
away in advance, as he was going 
away for a holiday. The statement 
that be placed his hand on the 
girl's shoulder in Station-road was 

untrue. When Lane went away 
with the girl he proceeded home. 
On going through Coleshill-terrace 
he heard the girl scream, and 
went in that direction, and saw 
Lane standing up and the girl 
lying on the ground. He had no 
conversation, and did not do 
anything whatever. Lane was 
talking to the girl in Welsh, but 
he could not understand them.  

P.S. Dunn, recalled, said 
complainant had been in ten or 
fifteen situations in Llanelly 
during the last three years. She 
had on many instances been 
dismissed for staying out late and 
allegations of dishonesty. She also 
had gone to many places and 
obtained food and lodging by 
stating what was untrue.  He had 
visited twenty or thirty places and 
found that the girl had been 
endeavouring to obtain food and 
lodgings in that way. The girl had 
said things which were untrue.  

Hamer, cross-examined, said the 
girl screamed a good many times. 
On Thursday he had asked the 
girl to go for a walk with him. He 
had no immoral object and knew 
nothing about the girl. When he 
heard her cries and went to see 
what was the matter, he found 
the girl lying on the ground. Lane 
did not touch her while he was 
there. On the impulse of the 

moment he did not know what to 
do, and ran away.  

Defendant Lane said that he went 
to the park at the invitation of 
the complainant, who put her 
arms round his neck and kissed 
him, and then fell down and 
commenced screaming. He did not 
push her. In a few minutes Hamer 
came along.  The girl refused to 
come away from the park and 
then they left her. Hamer never 
did anything to the girl and her 
statement was untrue from 
beginning to end.  

The speeches for the defence 
were concluded at six o'clock, and 
the Bench, after a few minutes 
consultation discharged prisoners. 
The result was received with 
applause, which was at once 
suppressed. 

(The Cambrian 9th June 1905) 

 
 
 

FIRE NEAR LLANELLY 
FARM HOUSE GUTTED; 

NARROW ESCAPE OF THE 
OCCUPANTS. 

Late on Wednesday night a fire 
broke out at Barclay Farm, near 
Llanelly, with disastrous results. 
The family were disturbed by the 
crackling of timber, and managed 
to escape a few minutes before 

the building collapsed. Nothing 
whatever was saved, and the bare 
walls only remained of the farm-
house, the occupants of which had 
miraculous escapes.  

(Weekly Mail 17th June 1905) 

 

 

LLANELLY STRIKE:  

Mens Strange Offer. 

An important development took 
place on Monday in regard to the 
dispute at the, Llanelly 
Steelworks. The men and the 
officials met at Messrs. David 
Randell and Saunders' offices, 
and it was decided to send an 
intimation to the steel company 
that they were quite prepared to 
refer all matters in connection 
with the trade disputes to the sole 
arbitrament of Mr. Gwilym 
Evans, who is one of the directors 
of the company. 

(The Cambrian 21st July 1905) 

 
 

Llanelly Railway Servants 
Confession.  

On a charge of stealing 70 bottles 
of beer from a G.W.R. truck, four 
men were proceeded against at 
Llanelly on Wednesday. The 
defendants were Thomas Walters, 
5, Highfieid-terrace; Llewelyn 
Davies, Mariners-court; John 



Davies, Cradock-street; and 
Thomas Davies, Dillwyn-street. 
Mr. Ludford prosecuted.# 
 

Evidence was given by a number 
of witnesses, who spoke to having 
missed the bottles from the shed. 
 

John Thomas, Glanmor-road, a 
servant in the employ of the 
company, said that on Sunday 
night, July 30th, he heard men 
near the goods shed, and on going 
out saw defendants. They gave 
him beer to drink. He 
subsequently brought out half a 
bottle of whisky, which he gave 
the men. Witness had sole charge 
of the shed that night. After 
drinking for some time he got 
drunk and went to sleep on the 
field close by.  
 

Cross-examined: He had now been 
suspended. Witness only supplied 
the men with half a bottle of 
whisky. He did not know that 
there was beer in the truck.  
 

Inspector Mountjoy spoke to 
finding a number of bottles in the 
field where the men were seen. 
They corresponded with the 
missing bottles. 
 

Inspector Mitchelmore, Dock 
Police, said the men all admitied 
having some of the beer, but said 
it was brought to them. 
 

Defendants went into the box and 
said all the beer they had to drink 
was supplied to them by James 
Thomas. They never went near 
the goods shed nor the trucks. 
 

The Bench considered the case 
proved. John Davies, against 
whom there was a previous 
conviction, was fined £2 10s., and 
the other defendants £2 each. 

(The Cambrian 11th August 1905) 

 
 

EXPLOSION AT 
LLANGENNECH. 

Llanelly and Pwll Men Badly 
Burnt. 

An explosion occurred at 
Mwrwg Vale Colliery, 
Llangennech, just before 10 
o'clock on Wednesday morning. 
Two of the workmen named 
David Williams, Bristol 
Tavern, Llanelly, and David 
Powell, Pwll, were severely 
burnt about the face and 
hands.  

(The Cardiff Times 19th August 1905) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The Cambrian 1st September 1804) 

 
 
 
 

GUN ACCIDENT AT FERRY 
SIDE. 

Cardiff Clerk Seriously Injured. 
 

 Charles Jones (29), of Aberdare, 
clerk, in the employ of the Taff 
Vale Railway Company at Cardiff, 
was out shooting wild fowl from a 
boat, in company with his brother, 
Ebenezer Jones, and two others, 
viz., David Morgan, Aberdare* v 
and David Parry, Ferry Side, on 
Tuesday, at Ferry Side, when his 
gun suddenly went off, the charge 
entering his arm just below the 
shoulder, inflicting serious injury. 
After being attended by Dr. 
Williams the unfortunate young 
man was conveyed to Carmarthen 
Infirmary. Much sympathy is felt 
for Mr Jones and relatives, who 
are well-known visitors to Ferry 
Side. The right arm of Mr C. 

Jones was amputated on Tuesday 
evening at Carmarthen Infirmary. 

(The Cardiff Times 16th September 1905) 

 
 
 

Llanelly Defendant and the 
Police  

At Llanelly on Monday Edward 
Evans, 22, Glanmor-terrace, was 
charged with obstructing the 
police.  
P.C. Edwards said on Saturday he 
was assisting another officer to 
lock a man up when defendant 
interfered, and they were obliged 
to let their prisoner go. 
P.C. Lewis corroborated. 
Defendant said he was under the 
influence of drink at the time, but 
that after he was locked up he 
was abused in the cell. 
The officers, recalled, denied 
having assaulted the defendant. 
The Bench fined defendant £1. 
Major Bythway said the 
magistrates disbelieved the story 
of the ill-treatment in the cells. 

(The Cambrian 22nd September 1905) 

 
 
 
 

Llanelly Council Meeting; 
 

A special meeting of the Llanelly 
Urban Council was held on 
Friday, Mr. W. James Davies in 

ANNUITY 
TO BE DISPOSED OF, 

AN ANNUITY of £100, well 
secured in the County of 
Glamorgan, for a very Healthy 
Life. Particulars may be had at 
the Office of J. Jeffreys, 
Swansea. 



the chair. It was unanimously 
decided to communicate with Mr. 
Graham Harries, of the Power 
Company, and give him notice 
that it was the intention of the 
Council, under their agreement, to 
adopt option B, and borrow the 

sum of £6,000 for the purpose of 
laying down the main, subject to 
the sanction of the Local 
Government Board. 
 

Under this arrangement the 
energy will be supplied by the 
Power Company.  
 

The Clerk read a long report in 
regard to the water supply and 
the position of the Council in 
regard to the scheme for 
supplying the rural area.  
 

It was clearly explained that an 
agreement existed between the 
Urban and Rural Council, under 
which certain portions of the 
rural district were to be supplied 
with water at 6d. per 1,000 
gallons, and that the delay in 
carrying out the agreement was 
due to an objection of the Local 
Government Board, who 
suggested that the water should 
be filtered. 
The Chairman made reference to 
misleading statements that had 
been circulated, and advised the 
committee that the agreement 
still held good. They could not 

supply the whole of the rural 
area, but only certain districts in 
the immediate neighbourhood.  
 

In reply to a question as to the 
amount of water Llanelly would 
be required to supply, the 
surveyor said the Rural Council 
could only demand from them the 
water that ran through the six-
inch pipe.  
 

It was pointed out that some of 
the members of the Council 
would be in London next week, 
and the Council decided to ask 
them to approach the Local 
Government Board and again 
endeavour to get from them 
permission to supply the rural 
area, pointing out that since the 
new water works had been 
completed the quality of the 
water had improved and did not, 
now require filtration. 

(The Cambrian 22nd September 1905) 

 
 
 

 

Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution.  

FERRYSIDE  BRANCH.  
SILVER, MEDAL FOR MR 

DAVID JONES.  
The Royal National Life-Boat 
Institution has awarded the Silver 
Medal of the Institution, together 
with the Institution's Vote 
engrossed on vellum, signed by 
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, to 
Mr David Jones, the Coxswain-
Superintendent of the Ferryside 
Lifeboat, in recognition of his 
meritorious, skilful, and gallant 
services on the occasion of the 
wreck of the barque "Signe," on 
the 15th March, 1905.  
The Medal, etc., will be presented 
by Mrs Drummond at the 
Ferryside Schoolroom on Friday, 
December 1st, at 6.30, when, all 
interested are invited to attend. 

(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 24th 
November 1905) 

 
 

LLANELLY TRAP ACCIDENT 
Mrs. Lewis. Stradey Castle, 
Llanelly, and her coachman were 
driving on Tuesday, and near the 
Old Lodge Works the horse was 
frightened by a locomotive and 
bolted. Both occupants of the trap 
were thrown out, but they 
escaped injury, and later on were 
able to drive home again. 

(Evening Express 13th December 1905) 

1906 
LLANELLY PARENTS 

PLEASE NOTE. 
MAGISTRATES AND AN 

EPIDEMIC OF PILFERING. 
 BOY GETS THE BIRCH: 

OTHERS FINED. 
At Llanelly on Monday Thomas 
J. Phillips (17), Railway-place, 
and Ben Thomas, 7, Glanmor-
road, were charged with stealing 
sweets, value 1s. 6d., the property 
of Martha Davies, Erw-road, on 
January 29th.  
Martha Davies said two boys 
came into her shop, and soon 
afterwards she missed the sweets. 
P.S. J. Morgan gave evidence.  
Mr. Maybery said that stealing on 
the part of boys was becoming a 
very serious matter in the town, 
and they would have to be dealt 
with seriously to try and stamp it 
out. It was a pity boys were not 
better trained at home. In the 
case of Thomas, on account of his 
youth and previous good 
character, the Bench decided to 
let him off on payment of 5s.  
Richard Nurse, Wern-road; 
Thomas John Phillips and Wm. 
Charles Phillips, Railway-place 
and Nathaniel Pitt, Custom House 
Bank, were charged with stealing 
sweets, value 1s. 8d., from the 



stall of Messrs. Turner and 
Wainwright, at Llanelly Market. 
Morgan Thomas gave evidence. 
The magistrates said that the case 
of Nurse was a bad one, and he 
would be fined 10s. W. C. Phillips 
was fined 5s. T. Phillips, 5s. Pitt 
had been before the court four 
times (two cases of assault and 
two of theft) and much as they 
disliked to send a lad to be 
birched, they found no 
alternative, and be would receive 
six strokes. 

(The Cambrian 23rd February 1906) 

 
 
 
 

MR, JOHN CREVILLE, 
MYNYDDYGARREG. 

Probate of the will of Mr. John 
Greville, of Queen Shop, 
Mynyddygarreg, Kidwelly, retired 
farmer, formerly of Mansantfawr, 
who died on February 18, 1905, 
has been granted to his sons, 
Thomas Greville, of Maesderwen, 
Pontyberem, merchant;, John 
Greville, of Queen Shop, farmer, 
and William Greville, of Garreg 
Holt, Cross Hands, grocer, by 
whom the testator's estate has 
been valued at £ 915 5s. 

(Evening Express 15th March 1906) 

 
 

 

TRAGIC INCIDENT 
A tragic incident is reported from 
the village of Pwll, near Llanelly. 
A few days ago, a young girl, the 
daughter of Joseph Morgan, died, 
and her grave was being dug by 
her father. Before he could 
complete the task. he himself was 
seized with illness, death 
supervened. Father and daughter 
were buried in the same grave. 

(South Wales Independent 23rd March 1906) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIRL'S STRANGE 
FASCINATION, 

A girl of 15, named Mary Ann 
Jones, a catcher employed at a 
tinworks, committed suicide at 
Llanelly. Her mother found her 
hanging by a rope to the ceiling. 
Her father told the coroner at the 
inquest that the girl was a regular 
reader of a paper which published 
sketches of people committing 
suicide. The police produced 
another issue of the paper 
showing a man hanging himself. 
The day before her death 
deceased questioned a 
milkwoman as to the details of 
the recent suicide. 
(County Observer and Monmouthshire Central 

Advertiser 14th April 1906) 
 

CRUSHED BY A BLOCK OF 
IRON.  

FATAL ACCIDENT AT 
LLANELLY.  

Mr. David Evans, head-mechanic 
at Llanelly Steel Works, and 
residing at Bryn-road, Llanelly, 
was passing under a crane to 
which a block of iron was 
depending, when the chain 
snapped and the metal fell on 
Evans, killing him 
instantaneously. 

(The Cambrian 4th May 1906) 

 

 

 
LLANELLY BOY DROWNED.  

A lad named David John Brown, 
of Pwll, near Llanelly, was 
drowned whilst bathing in a tidal 
pool on the sands on Monday. 
Isaac Lewis, an old forward in the 
Llanelly football team, made a 
gallant effort to rescue the boy, 
whom he found at the bottom of 
9ft. of water. Attempts to restore 
animation failed. 

(Evening Express 15th May 1906) 
 

 
 

SAD DEATH AT LLANELLY 
The sudden death occurred at 
Llanelly this morning of Mr. 
Richard Dewsberry, who has been 

connected with the South Wales 
Pottery, Llanelly, for many years. 
Mr. Dewsberry had not arrived at 
the office long this morning when 
he was seen to stagger, and would 
have fallen to the floor had he 
not been supported. Medical aid 
was at once summoned, but he 
died almost immediately. The 
deceased gentleman suffered 
some eighteen months ago from 
heart complaint, and he then 
consulted Sir William Broadbent. 
His health improved, but he did 
not completely recover. Deceased, 
who leaves a widow and six 
children, came to Llanelly from 
Staffordshire. 

(Evening Express 24th May 1906) 

 
 
 
 

TIN-PLATE TRADE. 
Messrs. Richard Thomas and Co. 
(Limited) have appointed Mr. 
Herbert D. Rees as manager of 
the Burry Works, Llanelly. Mr. 
Rees, who is a brother of Mr. 
John Rees, Great Western 
Railway divisional 
superintendent, Swansea, has 
been connected with Messrs. 
Thomas's steelworks for some 
years. He is one of the 
representatives of Ward 3 on the 
Llanelly Borough Council. 

(Evening Express 31st May 1906) 



OLD CASTLE COMPANY. 
LLANELLY WORKS 

APPOINTMENT.  

The directors of the Old Castle 
Tinplate Company, Llanelly, at 
their last meeting, appointed Mr 
David Williams as manager, with 
Mr. Joseph Maybery, J.P., as 
managing director. Mr. Williams 
has been connected with the 
company for over 30 years, and 
this appointment comes as the 
reward of faithful and diligent 
service. The new manager is a 
native of Llanelly and there is 
general satisfaction at this 
appreciation of his services on the 
part of the directors. 

