
 

EDITORIAL – No 3 – Winter 2003 
 

Thank you to all the people 
who have said such nice and 
wonderful things about this 
magazine. It’s great to know 
that the vast majority of people 

out there are thoroughly enjoying the 
magazine and want us to continue for many 
more issues. The acknowledgements we 
receive from you make the publication so 
much more enjoyable. We will do our very 
best to continue keeping you amused and 
hope the magazine will move from strength to 
strength.            
 

Don’t forget it’s your magazine and without 
contributions from you it will just fade away 

into obscurity. So keep those articles, poems, 
news, tit bits and gossip coming in.  
 

This edition, of course, encompasses that 
special time of year when children become 
excited as soon as Bonfire Night is out of the 
way and stay on full adrenalin through 
November and December until Boxing Day. 
We at the Bônau Cabbage Patch are no 
exception and hopefully this edition will 
continue to help wind the little ones up!   
 

To all, regardless of religious or ethnic 
affiliation, it is our hope that we may all 
experience peace and hope during this 
season and throughout the coming year. 
 

The Pwll action Committee wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Prosperous and 
Happy New Year. Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE TO OUR SPONSORS 
 

On behalf of the Pwll Action Committee and 
all the readers of this magazine we would like 
to wish our advertisers a very Happy 
Christmas and a very prosperous new year. 
Thank you for your support throughout the 
year. Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd 
Dda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POOR OLD GRANDMA 

 

Grandma got run over by a 
reindeer 
Walking home from our house 
Christmas Eve.  
You can say there's no such 
thing as Santa,  

But as for me and Grandpa, we believe. 
 

She'd been drinking too much egg nog,  
And we'd begged her not to go.  
But she'd left her medication,  
So she stumbled out the door into the snow.  
 

When they found her Christmas morning,  
At the scene of the attack.  
There were hoof prints on her forehead,  
And incriminating Claus marks on her back.  
 

Now we're all so proud of Grandpa,  
He's been taking this so well.  
See him in there watching football,  
Drinking beer and playing cards with our Nell.  
 

It's not Christmas without Grandma.  
All the family's dressed in black.  
And we just can't help but wonder:  
Should we open up her gifts or send them back?  

 

Now the goose is on the table  
And the pudding made of fig.  
 And a blue and silver candle,  
That would have matched 
Grandma's wig.  
 

I've warned all my friends and neighbours.  
Better watch out for yourselves.  
They should never give a license,  
To a man who drives a sleigh and plays with 
elves.  
 

Grandma got run over by a reindeer,  
Walking home from our house Christmas Eve. 
You can say there's no such thing as Santa,  
But as for me and Grandpa, we believe 

 
(Article submitted by Grandpa and me) 

 
 
 
 

With every passing hour our solar system 
comes forty-three thousand miles closer to 

globular cluster 13 in the constellation Hercules, 
and still there are some misfits who continue to 
insist that there is no such thing as progress. 

 Did you hear about the two ships that collided 
at sea? One was carrying red paint and the 
other was carrying blue paint. All the sailors 
ended up being marooned.  

Home is the place where, most likely, 
the people who like you the most, 

mostly like you. 

 

 
THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

(Alternative Version supplied by Anne Messer). 
 

On the 1st day of Christmas  
My true love said to me, 
”I’m glad we bought fresh turkey, 
And a proper Christmas tree”. 
 

On the 2nd day of Christmas, 
Much laughter could be heard  
As we tucked into the turkey, 
A most delicious bird. 
 

On the 3rd day we entertained 
The people from next door. 
The turkey tasted just as good 
As it had the day before. 
 

Day four, relations came to stay; 
Poor Gran is looking old: 
We finished up the Christmas Pud 
And ate the turkey cold. 
 

On the 5th day of Christmas, 
Outside the snowflakes flurried. 
But we were nice and warm inside 
For we had our turkey curried! 
 

On the 6th day, I must admit 
The Christmas spirit died. 
The children fought and bickered, 
We ate turkey rissoles…..fried! 
 

On the 7th day of Christmas, 
My true love he did wince, 
When he sat down at the table 
And was offered turkey mince. 
 

Day eight and nerves were getting frayed, 
The dog had run for shelter. 
I served up turkey pancakes, 
With a glass of Alka Seltzer. 
 

On the 9th day our cat left home, 
By lunchtime Dad was blotto! 
He said he had to have a drink 
To face turkey risotto. 
 

By the 10th day the booze had gone 
(Except our homemade brew), 
And as if that wasn’t bad enough 
We suffered turkey stew. 
 

On the 11th day of Christmas 
The Christmas tree was moulting, 
The mince pies were as hard as rock, 
And the turkey was revolting. 
 

On the 12th day, my true love 
Had a smile upon his lips – 
The guests had gone, the turkey too – 
And we dined on fish and chips! 

A DICKENS OF A CHRISTMAS 

 

- After "A Christmas 

Carol," Charles Dickens 

wrote several other 

Christmas stories, one 

each year, but none were 

as successful as the 

original.  
 

- Charles Dickens' initial choice for Scrooge's 
statement "Bah Humbug" was "Bah Christmas." 
 

- The four ghosts in Charles Dickens's "A 

Christmas Carol" are the ghosts of Christmas 

Past, Christmas Present, Christmas Yet to Come, 

and the ghost of Jacob Marley.  

 

- Before settling on the name of Tiny Tim for his 
character three other alternative names were 
considered by Charles Dickens. They were Little 
Larry, Puny Pete, and Small Sam. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
BASSETT TERRACE 

 

It looks like we will have to wait until 
summer of 2004 before Bassett Terrace is 
resurfaced. The County Council have 
recently informed us that work scheduled 
for summer 2003 was overlooked when 
some employees of the relevant 
department retired! 
 
(Thank goodness other enterprise don’t use the same work 
practices! We’d be waiting forever for everything! – Ed) 
 
 

Q: Who hides in the bakery at 
Christmas?  
A: A mince spy! 

 
Q: How do monkeys make toast on 
Christmas morning? 
A: Stick some bread under the gorilla! 

 
Q: Who delivers presents to baby 
sharks at Christmas? 
A: Santa Jaws. 
 
Q: What song did Cinderella sing 
as she waited four months for her 
photos to come back from the 
chemist? 
A: 'Some day my prints will come!' 



GOLDEN CHRISTMAS CAKE 
 

100ml dry sherry, dark rum or brandy 
125 g bite size pieces of dried papaya  

125 g bite size 
pieces of dried 
pineapple 
125 g bite size 
pieces of dried apricots 

125 g bite size pieces of dried mango 
350 g sultanas 
100 g mixed peel 
250 g butter, softened 
250 g light brown sugar 
350 g  glace cherries, cut in half 

5 large eggs, beaten 
250 g plain flour 
 

Place fruits in a bowl, pour over alcohol and 
mix well. Cover and leave 
overnight. 
 

Grease and line a deep 9” 
diameter cake tin with a 
double layer of 

greaseproof paper and tie a thick layer of 
newspaper around the outside of the tin. 
 

Preheat  oven to 150
o 

C/300
o
F/Gas Mark 2 

 

Cream the butter and sugar until fluffy. Beat 
in the egg, a little at a time, fold in the flour 
and stir in the fruit. 
 

Transfer the mixture to the prepared cake 
tin and level the surface. 
 

Cook in the centre of the oven for 2½ - 3 
hours until risen and firm to the touch, so 
that when a skewer is inserted into the 
cake it comes out clean. 
 

Leave to cool in the tin then turn out and 
wrap in greaseproof paper and then foil. 
Store in a cool place until you are ready to 
ice it. 
 

Spread apricot jam over the surface of your 
cake, roll out ready-made marzipan and 
cover it. Then roll out some ready-made 
icing and layer this on top of the marzipan. 
 

Using the icing trimmings, cut out shapes 
with a star shaped cutter and stick (using 
egg white) on to the top and sides of the 
iced cake. Push in tiny edible silver balls 
between the star shapes all over the cake. 
Complete this simple, but striking effect 
with a small silver Christmas decoration in 
the centre of your cake.           Mrs S Claus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SANTA’S REINDEER?? 
 
Can you name the original eight 

reindeer that pulled Santa’s sleigh?  They 
were Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, 
Cupid, Donner and Blitzen, weren’t they? 
 

If you thought they were …. then you would be 
wrong. The original names come from an 1823 
publication of the poem “A Visit from Saint 
Nicholas” which goes:- 
 

"Now! Dasher, now! Dancer, now!  
Prancer, and Vixen,  

On! Comet, on! Cupid, on!  
Dunder and Blixem 

 

So it wasn’t Donner and Blitzen but Dunder 
and Blixen (which incidentally is Dutch for 
thunder and lightening). 
 

In the passage of time Blixem was changed to 
Blixen to make it rhyme with Vixen. When the 
poem was published in Germany the name 
Blixen had changed to Blitzen (German for 
lightening).  
 

In the passages of time Dunder changed to 
Donder before becoming Donner in the 1949 
song “Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer” 
recorded by Gene Autry. 
 

In the next fifteen years, over 300 different 
versions of "Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer" sold a total of 40 million copies - 
thus establishing the names of Donner and 
Blitzen, for ever. 

Rudolph the Great, a Russian Tsar, was 
standing in his house one day with his 
wife gazing out his window. He turned to 
his wife and said, "Look honey, it's 
raining." She responded, "I don't think so, 
dear. I think it’s snowing." But Rudolph, 
confident that he knew better, said to his 
wife, "Let's step outside and we'll find 
out." Lo and behold, they stepped 
outside and discovered that it was in fact 
raining. Rudolph turned to his wife and 
replied," I knew it was raining. Rudolph 
the Red knows rain, dear!" 

 

 
 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

 

I have just completed reading 
the 2nd edition of The Cabbage Patch. On 
page 18, there are letters to you 
complementing you all on the quality of the 
magazine.  
 

On reading the letters I felt a little ashamed 
that I hadn't bothered to write, then I 
realised why I hadn't. If someone owns a 
fantastic car like a Rolls Royce, you don't 
go up to them and tell them they have a 
fantastic car - they KNOW that already!  
And that is the case here. 
 

In short you are producing a magazine that 
appears to have something for all, a Rolls 
Royce of journals, hence I don't suppose 
you will get inundated with compliments. If 
you ever decide to cease, THEN the letters 
will roll in. 
 

Keep up the good work, & please send my 
regards to all involved. 
 

Best wishes, 
Paul Clement (by E-Mail). 
 

 
 

Sir,  
At the last public meeting of The Pwll 
Action Committee a remark was made by a 
member of the public that such a meeting 
was an opportunity to discuss any matters 
affecting the village. 
 

The meetings are non-political and non-
sectarian and afford an opportunity to air 
grievances and put forward proposals to 
improve the quality of life in the village. It is 
therefore a good example of democratic 
participation and an opportunity to bring 
influence to bear on councillors and any 
other institutions.  Such meetings would be 
far more effective and influential than 
the political surgeries, held from time to 
time by our political representatives. This is 
particularly so when we never see our MP 
or AM and councillors don't reside in the 
village. 
 

Ideally it would be beneficial if ministers, 
headmasters, policemen etc residing in the 

village, became more aware of the problems 
and aspirations of the village and made 
contributions towards the discussions. 
 

Hopefully, any future meeting that will be 
called will be well attended. The Pwll Action 
Committee has initiated a precedent in public 
cohesion and deserve the village support. 
 

A mature octogenarian - Name and address supplied. 

 
 

 
Re: Pwll School Rugby team photograph. 

Great to see that photo - I've got a copy as 
well. I'm sure someone has already identified 
them for you, but it would be nice to know 
what people are doing now. 
As regards the rugby, it would be nice to have 
an article about the attempts to start a Pwll 
side. I believe that the Blue Anchor organised 
a game against Burry Port in the mid seventies 
and I organised two games against 
MynyddyGarreg in 88 and 89 - lost 1 won 1. 
Huw John has some photos of those games 
and has all the details. 
Keep up the good work. 
 
Steve Thomas (Stwff) (by E-Mail)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE ANSWERS ARE IN THE GENES 
 

Come with us for a walk through Pwll in 
1881. We are travelling from just beyond 
the Talbot Inn in an easterly direction. It 
would appear from the census conducted 
that year that there were, in those days, 
about 138 dwellings in Pwll  – or, as the 
census records it, “Pool”. You might be 
lucky enough to meet one of your 
ancestors! (s = son: d = daughter) 
 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - (Pwll) Pool / Census place: - 
Pembrey, Carmarthen.  
Margaret Davies / Head / 43 / Widow / Born-
Pembrey, Carmarthen.  
William / s / 19 / Unmarried / Pembrey / Coal 
Miner.  
John / s / 16 / Pembrey / Coal Miner.  
Margaret / d / 14 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
Elizabeth / d / 10 / Scholar / Pembrey  
Sarah / d / 7 / Scholar / Pembrey  
Marinet / d / 5 /Scholar /Pembrey'  
Henry / s / 3 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - (Pwll) Pool.  
Jenkin Hugh / Head / 45 / Married / Born-
Pembrey, Carmarthen / Coal Miner.  
Margaret / Wife / 40 / Pembrey.  
John / s / 16 / Pembrey.  
David / s / 11 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
Margaret Ann / d / 9 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
Mary Hannah / d / 7 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
Richard / s / 4 / Pembrey.  
Frances / d / 2 / Pembrey.  
Thomas / s / 7months /Pembrey.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - (Pwll) Pool.  
Margaret John / Head /68 / Widow /Born-
Pembrey, Carmarthen.  
Thomas Davies / Boarder / 18 / Pembrey.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - (Pwll) Pool.  
John John / Head / 76 / Married / Born-
Pembrey, Carmarthen / Farm Labourer.  
Margaret / Wife / 70 / Pembrey  
Richard / s / 33 / Pembrey /Coal Miner.  
David / Nephew / 18 / Pembrey /Coal Miner.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - Penybank  
William Rogers / Head / 75 / Born-Llanelly, 
Carmarthen / Baptist Minister.  
Jane / Wife / 74 / Pembrey  
Mary John / Grandd / 19 / Pembrey / Working 
at Tin Works.  
-------------------------------------------------------------  