(The Cambrian June 8, 1906) 

 

 

 

 

DISORDERS AT TUMBLE. 

THIRTY SUMMONSES OUT 
AGAINST COLLIERS. 

The Llanelly police have issued in 
all some thirty summonses in 
respect of the recent riots at 
Tumble. The charges include riot, 
unlawful destruction of property, 
assaulting the police, rescuing 
prisoners, and disorderly conduct. 
These will be dealt with on 
Monday as well as a summons 

against Police-sergeant Lewis and 
his wife for assaulting the 
brothers Howell. 

(Evening Express 22nd June 1906) 

 
LLANELLY LIBRARY  

COMMITTEE.  
At the meeting of the Llanelly 
Public Library Committee on 
Monday night. Mr John Innes 
presiding, the librarian reported 
that Sir Arthur Stepney had 
presented the library with six 
volumes entitled History for 
ready reference and topical 
reading," also “The annual register 
for 1904-5." A hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded Sir Arthur 
for his gift.  
A circular was read from the 
Sowerby Bridge Library 
Committee, asking the Llanelly 
Committee to petition the 
Government to introduce 
legislation prohibiting newspapers 
publishing betting and gambling 
news. The Chairman said that he 
had no hesitation in saying that 
the amount of betting going on in 
Llanelly was absolutely 
disgraceful. He could see the ruin 
that was going on, and why the 
police did not interfere he could 
not understand; possibly they 
were unable to do so. The evil 
was allowed to go on unchecked. 
It was decided to support the 

petition and to forward a copy to 
the members of Parliament for 
the country. 
Mr Herbert Newark proposed that 
an art exhibition should be held 
for a week in the town, under the 
auspices of the committee. The 
consideration of the matter was 
deferred until the next meeting. 

(The Cardiff Times 23rd June 1906) 

 
 
 

THE STORM. 
North Pembrokeshire district was 
treated with consideration by the 
storm that raged so violently over 
South Wales on Saturday last. In 
fact, Fishguard seemed only to 
experience the fringe of the 
thunderstorm. Soon after 5 
o'clock in the evening the 
southern sky attracted the 
attention of the residents by its 
wonderfully fantastic appearance. 
An hour later thunder and 
lightening, accompanied by heavy 
rain, continued up to about 10.30, 
but with nothing like the severity 
of that in the Cardiff, Swansea, 
and Llanelly districts, where it 
was regarded as the heaviest 
experienced in recent years. No 
extensive damage was done, while 
the air was all the cooler for the 
disturbance. Bridgend infirmary 
was struck and damaged. At 

Llanelly Mr John James, of the 
Swansea-road Mews, was so 
severely injured by his runaway 
horses, scared by the storm, that 
he died on Sunday morning.  
The approach of the storm over 
Swansea appeared like 
waterspouts, while the pleasure 
boats crossed over from 
Ilfracombe during a the height of 
the tempest.  
Thunder burst in a terrific roar 
over Morriston Church, and 
myriads of balls of fire descended 
leaving dense smoke and 
sulphurous fumes. A horse was 
killed near Briton Ferry;  
Cwmavon church spire was split; 
a horse was struck at Newport, 
Mon;  picnic parties at 
Carmarthen narrowly averted 
disaster by the affrighted horses 
rearing and plunging. The full 
effect of the storm was witnessed 
at Whitland. At Blandford 
(Dorset) railway station a signal- 
box was wrecked. 

(The County Echo 28th June 1906) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
(The Cambrian 22nd September 1905) 

 

FOR SALE. 
Mare, 15.2 hands. Trolley and 
Harness; also Gear for Chaffing. 
 

– Apply David Jones, Upper 
Water-street, Llanelly 



THE TUMBLE RIOT. 

The undisposed of cases in 
connection with the serious 
disturbances which occurred at 
Tumble, near Llanelly, on the 
16th June last, have been further 
adjourned until next Saturday. 
The defendants John Henry, 
Thomas Lewis, Henry L. Evans, 
Thomas James, and David 
Morgan, who were charged with 
damaging the police station, 
rescuing prisoners out of the 
custody of the police, and 
riotiously disturbing the public 
peace, and Richard Lloyd, 
William Brazell, John Jones, 
William Jones, Rees Davies, and 
David Williams, against whom the 
two latter charges only were 
preferred, appeared at the 
Tumble Police Station on 
Saturday last before Mr E. 
Trubshaw and Mr Dan Williams 
to answer to their bad. One only, 
Benjamin Perkins, of Tumble-
row, failed to put in an 
appearance, being on Militia duty.  

(The Cardiff Times 14th July 1906) 

 

 

 
FUNERAL OF FERRYSIDE 

CELEBRITY 
The funeral of the late Mr. John 
Williams, of Holcwm Pale, 

Ferryside, took place on Saturday 
at St. Ishmael's. The deceased was 
one of the oldest inhabitants of 
the village. In his early days he 
travelled a great deal, making 
voyages to America, Australia, 
New Zealand, &c. He joined in the 
gold-seeking enterprises to 
California, and could relate 
thrilling experiences. Ever since 
his return he had been familiarly 
known as "John California." Up to 
the time of his death he was 
churchwarden of St. Ishinael's, 
and a manager of the National 
School, Ferryside. 

(Evening Express 16th July 1906) 
 

 

 

BIGYN REVIVALIST FALLS 
DYING 

PAINFUL OCCURRENCE AT 
REVIVAL SERVICE 

During a revival meeting at 
Bigyn, near Llanelly, on Sunday 
evening, a man named David 
Howell, Union Buildings, Llanelly 
who is married, was preaching, 
when his body seemed to quiver, 
and he exclaimed, in Welsh, “It is 
glorious to be in the presence of 
the Lord, and I shall be there 
soon.” 

A moment later he dropped in a 
fit, and was carried away. He did 

not regain consciousness, and died 
three hours afterwards.  

(‘The Cambrian’ 3rd August 1906) 

 
 
 
 

BOY POISONED BY BERRIES. 
The death took place at Sunny 
Bank House, Five-roads, Llanelly, 
of Thomas Jones, the four-year-
old son of Mrs. Ann Jones, 
Newtown, Kidwelly. It appears 
that the lad, who resided with his 
grandmother, Margaret Jones, 
had been eating mountain ash 
berries, and was taken ill, death 
ensuing in about four hours. 

(Evening Express 6th August 1906) 
 

 
 
 

SALE OF ACHDDU COLLIERY, 
BURRY PORT 

On Thursday, the 9th inst. Mr 
John Francis, auctioneer, 
Carmarthen, offered for sale at 
Llanelly, the leasehold mineral 
property known as the Achddu 
Colliery, Burry Port, with mining 
rights under 276 acres of land, 
held under leases and agreements 
for lease, and also the railway 
sidings, a number of buildings 
with machinery and plant. The 

solicitors were Messrs Roderick, 
Richards, and Williams, Llanelly. 
The auctioneer explained that 
several thousands of pounds had 
been expended on the colliery, the 
working of which at present were 
under water for the most part.  
However, the water was kept 
down by means of an electrical 
pump, and could, it was believed, 
be effectually pumped out at a 
moderate cost, so as to enable the 
colliery to be successfully worked. 
The auctioneer having further 
explained that he was selling 
under the High Court of Justice, 
Chancery Division, the bidding 
started at £500, ,and by stages of 
£500 rose to £3,000. It was 
knocked down for £3,250 to Mr 
Evan Jones, furnisher, Vaughan 
street, Llanelly. 
(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 17th August 

1906) 

 
 

 

THE KING CADWALLON. 

Wreckage Washed Ashore on 
Pembrey Beach.  

As already reported in the 
"Western Mail," a large quantity of 
wreckage has been washed ashore 
on the Pembrey beach, between 
Burry Port and Kidwelly, and a 



quantity of pitwood has been 
bought by Mr. Thomas Evans, 
Gwscwm Colliery. This gentleman 
had his men engaged on the 
beach, carting away the pitwood, 
when he found a bottle containing 
a piece of notepaper, on which 
was written in pencil the 
following:— 

 Sunday, July 22.—King 
Cadwallon. Hail from Barrow, 
bound to Naples, struck Hard 
Lewis, S. Martin, Scilly. Total 
wreck.  
It will be remembered that the 
King Cadwallon stranded on Hard 
Lewis Rocks, Scilly Isles, on July 
22, and all hands were saved. On 
Thursday last the Board of Trade 
inquiry into the stranding was 
held at Glasgow. The inquiry was 
presided over by Sheriff 
Davidson, and the decision 
arrived at was that the cause of 
the stranding and loss of the 
vessel was the "careless and 
negligent navigation" of the 
master in continuing on a course 
when it was impossible to 
ascertain or verify the position of 
the vessel on account of the state 
of the weather.  

Corpse Seen off Lundy. 

News has reached Swansea, that, 
the captain of the schooner David 
Rees, which has reached Cork 

from Swansea, has reported that 
on the voyage his vessel passed, 
about ten miles north of Lundy, a, 
quantity of wreckage, including 
pitwood and flour barrels, and 
amid the wreckage was what 
looked like a corpse. A fortnight 
ago a quantity of pitwood was 
seen floating off Gower. 

(Evening Express 20th August 1906) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BODY ON THE FORESHORE 

DISCOVERY NEAR PEMBREY. 

A body was picked up on 
Thursday week between Pembrey 
and Kidwelly, and a rumour was 
circulated that there was 
wreckage close by, indicating a 
calamity to some ship at sea. For 
this, however, there appears to be 
no foundation. In the evening a 
representative of the "South 
Wales Daily News" had an 
interview with Mr. Thomas 
Evans. junr., of the Gwscwm 
Colliery. Burry Port, who picked 
up the body. He said that about 
mid-day, while he was on 
horseback going through Pembrey 
towards the colliery, he saw the 
body of a man on the foreshore 
about a mile beyond the place 

where the Teviotdale was 
stranded. After proceeding to the 
colliery he was joined by his 
father and some of the workmen, 
and they immediately reported 
the matter to the police. They did 
not succeed in bringing the body 
up until about 7.30 in the evening, 
and it was then taken to the 
mortuary and examined. Asked 
whether there was any sign of 
wreckage near the spot where the 
body was found, Mr. Evans said 
positively there was not. He could 
only explain the rumour that 
became current by the fact that 
there was some pitwood on the 
beach for his father s colliery.  

Sergt. Thomas informed our 
reporter he was of opinion that 
the body picked up was that of 
William Jenkins, of Maesteg, who 
was one of the victims of the 
boating accident near Laugharne 
on Friday last. Deceased was 
clothed in a grey suit with a white 
stripe. He was about 5 feet 10 
inches in height, clean shaven, 
and, as far as could be 
ascertained, he had sandy hair. A 
match-box was found in a pocket, 
bearing the inscription. "For 
Willie." Other pockets contained a 
half-a-crown and 1½d. 

(The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales 
Weekly Advertiser 24th August 1906) 

 

LLANSAINT. 

SCARLET FEVER. - The 
National School at Llansaint is 
closed temporarily owing to an 
outbreak of scarlet fever. The 
cases are of a mild type. 
(The Carmarthen Weekly reporter 5th October 

1906) 

 

 

 

SMART LLANELLY ARREST. 

ALLEGED PICKPOCKET AT 
THE MARKET. 

P.S. Hodge Lewis observed a 
suspicious looking character at 
the Llanelly Market on Thursday, 
and shadowed him.  

He saw the man, who gave his 
name as John Jones, 3, William-
street, Leicester, feeling a 
woman's skirt. After this Jones 
lifted up the cape of a woman 
named Elizabeth Francis, 
Glanmor-road, and put his hand 
into her pocket, when he was 
promptly collared by the officer. 

When searched prisoner was 
found to have £5 in gold, 10s. 6d. 
in silver, a pair of spectacles, 
tobacco pouch, watch and chain, 
muffler, and several other articles 
in his possession. 

Prisoner was brought up before 
the magistrates on Thursday and 



remanded until Monday. 
Defendant said that he was the 
representative of a Leicester 
drapery firm. 

(The Cambrian 28th December 1906) 

 
1907 

THE LLANELLY BURNING 
FATALITY. 

Mr W. Buckley Roderick, coroner, 
conducted an inquest 
at Llanelly on Monday touching 
the death of Ethel May Davies, 
infant daughter of James T. 
Davies, 1, Copperworks-road, 
which took place on Friday 
evening last. Mary Davies said the 
child was put to bed at five 
o'clock on Friday afternoon, and 
witness proceeded to clean the 
bedroom, "which was lighted by a 
candle, placed on a box 3ft. from 
the bedside. She left her 3 year-
old son in the room while she 
went for a bucket of water. While 
she was at the tap her little son 
passed her, and upon entering the 
house she smelt something 
burning. She ran upstairs and 
found the baby's room full of 
smoke. She felt for the child, and 
in lifting it out of bed she picked 
up the candlestick as well.  

The Coroner: Where was the 
candlestick? — On the bed. 
Witness said she took the baby to 
a neighbour's house. The child 
died before the arrival of a 
doctor. A verdict of Accidental 
death" was returned. 

(The Cardiff Times January 19, 1907) 
 
 
 
 

LLANELLY COLLIERY FIRE. 
A fire took place at St. George's 
Colliery, Llanelly, early this 
morning. It originated in one of 
the store sheds on the surface. 
The shed, which contained a 
number of casks of oil, was soon 
a huge blaze. The efforts of the 
police and fire brigade were 
directed in preventing the fire 
spreading to other parts of the 
colliery, and this they succeeded 
in doing, and soon had the fire 
under control. 

(Evening Express 8th February 1907) 

 
 
 

LLANELLY COPPERWORKS. 
Removal Rumour Discounted. 

 It was stated a short time ago 
that Messrs Nevill, Druce and Co. 
were going to remove 
the Llanelly Copper Works to 
Port Talbot. The report was 

discounted in well informed 
circles, and it is now understood 
that the firm have practically 
agreed to remain at Llanelly, 
having come to terms for a 
renewal of their lease of the site 
of the works with the land- 
owners. 

At a meeting of the 
Llanelly Urban District Council on 
Monday night. a letter was read 
from Mr Thomas Jones, the 
Stepney estate agent, stating that 
it was proposed to lay another 
tramway from the copper works 
across New Dock-road, past 
Trinity Chapel, and over the 
Borough Council's property to the 
Great Western Railway. He would 
be glad to know upon what terms 
the Council were prepared to sell 
or lease the land, and to grant the 
right to cross New Dock-road. It 
was hoped to let a portion of the 
land for steel, tinplate, and 
galvanising works. Mr E. T. Jones 
did not think they should 
entertain the question of laying 
another railway so near to the one 
that existed already. Mr D. James 
Davies said if it meant 
establishing another industry in 
the town they should seriously 
consider the application. It was 
decided to refer the letter to the 
Roads and Estates Committees. 

(Cardiff Times February 9, 1907) 

LLANELLY POLICE-COURT 
INCIDENT. 

 
Elisabeth A. Rees, Erwfach, Pwll, 
again applied for an affiliation 
order at Llanelly on Tuesday 
against Joseph Morse, also of 
Pwll, in respect of a male child 
born on December 1.  
 

Elizabeth Ann Rees, the 
applicant, stated that she had 
known the defendant for the last 
thirteen years, and his sister was 
her particular personal friend. He 
had acted improperly with her on 
several occasions. She was 
nineteen years of age.  
 

In the course of the evidence of 
David Williams, Pwll, Major 
Bythway said: You should not 
answer the advocate in that way.  
Mr. Howell (angrily): Passions 
arouse passions, sir. If an 
advocate bounces on a witness, it 
is only human for the witness to 
bounce back. A witness must be 
treated with decency, and Mr. 
Ludford stands up, bounces and 
shouts. Passions arouse passions, 
and the witness was only fairly 
retaliating.  
 