Dwelling: - Penybank.  
Jane John / Head / Married / 26 / Born-Pembrey, 
Carmarthen.  
Margaret  / d / 6 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
David / s / 3 / Pembrey.  
William Henry / s / 1 / Pembrey.  
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - Glanyravon  
Henry Davies / Head / 49 / Born-Pembrey / 
Furnace Man at Copper Works.  
Martha / Wife / 49 / Pembrey.  
Mary / d / 25 / Pembrey.  
William/ s / 23 / Pembrey / Coal Miner.  
Margaret / d / 12 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
Thomas James / s / 9 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
Cathrine / d / 15 / Scholar / Pembrey.  
Henry / s / 18 / Pembrey / Coal Miner.  
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - Talbot Arms.  
William John / Head / 62 / Born-Pembrey / 
Carpenter & Joiner.  
Ruth / Wife / 60 / Born-Amroth,Pembroke.  
George / s / 27 / Llanelly Lance, Carmarthen / 
Tailor  
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling:- Bronllys.  
Ada De Manin / Householder (Head) / Female 
/43 / Unmarried / Born-Paris, France.  
Income Derived from Mortgages.  
Williametta Ives / Householder / Female / 41 / 
Unmarried / Born-Brecknock, Wales.  
Income Derived from Dividends.  
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling: - Penhwch Farm.  
Richard Hughes / Head / 52 / Born-Pembrey, 
Carmarthen / Farmer.  
Mary / Wife / 44 / Pembrey.  
William / s / 19 / Pembrey / Farmer Son.  
John / s / 17 / Pembrey / Farmer Son.  
David / s / 15 / Pembrey.  
Thomas / s / 12 / Pembrey  
Henry / s / 8 / Pembrey.  
Daniel / s / 4 / Pembrey.  
Mary Davies / Servant / 21 / Pembrey / Domestic 
Servant.  
John Thomas / Father in Law / 78 / Widow / 
Born-Llangenech, Carmarthen.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

(Article submitted by a Pwll Genealogy Fan) 
 

There are 53 names listed here in the first 10 
dwellings – that’s over 5 per dwelling! Seems like 
Pool was the place to be back in 1881. 
 
We will try and continue our walk through Pwll 
during 1881 in the next edition – subject to space 
being available. (Ed) 
 

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
 

On Saturday, 13th September 2003, children 
from Holy Trinity Sunday School went on their 
trip to Coppett Hall, Saundersfoot, kindly 
driven by Mrs Anne Messer.  We were lucky 
to have a hot sunny day.  The morning was 
spent exploring the rock pools looking for 
shrimps.  Though Helens large shrimp on her 
foot turned out to be an enormous crab!  A 
packed lunch was eaten on the beach, and 
despite Helen’s attempts to stay dry; someone 
had the bright idea of starting a water fight.  A 
planned afternoon around town had to be 
cancelled due to wet clothing!  So the rock 
pools were once again invaded.  Splashing 
soon turned into throwing buckets of water, 
and Matthew and Jenna eventually just sat in 
the water, as there was little point trying to 
avoid getting wet.  Luckily for Lowri, Becca 
had spare clothes, as she had to change.  
Kate was the boring one of the bunch – she 
didn’t even take her shoes off!!!!! 
 

After leaving the beach, we went for a short 
walk along the beach through the tunnels that 
were once used as part of the coal pit.  Then 
we walked into Saundersfoot and had a 
browse around the shops.  Kate and Becca 
had to be dragged off the dance machine to 
the chip shop for tea.  A busy day was over 
and all that remained was the journey home, 
which was where we encountered a small 
hitch.  Our mini bus, which was parked near 
the cliff edge refused to go into reverse gear.  
The laughing increased as the bus inched 
closer to the edge.  We had no option, but to 
jump out and push, apart that is for Kate who 
was hysterical laughing by a tree and was no 
help whatsoever.  Despite several men 
watching in amazement, Helen and the 
children soon pushed the bus back enough for 
Anne to turn around.  The journey back was a 
quiet one – probably something to do with all 
the large candy dummies that had been 
purchased. 
 

The Sunday school would like to thank Anne 
Messer for driving us, and hope that she 
enjoyed the day as much as we all did. 

(Article submitted by Kate Messer) 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

I’M DREAMING OF A WHITE 
CHRISTMAS 

 

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas, just like the 
ones I used to know…" says the song, but is it 
true? Do we really remember snowy Christmases 
like the ones depicted on Christmas cards?  
 

Apparently Britain was in the grip of a mini “Ice 
Age” between 1550 and 1850 when the winters 
were persistent and very severe. 1813 was the 
last year that a 'Frost Fair' was held on the River 
Thames in London.  
 

It was during this period that the tradition of a 
'White Christmas' became deep-seated in our 
culture. Snow at Christmas was much more 
common in the 19th Century when works such as 
Charles Dickens 'A Christmas Carol' and 
'Pickwick Papers' were being written 
 

 
 

Above: Pwll Fishing Lakes – Frozen and snow covered. 
December 2000. (Photo: Jeff Williams) 

 

So, how many white Christmases have there 
been in the last 50 years? Well first of all it would 
be wise to define a white Christmas. Betting men 
need only one flake of snow to claim a white 
Christmas, for me - only snow lying on the 
ground would do it!  
 

Snow in London - since 1950 (sorry its London 
but the Met Office don’t record the snow falling in 
Pwll for whatever reason!) 
 

1956 (light snow) 
1964 (light snow) 
1968 (sleet) 
1970 (light snow, lying) 
1976 (light snow) 
1981 (snow lying from earlier falls) 
1996 (sleet) 
1999 (sleet) 
 

Will we have a white Christmas this year? 
 

Perhaps the best person to ask might be a 
bookmaker! 

 
 

 

What drink do frogs like best at 

Christmastime? 
 

Croaker-cola! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PWLL WOMENS 
INSTITUTE 

 

Most of our members had a 
hilarious evening when they 
visited Theatre Elli where a 
special showing of “Calendar 
Girls” took place. The theatre 

held over 400 fellow W.I. members from Sir 
Gar and it was a truly enjoyable and poignant 
film. We were so proud to be part of an 
organisation that enabled the royalties to 
benefit Leukaemia Research. 
 

Pwll W.I. meet at the Community Centre on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month. 
The second Wednesday of the month is used 
to make arrangements for our own W.I. 
events and County events. A speaker is 
usually engaged on the fourth Wednesday 
and subject matters vary from Indian head 
massage to antiques, keep fit, meditation, 
managing stress etc. 
 

The Christmas dinner has been arranged at 
The George, Burry Port for Wednesday 17th 
December. 
 

Pwll W.I. was formed in 1984 and to celebrate 
our 20th birthday arrangements have been 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
made for our members and friends to partake in a 
London Weekend Theatre Celebration where we 
will see Chitty Chitty Bang Bang on March 6th and 
7th 2004 
 

Anyone interested please contact us at the 
community Centre on our meeting nights. 

 

 
 
 

COLLIERS CHRISTMAS CHARITY QUIZ 
 

The next charity quiz to be held in the Colliers 
Arms has been arranged for Sunday 28th 
December 2004. Wynne Thomas has confirmed 
he is currently working on the questions although 
flatly refuses to give any clues away. The last 
quiz raised a record £100 for Pwll C.P. School. 
 

Entry fee is £1 per person and the winning team 
nominates the local charity that will receive the 
monies raised. 
 

Come on everyone! Come along and enjoy 
yourself and let’s try to beat that £100 record! 
 
 
 

ROMAN INVASION OF PWLL! 
 

Historians will tell you that the Romans started to leave the British Isles in around 367AD. This 
timeless photograph (recently unearthed by archaeologists in a local Cadbury’s Roses tin) 
clearly demonstrates that the Romans were still occupying Pwll as late as circa 1963. Beware!.. 
Some of these Romans might still be intermingling with Pwll citizens... You have been warned! 

The most constant thing in the world is 
change. 

The time to be happy is Now! 

A WALK ON THE 
WILD SIDE 

 (by Jeff Williams) 
 

Hi everyone! We all 
enjoyed the 
fabulous weather 
we experienced 
during August, 
September and 

early October. It brought further interesting 
varieties of butterflies, such as – Ringlet, 
Speckled Wood, Fritillary and Clouded Yellow 
with the latter still around in October. 
Throughout the summer more than 19 
varieties have been sighted around the lakes. 
Not bad for such a small area! 
 

Another pleasant sight was the black and 
yellow colouring of a 3 ½” long insect – The 
Golden Ringed Dragonfly and on the Third 
Millennium Field a fox has now taken refuge. 
It is clearly visible from the cycle track. 
 

On the river nearby several sightings of a 
scarce river bird (a Dipper) have been 
reported. Unmistakable in its black and white 
plumage, its territory probably follows the river 
from the cycle track to the main road in 
Cwmbach. When I was a lad, many years 
ago, the Dipper was quite a common sight as 
it used to nest under the road bridge. 
However due to alterations to the bridge the 
Dipper had to look further upstream for a new 
nesting site.  
 

During October some of our summer migrants 
were still present including - Swallows on their 
long flight back to Africa and the Common 
Sandpiper patrolling the lakes and seashore. 
If the mild weather continues some warblers 
might over-winter here and Blackcaps are 
regularly seen in gardens in Pwll throughout 
the winter. 
 

Our winter visitors however, are here already 
with Redwings regularly seen, sometimes 
merging into large flocks. Fieldfares are 
perhaps not as common but easily identified 
in flight by its ‘chattering’ call. If you are 
fortunate you may see a member of the finch 
family – the Brambling (with its distinctive 
white rump!) together with other flocks of 
finches. 
 

Seawater still continues to enter the lakes 
because of a faulty gate on the seaward side 
of the railway embankment. Approximately 1½ 
hours before a full tide you can hear the gate 

banging against the sea wall, and then the waves 
bring the seawater up the river and into the lakes. 
During the high tides of late September the water 
level in the lakes rose by 6 inches. One young 
angler reported seeing a couple of crabs in the 
lakes and an even more unusual sight in the 
lakes was a flatfish! 
 

During September you may have seen a large 
moth hovering over your flowers. It resembles a 
humming bird and, you guessed, it’s called a 
Hummingbird Hawk Moth. By the way, that darn 
crow is still at it – actually dive bombing my dog! 
 

We in Pwll are very lucky – we have a nature 
reserve on our doorstep and we should all learn 
to enjoy and appreciate it. 
 

December of course is an interesting month and 
we may be lucky enough to hear or even see 
some flying reindeer! 
 

A Merry Christmas to you all and I’ll see you 
again in March. 
 
 
 
 
 
PWLL PARK STORM SEWER  

 

In case you’re wondering what’s happening in our 
park – relax! The Welsh Water Board contacted 
us some months ago and explained the need for 
a new storm sewer in Pwll. 
 

Apparently, EEC regulations restrict the amount 
of effluent that can be discharged into the Burry 
Estuary because it is known as a ‘bathing’ and 
‘shell fish’ location. The new storm sewer will 
‘hold’ storm water and either gradually release it 
into The Burry Estuary or, if the allocation has 
been reached, release it back into the sewage 
system for processing at Bynea. 
 

The work, due for completion in 
January/February 2004, is part of a £14 million 
regeneration of the sewage system in the area.  
 

Welsh Water Board have stressed that apart from 
a few new manhole covers in the park we will not 
even know that the work has been done - 
everything will be restored to its previous 
condition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone brings happiness to this office - 
some when they arrive and some when 

they leave! 

Everybody should believe in something: I 
believe I'll have another drink. 



TROI DALEN NEWYDD GYDA 
CHOLEG SIR GÂR 
 
 

Mae’n dod i ddiwedd y flwyddyn ac 
mae llawer o bobl yn meddwl am droi dalen 
newyddd drosodd – mae addunedau 
blwyddyn newydd yn cael eu hanghofio 
mor gyflym ag y gwneir nhw.  
 

Pam na chadwch chi at eich adduned 
Blwyddyn Newydd i fynd yn ôl i fyd addysg 
neu ehangu eich diddordeb neu hobi gyda 
Choleg Sir Gâr?   
 

Gall Coleg Sir Gâr gynnig ystod eang o 
gyrsiau llawn a rhan amser i chi mewn 
addysg bellach ac uwch o gyfrifeg, safonau 
Uwch, gofal plant a chelf i reolaeth, 
peirianneg, chwaraeon, trin gwallt a llawer 
mwy.  
 

P’un ai ydych eisiau ail-hyfforddi, dysgu ar 
gyfer hamdden, cychwyn eich busnes eich 
hun, dilyn trywydd academaidd neu 
alwedigaethol, gall Coleg Sir Gâr eich 
helpu chi. 
 