The Bench made an order of 3s. 
per week, with costs. 

(The Weekly Mail Saturday March 2nd 1907) 

 
 



COURTING ON WELSH 
FARMS. 

At Llanelly Police Court on 
Monday Catherine Lloyd, of 
Suthin, Trimsaran, applied for an 
order against Rees Rees, junior, 
Capel Farm, Trimsaran.—Mr 
Ludford, who appeared for the 
applicant, said that the defendant 
courted the girl in the orthodox 
fashion prevailing at Welsh farms. 
Very frequently the defendant 
would arrive at the farmhouse 
late in the evening, and, knowing 
where the girl slept, would put up 
a ladder against the wall and tap 
the window. She would then get 
up and let him in, the courting 
taking place in the kitchen twice 
a week.—The Bench made an 
order of 3s per week with costs. 

(The County Echo 7th March 1907) 
 
 

 
Tried the Fourth Time 

CARMARTHEN BENCH 
REVERSE A LLANELLY 

DECISION 
Solicitor's Reminiscences of His 

Love-making Days 
The Carmarthen county 
magistrates on Friday resumed 
the hearing of the case in which 
Rachel Jenkins (20), a single 
woman, lately living at Vauxhall, 
Llanelly, but now in service at 

Cwm Farm, Llangendeirne, 
applied for an order against 
Samuel Jones, boots at the 
Cleveland Hotel, Llanelly, in 
respect of her child. Considerable 
interest was taken in the 
proceedings, as the young mother 
had made three unsuccessful 
applications for an order before 
the Llanelly bench. Mr. T. R. 
Ludford, Llanelly, again appeared 
for the applicant, and Mr. Viner 
Leeder, Swansea, for the 
defendant.  

Mrs. L. Owens, Vauxhall, one of a 
large number of witnesses called 
by Mr. Ludford to say that they 
had seen the couple frequently 
walking together in Stradey 
Woods and other places, stated, in 
reply to Mr. Ludford, that she had 
seen the defendant "canoodling" 
Miss Jenkins. (Laughter.)  

The Chairman (Mr. C. W. Jones): 
I should like to know what 
canoodling is. (Renewed laughter.)  

At the Llanelly court, it was 
stated, this witness failed to 
identify the defendant, and Mr. 
Leeder, in order to test the value 
of her evidence, challenged her to 
walk around the court and pick 
out the man she had seen in the 
applicant's company. After a 
second attempt witness pointed to 
the defendant, who had left his 

seat alongside his solicitor to take 
up his position in the well of the 
court.  

Previous to examining Sarah Ann 
Williams, a servant girl living at 
Gate House, Sandy- terrace, 
Llanelly, Mr. Ludford stated that 
on Wednesday last the defendant 
appeared at Llanelly Police-court 
and applied for a summons for 
perjury against this witness on the 
evidence she had already given 
against him at Llanelly. It was a 
very clever move, he said, done 
with the object of trying to 
frighten the girl from appearing 
there that day, but it had failed.  

Mr. Leeder: Nothing of the kind.  

The Chairman intimated that he 
did not like these short speeches. 
The bench would listen to the 
advocates at the proper time.  

Mr. Ludford said he mentioned 
the perjury summons because he 
thought Mr. Leeder was going to 
refer to it.  

Mr. Leeder: I beg your pardon; I 
was not going to do anything of 
the sort. I am prepared to take 
my oath on it.  

Mr. Ludford: We would not 
believe you. (Laughter.)  

Mr. Leeder: I thought our 
personal regard for each other 
would make you believe me.  

Mr. Ludford (apologetically): I 
should not have said that.  

The Clerk (Mr. Morgan Griffiths) 
to the advocates: If you make 
speeches continually the bench 
will adjourn the case for a month, 
just to give you time for 
reflection.  

Sarah Ann Williams then stated 
that, in September last she took 
the baby in a perambulator down 
to the station, where she 
accidentally met the defendant. 
Defendant seemed delighted with 
the baby, and after kissing him 
wheeled the perambulator up and 
down the platform. He also 
wheeled it in the direction of the 
Station Hotel, but upon catching 
sight of the applicant he let go 
the perambulator and made off. 
One of the 'busmen, however, 
caught him up, and for a joke 
made him get into the shafts of 
the perambulator, and kept him 
there for about ten minutes.  

William Williams, tin-worker, 
Stradey Hill, Pwll, stated that the 
reason why he did not give 
evidence at Llanelly was that he 
had been threatened with a hiding 
if he came forward. He declined 
to say who threatened him or to 
give their names in writing to the 
bench.  



Mr. Leeder: I put it to you that it 
is a pure invention on your part 
to say that you have been afraid 
to come to court to give evidence. 
You were not up in a balloon. You 
were always available at Llanelly.  

William Davies, mason, Stradey 
Hill, Pwll, another fresh witness, 
said he had seen the couple 
together in Stradey Woods.  

The Chairman: They must know 
every inch of Stradey Woods. 
(Laughter.)  

Mr. Ludford: It is a favourite 
courting place in Llanelly. I was 
there myself years ago. 

The Chairman: I won't say what 
for. (Laughter.)  

Asked what business he had in 
Stradey Woods, witness said, 
“Courting."  

Mr. Leeder: I understand that that 
was not business.  

Witness: That was my business, 
not yours. (Laughter.)  

Mr. Leeder, for the defence, said 
it would be unfair and unjust for 
a Carmarthen bench to upset the 
decision of three different 
benches at Llanelly when the only 
evidence brought before them was 
evidence of courtship. 

Defendant gave an emphatic 
denial to the complainant's 
allegations, and told Mr. Ludford 

that the witnesses she had called 
were a "combination of liars" who 
had perjured themselves to help 
the girl. 

There was some excitement in the 
vestibule of the hall while the 
depositions of the complainant at 
the Llanelly court were being 
read, and it afterwards transpired 
that the witnesses on either side 
had started fighting. The police 
immediately intervened, and 
order was restored after a few 
minutes by placing the witnesses 
in different rooms. After a 
hearing extending over six hours 
the Bench adjudged the defendant 
to be the father of the child, and 
made an order for the payment of 
2s. 6d. a week, together with 
expenses and advocate's fee.  

Mr. Leeder, who was 
complimented by the clerk upon 
the way he had conducted the 
case, declared that the defendant 
would never pay in accordance 
with the order. 

(Evening Express 27th April 1907) 

 
 
 

CRUSHED TO DEATH. 
SHOCKING FATALITY AT 

LLANELLY. 
A fatal accident occurred at the 
Old Lodge Works, Llanelly, on 

Monday afternoon, a young 
workman named William 
Reynolds (20), Marine-street, 
being crushed between a wall and 
the locomotive, and sustaining 
such serious injuries that he died 
in less than half an hour. In 
addition to a fracture of the arm, 
Reynolds had a fracture of the 
spinal column, and expired when 
the injured arm was being set by 
Dr. S. Williams After the accident 
the body was removed home on 
the G.W.R. ambulance, no other 
ambulance being obtainable. 

(The Cambrian 3rd May 1907) 

 
 
 

JUDGE DECIDES AGAINST 3 
DOCTORS  

The Western Tin-plate Company 
(Limited) made an application at 
Llanelly County-court on Monday 
(before his Honour Judge Bishop) 
to review, terminate, or diminish 
the weekly payments made as 
compensation to Elias Walters, 
10, Glanmor-terrace. Mr. W. A. 
Roberts, Bristol, appeared for the 
applicants, and Mr. W. A. 
Parsons, Cardiff (instructed by 
Mr. David Jennings, Llanelly), 
represented the defendant.  
 

Mr. Roberts stated that the man 
had been paid 10s. 4d. a week as 
compensation since February, 

1906. Although he was unable to 
return to his work, something had 
intervened which was not the 
result of the accident. 
 

Dr. D. J. Williams said that he 
had examined Walters on several 
occasions, and in his opinion the 
man could follow his usual 
employment.  
 

Dr. Edgar Davies and Dr. S. J. 
Roderick also gave evidence, and 
his Honour said that the doctors 
seemed to practically agree. 
 

 The application was refused, and 
the, plaintiffs were ordered to pay 
the costs. 

(Evening Express 7th May 1907) 

 
 
 
 
 

LLANELLY COUNTY COURT. 
 Compensation Case.  

At Llanelly County Court on 
Monday (before Judge Bishop) an 
application was made by the 
Western Tinplate Company to 
review an order under the 
Workmen's Compensation Act in 
favour of Elias Walters, 12, 
Glanmor-terrace. Mr W. A. 
Roberts, Bristol, appeared for the 
applicants, and Mr W. A. Parsons 
(instructed by Mr D. Jennings, 
Llanelly) for the responddents. 



Medical testimony was given. His 
Honour refused to grant the 
application.  

Printers Versus Solicitor. 
D. Williams and Sons, of the 
“Llanelly Guardian,” sued D R. 
Edmunds, solicitor, for £21 15s 
4d. Mr Walton applied for an 
adjournment on behalf of the 
defendant who, together with his 
counsel, Mr W. Llewelyn 
Williams, M P., was unable to 
attend. Mr Ludford opposed, and 
said £.14 8s had been paid into 
court, and defendant pleaded the 
statute of limitations in respect 
of£7 7s 4d. His Honour granted 
the adjournment. 

(The Cardiff Times 11th May 1907) 

 
 
 
 

HORSE KILLED 
On Saturday night a brake, which 
was being driven in the direction 
of Pwll. collided with a trap in 
Pembrey-road, the shaft of the 
trap penetrating one of the horses 
of the brake. The animal was 
instantly killed. No persons were 
injured. 

(The Cardiff Times 8th June 1907) 

 

 
 

MAJOR BYTHWAY DEAD, 
POPULAR LLANELLY 
VOLUNTEER AND EX-

BREWER.  

Major Bythway, J.P., one of the 
most popular men in Llanelly, 
died at his residence, Warborough, 
Old-road, On Friday afternoon, as 
already reported in the Post, aged 
76 

(The Cambrian June 14, 1907) 

 
 
 
 

FERRY SIDE. 
SALE. 

At the Boar's Head Hotel, 
Carmarthen on Saturday, Messrs 
Lloyd and Thomas offered for 
sale by public auction a leasehold 
hotel at Ferryside, called The 
Ship, held, with house and shop 
adjoining for the residue of a 
term of 99 years, from 1877, at a 
ground rent of £6 17s. 6d. per 
annum, the road or carriage drive 
at the back of the premises being 
15s. 10d. and the garden 3s. per 
annum. At present the house and 
shop are let at £12 per annum. 
The bidding reached £ 1,450, but 
the property was withdrawn. Mr 
D. E. Stephens, Carmarthen, was 
the solicitor. 
(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 2nd August 

1907) 
 

AN EXCITING SCENE AT 
LLANELLY. 

An exciting scene was witnessed 
in the river at Old Castle-road, 
Llanelly, on Sunday A little boy 
of seven, named Isaac, fell into 
11ft of water and disappeared in 
a whirl-pool A man named James 
Rees, was passing at the time, 
and plunged in. He secured the 
lad, I but could not get out of the 
water him and two other men 
went to his rescue. One of those 
got into difficulties. Finally two 
brothers, named Richards, 
appeared on the scene, and 
landed them safely.. Finally, one 
of the Richards became 
unconscious, and was brought to 
the bank in a serious state. In all, 
four men required attention at the 
hands of Dr Samuel Williams. 
Happily none of them appeared to 
be the worse for their exciting 
experience. 

(The County Echo 22nd August 1907) 

 

 

LLANELLY’S NEW 
INDUSTRIES. 

A short time ago a statement was 
published that a galvanising 
works was to be established at 
Llanelly. This is corroborated by 
announcement of the registration 
of the Stradey Company. Before 
long there will be some tangible 

proof of the commencement of 
the new tinplate and steel works 
in the town. 
(The Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 30th August 

1907) 

 
 

PEMBREY OUTRAGE. 

STONES HURLED AT LONDON 
EXPRESS. 

GLASS SMASHED: 
PASSENGERS SACRED. 

A dastardly outrage was 
perpetrated at Pembrey on 
Sunday evening, and it is hoped 
that the police will be able to 
trace the offenders, for they 
deserve heavy punishment.  

As the London night mail was 
rushing though the station some 
heavy missile struck a window of 
one of the first coaches and 
smashed the glass. There were 
several passengers in the 
compartments, and they were 
terribly frightened, but, 
fortunately, uninjured by the 
crash.  

The glass of the look-out window 
of the guard's-van was also 
smashed, and Guard Stone, who 
was sitting in the seat of the 
window, had a very narrow 
escape. The impacts were beard 
by Guard Taylor, who was in the 
first van, as well as by several 



passengers on board the train in 
other compartments.  

There is hardly any doubt that the 
missiles, probably heavy stones, 
were deliberately hurled at the 
passing train, and they were 
thrown by someone just beyond 
the platform on the Llanelly side.  

It is possible that the same object, 
thrown at the fore part of the 
train, caught the projecting 
window at the rear in its fall, but 
there is no means of ascertaining 
this. 

(The Cambrian September 20, 1907) 

 
 
 

LLANELLY STABLES ON 
FIRE 

Fire broke out on Saturday night 
at the stables belonging to the 
Royal Exchange Public-house, 
Llanelly. A great deal of hay was 
stored, and at the time of the 
outbreak a few horses were 
inside, but before much damage 
had been done the animals were 
removed to a place of safety. 
Before the flames were subdued 
the structure was practically 
gutted. How the fire originated is 
a mystery. 

(Evening Express 23rd September 1907) 
 

 

LLANELLY STEELWORKS' 
FUTURE.  

SWANSEA RUMOURS: SEVEN 
FIRMS CO-OPERATE. 

EXTENDING WORKS AND 
DOUBLING OUTPUT. 

At the Swansea Metal Exchange 
on Tuesday an important scheme 
affecting the future of the well-
known works of the Llanelly 
Steel Company was the subject of 
discussion. This concern is one of 
the most prosperous in the 
country, and is jointly owned by 
the Old Castle Tinplate Company, 
the Western Tinplate Company, 
and the Briton Ferry Tinplate 
Company. It is rumoured that 
arrangements are being made for 
an amalgamation by which no 
fewer than seven tinplate 
companies, if not more, will 
acquire a substantial interest in 
the works. These oompanie.s arc 
:—  

Clayton Company, Pontardulais - 
7 mills  

Teilo Company, Pontardulais -    
6 mills  

Morlais Company, Llangennech - 
4 mills 

St. David's Company, Loughor -   
5 mills 

Old Lodge Company, Llanelly -   
8 mills  

Dafen Company - 4 mills 

Player's Company. Clydach -       
4 mills 

It is further stated that the 
companies will each contribute 
new capital on the basis of £1,000 
per mill, and that by this means 
the capital of the steel company 
will be increased from £50,000 to 
a total of £150,000. The new 
capital is to be spent in extending' 
the works on a large scale, with 
the result that in a short time the 
present output of about 2,000 
tons a week will be practically 
doubled. The steel company will 
then have no fewer than 67 tin- 
plate mills to which to supply 
bars. The company have already 
acquired additional land on their 
present site, and as soon as the 
arrangements are completed the 
work of extension will be taken 
in hand without delay. 

(The Cambrian 27th September 1907) 

 

 

LLANELLY PUBLICAN’S 
OFFENCE 

“IT’S NO USE TELLING LIES,” 
SAID THE WIFE 

At Llanelly on Wednesday, Wm. 
Howell Trevorse, Head Inn, was 
charged with selling intoxicants 
during prohibited hours. Mr. 