Pam na ddewch chi draw i un o’n 
nosweithiau agored i drafod eich 
dewisiadau gyda’n staff cyfeillgar ac i weld 
y cyfleusterau ardderchog.  
 

Cynhelir Nosweithiau Agored ar y 
dyddiadau canlynol ym mhob un o’r pum 
campws o 6pm tan 8:30pm 
 

Llun 26 Ionawr 2004 
Mercher 03 Mawrth 2004 

Iau 06 Mai 2004 
Mawrth 06 Gorffennaf 2004 

 

Coleg Sir Gâr –eich coleg lleol chi 
 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 
 

Dec 22 (Mon) First day of winter 
Dec 22  (Mon) Shortest Day 
Dec 25 (Thu) Christmas Day 
Dec 26 (Fri) Boxing Day 
Jan 01 (Thu) New Years Day 
Jan 22 (Thu) Chinese New Year 
Jan 25 (Sun) Burns Night 
Feb 14 (Sat) St Valentine’s Day 
Feb 22 (Sun) Muslim New Year 
Feb 24 (Tue) Shrove Tuesday 
Feb 25 (Wed) Ash Wednesday 

TURN OVER A NEW LEAF 
WITH COLEG SIR GÂR 
 
 

It’s nearing the end of the year and 
many people are thinking of turning over a 
new leaf – new years resolutions are made 
and soon forgotten about.   
 
Why not stick to your New Years resolution to 
get back into education or to expand your 
interest or hobbies with Coleg Sir Gâr?   
 
Coleg Sir Gâr can offer you an extensive 
range of full and part time courses in further 
and higher education from accountancy, A 
levels, child care and art to management, 
engineering, sport, hair dressing and many 
more.   
 
Whether you want to re-train, learn for leisure, 
start your own business, follow academic or 
vocational pathways, Coleg Sir Gâr can help 
you. 
 
Why not come along to one of our open 
evenings to discuss your options with our 
friendly staff and to see the excellent facilities.   
 
Open Evenings are held on the following dates 
at all five campuses from 6pm to 8:30pm 
 

Monday 26 January 2004 
Wednesday 03 March 2004 

Thursday 06 May 2004 
Tuesday 06 July 2004 

 

Coleg Sir Gâr –your local college 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TRAMWAYS 
 

After concern being shown by The Pwll Action 
Committee and with a lot of help from Cllr Eryl 
Morgan, Carmarthenshire County Council 
finally agreed to surface the missing section of 
the Tramway. Thank you Eryl for your help. 
 

Human beings, who are almost unique in 
having the ability to learn from the 

experience of others, are also remarkable 
for their apparent disinclination to do so. 

CAPEL BETHLEHEM CHAPEL 
 

Oedfa Diolchgarwch ym Methlehem 
 

Cynhaliwyd Oedfa Diolchgarwch ar Hydref 12 
o dan ofal ein Gweinidog Y Parchg Carys 
Awen Jones B.Th. Cymerodd sawl aelod rhan 
yn yr oedfa. Hyfryd oedd agor drws y capel a 
gweld olygfa hardd sef blodau lliwgar yr 
hydref, ffrwythau a llysiau o bob math, yn 
addurno bob silff ffenest ag o amgylch y 
pulpud. Diolch i bawb am eu rhoddion ac am 
addurno’r capel mor hyfryd. Rhannwyd y 
blodau, ffrwythau a llysiau o amgylch aelodau 
sy yn cartrefi hebnoed neu sy methu dod i’r 
oedfa oherwydd afielchyd. 

 

BETHLEHEM 
 

Oedfaon y Sul am 3.30pm Oedfa Gynun Sul 
cyntaf y mis. 
Cyfarfodydd Pregwthu Sul diwethaf Ebril a 
Hydref am 10.30am a 3.30pm Libanus yn uno 
drwy’r dydd. 
 

Rhagfyr 7  -  Oedfa Garolau Undebol 
Cymorth Cristnogol yn Libanus am 10.30am 
Bethlehem yn uno. 
Rhagfyr 25  - Bore Nadolig Oedfa 
Gymun am 8.00am 
Rhagfyr 28 - Oedfa Gymun yn Libanus 
am 10.00am yn unig a Bethlehem yn uno. 
Ionawr 1  - Oedfa Gymun ym 
Methlehem am 3.30pm a Libanus yn uno 
 

There are occasional English Services in 
Bethlehem Chapel. See Pwll Notes in the 
Llanelli Star and posters in the village for 
dates. 
Croeso cynnes i’r Oedfaon / a warm welcome 
to the Services. 
Y Gweinidog/Minister: Y Parchg Carys Awen 
Jones, B.Th. Rhif Ffon: 771252 

 

CAPEL LIBANUS CHAPEL 
 

Oedfaon y Sul am 10am ac Ysgol Sul i blant 
ac oedolion yn dilyn. 
Oedfa Gymun 3ydd Sul y mis. 
 

Cyfarfodydd Pregethu: Ail Sul Mawrth a 
Medi am 10am a 5pm 
Bethlehem yn uno drwy’r dydd. 
 

2003   
07 Rhagfyr Oedfa Garolau Undebol 

Cymorth Cristnogol / 
United Christian Aid Carol 
Service at 10:30am 

14 Rhagfyr Oedfa Nadolig yr Oedolion 

21 Rhagfyr Oedfa Nadolig y Pant 
25 Rhagfyr Dydd Nadolig – Oedfa Gymun 

am 9am 
28 Rhagfyr Oedfa Gymun am 10am. 

Bethlehem yn uno. 
01 Ionawr Oedfa Gymun ym Methlehem 

am 3:30pm Libanus yn uno. 
 

 

Cynhelir Cyfarfodydd arbennig:- 
Cwrdd y Plant ar Gwyl Dewi; Sul y Mamau; 
Ganol haf; Diolchgarwch a’r Nadolig. Sul y 
Chwiorydd a Sul Y Dynion – Dyddiadau yn 
amrywio. 
 

Gweithgareddau’r flwyddyn:- 
Cymdeithas Ddiwylliadol – Pob pythefnos am 7 
o’r gloch rhwng mis Medi ac Ebrill. 
Dosbarth Llenyddiaeth – Pob nos Fercher am 7 
o’r gloch am 20 wythnos. 
Pwyllgor Cymorth Cristnogol yn cwrdd yn y 
Festri. 
 

Estynnwn groeso cynnes i chwi i ymuno yn yr 
oedfaon a’r gweithgareddau. 
Mae Taflen o oedfaon y flwyddyn ar gael a 
gwybodaeth yn wythnosol in Nodiadau’r Pwll yn y 
Llanelli Star. 
 

Y Gweinidog: Y Parchg Carys Awen Jones, 
B.Th. Rhif ffon: 771252 

 
STEPNEY PARK CARE CENTRE 

CILYMAENLLWYD 
 
The Friends of Stepney meet on the second 
Monday of every month with the intention of 
organising special fund raising events for the 
residents of Stepney Park Care Centre. All 
money collected is used to buy those special 
treats that the residents miss but need so much. 
 