Richards represented Messrs.. 
Buckley Bros., owners. Defendant 
admitted the offence. 

 P.C.'s Warmington and J. Evans 
kept observation of the Trcvorse 
Head Inn on Sunday week. At 
8.45 a.m., Dd. Thomas, Burry-
street, looked up and down and 
entered the premises by the back 
door, and left in half-an-hour. 
Five minutes later he returned 
with David Williams, Glanmor- 
road, and entered the side door. 
They found Thomas drinking in 
the kitchen. Williams had an 
empty mug in front of him. 
Thomas replied, "Right oh." 
Defendant, in reply to the charge, 
said, "I will not say anything; a 
solicitor will speak for me." Mrs. 
Howells said. "It is no use saying 
lies. I served them with a pint 
each, and they paid for it. I am 
sorry." To her husband she said. 
"Speak the truth. It is no use 
telling lies. It's a fair cop." 

Defendant was fined £7 12s. 6d. 
including costs. The two men 
were fined. 

(The Cambrian 4th October 1907) 

 

 

 

 
 

(The Cambrian 25th October 1907) 

WANTED, for Llanelly, experienced 
Canvassers, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
for Enlargements and Paintings.  
 

Good Salary and commission.- Apply 
13, Prince of Wales-street, Swansea. 



WELSH STEEL COMBINE.  

In connection with the Llanelly 
steelwork combine it is stated 
that the mills will number about 
eighty, and the total of workmen 
employed in tin and steel making 
over 5000. Shares in the Llanelly 
Steelworks cannot be obtained at 
any price, and holders of £10 
shares in the Briton Ferry 
Company, which the Llanelly 
works is indirectly connected, are 
asking £45 per share. 

(Weekly Mail 12th October 1907) 

 

 

 

ALLEGED VICTIMISATION 

 The alleged case of victimisation 
at the works of the Welsh Tin-
plate and Metal-stamping 
Company (Limited), Llanelly has 
turned out to be altogether 
without foundation. Reports in 
several South Wales papers made 
it out that the management had 
dismissed a workman on account 
of his active connection with a 
Trades Union. On Wednesday Mr. 
Matt. Giles, organiser of the 
Workers' Union, interviewed the 
manager, and so satisfied was he 
with what had been done that he 
made a written statement 
admitting that the management 
were justified in giving a 

terminating notice to the man in 
question. The latter, too, has 
expressed his regret at what he 
had done, and given an 
undertaking to carry out the 
orders of the company in future. 
The man will now be reinstated. 

One of the directors of the 
company is Mr. William Abraham 
(Mabon), M.P.. and his name has 
most unfairly been introduced 
into the newspaper reports of 
what has occurred. 

(Evening Express 17th October 1907) 

 

 

 

LLANELLY COMBINE.  

BRITON FERRY WORKS JOIN. 

 Considerable comment has been 
caused in local trade circles by 
reason of the fact that three 
tinplate mills in the Briton Ferry 
district have joined the recent 
Llanelly combine.  

The reason for this being brought 
about is to secure a regular 
output of steel bars from the steel 
works.  

It will be remembered that this 
development was foreshadowed a 
fortnight ago. 

(The Cambrian 8th November 1907) 

1908 
MILLINER'S SHOP ON FIRE 

An alarming fire occurred at 
Llanelly on Tuesday at the 
premises of Mesdames Mercer 
and Villiers, milliners, Vaughan-
street. The managers locked up 
the premises at about two o'clock, 
and a short time afterwards 
smoke was observed issuing from 
one of the windows. The alarm 
was at once given, and the police, 
under the superintendence of 
Inspector Rogers, were soon on 
the spot, and threw water on the 
fire, but the outbreak was not got 
under before considerable damage 
was wrought. The extensive stock 
of valuable dresses and millinery 
was destroyed, and the windows 
of the shop were shattered. The 
police, who were ultimately 
joined by the fire brigade, are to 
be complimented on their 
promptitude. How the fire arose 
is a matter for conjecture. 

(Evening Express 1st January 1908) 

 

 

BIG STEEL COMPANY. 

NEW LLANELLY CONCERN 
REGISTERED. 

From to-day Wednesday, the 
Llanelly Steel Company will be 
known as “The Llanelly Steel 

Company (1907), Ltd.”  The new 
company was registered on 
Tuesday.  

The first directors' meeting was 
held on Wednesday, when the 
following officers were 
appointed:-  Chairman, Mr. E. 
Trubshaw; deputy-chair man, Mr. 
H. Eccles; secretary, Mr. R. 
Whitaker Evans; works manager, 
Mr T. Crosby; solicitor, Mr. F. N. 
Powell; and auditors, Messrs. W. 
B. Peat and Co.  

The signatories to the 
memorandum are Messrs. D. 
Williams (Llanelly), J. Henry 
Thomas (London), E. Trubshaw 
(Llanelly), R T. Morris (Sketty), 
H. Eccles (Neath), L. Jenkins 
(Briton Ferry), and W. P. Player.  

The capital of the company is £ 
250,000.  

(The Cambrian 3rd January 1908) 

 
 
 

A MAN MUTILATED ON THE 
RAILWAY NEAR LLANELLY. 
A ganger named Richard Jones 
made a terrible discovery early on 
Saturday morning on the Great 
Western Railway main line at 
Llanelly. Just opposite the 
Llanelly steel works he found the 
body of a man, very much 
mutilated. There were wounds on 



the head, and one of the arms had 
been severed.  
 
The body was identified later in 
the day by Mr William Pryor, 
engineer of the Llanelly tug, 
Falcon, as that of Joseph Horace 
Meynard, who had been engaged 
as a fireman on the tug for the 
past two months. Deceased was 
35 years of age, and buried his 
wife and only child about two 
months ago. He was a native of 
London, and the police have 
communicated with his parents at 
116, Dudley- road, Forest Gate, 
London. It appears that Maynard 
left the Falcon, which was at the 
time lying outside the Burry Port 
dock, on Friday afternoon, with 
the intention of proceeding to 
Llanelly to buy provisions.  
 

A strange, incident occurred 
earlier in the day. It appe.ars that 
an able seaman and the mate 
belonging to the boat Delefwagner 
which is berthed at the Great 
Western Dock, called at the Dock 
Police Station and informed the 
police that a man was missing 
from their ship. They were taken 
to the mortury where they viewed 
the body subsequently identified 
as that of Maynard. Both were 
emphatic that it was the body of 
the man of whom they were in, 
search. Mr Pryor, however was 

able to satisfy the police later in 
the day that the body was that of 
Maymard. 

(Carmarthen Weekly Reporter 3rd January 
1908) 

 
 
 

NEW LIFEBOAT.  
SATISFACTORY TRIAL AT 

FERRYSIDE.  
A trial launch of the new 
Ferryside life- boat, the Richard 
Ashley, has just been made, in 
order to test the searchlight, and 
this proved highly satisfactory. 
There were a large number of 
spectators present. 

(The Cambrian 17th January 1908) 

 
 
 
 

MINERAL WEALTH 
We have it on good authority that 
the private railway and extensive 
silica, brick, sand, clay, and lime 
works, which were owned by the 
late Mr. Alexandra Young, and 
now carried on by his brother, Mr. 
William Young, on 
Mynyddygarreg, Carmarthen, have 
been acquired by an influential 
company of Glasgow gentlemen, 
under the title of the A. Y. Dinas 
Silica Brick and Lime Company 
(Limited). This property contains 
an almost inexhaustible quantity 

of silica rock, silica sand, and 
silica clay, all of which have been, 
proved to be of the very best 
quality.  
It is intended by the new 
company to enlarge the 
brickworks by the erection of 
more kilns, in order to meet the 
increased demand for the bricks 
locally, in Scotland, and 
elsewhere. They also intend to 
build workmen's cottages on the 
property, or in close proximity to 
it, so that it is hoped that shortly 
there will be no scarcity of labour 
for the development of this 
mountain of mineral wealth.  
There is on the property a field of 
limestone, and it has been shown 
from analysis that the caustic 
properties of the lime from this 
estate cannot be surpassed, and 
that it is equal to any in the 
Principality for agricultural and 
building purposes. The farmers of 
Carmarthenshire, Cardiganshire, 
and Pembrokeshire can testify to 
the quality of this lime, as many 
thousand tons of it have been 
sent into these counties for many 
years  
Scotland is a great outlet for 
silica bricks, and it is said that 
“A.Y." bricks command a larger 
market there than any other, so 
that there is, no doubt, a great 

future for Mynyddygarreg in this 
connection. 

(The Evening Express 24th January 1908) 

 

 

FERRYSIDE.  

DEATH.  - We record with regret 
the death of an old employee of 
the G.W.R. Company in the 
person of Mr. James Evans, late 
signalman at Ferryside, who 
passed away on Sunday morning, 
the 9th ins - at his home, 
Brigstocke Terrace, after a brief 
illness, leaving a widow and 
grown- up family of six, two of 
his sons being the masters at 
Llanon, Llanelly, and Kilgerrain, 
Cardiganshire. Deceased had been 
stationed at Ferryside for the past 
31 years. He joined the service in 
1866 at Swansea, was goods guard 
several years at Swansea, and 
altogether completed 11 years of 
service. He was 66 years of age at 
the time of his death. The funeral 
took place on Friday, and was 
attended by a large number of the 
inhabitants, the railway men and 
fellow servants being bearers. The 
coffin was conveyed by hearse to 
St. Ishmael’s Church. The Vicar, 
Rev. R. S. James, and the Curate 
in Charge, St. Thomas, Ferryside, 
officiated at the house and 
Church. Signalman Evans only 
resigned his position last July, his 



retirement was of short duration, 
and the. close of life was un- 
expected. A testimonial had been 
got up by friends and fellow 
servants consisting of a framed 
likeness and purse of money, and 
a mournful interest attaches to 
the same as it was presented the 
day previous to his death. 
Deceased adhered to duty closely, 
and on his retirement the 
Company lost the services of an 
old and faithful servant. 
(The Welshman February 21, 1908) 

 

 

LIVE SHELL 
IN LLANELLY FURNACE. 

 TREMENDOUS REPORT: 
CONSIDERABLE ALARM.  

THREE OR FOUR MEN 
SLIGHTLY INJURED. 

The workmen of Messrs. 
Richard Thomas and Co.’s 
tinplate and steel works at 
Llanelly were considerably 
alarmed on Thursday evening by 
a tremendous report at one of the 
stool furnaces which was being 
re-charged.  

About 30 tons of pig iron 
and other material had been 
thrown in when the explosion 
occurred.  

It transpired that a spare-hand 
had thrown in a shell which must 
have been a live one.  

There were about four or 
five workmen standing near at 
the time, and they had a narrow 
escape.  

The massive iron doors of 
the furnace were blown out of 
position, and red-hot bricks and 
big pieces of pig iron were hurled 
in all directions. Luckily, it 
happened before much pig iron 
had been melted, otherwise the 
result would have been disastrous. 

Three or four men 
sustained minor injuries. All the 
men near the spot had a 
miraculous escape. 

(The Cambrian 6th March 1908) 

 

 

 

FERRYSIDE  

LAND SLIDE.—On Tuesday 
night in last week, a serious land 
slip occurred on the public 
footpath behind Brigstocke-
terrace, Ferryside. Fortunately, it 
was discovered before any person 
met with an accident. Messrs. 
Mitchell, Morgan, and D. Evans 
barricaded the entrance to the 
path. A very heavy oil waggon 

from Carmarthen was, no doubt, 
the cause of the subsistence. 

(The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales 
Weekly Advertiser 3rd April 1908) 

 

 

CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS AT 
BURRY PORT. 

TWO PERSONS INJURED ON 
THE RAILWAY. 

When the workmen's train from 
the Gwendraeth Valley was 
passing the Gwscwm Branch, 
Burry Port, a collier named 
Thomas Davies, of Furnace, 
Burry Port, jumped from the 
train whilst in motion to save the 
walk of a short distance. He 
landed on the branch rail near the 
crossing, and fell to the ground, 
part of the train passing over one 
of his legs. The train was stopped, 
and first-aid rendered until the 
arrival of Dr. Owen Williams. The 
limb was completely severed just 
above the ankle. He was conveyed 
to the Llanelly Hospital.  

Two little boys were playing, 
under the trucks near Dyfatty 
Crossing, Burry Port, when 
Trevor Roberts, aged seven years, 
son of Mr. Charles Roberts, 
Glanmor-road, ran under a truck, 
and was struck by a passing train. 
His leg below the knee was badly 
injured. Dr. Owen Williams, who 

had just completed his task with 
the unfortunate man, Thomas 
Davies, was soon on the spot, and 
the boy was afterwards conveyed 
in a cab to the Llanelly Hospital. 
It is feared that amputation will 
be necessary.  

A large wagon drawn by two 
horses, belonging to Mr. J. R. 
Thomas, Towyn Farm, Pembrey, 
was returning home from the 
Llanelly Market, when, in Church-
road, Burry Port, the horses took 
fright at a steam-roller and 
bolted. The wagon was 
overturned, and the driver thrown 
over the hedge into a field, 
escaping, however, with slight 
injuries. 

(Evening Express 18th April 1908) 

 
 

STEEL SMELTERS' MEETING 

The annual meeting of the South 
Wales District No. 2 (Tin-platers' 
Section) of the Steel Smelters' 
Union was held at the Old Town-
hall, Llanelly, on Saturday. Mr. 
Ed. Niblett, Pontypool, presided. 
The election of officers for the 
ensuing year resulted in Mr B. G. 
Rees, Llanelly, being elected 
district president; Mr. Ed. 
Phillips, Morriston, vice- 
president; and Mr. David Morris, 
Llanelly, secretary. The business 



dealt with consisted of certain 
matters to be put forward at the 
next conciliation board, when the 
annual wage agreement comes up 
for reconsideration. In the 
evening a public meeting was 
addressed by Mr. Macpherson, 
M.P., at the Alexandra-hall. 

(Evening Express 20th April 1908) 

 
 

CHILD GASPING FOR 
BREATH. 

 Much, excitement prevailed at 
Station-road, Burry Port, on 
Thursday night, when a little girl, 
about nine years old, was seen 
struggling for breath. A sweet had 
stuck in her throat, and were it 
not for the prompt assistance of 
Mr. D. Davies, "Caddy," she would 
have choked. 

(The Cambrian 24th April 1908) 

 
 

LLANELLY TRADER ON FIRE 
A Lloyd’s message states that the 
Norwegian steamer Espana, 
Llanelly for London with lime, 
has put into Portland with fire in 
the forehold. 

(Evening Express 8th May 1908) 

 
 
 
 
 

PEMBREY.  
FUNERAL OF A LLANELLY 
PILOT. - On Saturday afternoon 
the remains of Captain Dan Rees 
were interred at St Illtyd's 
Church, Pembrey. Captain Rees 
was a native of Llanelly, and for 
some years acted as one of the 
pilots of the port. He had a 
thrilling experience 38 years ago, 
when a fleet of vessels sailed out 
of Llanelly. When nearing the 
Holmes they encountered a heavy 
ground sea, and a number of 
them became total wrecks and 
many lives were lost. Captain 
Rees, however, safely piloted the 
vessel he had in charge to her 
destination. For some years he 
was master of the tugboat 
Ranger, and afterwards of the 
Tiger. He was in his 81st year. 
Captain Rees was a very old 
member of the Prince of Wales 
Lodge of Freemasons, Llanelly, 
and the funeral on Saturday was 
attended by Bro. Gavin Henry, 
W.M. of the lodge, Bro. Aaron 
Stone, P.M., and a number of 
other brethren. 

(The Welshman May 15, 1908) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE – Black French Poodle, 
Grand pedigree bitch, 12 months 
old. £3. 3s. Can be seen and 
pedigree inspected at Schenker’s, 6, 
Goat-street, Swansea. 

MATRIMONY – Widow (Cardiff) 
highly respectable, thoroughly 
domesticated, would like to 
correspond with elderly gentleman. – 
Write T.L., “Daily Post”, Swansea 

JUDGE AND SOLICITOR 
INCIDENT AT LLANELLY 

COUNTY-COURT. 
THE SOLICITOR'S REPLY. 
To the Editor of the Weekly 

Mail." 
Sir,—I hope you will allow me to 
explain and correct the report of 
an application before Judge 
Bishop on Monday of last week 
by Messrs. Elliott's Metal 
Company, Burry Port, in respect 
of compensation paid too Thomas 
and Sarah Bowen, of Sea View-
terrace, Burry Port.  
The facts are as follows:—At the 
April court his honour awarded 
the Bowens £50 each and costs. 
This award was afterwards 
reduced to writing and signed and 
sealed by the court officially. In 
the request for arbitration the 
weekly moneys paid to the 
deceased were deducted from the 
claim, and were treated by both 
parties as a deduction from the 
claim, and were not paid into 
court. Upon the verbal and 
written aware of the court for 
£100 I naturally concluded that 
the judge had deducted this sum 
in making his award, and if this 
was not so, why did the 
respondents' counsel not mention 
the matter at the original hearing? 
Then the judge blamed me for 
pressing for immediate payment, 

as Messrs. Elliott’s Metal 
Company are a most solvent 
body. There is no doubt they are 
one of the most solvent and 
respectable firms in the country; 
but they had nothing to do with 
this matter as everybody 
connected with the case well 
knew, as they are fully insured by 
an insurance company; and the 
action was defended by the 
insurance company's solicitors, 
and not by Messrs. Elliott's 
ordinary solicitors; the insurance 
company found and paid the £100 
and costs, and not only so, butt, 
these solicitors tried in every way 
to get out of the obligation of 
Elliott's Company to pay any 
compensation at all, by denying 
liability, and stating that the 
death was caused by accident 
independent of the accident at the 
works, and alleging that the man 
suffered and died from latent 
tuberculosis; and the award was 
ultimately obtained after a severe 
contest. All this can be proved by 
the pleadings and correspondence, 
which I am prepared to publish. 
 

Now, from the judge's remarks it 
might be inferred that I had 
received the money. This is 
wrong. The money— £100—was 
paid into court without protest by 
the respondents' solicitors, and 
was paid out to the applicants the 



same day in two separate cheques 
of £50. each signed by the 
registrar, one payable to Thomas 
Bowen and the other to Sarah 
Bowen; and the £16 5s. 1d. had 
been paid to the deceased in 
weekly instalments. Why did not 
the company's solicitors deduct 
the £16 5s. 1d. from the £100 
when they paid the money into 
court if they were certain that 
they were right in their 
contention? And the fact of their 
paying this money into court 
without protest shows that they 
really took the same view as I 
did. The learned judge, therefore, 
was in error when he said that a 
mistake had been made, and the 
solicitors who received the money 
should have paid the £16 5s. 1d. 
back. Why should I pay back 
moneys I had never received? If 
any mistake has been made, it is 
a mistake common to the learned 
judge, the registrar who issued the 
order, the respondents' counsel, 
who stood by when the order was 
made, and the solicitors of the 
respondents, who paid the money 
into court without protest instead 
of deducting the £16 5s. 1d., as 
they could do if right. Whether 
the learned judge did or did not 
consider the £16 5s. 1d. in his 
award is a matter known only to 

himself, and which no one else 
can possibly know.  
I regret that I am obliged to 
trouble you with this explanation, 
but as I was refused the right to 
explain in court I have no other 
means of defending myself 
against most injurious remarks, 
which I say the facts not in the 
slightest degree justify, and which 
I feel sure never would have been 
made if the whole history of this 
matter had been placed before the 
court in the usual way on motion, 
namely, in a carefully settled 
affidavit, instead of the hurried 
statement of counsel unsupported 
by evidence of any kind.  
I merely carried out the judge's 
own order; but pursuant to the 
arrangement of counsel, and in 
deference to the expression of 
opinion of the judge, I have now 
written to Mr. and Mrs. Bowen 
asking them to re-pay 
immediately the £16 5s. 1d. to the 
respondent’ solicitors.—I am, &c.,  
W. HOWELL, Solicitor 32, 
Stepney-street, Llanelly, May 6.  

(Weekly Mail 16th May 1908) 

 
 
 

MINISTER KILLED AT 
LLANELLY. 

A terrible accident occurred on 
the Mynydd Mawr Railway, 

Llanelly, Friday morning, causing 
the death of the Rev Elias Davies, 
pastor of Siloah Congregational 
Church, Llanelly. The deceased 
gentleman, it appears, had paid a 
visit to the Old Castle Works, 
and, making his way home, had to 
cross two rail- way lines, running 
parallel with and close to each 
other. It appears that he avoided 
an engine on one line, and, 
stepping on to the other line, was 
knocked down by an engine. 
Assistance was at once procured, 
and the rev. gentleman was 
removed to the Old Castle Inn 
close by. A hurried summons 
brought Dr H H Roberts and Dr 
Samuel Williams to the spot, but, 
unfortunately, they could do 
nothing, death taking place in a 
few minutes from shock, and, 
possibly, internal injuries. At the 
inquest held on Monday a verdict 
of "Accidental Death” was 
returned, no blame being attached 
to anyone. 

(The County Echo 21st May 1908) 

 
 

 
A POINT OF COMPENSATION. 
The claim for compensation made 
by Thomas and Sarah Bowen, 
Burry Port, against Elliott' Metal 
Company was again mentioned 

before Judge Bishop at Llanelly 
County-court on Monday.  
Mr. Bowen Davies (instructed by 
Messrs. Edwards and Co., 
Swansea) appeared for the 
respondents, and said that his 
application at the last court was 
that a sum of £l6 15s. 1d. should 
be deducted from the award of 
£100. Notwithstanding the 
statement made by his honour, 
the money had not been refunded. 
Communications had passed 
between Mr. Edwards and Mr. 
Howell (the latter representing 
the applicants), and Mr. Howell 
informed Mr. Vaughan Edwards 
that if the deduction of this 
amount was made an execution 
would at once be put in for the 
full amount. The money had been 
paid in full in consequence of this 
threat.  
His Honour refused the application. 

(Evening Express 16th June 1908) 

 

 

 
FOUND HANGING 

Llanelly Rollerman's Suicide 
 

A sad case of suicide took place 
at Llanelly this morning. A man, 
named Henry Williams, 5, 
Glanmor-place, was found 
suspended by a rope from a rafter 
in the kitchen.  



It appears that about 7.30 the 
deceased got up from bed with 
the object of lighting the fire. 
About a quarter of an hour later 
his six-year-old son had occasion 
to go down- stairs for a 
newspaper, and was horrified to 
find his father as above described. 
He shouted to his mother, who 
called in a man named William 
Williams, of Old Castle-road, who 
was passing at the time.  
Mr. Williams cut the body down, 
but, unfortumately, life was 
extinct. The deceased was a 
rollerman at the Llanelly Copper 
Works, but in consequence of 
failing health he had not been 
able to do anything lately. 

(Evening Express 26th June 1908) 

 
 
 
 

PLENTY OF FISH IN THE 
TOWY. 

VERY FINE SALMON AT 
FERRYSIDE 

The Towy coracle fishermen have 
been having exceptional "takes" of 
sewin. The quantity netted is 
more productive than it has been 
for twenty years.  
There has been a general 
improvement throughout, not only 
in yield of fish, but in size and 
condition. If anglers would only 

desist from keeping small fry, 
practically valueless except to 
make up number, in another 
season or so the Towy and its 
tributaries would be greatly 
improved.  
Several salmon have been taken 
in the nets on the Towy, including 
some heavy fish, a few turning 
the scales at from 251b. to 28lb., 
and one over 30lb. at Ferryside. 

(The Cambrian 10th July 1908) 
 

 
 
 
 

KIDWELLY. 
DROWNING FATALITY. 

On Friday evening of last week a 
little child, the son of Mr. J. 
Gravell, Nantyglo, 
Mynyddygarreg, aged about 18 
months was drowned by 
accidentally falling into a large 
pan of rain water outside the 
house. The child had only been 
missed a very few minutes by his 
parents and when found 
immersed in the pan was quite 
dead. An inquest was held on the 
body on, Saturday evening before 
Mr. W. W. Brodie, deputy coroner 
for this liberty of Kidwelly, and a 
verdict of accidentally drowned 
was returned. 

(The Welshman 17th July 1908) 

 

GOOD TRADE AT LLANELLY. 

Mr. Daniel Williams, J.P., 
presided over the annual meeting 
of the Llanelly Chamber of 
Commerce.—The council in their 
report said that the copper, tin-
plate, enamelling, engineering, 
steel, and other industries in the 
town and district had during the 
year been fully employed. 
Extensions were taking' place at 
the Llanelly Steelworks which 
were expected to considerably 
increase their present output. 
Efforts should be made to bring 
before manufacturers and 
capitalists the advantages of the 
town and district in the matter of 
excellent sites and a cheap and 
plentiful supply of water.  

Mr. F. N. Powell was elected 
president and Mr. John Innes 
vice-president. Mr. H. E. Pullen 
was re-elected secretary and Mr. 
Soper (London and Provincial 
Bank) treasurer. 

(Weekly Mail 18th July 1908) 

 

 

LLANELLY STEELWORKERS  

The settlement of the dispute at 
the South Wales Steel Works, 
Llanelly, has been received with 
great satisfaction in the district, 
which would be seriously hit if a 
stoppage took place. The new 

terms arranged are on the same 
basis as exist in other works in 
Glamorgan, and there is now 
every prospect that operations 
will go on uninterruptedly. 

(Evening Express 20th July 1908) 

 
 
 

DECREASING THE DISTANCE. 
—That the development which 
has taken place in the Irish traffic 
is destined to increase is shown 
by the fact that a new line is now 
in course of construction from 
Bvnea to Llansamlet. This is 
intended for the fast expresses 
which will run between 
Paddington and Fishguard 
Harbour, the stiff 'bank' at 
Cockett and the delays at Landore 
being thus obviated. The Cockett 
part of the line is one of the most 
expensive on the whole of the 
Great Western system, and the 
new line will accomplish the 
double object of taking the boat 
trains off this portion and 
reducing the distance between 
Paddington and Fishguard very 
materially. As all the trains will 
have to pass through Llanelly 
station, where there are only two 
pairs of metals, the engineers 
have reported to the Great 
Western Railway directors that 
the station accommodation here 



must be considerably extended. 
As an alternative, it is 
recommended that a new station 
be built in the upper part of the 
town, and that the new line be 
extended from Bynea to this 
station and then join the present 
main line at Pwll, some two miles 
below Llanelly. This latter 
alternative, we understand, is 
likely to be adopted, a great point 
in its favour being that an 
extension of the Burry Port line 
already runs to Pwll. 
 (The County Echo 23rd July 1908) 
 

MISS HARRIMAN'S DUCKS. 

UNIQUE CASE AT 
CARMARTHEN POLICE-

COURT. 

The Carmarthen County Bench 
had before them on Saturday a 
somewhat unique case, which was 
brought forward by Inspector 
Roberts, of the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, who charged George 
Davies (17½), Richard Evans (17), 
and Andrew Phillips (13½), all of 
Llansaint, Ferryside, with cruelty 
to ducks. 

All the defendants having pleaded 
guilty, the Inspector stated that 
he had received numerous 
complaints of cruelty in this 

particular district. On the 
occasion in question defendants 
stoned the ducks which graced the 
waters of Tanylan, St Ishmael's, 
and in so doing killed one and 
injured three. With no little regret 
Miss Harriman, the owner of the 
ducks, gave evidence. She said 
she had no desire to get the boys 
into trouble, but she considered 
the time had come to suppress 
the annoyance to which she had 
been subjected. 

The boys created quite a scene in 
court by weeping. 

The Chairman (Mr. Dudley 
Drummond) said they might 
consider themselves lightly let off 
by being dealt with under the 
First- Offenders Act and by 
having the costs remitted. 

(Weekly Mail 12th September 1908) 

 
 
 

NEW SCHOOL AT LLANSAINT. 
On Saturday afternoon the new 
Council School at Llansaint, 
Carmarthenshire, was formally 
opened, great interest being taken 
in the event. The villagers and 
children turned out in force and 
flags and banners were unfurled, 
all the arrangements being carried 
out by a representative 
committee, with Captain D. 

Gower as chairman; Mr G. 
Beynon, secretary and Mr W. E. 
Rees, treasurer. At four o'clock a 
procession, headed by 
the Llansaint Brass Band under 
the conductorship of Mr C. 
Davies, started from the National 
School (now to be relinquished) 
and marched through the village 
to the new school for the 
inaugural ceremony, which was 
opened with prayer by the Rev. D. 
Geler Owen (Horeb) one of the 
managers. Mr John Jones, Plas, 
poor law guardian for the parish, 
in the absence of County 
Councillor Mr J. Ll. Thomas, J.P., 
Tanlan, through ill health, 
formally opened the building 
amid cheers. The new school has 
been built at a cost of £1,800 on 
the outskirts of the village and 
will accommodate 120 scholars. 
The main room is divisible by 
sliding partition, and the 
classroom fitted with dual desks. 
The building is surrounded by a 
large play-ground, provided with 
shelters. Refreshments were 
served to the scholars and 
villagers at the National School, 
and to the visitors in the new 
building. Speeches followed and a 
concert was held in the evening. 
Among the visitors were the Rev. 
W. C. Jenkins, Capel Sul; Rev. D. 
J. Lewis, Ferryside; Rev. D. 

Williams, Mrs Williams, Miss 
Gwyn, Miss Nicholas, Mrs 
Harries, Mr A. Goldsmith, Mr C. 
V. Morris (Llanddarrog), Mr D.H. 
Williams, Mr D. O. Jones and Mrs 
Jones, Mr D. Evans 
(Llanstephan), etc. On Tuesday 
next the children will be 
transferred from the National 
School (which was opened in 
1862) to the new building. Mr G. 
Beynon is headmaster. 

(The Cardiff Times 26th September 1908) 

 
 
 
 

LLANELLY WOUNDING 
CHARGE. 

At Llanelly on Wednesday 
Inspector J. E. Jones proceeded 
against Richard Jones, Five 
Roads, for wounding Evan 
Davies, Gwynfryn-terrace, Five 
Roads, near Llanelly. Mr J. 
Walton Bishop appeared for the 
prosecution and Mr T. R. Ludford 
defended. Evan Davies said 
defendant picked up a stone and 
struck witness in the face, 
knocking out two teeth. 
Defendant, who pleaded not 
guilty, said that complainant first 
struck him several times in the 
ribs. They had previously been 
drinking from a barrel of beer. 
The Bench committed defendant, 



for trial at the Quarter Sessions, 
bail being allowed. 

(The Cardiff Times 3rd October 1908) 

 
 
 

LLANELLY SHOOTING 
AFFRAY  

 
 

William Cainan, of Glanmor-road, 
Llanelly, who stands charged at 
Llanelly with the attempted 
murder of his son-in-law, George 
Ruddell.  [Photo. Thomas and Son, 
Llanelly.) 