Several fund raising events have been organised 
during this festive season including a “Name the 
Cat” ; “Guess the weight of the cake” ; “A 
Christmas Quiz” and of course the ever popular 
raffles. It is hoped that some concerts can also 
be arranged. In the New Year the Matron will be 
doing a sponsored slim to raise funds – so good 
luck Marilyn! 
 

A Christmas Tea will take place on Wednesday 
11th December at 2:30pm whilst the Christmas 
party will take place on Friday 19th December at 
5:00pm. 
 

Further details will appear on notices posted 
locally. Please support this very worthwhile 
organisation.  
 



CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 
 

It has been my privilege to represent you at 
Carmarthen County Council since May 1999. 
During the last four years my life has been so 
full of meetings, seminars, reports to read etc 
that it’s easy to forget what it’s all about. A 
councillor’s main role is to help the residents 
he represents and I would like to think that 
local government makes a real difference to 
people’s lives. The formation of the Pwll 
Action Committee and the quarterly 
publication of The Bônau Cabbage Patch has 
played an important role in assisting me with 
any difficulties you have experienced. The 
magazine has also helped to restore a sense 
of community in Pwll and my thanks for this 
go to the editor and everyone who has 
submitted articles. 
 

I am pleased to report that the Council has 
made considerable progress during the last 
four years in housing matters, leisure and 
recreation, environmental and educational 
issues. More remains to be done and I can 
report that a by-pass for Pwll is now back on 
the Council’s agenda. Your support will be 
needed to ensure it becomes a reality. We 
owe it both to ourselves and to our children. 
 

With the festive season rapidly approaching 
it’s an opportunity for my family and I to wish 
everyone a Happy Christmas and hope that 
we will all remember its true meaning. 
 
Bu’n fraint i’ch cynrychioli ar Gyngor Sir 
Caerfyrddin ers Mai 1999. Yn ystod y pedair 
blynedd diwethaf treuliais lawer o amser yng 
nghyfarfodydd y Cyngor, yn darllen 
adroddiadau, yn mynychu seminarau a.y.y.b. 
gyda’r canlyniad i mi weithiau anghofio prif 
bwrpas bod yn gynghorydd. Fy rôl pehhaf yw 
edrych ar ôl eich buddiannau ac i’r perwyl 
yma mae’r “Pwll Action Committee” wedi bob 
o help mawr i mi pan yn delio gyda’ch 
problemau. Chwaraeodd y cylchgraw “Y 
Bônau Cabbage Patch” ran bwysig yn adfer 
ymdeilad o gymuned ac i’r perwyl yma 
diolchaf i’r golygydd a phawb a gyfrannodd 
iddo. 
 

Wrth edrych yn ôl sylweddolaf i’r Cyngor 
wneud llawer o gynnydd mewn gwahanol 
feysydd e.e. tai, hamdden a chwaraeon, 
amgylchedd a materion addysgiadol. Eto mae 
mwy i’w gyflawni. Ymfalchiaf yn y ffaith fod 
ddordd osgoi i’r Pwll yn ôl ar agenda’r Cyngor. 
Bydd eich cefnogaeth yn allweddol i sicrhau ei 
wireddu yn ystod y blynyddoedd i ddod. 

Ar drothwy’r Nadolig mae’n amserol i mi a’m 
teulu ddymuno Nadolig llawen i bob un 
ohonoch, gan obeithio y cofiwn wir ystyr yr 
wyl. - Cllr./Cyng. Meilyr Bowen Hughes  

 

The time I have spent as your elected councillor 
on Carmarthenshire County Council has been the 
most rewarding period of my life.  As a vocation it 
has on times, been arduous, frustrating and 
hectic but always spiritually and emotionally 
rewarding. 
 

The years ahead could possibly mean some 
considerable changes for the village of Pwll with 
the prospects of a by-pass for Sandy and Pwll. I 
will do my utmost to ensure that any by-pass will 
mean minimal disruption and inconvenience 
to the village.  I will use my knowledge and 
experience to ensure that any future projects that 
might affect Pwll will not be to the detriment 
of the village and will wherever possible reflect 
the majority view of the people living there. 
 

At this very special time of year it is the ideal time 
for my family and I to thank all the people who 
have helped and assisted me in the course of my 
Council duties and I wish to extend my personal 
seasonal greeting to all my friends and 
constituents in Hengoed ward. I wish you and 
your families a very Merry Christmas and a very 
prosperous and happy New Year. - Cllr. Eryl 
Morgan  
 

 

 Seasons Greetings from 
your Llanelli Rural Council 
representatives for the 
Hengoed Ward. 
 

We would like to wish the 
residents of Cwmbach, 
Furnace, Pwll and Sandy, 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
 

We think ‘The Bonau Cabbage Patch’ is a 
wonderful community magazine.  A big thumbs 
up to The Pwll Action Committee for putting 
together such an informative and entertaining 
read.  Well done! 
 

By the way if anybody would like our help or 
assistance with any matter, please contact us, 
our details are listed below: 
 
 

             
Cllr. S. M. Caiach   -              01554 741461 
Cllr. M. Davies - 01554 755467 
Cllr. M. L. Evans - 01554 754080 
Cllr. B. J. Richards - 01554 771013 

BEER TALK 
 

 

A particular protein produced in barley creates 
the frothy head on a pint of beer or lager. This 
protein readily dissolves in fat or grease but 

not in water. When barley is 
ground up to make beer or 
lager, the protein is forced into 
the water. It subsequently 
escapes by forming thin films 
around the bubbles of carbon 
dioxide that rise up through 

the drink. With the protein molecules 
stretched over each bubble, these coated 
bubbles are prevented from bursting and so 
form the froth at the top of the pint. 
 

Grease around the mouth, for example after 
eating crisps, dissolve the protein and burst 
the bubbles so the froth degenerates. Apples 
and grapes do not contain this protein, so 
when pouring cider or sparkling wine no froth 
is formed because the bubbles of carbon 
dioxide immediately burst on reaching the 
surface. 
 

The quantity of protein in the barley varies 
considerably according to the growing 
conditions: more is made during dry summers 
than wet summers. The more protein the 
more stable the head, and with 
the head forming an important 
part of the image of continental 
beer festivals, German 
scientists set out to produce a 
more reliable head. They 
succeeded by taking the gene responsible for 
making the protein in the barley and inserting 
it into the yeast used to brew the lager. 
Regardless of the quantity of protein in the 
barley, the yeast then produced enough 
protein to create a large dependable frothy 
head. They now have the problem of 
persuading the public to drink, what would be, 
genetically modified lager!!   