(Evening Express 12th October 1908) 

 
LLANELLY SHOOTING 

CHARGE.  
William Cainan, Glanmor-road, 
was brought up in custody at 
Llanelly on Wednesday on a 
charge of attempting to murder 
his son-in-law, David George 

Ruddell, Cambrian-street, by 
shooting him.  
Superintendent Rogers applied 
for a further remand, and Dr. 
Brooks was called to state that he 
had seen Ruddell that morning, 
and did not think him fit to 
attend court.  
The Magistrates'-clerk: Why? 
Witness: It is too risky.  
The Miagistrates-clerk: What is he 
suffering from?—A bullet wound 
at the back of his right ear.  
The Bench remanded the accused 
in custody until Wednesday next. 

(Weekly Mail 17th October 1908) 

 
 
 

LABOUR CANDIDATE FOR 
KIDWELLY 

Mr David Gammon Anthony is a 
native of the town, as his 
forefathers were before him for 
generations past. His grandfather, 
Mr John Anthony, of Gardde, was 
once Mayor of the town, and his 
father, the late Mr Henry 
Anthony, was also justice of the 
peace for the borough, an office 
now lost to the borough under the 
new charter. Mr Anthony, who is 
a retired gentleman farmer, has 
lived at Gardde, Kidwelly, all his 
life, and has been a member of 
the Town Council for two periods. 
He is very popular and is well 

known in farming and sporting 
circles throughout the county, he 
being a brother to Mr John 
Anthony, the well-known horse 
breeder and trainer of Cilveithy. 
He is by religious persuasion a 
Calvinistic Methodist, and is one 
of the deacons of the Morfa 
Chapel, Kidwelly. He has been a 
staunch Conservative nearly all 
his life, but of late years his 
political views have become 
somewhat changed. He Is about 
50 years of age and is married. 

(The Cardiff Times 14th November 1908) 

 
 
 
 

QUEST FOR SUNDAY DRINKS. 
At Carmarthen Petty Sessions on 
Saturday Thomas Gravelle, 
Tynewydd, Mynyddygarreg, was 
fined 15s; David Jones, Newcastle 
House, Bontnewydd, Kidwelly, 
20s; David Rees, Sardis, 
Trimsaran, 20s Henry Lewis, 
Dderwen Cottage, Mynyddygarreg, 
15s and David Jones, Drynllwyn 
Cottage, Mynyddygareg, 15s, for 
contravening the Sunday Closing 
Act.  
Defendants were found in the 
kitchen of the Joiners' Arms, 
Llansaint, at 12.20 on Sunday 
afternoon, the 1st inst. The 
capture was reported by Police-

constable Richards, of Ferry-side, 
and, according to the evidence, he 
and Police-constable Davies, of 
Kidwelly,  surprised the 
defendants while they were 
discussing a half gallon of beer. 
When questioned by the 
policemen as to where they slept 
the previous night, David Jones, 
one of the defendants, said, “The 
truth will stand; we all slept at 
the Chemical Inn, Kidwelly, last 
night.” 
All five defendants then signed 
an admission in the presence of 
the two constables. Supt. Jones 
told the Bench he had received 
numerous complaints about 
defendants roaming about the 
country in gangs on Sundays and 
endeavouring to obtain drinks at 
public-houses. Some of the men 
had been in trouble before. 
Gravelle was identified by P.C. 
Richards as the man who had 
given him a wrong name and 
address in the village of 
Llandefeilog, where, on the 7th of 
August last, he found him drunk 
and creating a disturbance. For 
this offence, Gravelle was fined 
10s. and costs. 

(The Cardiff Times 21st November 1908) 

 
 
 



 
 

FERRYSIDE SENSATION. 
WELL-KNOWN GENTLEMAN 

SHOT 
ARREST OF A FARM 

LABOURER 
A strange affair is reported from 
Ferryside, where a farm labourer 
has been taken into custody and 
removed to Carmarthen on 
suspicion of having been 
concerned in the shooting of Mr. 
William Francis Picton Picton, an 
elderly gentleman living at Iscoed.  
If is stated that Mr. Picton, who 
is a grandson of General Picton, 
who fell at Waterloo, was 
returning home to Iscoed about 
half-past one on Saturday 
afternoon, when he had occasion 
to remonstrate with John Bowen, 
a farm servant employed at 
Trecor Farm, Ferryside, and a lad 
who accompanied him, who is 
also engaged on the farm, with 
using firearms on the King's 
highway. Bowen, who was 
evidently searching for rabbits, 
was, it is alleged, the worse for 
drink at the time, and told Mr. 
Picton that he could shoot 
wherever he liked.  
Mr. Picton continued his journey, 
and had scarcely gone a couple of 
hundred yards when he heard the 
report of a gun and was struck at 

the hack of the head. On placing 
his hand there he found blood 
issuing from wounds. Directly 
afterwards he heard another shot 
being fired from behind him, but 
the shots struck some trees. The 
injured man proceeded home in 
an almost exhausted condition, 
and there discovered that his 
overcoat was riddled with shot. 
Dr. Lewis Williams, of Ferryside, 
was immediately sent for. 
P.C. T. Richards, Ferryside, was 
apprised of the affair, and 
arrested Bowen, subsequently 
taking him by train to 
Carmarthen, where he is expected 
to be brought before the county 
magistrates on Monday on a 
charge of shooting with intent to 
murder. At the time he was 
arrested Bowen had a gun in his 
possession, the two barrels being 
fully charged. In the gun which 
the boy carried two spent 
cartridges were found. The 
injuries to Mr Picton are not 
regarded as very serious. 

(The Cambrian 4th December 1908) 

 
 
 

ACCIDENTALLY SHOT 
HIMSELF 

On Tuesday week whilst a young 
collier named Thomas Evans, 
residing near the Lamb and Flag 

Inn, Mynyddygarreg, was handling 
a miniature rifle he possessed, 
and which was loaded with ball 
cartridge, it suddenly went off 
and the small bullet penetrated 
his body and lodged in the 
vicinity of the left lung. Dr. 
Griffiths, of Kidwelly, after 
examination, ordered his removal 
to Llanelly Hospital. 

(The Welshman 11th December 1908) 
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LLANELLY "RAINFALL" AND 

MILK.  
At Llanelly on Monday, Isaiah 
Charles Richards, Blaenymorfa, 
was fined 10s. for selling 
adulterated milk. Defendant said 
he obtained milk from the railway 
station which had been sent on 
from Ferryside. There was a 
heavy rainfall on the Saturday 
and the milk was sold on the 
Sunday. 

(The Cambrian 15th January 1909 

 
 
 

 
 

RELIEF CASES 
A PWLL CASE. 

A married man, residing at Pwll, 
applied for out-door relief. 
Relieving Officer Griffiths 
explained that the applicant had 
not worked for the last nine 
months, and very irregularly for 
the last four years, owing to ill-
health. His wife was in receipt of 
five shillings per week for 
cleaning a chapel. He 
recommended that relief to the 
extent of five shillings per week 
he granted. Mr. Llewelyn Owen 
said that with a little nourishment 
the man's health might improve, 
and he advocated granting 6s. per 
week. Mr. R. C. Jenkins: Our 
Local Government Board 
Inspector has told us that where 
there is real necessity we should 
give well, in order that 
nourishment might be procured, 
as it might mean getting people 
off the relief list. The Chairman: 
You should not act 
indiscriminately on that. Mr. 
Jenkins: No: and I am taking Mr. 
Owen's word in this case. It was 
decided to grant 6s. per week 
relief. 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

11th February 1909 

 
 



DEATH OF A CENTENARIAN 
AT FIVE ROADS 

On Friday evening of last week 
an old and respected inhabitant of 
Five; Roads, in the person of Mr. 
David Hughes, of Garnwen, 
passed away, when within a 
month of attaining his 101st 
birthday. Mr. Hughes was born in 
March, 1808, at Five Roads, at 
which place he uninterruptedly 
resided during the whole of his 
life's long span. The deceased 
retained the use of his faculties to 
a remarkable degree up to the last 
few years, and remembered 
distinctly many stirring events in 
connection with the locality, 
which had taken place in the 
earlier portion of the last century. 
His remains were buried in the 
burial-ground of Horeb Chapel on 
Tuesday afternoon, and he has 
left behind him many grown-up 
children. 

(The Llanelly Mercury and South Wales 
Advertiser 11th February 1909) 

 
 
 
 

Mr J. S. Tregoning, J.P. 
TINPLATE TRADE PIONEER. 

 Fatal Illness in a Train.  
 

News reached Launceston 
(Cornwall) on Wednesday evening 
that Mr J. S. Tregoning, of 

Landue, near Launceston, and of 
Llanelly, Carmarthenshire, had 
passed away suddenly while 
travelling by train, near 
Wolverhampton.  
Mr John Simmonds Tregoning, 
J.P., D.L., was one of the best 
known public men in 
Carmarthenshire, an expert in 
finance and a sound administrator 
in town and county affairs. He 
was held in the highest respect by 
all classes of the community, both 
at Llanelly and in the county 
generally, alike for his great 
services to the public welfare and 
his personal qualities. Mr 
Tregoning was one of the 
pioneers of the Welsh tinplate 
industry, and for a long period of 
years he was at the head of the 
Morfa Tinplate Works, Llanelly, 
which he managed with 
conspicuous success. Both in the 
industrial and commercial 
departments of the trade he was 
an acknowledged leader. Mr 
Tregoning, who was a member of 
a well-known Cornish family, 
took up his residence at Llanelly 
in 1866, as manager of 
the Morfa Tinplate Works, which 
were established by his father and 
uncle in 1851. He at once 
interested himself in the 
administration of local affairs. He 
was a member of the first school 

board and chairman for many 
years. He was chairman of the 
Llanelly District Council, and 
chairman also of the Llanelly and 
Burry Harbour Commission. He 
took a great part in county 
administration; he was chairman 
of the County Council Finance 
Committee, and for a term of the 
County Council itself. He was a 
justice of the peace for the county 
and a deputy lieutenant. In 1885 
Mr Tregoning was nominated in 
the Conservative interest for the 
representation of the United 
Boroughs of Carmarthen and 
Llanelly in Parliament, but the 
seat was retained by Sir John 
Jones Jenkins, (now Lord 
Glantawe). Some years ago Mr 
Tregoning retired from public life 
in Wales, and spent most of his 
time at his Cornish home, leaving 
the management of the Morfa 
Tinplate Works to his sons. 

(The Cardiff Times 20th February 1909) 

 
 
 

BOARD OF GUARDIANS 
A PWLL APPLICANT. 

A man residing at Stepney Road, 
Pwll, and a native of Lambeth, 
applied for relief. He came to live 
at Pwll from Swansea about ten 
months ago. He is 41 years of age, 
and has five children.  

The officer said the applicant had 
been out of work for five weeks, 
because he was suffering from 
bronchitis. He received 5s. a week 
club money, and had received 8s. 
a week relief in kind for a few 
weeks.  
The Officer, replying to Mr. W. B. 
Jones, said he did not think it 
would be a permanent case.  
Mr. W. B. Jones proposed that 
the relief be continued until the 
applicant recovered. Mr. Pugh 
said that he believed he ought to 
have more, seeing that, the 
applicant had kept a club.  
It was decided to grant relief of 
10s. per week. 

---0--- 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

25th February 1909) 

 
 
 
 

DEATH OF MRS. INNES  
The death is announced of Mrs. 
Innes, relict of the late Mr. R. V. 
Innes, for many years the 
respected receiver of Customs at 
Llanelly. The deceased lady, who 
resided at Penmaenmawr, leaves 
a daughter and a son (Mr. John 
Innes, Llanelly) to mourn their 
loss. 

(Evening Express 22nd March 1909) 

 
 



LIBANUS, PWLL 
In spite of the heavy rain which 
fell during the afternoon of 
Saturday week, a very successful 
bazaar and sale of work was held 
at the Council Schools, Pwll, 
under the auspices of the above, 
place of worship. At two o'clock 
(prompt) the opening ceremony 
was performed by Mrs. Joseph 
Williams, West End, and was very 
ably done. She was assisted by her 
daughter, who followed with a 
most neat and appropriate 
address on the originality of 
bazaars, etc.  
The following ladies presided 
over the various stalls:—Drapery 
and fancy stall—Miss A. Brazell, 
Mrs. E. A. Walters, Miss J. Lloyd, 
Mrs. F. E Anthony, Miss Ann 
Davies, Miss I M. Davies, and 
Mrs. S. Rees. Oriental and curio 
stall—Mrs. M. J. Hughes, Mrs. M. 
Thomas, Miss L. Jones, M. J 
Leyshon, and Miss M. H. Morris. 
Grocery stall—Mrs. M. Thomas, 
Mrs. M. Hughes, Mrs. L. Thomas, 
and Mrs M. H. Bonnell. Sweet 
stall—Misses R Lloyd and M. 
Morgans. Ice cream—Misses L. J. 
Treharne and M. H. Davies. Bran 
tubs —Misses J. Davies, S. 
Francis, M. Anthony, and 
Margaret Anthony. Magic seeds—
Misses Evelyn Jones and Jane 
Anthony. Autograph quilt show—

Mrs. S. Jones and Mrs. A. Dunn 
Refreshments—Mrs. S. J. Daniels, 
Miss M. Lloyd, Miss Mary Evans, 
Mrs. 'Mary Jones, Mrs. H. Davies, 
Mrs. Lloyd, and Mrs. Leyshion. 
Entertainments—Mr Richard 
Jones,  Mr. William Davies, Mr. 
Benjamin Evans, and Mr. William 
Hughes. Drawings, etc.— Messrs. 
Llew. Owen, John Thomas, David 
Francis, and T. Brazell. 
Bookstall—Master W. Treharne, 
Master T. Francis, and Master 
Richard Hughes.  
Valuable services were rendered 
by Mr. I Davies, Mr. Isaac 
Watkins, Mr. D. Treharne, Mr. 
David Phillips, and Mr. James 
Hughes. Thanks are also due to 
Mr. Ed. Ephgrave for the use of 
his gramaphone, which was 
greatly admired; also to Mr. Tom 
Griffiths and friends as 
entertainers. The arrangements 
were ably carried out by the 
secretary, Mr. T. Walters.  
Great praise is due to the 
respected pastor, Mr Jones, and 
to Mr. Benjamin Jones, treasurer, 
who had worked hard: for many 
months past to make the event 
successful. And the church also 
wish to thank all the lady 
members for fulfilling their 
various duties so willingly.  
All felt sorry that Miss Ann Rees, 
who at first had taken a very 

active part in the preparatory 
work, was unable through illness 
to continue to the end, and the 
sympathy of all is extended to 
her, in the hope that she will soon 
recover.  
(Llanelly Mercury, Thursday, April 29, 1909) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Llanelly Mercury, Thursday, May 13th, 1909) 

 

 

 

BURRY PORT. 

The annual Pembrey Fair will be 
held tomorrow (Friday). 

The Whit-Monday Eisteddfod 
proved a financial success.  

It transpires that "Debussy," 
winner of the musical 
composition prize at Whit-
Monday's eisteddfod, whose 
identity was not known last week, 
is Mr. T. D. Edwards, A.R.C.M., 
Porth. There were fifteen 
competitors. 

For Welsh Butter, Eggs, Bacon, 
and Ham go to D.Barry Walters 
and Co., Station Road. Their Tea 
at 1s. 7d.per lb. is the talk for 
miles around—best ever sold at 
the price. 

On Thursday evening Mr. Daniel 
Griffiths, The Nurseries, Gwscwm 
Road, met with a serious accident 
whilst riding a horse back from 
Carmarthen. On Pensarn Hill, a 
little distance from Carmarthen, 
his horse shied, throwing Mr 
Griffiths violently to the ground, 
where he laid unconscious for a 
considerable time. A gentleman 
riding in his trap was proceeding 
in that direction, and saw Mr. 
Griffiths lying on the road. 
Medical aid was summoned, and 
it was found that Mr. Griffiths 
had received serious injuries to 
his head. He was immediately 
conveyed to the Carmarthen 
Infirmary, where he still lies. We 
are glad to state that he is 
progressing.  

On Sunday and Monday evening 
anniversary services were held at 
Bethany C.M. Chapel. The 
officiating minister was the Rev. 
B. Edmunds, Ferndale, who 
delivered excellent and instructive 
sermons throughout. 

Now is the time for Spectacles. 
Can you read this without 



straining the eyes in some way? If 
you can't, you must have 
Spectacles. John Walters, 
Chemist, Optician. &c, opposite 
the Station has a special room for 
testing the eyes. Watch the 
children how they read. 

(The Llanelly Mercury and South Wales 
advertiser 10th June 1909) 

 

 

GOOD NEWS.  

COAL VEIN STRUCK AT 
PWLL.  

It is gratifying to know that the 
Crown Colliery Company have at 
last struck a splendid 3-foot seam 
of bituminous coal of the best 
quality at Pwll. This will mean 
employment very shortly for 
many hundreds of colliers. The 
sole proprietors are Messrs. 
Richard Williams, Forest Lodge, 
and Mr. Evan Jones, Penmount. 

(Llanelly Mercury June 17th 1909) 

 

 

ALLEGED ASSAULT. 

COMMUNICATION CORD 
PULLED. 

As the early morning mail train 
was travelling between Llanelly 
and Burry Port on Friday, the 
communication cord was pulled, 
and on the guard going to 

ascertain the cause a girl, who is 
believed to hail from Carmarthen, 
complained that a young man 
who entered the train at Landore 
had attempted to assault her. It is 
stated that some passengers left 
the compartment, at Llanelly, 
leaving the girl and her alleged 
assailant the only occupants. 

It is alleged that the police are 
not taking any action to 
prosecute. 

(Llanelly Mercury June 17th 1909) 

 

 

COAL STRUCK AT PWLL. 

A new seam of coal, 3ft. thick, 
has been discovered at the Crown 
Colliery, Pwll, Llanelly (owned by 
Messrs. Richard Williams and 
Evan Jones).  

(The Cambrian 18th June 1909) 

 

 
 
 

RURAL COUNCIL 
PWLL WATER SUPPLY. 

The question of the Pwll water 
supply again cropped up. Mr. 
Owen asked the Council to 
proceed with the consideration of 
the matter. It was decided to 
discuss it in committee. 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

22nd June 1909) 

 
(The Cambrian 18th June 1909) 

 

 

FERRYSIDE'S OLDEST 
INHABITANT.  

The funeral of the late Captain 
Jeremiah Lloyd, Neptune Villa, 
Ferryside, took place on Monday 
at Llanybri Churchyard. Deceased 
was the oldest inhabitant of  

 
(The Cambrian 18th June 1909) 

 
 
Ferryside, and was in his ninety-
third year. Fifty years of his life 
were spent on the sea. During the 
past thirty years he had lived in 
retirement at Ferryside. He 
retained his faculties to the end, 
and was a great smoker. 

(Evening Express 22nd June 1909) 



BARONET FOUND DEAD 

Body in Railroad Station Believed 
to be That of Sir Arthur Cowell-

Stepney. 

YUMA, Arizona, July 2, 1909 – 
Papers discovered among the 
effects of a stranger found dead 
at the Southern Pacific station to-
day indicate that the body is that 
of Sir Arthur Cowell-Stepney of 
London, an English baronet of 
large estate. 

Sir Emile Algernon Arthur 
Keppel Cowell-Stepney, Bart., of 
Llanelly, County Carmarthen, was 
born in 1834, succeeding his 
father as second Baronet in 1877. 
He was High Sheriff of 
Carmarthen in 1884 and Member 
of Parliament from 1976 to 1878 
and from 1886 to 1892. Aug.24, 
1875, he married the Hon. 
Margaret Warren, daughter of 
George, second Lord de Tabley, 
by whom he had one daughter, 
Katherine Meriel, who was born 
Sept,12,1876. 

 

 

LLANELLY LIBRARY. 

 TRIBUTE TO SIR A. 
STEPNEY'S BENEFACTIONS.  

At Llanelly Library Committee, 
Mr. John Innes presiding, 
members referred to the loss 

sustained by the death of Sir 
Arthur Stepney, who had 
presented thousands of volumes, 
including expensive scientific 
works that could never have been 
purchased from available funds at 
their disposal.  

The librarian said he had just 
received a volume which must 
have been forwarded by Sir 
Arthur shortly before his death. 

Arising out of the recent- 
stocktaking, the librarian said not 
a single volume was missing, and 
not a book had been lost since the 
opening of the library. He 
reported that a copy of a 
Carmarthen newspaper had been 
defaced, a photo having been cut 
out. 

Mr. N. Griffiths: That was done 
by a Carmarthen man right 
enough. (Laughter). 

(The Cambrian 16th July 1902) 

 

 

WRONGFUL DISTRESS. 

 LLANELLY PLAINTIFFS WIN 
THEIR CASE.  

At Llanelly County Court on 
Tuesday, Messrs. Evan Davies 
and Co., Castle-buildings, claimed 
£15 from the Provincial Union 
Bank, Bristol, in respect of an 
alleged wrongful distress on 

furniture supplied on the hire 
system. Mr Clarke Williams, B.A., 
appeared for the plaintiff, and 
Mr. Leslie Williams defended.  

His Honour found for the 
plaintiffs for £14 16s., with costs. 

(The Cambrian 23rd July 1909) 

 

 

LATE SIR ARTHUR STEPNEY 

FUNERAL AT LLANELLY : 
PUBLIC MOURNING 

The mortal remains of the late Sir 
Arthur Cowell-Stepney. Bart., who 
died at Yuma, Arizona, on the 2nd 
of July, were laid to rest at 
Llanelly Church Cemetary on 
Saturday afternoon, amid 
manifestations of deep regret. 
The  funeral was of a military 
character. During the morning the 
bell of the ancient church, where 
the body remained overnight, was 
tolled. Whilst the service at the 
church was proceeding the 
members of the 4th Welsh 
Regiment of Territorials – who 
had left camp especially for the 
occasion – lined outside the 
churchyard, and the route to the 
cemetery was densely crowded. A 
short service having been 
conducted at the church by the 
Revs Wateyn Morgan, vicar of All 
Saints Church, Llanelly: John 
Williams, Llanddew: Velfry, and 

Anthony Britton, vicar of Gorslas, 
the coffin was borne into the 
hearse, and the cortage was 
arranged in the following order:- 
Police, under the direction of 
Superintendent Rogers and 
Inspector Jones and Nicholas: fire 
brigade members of the urban 
district council, Llanelly Harbour 
Trust, board of guardians, 
chamber of commerce, and public 
library committee (to which 
institution the deceased baronet 
was a great benefactor), 
magistrates, Territorials, 
agricultural tenants of the 
deceased. Stepney Estate 
employees and office staff, church 
choir, hearse, mourners, and 
general public. On the way the 
Territorial band played the “Dead 
March.” At the graveside an 
impressive service was conducted. 
The choir sang “Bydd myrdd o 
rhyfeddodau,” and the buglers 
sounded the Last Post. 

The coffin was of heavy oxydised 
copper, bearing the following 
inscription:- “E.A.A.K. Cowell-
Stepney. Born, 26th December, 
1834. Died, 2nd July 1909.” The 
bearers were fourteen of the 
decreased baronet’s eldest 
agricultural tenants and the 
mourners were Lady Stepney, 
Miss Stepney, Mr. Allen Stepney 
Gulstone, and Mr George 



Gulstone. There also attended 
Lieutenant-general Sir James 
Hills-Johnes, Sir James 
Drummond, Bart., Mr Dudley W 
Drummond, Mr. Thomas Jones, 
Brynrhodin (estate agent to the 
deceased baronet), and Mrs 
Jones, Mr. J.W.C. Fraear (of the 
firm of Fraear and Chomley, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, solicitor to 
the deceased: Mr T. Reffern, 
London; Mr C>R>M> Lewis, 
Stradey Castle,&. 

Wreaths were sent by the 
following:- Lady Stepney, Miss 
Stepney, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Jones, Brynrhodin; Mr. and Mrs. 
John Roberts and Mr Appleton, 
Swansea; Mr. James Drummond, 
Stepney Estate office staff, 
Stepney Estate workmen, Mr. 
Thomas Redfern, Mr.and Mrs. 
Morton Evans, Llangennech Park; 
Mr. George Heggie, Enberley 
(B.C.); Mr. H.C.Akroyd, 
Vancouver; Carmarthenshire 
Agricultural Society. Sir James 
and Lady Hills-Johnes. Mrs 
Jeremiah Williams, Llanelly & 

The magisterial bench were 
represented by Messrs. Ernest 
Trubshaw, D.L., Joseph Williams, 
Thomas Griffiths (Burry Port). 
Thomas Jones (Brynmair), Frank 
Nevill, Robert Margrave, Henry 
Wilkins, R.W. Evans, Dan 
Williams, Joseph Joseph, and 

W.W. Brodie (clerk): the Llanelly 
Urban District Council: Messrs. 
E.P. Jones (chairman), E. Willis 
Jones, Nathan G. Griffiths, Henry 
W. Spowart (clerk), George 
Watkeys (surveyor), Dr. S.J. 
Roderick (medical officer of 
health), and others: library 
committee, Merrs. John Innes 
(chairman), Herbert Newark (vice-
chairman), John Simlett, Robert 
Stuart, J.G.Daw, Martia 
R.Richards, and Johnathan 
Boulton (librarian); harbour trust: 
Captains John Williams and 
David Thomas and Messrs. John 
Davies, George Blake, John John, 
John Rees (harbour 
superintendent), & Mr. W. 
Llewelyn Williams, M.P., Colonel 
W.R.Roberts. Captain W. 
Bramwell Jones, Captain Phillips 
(Burry Port), and Surgeon-major 
Evan vans were also present.    

(31st July 1909) 

 

SEPERATION FOR 
DESERTION 

In 1903, after living apart from 
her husband for twenty-seven 
years, it was said, Lady Cowell-
Stepney sought and obtained a 
judicial separation in London on 
the grounds of desertion. In the 
evidence it was shown that the 
Baronet had left his home three 

weeks after his daughter was born 
and had never returned. In 1882 
Cowell-Stepney commenced an 
action against his wife to get 
custody of the child, and the 
matter was settled through the 
intervention of the late Mr. 
Gladstone. 

Certain allegations which Cowell 
Stepney made at the time against 
his wife were investigated and 
were found to be baseless. They 
were the result of mental 
delusions for which he was 
treated by Sir William Gull and 
Dr. Maudsley, which resulted in 
the respondent being sent abroad 
with a doctor in 1877. In 1882 
husband and wife met, and he 
showed then as at all times great 
affection for his daughter. 

In 1901 he wrote to his daughter 
from Dakota that he had become 
an American citizen and in future 
should address his letters as E. 
Stepney, and a friend said: 
“Stepney, that’s your instance of a 
wealthy English Baronet publicly 
renouncing and adjuring, so to 
speak, an inherited honor of this 
King, , although many other titled 
Englishmen have dropped the 
prefixes to their names on coming 
to America. 

It was twenty years after his birth 
that the Baronet first saw a 

picture of his daughter, which has 
been painted by the famous 
English artist Millais and hung in 
the Royal Academy. He admired 
it, and a friend said: “Stepney, 
that’s your daughter Katherine.” 

Sir Arthur belonged to the Brooks 
and the Traveller’s Clubs of 
London. He was a Fellow of the 
Royal Geographical Society. He 
made his home in America for 
more that a quarter of a century. 

(Llanelly Mercury, Thursday July 22, 1909) 
 

 
 

Teacher Assaulted. 
PWLL RESIDENT CONVICTED. 
At the Police Court on 
Wednesday, John James Jones, 
Stepney Road, Pwll, proceeded 
against Joseph Evans, New Road, 
Pwll, for assaulting and beating 
him on June 10th.  
Mr. D. R. Edmunds appeared for 
the prosecution, and Mr. Leslie 
Williams defended.  
 

The complainant, a pupil teacher 
at the Pwll School, stated that the 
defendant assaulted him when on 
his way home from school. The 
unpleasantness arose because he 
ordered the defendant's son out 
for punishment.  
Mr. Williams: Have you called the 
defendant's son a lout, a 



blithering idiot, ugly- faced, and a 
duffer?—No.  
Did you strike a boy named 
Ellerton, and give him a black 
eye?—I smacked him on the face.  
Mr. Edmunds: What has this to do 
with the case ?  
Mr. Williams: I want to prove 
that the complainant is a 
thorough-faced blackguard, and 
has beaten many other lads.  
For the defence, Mr. Williams 
contended that if the defendant 
assaulted the complainant. he was 
justified in doing so.  
Further evidence was adduced, 
and the Bench said that they had 
listened with great pain to the 
case. The defendant had no 
business to take the law into his 
own hands, and would be fined £1 
and costs.  

(Llanelly Mercury, Thursday July 22, 1909) 
 

 

 

 

NEATH CRICKET RIOT. 

VISITING SKIPPER BLAMES 
NEATH UMPIRE. 

Mr. Percy Rees, the Llanelly 
captain, seen by a "Post” 
representative on Monday, said 
that the crowd on the Neath 
enclosure was absolutely the 
worst he had ever seen. He had 

not seen anything like it even at a 
football match. The disturbance 
was originally due to the unfair 
decisions of the Neath umpire. He 
started by giving a Neath man 
out, and a little later unfairly 
gave two Llanelly men out, and 
towards the close of the game 
Shuttleworth, though he was 
fairly out, was allowed to remain, 
though the Llanelly men appealed 
and it was admitted later by the 
Neath men that Shuttleworth 
should, have been given out.  

Mr. Rees, in conclusion, said the 
Neath players did all they could 
to get the Llanelly men safely off 
the field, and he did not blame 
them for the disturbance which 
took place. 

(The Cambrian 23rd July 1909) 

 
 
 
 

 
(The Cambrian 18th June 1909) 

 
(The Cambrian 18th June 1909) 

 
 
 

NEW WEST WALES RAILWAY. 
OPENING UP THE 

GWENDRAETH VALLEY. 
By the starting on Saturday next 
of the Burry Port and 
Gwendraeth Valley Railway 
Company, there will be opened up 
a picturesque district. An 
inspection by a party of 
journalists, including our Llanelly 
representative on Monday, 
created a great impression, the 
district having enormously 
developed, particularly in the 
anthracite getting.  
 

The collieries working include 
Pontyberem, Pentremawr, 

Ponthenry, Caepontpren, 
Gwendraeth, Conway, Trimsaran, 
Glasryn, New Dynant, 
Neubummawr. Closucha; and at 
Burry Port, Cuscwm, Achddu, 
Cwmcapel, Rhwlas, New Pool, 
and Crown. At the company's 
docks, to meet the increased 
shipping, new hydraulic tips have 
been provided. Stations for 
passengers have been provided at 
Burry Port, Pontyeates, Pinged, 
Trimsaran Road, Pontnewydd, 
and Ponthenry.  
 

Colonel Sir Thomas Pilkington. 
Bart, is the chairman of directors; 
Mr. Arthur Morgan, a member of 
the Llanelly Harbour Trust, 
general manager; and Mr. John 
Eager, M.I.M.E., engineer. 