 
(Article submitted by Ieuan Thomas) 

 
 

LLWY GARU 
 

Wrth i ni ddod dros rialtwch a sbri y Nadolig 
a’r flwyddyn newydd, bydd rhai ohonom yn 
llenwi o gyffro wrth feddwl am ddyddiad arall 
ar y gorwel ….Diwrnod Santes Dwynwen, 
diwrnod y cariadon. 
 

 Ar Ionawr 25 bydd cariadon Cymru yn cymryd y 
cyfle i ddathlu eu cariad at ei gilydd drwy anfon 

cerdyn, a thusw o flodau efallai at 
yr un hynny sy’n deffro a 
chynhyrfu eu nwydau i gyd, a 
phwy a wyr, os byddwch chi’n 
lwcus falle cewch chi lwy garu 
wedi ei cherfio yn arbennig i chi. 
Dyna arwydd go bendant eich bod 
yn berson arbennig iawn i rywun. 
Ond pam? Pam llwy garu? Wel 
‘sneb fel ‘se nhw’n siwr iawn. Er 
bod cynifer o lwyau caru ar gael 

i’w gweld mewn amgueddfeydd led led y wlad, 
does fawr ddim yn taflu goleuni ar y rheswm 
amdanynt. 
 

Am ganrifoedd gwariai llanciau ifanc oriau gyda’r 
nos yn cerfio llwy yn gariadus iawn i un annwyl, 
ac wrth i amser fynd yn ei flaen daeth yn arfer i 
wneud gwaith cywrain i ddangos dyfnder eu 
teimlad at eu cariadon. Amrywyd ar y llwy drwy 
ychwanegi powlenni fel arfer gyda dolen lydan, 
ac wrth gwrs gyda dolen fwy llydan, cai’r cerfiwr 
fwy o gyfle fyth i arddangos ei sgil wrth gerfio i’r 
pren. 
 

Gwelir wrth nifer y gadwynni neu beli bychain a 
gerfiwyd i’r ddolen faint o blant o bosib y 
dymunai’r llanc gael wrth ei ddyweddi wedi iddynt 
briodi. Wi’n siwr i sawl merch ddychryn am ei 
bywyd os bu i’r llanc ifanc golli ei ben a cherfio 
dwsin!      (Gan Lowri Gwenllian) 

 

 
 

 
PWLL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
Members are continuing to 
compile information that 
has been researched for 
the book about the history 
of Pwll.  
 

If there are documents, photographs and 
especially any personal memories of Pwll you 
would like to share please contact the secretary 
as soon as possible (01554 - 773015). 
 

Meetings are held every month. Look in the Pwll 
Notes of The Llanelli Star for the venue and the 
dates.   

 

 

 

I still miss my ex-husband, but my 
aim is improving. 

Life is a mystery to be lived...Not 
a problem to be solved. 



PWLL SCHOOLS 
REPORTS 

 
 

 
NEW HEAD AT SCHOOL 
 

Sadly our headmaster Mr Morris is leaving 
Pwll School to become the new head of Swiss 
Valley primary School.  He said that he has 
mixed feelings about leaving the school. Mr 
Morris has enjoyed his six years at Pwll 
school, he is sad to leave but he is looking 
forward to the challenge in Swiss Valley. Mr 
Morris said that he will really miss the view of 
the Gower from the school! Also he is sorry to 
say goodbye to the children, staff and 
everyone connected with the school.  

 

Our new headmaster 
will be Mr Roy James 
who was the deputy 
head at Ysgol Parc Y 
Tywyn, Burry Port. 
Mr James said that 
he was looking 
forward to starting at 
our school in 
January. He already 

knows some of the children in our school as 
he is one of the coaches of the Llanelli 
schools rugby team. He also knows Scott and 
Ross Bowen who have just joined the school 
from Parc Y Tywyn. Mr James taught in 
Ammanford Junior School for a number of 
years before he was in Parc Y Tywyn. 
(Submitted by Hannah Aitken and Scott Williams) 

 
 
SCHOOL TURNS HEALTHY 
 

In our school we have turned our backs on 
eating crisps and chocolate at break times 
and we have been selling fruit for over a year. 
As part of a healthy schools project that 
encourages schools to take on a healthier 

lifestyle the school has promoted the sale of fruit 
at break times. Mr Morris has already seen a 
difference in children’s attitude towards eating 
fruit. Children in year 6 run the school shop and 
sell a range of tasty fruits.  
 

Our school shop has been given the new name 
of Fresh and Fruity and was officially “opened” 
when our assembly minister Catherine Thomas 
visited the school recently. 
 

Some children went around the school to find out 
which fruit the children enjoyed the most. There 
are grapes, apples, pears, and even a few 
bananas. The shop is run by six (year 6) pupils. 
They do different shifts – three in the morning 
and three in the afternoon.  

(Submitted by Josh Edwards) 

 
 AFTER SCHOOL SUCCESS 

 

We have two new benches and four new plaques 
because of the Pwll after schools club. A very 
kind person called Loraine helped us make the 
excellent benches and plaques. 
 

Altogether it took us ten weeks to complete both 
benches and plaques. This was how we split the 
ten weeks in order to complete the project: It took 
us two weeks sketching .We sketched the 
scenery from the school window. We took four 
weeks to trace our sketches on to clay and to 
make the plaques stand out. It took one week to 
paint our plaques and they looked very bright. 

We thought they were brilliant indeed. We liked 
them because the colours were eye catching. It 
took three weeks to carve the benches and I 
think the best part of the benchs was the carving 
bit. I really enjoyed making it and the plaques. 
 

Now it’s finished it looks very nice down at the 
bottom of the yard. All of us in after schools club 
would like to think that all the other children will 
enjoy sitting on our benches and looking at our 
plaques as much as we enjoyed making them.  

(Submitted by Emma Williams & Jack Williams) 

WAVE GOODBYE AND SAY HELLO 
 

 
October was a busy time for Pwll School. We 
had to say a fond farewell to Mr Ceri Morris, 
head-teacher at the school for the last 6 years 
and, have welcomed a new head-teacher. 
 

Mr Morris made a significant contribution to 
the school during his time as head-teacher. 
The school has made significant strides 
forward. Progress has been reflected in 
improvements to the school; improvements in 
pupil attainment and an excellent school 
inspection, which recognised the high 
standard of teaching and learning in the 
school. Mr Morris has led by example and has 
worked hard to promote a caring atmosphere 
in the school encouraging pupils to be 
considerate towards others and to be 
supportive of others. This is perhaps best 
reflected in the “buddy system,” which links 
pupils from the main school with children from 
the Autistic Unit. 
 

Improvements to the school, such as the safe 
play area, have been achieved at a time of 
reduced funding. Mr Morris has at times had 
to take on the role of financial juggler in order 
to manage the conflicting demands placed on 
the school. It is to his credit that such changes 
have been managed without adverse affect 
upon the education of the school’s pupils. 
 