(The Cambrian 30th July 1909) 

 
 

 

 
KIDWELLY WIDOW ROBBED. 
TERRITORIAL'S MISERABLE 

ACT. 
 At Kidwelly on Wednesday, 
Benjamin Evans (16), a 
Territorial just home from camp, 
was brought up in custody 
charged with having stolen 16s. 
6d. from the house of Mrs. Elinor 
Edwards, widow, who keeps a 
little shop at Court 



Mynyddygarreg. P.C. D. J. Davies 
said he arrested defendant on 
suspicion, and when he charged 
him he denied having been near 
the place, but after being locked 
up confessed that he had gone to 
the shop for a bottle of "pop," but 
finding Mrs. Edwards out he 
looked for money and took the 
sum of 16s. 6d. Defendant, who 
pleaded guilty, was leniently dealt 
with, being fined 10s. and costs, 
and ordered to recompense Mrs. 
Edwards. 

(The Cambrian 13th August 1909) 

 

 

LLANELLY WORKS 
MANAGER. 

WEDDED IN LONDON TO A 
FOREIGN LADY. 

The marriage was solemnised at 
the Welsh Tabernacle, King's 
Cross, London, on Thursday of 
Mr. D. Gwilym Williams, manager 
of the Old Lodge Tinplate Works. 
Llanelly (eldest son of the late 
Mr. Samuel Williams and Mrs. 
Williams, Wellfield), to Miss Kate 
Rubien, elder daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs, Frederich Rubien, of 
Bostock, Mecklenburg. The bride, 
who was charmingly attired in 
white silk, trimmed with old lace, 
and wore a white picture hat 
trimmed with pink roses, was 

given away by her father, the 
bride-groom being attended by his 
brother, Mr. G. Clarke Williams, 
B.A., banister of the South Wales 
Circuit.  

The ceremony was performed by 
the Rev. H. Elvet Lewin, a 
reception following at the First 
Avenue Hotel. Later in the day 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams left for 
Scotland, where the honeymoon 
will be spent. There was a long 
list of wedding presents. 

(The Cambrian 27th August 1909) 

 

 

 

LLANELLY MYSTERY 
SOLVED.  

GORSEINON LAD'S INJURIES 
ON THE ROAD.  

The lad who was found 
unconscious on the PwII Road, 
Llanelly, on Saturday recovered 
consciousness at the Llanelly 
Hospital on Saturday evening. He 
hails from Gcrseinon, and his 
name is Edgar Morgan, of Upper 
Line-street. His injuries were not 
very serious, and were confined 
to his face and head. 

(The Cambrian 3rd September 1909) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The Cambrian 10th September 1909) 

 
BURRY PORT COLLIERS 

SUMMONED. 
Leaving a Train While in Motion. 
At the Llanelly Police Court on 
Wednesday Mr C. H. Owen, Burry 
Port, summoned Griffith Davies, 
George Hughes, Ivor Thomas, all 
of Pontyeats; Henry Ford, Spring-
gardens, Burry Port; John 
Gravell, Mynyddygarreg, Kidwelly, 
and Thomas Lewis, New Plough, 
Burry Port, for leaving a carriage 
on the Burry Port and 
Gwendraeth Valley Railway 
whilst the same was in motion.  
Ford said it had been the custom 
among the colliers to get off the 
workmen's train while it was in 
motion, and they were not aware 
of the change in the regulations 
since the line had been converted 
into a passenger line. Mr Owen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

said that the bye-laws were 
posted-up in the waiting rooms at 
the various stations.  
Ford:  The waiting rooms are for 
passengers and colliers cannot go 
there in their working clothes. 
The presiding-magistrate (Mr E. 
Trubshaw):  But a collier is a 
passenger and he can therefore 
use the waiting rooms.  
The cases were adjourned until 
next Wednesday in order that a 
certified copy of the bye-laws 
might be produced. 

 
(The Cardiff Times 4th September 1909) 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(The Cambrian 10th September 1909) 

 

 

 

 

PWLL WATER SUPPLY. 

LLANELLY'S POWERS : 
PUBLIC MEETING. 

The inhabitants of Pwll, near 
Llanelly, have suffered from 
inadequate water supply, having 
for years relied upon a supply 
from wells.  

Since the parsing of the Llanelly 
water Bill, which enables the 
Llanelly Urban Council to supply 
Pwll. a number of villagers have 
been in favour of accepting a 
supply from Llanelly Council at 
5d. per 1,000 gallons. A public 

meeting was held to consider the 
question, when it was explained 
that the Llanelly Rural Council 
were promoting a Bill next 
session which would enable them 
to supply seven parishes, 
including Pwll.  

Speakers protested against the 
secrecy advocated by the Rural 
Council, and hoped that the 
villagers would accept the 
Llanelly water, whilst other 
speakers advocated procuring a 
cart to supply the district from 
the Stradey, which they declared 
to be equal to the water in the 
Llanelly reservoirs. It was 
eventually resolved that a request 
be made to the Rural Council to 
supply them with Llanelly water 
forthwith.  

(The Cambrian 24th September 1909) 

 
 

FERRYSIDE  
ACCIDENT - On Saturday 
afternoon, last, four students 
from Carmarthen were driving 
to Ferryside. After passing 
Bryncoch-bach the mare got 
frightened, and bolted away. At 
Iscoed hill the trap capsized and 
was smashed into atoms. 
Fortunately the occupants of the 
vehicle, were not seriously 
injured, and were able to proceed 
on foot to Ferryside. The animal 

MATRIMONY 
 
2 Young Ladies, 18 and 22, wish 
to meet Young Men, chums 
preferred – Write Box 73 “Daily 
Post,” Swansea. 
 
 
WIDOWER, aged 55, no 
encumbrance, amiable, good 
temper, invites correspondence 
with Lady with some means; 
view marriage; widow or 
spinster. – Write Faithful, “Daily 
Post,”, Swansea 

was in a wood quarter of a mile 
lower down, having jumped over 
a fence which cuts off the road.  

(The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales 
Weekly Advertiser 24th September 1909) 

 
 
Footnote: 
At Llanelly on Wednesday, 
Catherine M. J John (19), Bassett-
terrace, Pwll, obtained an 
affiliation order of 3s. 6d. a week 
"against David Treharne (19), 
junr., Tainwaun, Pwll.  

(The Cambrian 1st October 1909) 

 

 

 

 

EXTRAORDINARY  SCENE AT 
LLANELLY. 

ALMOST A RIOT ON THE 
FAIR FIELD. 

A somewhat unusual scene was 
witnessed at Llanelly fair field on 
Saturday evening. Just after 11 
o'clock a well-known resident, a 
married man, made his 
appearance on the field, being 
accompanied by a young woman. 
The couple were jeered at by a 
few young men, and in a short 
time a big crowd gathered round 
them, and parodied a well-known 
comic song, introducing the name 
of the man. Then a section 

became very threatening towards 
the couple, a lot of horse-play 
being eventually indulged in.  

After a scuffle the man was upset 
and roughly handled. It would 
have probably been serious for 
him but for the arrival of four 
constables. The couple made their 
way to the York Hotel, followed 
by the crowd, hooting and singing. 

An attack on the house then 
followed, eight panes of glass 
being smashed before the police 
succeeded in clearing the square. 
Small groups, however, remained 
in the vicinity until 1 a.m., the 
police meanwhile guarding the 
house. 

(The Cambrian 1st October 1909) 

 
 

BOARD OF GUARDIANS 
A PWLL CASE.  

An application for relief was 
made by man 41 years of age, 
residing at Stepney Road, Pwll. 
His wife was 32 years of age, and had 
five children dependent, was 
formerly employed as a labourer 
at the_ Steel Works, hut had not 
been working for the last few 
weeks owing to illness. The 
Officer said it was a deserving 
case. It was decided that 10s per 
week be granted" 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

7th October 1909) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TWO OF THE COLLIERS 
INJURED BY BIRCHROCK 

EXPLOSION. 
SAM. JONES, Pwll, Llanelly, one 
of the injured. DAVID REES, 
Felinfoel, who died on Saturday.  

  (Cardiff Times and South Wales Weekly 
News, Saturday October 9, 1909) 

 
 
 

 

A LLANELLY AGREEMENT. 
His Honour Judge Bishop made 
some strong remarks about an 
agreement which was produced in 
an interpleader case at Llanelly 
County-court. Messrs. Evan 
Davies and Co. were the 
claimants in respect of furniture. 
Mr. Howell appearing for the 
defendant.  

After examining the hiring 
agreement, his Honour said it was 
one of the most iniquitous 
documents he had ever seen.  

Mr. Howell: Bill Sikes was a 
modest man compared with these 
people.  

His Honour: These people have 
no possible chance of owning the 
furniture. It is the worst Jewish 
agreement I have ever seen, and 
has been drawn up all in favour 
of Messrs. Evan Davies and Co., 
without the smallest regard for 

the poor people who have the 
furniture. 

Judgment was given for the 
execution creditor. 

(Evening Express 13th October 1909) 

 

 

 

 

Unfenced Bridge 

 LLANELLY CHILD DROWNED  

Mr. W. W. Brodie conducted an 
inquest at Cwmbach, Llanelly, on 
Wednesday on the body of 
Samuel E. Rees, the two-year-old 
child of David Rees, Coffee 
Tavern, Cwmbach, who was found 
drowned in a stream at the rear 
of the house on Tuesday. 

Margaret Emily Rees. mother of 
the deceased, said that, on 
missing the child, she looked over 
the wall at the rear or the house, 
from where she saw the deceased 
lying in the river about 200 yards 
away.  

In reply to the coroner, witness 
said that the stream, which ran 
close to the back door, was 
fenced off for a little distance, 
but the bridge which spanned the 
stream was unguarded. The river 
was flooded on the previous day.  

The jury returned a verdict of 
“Accidental death," and added a 



rider recommending that the 
riverside and the bridge should be 
guarded, so as to prevent any 
future accidents. 

(Evening Express 14th October 1909) 

 

 

 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

21st October 1909) 

 

 

Pontardulais Explosion. 
FIFTH VICTIM: PWLL MAN 

DIES. 
The explosion which occurred at 
the Birchgrove Colliery, near 
Pontardulais, last Friday week, 
has claimed another victim in the 
person of Samuel Jones, collier, 
Pwll, Llanelly, who has lodged at 

Waungron, Pontardulais. He died 
at his lodging at 9.45 a.m. on 
Saturday, after a lingering illness, 
as a result of the injuries he 
sustained. This brings the death-
roll up to five. Jones was a 
married man.  
In the evening the district coroner 
(Mr. F. H. Glyn Price) formally 
opened the inquest. Evidence of 
identification only was taken, and 
the proceedings were adjourned 
until October 28th.  
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

14th October 1909) 

 
 

 
PONTARDULAIS INQUEST. 
FIFTH OF THE BIRCHROCK 

VICTIMS. 
The formal opening of the inquiry 
into the death of Samuel Jones 
(51), Pwll, Llanelly, who died on 
Saturday morning from injuries 
received at the Birchrock colliery 
explosion, took place at the 
Institute, Pontardulais, on 
Saturday evening. John Evans, 
Waungrom (brother-in-law), gave 
evidence of identification, and the 
inquiry was adjourned till October 
28th.  

(The Cambrian 15th October 1909) 

  
 
 

 

ACTIVITY IN THE STEEL 
TRADE AT LLANELLY 

Great activity prevails in 
industrial circles in Llanelly and 
district. Meesrs. Richard Nevill 
and Co. have just laid down a 
new steel plant at their 
engineering works, and it is 
reported that a new blast furnace 
is to be erected at another works. 

(Weekly Mail 23rd October 1909) 

 
 
 
 

TRUBSHAW PRESENTATIONS 
A deputation from the Welsh 
Plate and Steel Manufacturers' 
Association waited upon Mrs. 
Ernest Trubshaw at Aelybryn. 
Llanelly, on Wednesday, to 
formally present to her the 
jewelled pendant recently 
described in our columns, and 
which formed part of the 
presentation from the association 
to her husband and esteemed 
chairman. The presentation was 
made by Mr. F. W. Gibbins, the 
vice-chairman of the association. 
Mrs Trubshaw suitably replied, 
and expressed her great pleasure 
at receiving such a handsome gift 
and at the kind feeling which had 
prompted it. 

(Evening Express 28th October 1909) 

 

 

 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

21st October 1909) 



PONY'S SEVENTY MILE 
RAMBLE  

REMARKABLE  STORY  
FROM FIVE ROADS.  

A remarkable instance of a pony's 
sagacity and "nose" for old home 
surroundings is a case reported at 
"Daily Post" Offices on Friday by 
Mr. John Evans, horse dealer, 
Plasybwl, Llanidloes, 
Montgomeryshire.  

A fortnight ago he bought a pony 
from Mr. Wm. Thomas, butcher, 
Five Roads, Llanelly, and took it 
to Llanidloes, but on Thursday—-
much to his surprise, for he had 
not missed it—he received a 
telegram from Mr. Thomas 
informing him that the animal 
had strayed back to Five Reads, a 
distance of over seventy miles. 
The question is: "Is this a record?" 

(The Cambrian 29th October 1909) 
 

 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

21st October 1909) 

BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES 
DRUNKENNESS. 

Thomas Evans, Union Square; 
Phillip Williams, Pwll; and 
Francis Donnio, Forge Row, were 
charged with being drunk. A fine 
of 10s. was imposed in each case. 
Henry Watson, St. David's Square, 
pleaded not guilty to being drunk 
and disorderly in Market Street 
on Nov. 2nd. P.C. James proved 
the case. A fine of 15s. was 
imposed, or, in default, 14 days' 
imprisonment. Defendant elected 
to go to prison. 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

11th November 1909) 

 
 
 

LLANELLY DOCK. 
 

TRADE QUIET LAST WEEK.  
The trade done at Llanelly Dock 
last week was characterised by a 
great quietness. Circumstances 
were such that a good shipping 
week should have been the result. 
But little improvement can be 
expected until the proposed 
alterations in the dock and 
channel arc completed.  
Aggregate tonnage handled was 
only 3,783 tons, a decrease on the 
previous week of 469 tons, and 
compared with last year a 
decrease of 263 tons.  

Exports amounted to 2,703 tons, 
and were composed of coal 2,523 
tons, and steel bars 180 tons.  
Imports amounted to 1,080 tons, 
and consisted of pig iron 780 
tons, and scrap iron 300 tons.  
The coal trade is fairly good, and 
there is a good demand for 
smalls.  
Glynea Company have struck a 
new seam and are well on with 
their now pit.  
Much firmness is experienced in 
the tinplate trade. A large inquiry 
has recently come on the market 
from the Pacific.  
The steel trade is about the same. 
Messrs. Thomas and Co. have all 
their furnaces in, but the Llanelly 
Steel Company still have some 
furnaces out.  
Messrs. R. Nevill and Co.'s 
new furnace is almost ready for 
starting. 

(The Cambrian 19th November 1909) 

 
 
 

MAGISTRATE’S COURT 
William Phillips, John John, and 
David Williams, Trim saran, were 
fined 5s. each at the Llanelly 
Police Court on Wednesday, for 
not sending their children to 
school regularly, and William 
James Thomas, Pwll, was fined 
7s. 6d. for a similar offence. 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

25th November 1909) 

LLANSAINT. 

On Cbristmas-Day the wake 
meeting was held in the 
Calvinistic Methodist Chapel at 6 
o'clock in the morning as usual. It 
is pleasing to find that in some 
churches the best features of the 
Puritans of the past centuries still 
remain and retain their first 
lustre and fervour, and have not 
hitherto sacrificed the first hours 
of a Christmas to please the god 
of sleep. mammon, bachus, or 
sport. That it will live for ever is 
the wish of every true member of 
the church. 

(The Welshman 31st December 1909) 

 

 
(Llanelly Mercury and South Wales Advertiser 

23rd December 1909) 
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