The staff of Pwll School and the Governing 
Body, wish Mr Morris all the best in his new 
post as head-teacher of Swiss Valley C.P. 
School. 
 

The Governing Body has been extremely 
fortunate in securing the services of an able 
replacement for Mr Morris. Suitable applicants 
are few and far between for the post of head-
teacher. It is some measure of the high regard 
that Pwll School is held in that eight applicants 
applied for the post. This is much more than 
the number of candidates who have applied 
for other posts in the County. The candidates 
selected for interview were of a very high 
standard. The successful applicant for the 
post was Mr Roy James, who will take up his 
new post in January. I feel confident that Mr 
James will be able to take the school forward 
and I congratulate him on his appointment 
and welcome him to Pwll School. 

 
(Ian Etherington–Chair of Governors–Pwll C.P. School) 

 
 
 

FRIENDS & FAMILY OF PWLL 
SCHOOL 

 

On the 21st October The Friends & Family of Pwll 
School held their AGM in the School Hall and it 
was lovely to see many new faces as committee 
members. The members elected to hold the 
committee positions were: 
 

Chairwoman – Mrs Sharon Rees 
Secretary – Mrs Gene Parker 
Treasurer – Mrs Kath Williams 

 

Many thanks are extended to Mrs Elena Williams 
who resigned as chairwoman but pledged her 
support for future events. 
 

As Christmas is looming fast our main topic of 
discussion is our Christmas Fayre. This has been 
arranged for Thursday 4th December in the 
school hall (time to be advertised). Why not come 
along and support our school? Perhaps pick up a 
bargain from one of our many stalls e.g. – white 
elephant, tin, craft and the ever popular cake stall 
to name but a few plus many stalls and games to 
keep the children amused. We will also be 
drawing our Christmas Raffle. Tickets, which are 
only on sale for another few days, have a 1st 
prize of £50 and many other prizes.  Be sure to 
buy yours before it’s too late (20p per ticket or £1 
book).  
 

We are hoping to have two special guests this 
year, one of which is Father Christmas who has 
promised he will take a short rest to come and 
meet the children, and we are hoping our other 
guest will be our new head-teacher Mr James. So 
we hope to see you on the 4th of December.  
 

This invitation is of course not only open to 
families of children who attend Pwll School but to 
all friends and residents of the village – it would 
be lovely to see you. 

 

(Article submitted by Kath Williams) 
 

 
 

 
THANKS MISS DAVIES 

 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to 
Miss Margaret Davies for fulfilling the duties of 
head-teacher at Pwll C.P. School during the 
transition period of the departure of Mr Ceri 
Morris and the arrival of Mr Roy James. 

 
(Staff, Governors, Parents and Children) 

 
 

You can only be young once, but you can 
be immature forever. 



PWLL YOUTH CLUB 
 

Since the last issue our 
club has been quite busy, 
making facemasks and 
decorating them, playing 

Uni-hoc, Pool, and surfing the net. October, 
we had a trip to the Laser Zone in Swansea & 
Mc Donald's afterwards. 
 

Membership at the club currently stands at 
forty-five. Between 30 and 35 regularly attend 
every Monday & Thursday. 
 

The programme for the next few months is:  
 

December 
End of term Xmas Disco & Party. Arts & 
Crafts: Christmas Cards and Present (Making) 
January 

Skiing at Pembrey Ski slope. A Visit for the 
Girls to Coleg Sir Gâr : Hair & Beauty 
evening. 
February  
Valentines disco & party. Art & Crafts : Making 
masks. 
March 

Oakwood Trip. 
 

If anybody would like to make any 
suggestions to help improve our Youth Club 
please e-mail me at kjduggan@btinternet.com  
 

Many Thanks to Fudge & Marlena From the 
youth staff Nicola, Sue & Kevin 

(Article submitted by Kevin Duggan) 
 

PWLL GARDENING 
CLUB 
 

The question of maintenance 
of boundary hedges was 
discussed at the last meeting 
of the Gardening Club.  

 

It was unanimously agreed at the meeting that 
each household owner or tenant was 
responsible for his/her side of the hedge, and 
should ensure that no brambles or other 
weeds grew into and over the hedge into 
their neighbour’s garden. Such neglect was 
regarded as un-neighbourly, anti social and 
caused work and worry to the aggrieved 
neighbour. 
 

A warm welcome is extended to everyone 
to join the club, which meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7pm at the 
Community Centre. The secretary is Mr Hugh 
Peregrine, 107 Pwll Road (Tel: 770882). 

 
(Article submitted by The Gardening Club) 

UNUSUAL SUMMER VISITOR TO PWLL 
 

One summer’s evening this year I went into my 
glasshouse and noticed a moth, which was trying 
to find a way out by flying into and around the 
glass panes. Nothing unusual in this as birds, 
bees, butterflies and moths are often trapped in 
this way. What was extraordinary about this 
particular moth was its darting movement and 
speed of flight!  It was about one and a quarter 
inches long, plump, and it had three white marks 
on both sides of its tail. I released it outside the 
glasshouse and was amazed to see it fly away in 
a straight line and at a fast speed. 
 

The following day I was working in the garden 
when I heard a buzzing sound and saw two 
moths with the same markings as the one I had 
released the evening before. They were hovering 
around the verbenas in the garden and inserting 
their long proboscis (tongue) into the flowers. 
They were beating their wings at such a high 
speed that they were just a blur. They looked 
exactly like a ‘down sized’ humming birds. 
 

I have since done some research on this moth 
and find that it is called the ‘humming bird hawk 
moth’ and it is a rare summer visitor from the 

south of France where 
it is very common. 
About 50 sightings are 
recorded each year in 
this country. When 
they do visit us they 
are far more likely to 
be seen along the 

north coast of England although rare sightings 
have been made in Scotland and Ireland. 
 

The moth is day flying and feeds on geraniums, 
honeysuckle, petunias, periwinkle and verbenas. 
Like its namesake, the humming bird, it hovers in 
front of the flowers probing with its proboscis to 
collect nectar. It beats its wings 70 times per 
second and makes a high-pitched humming 
sound. It is said that it can fly at a speed of 36 
miles per hour. 
 

The long hot summer may have been the reason 
that the moth travelled so far north from its usual 
habitat. I would like to think that it visited our 
village because Pwll is such a nice place. I feel 
privileged to have seen the ‘humming bird hawk 
moth’ at such close quarters. 
  

P.S. If anyone is fortunate enough to see this 
moth in the future don’t try to count its wing 
beats. It just makes you dizzy!!  
 
(Article submitted by Crwt-y-Diawl) 

PWLL PAVILION - 
Open for 

Business! 
 

The wait has been worth it. That’s the 
conclusion of the village’s sporting bodies to 
the new pavilion, which has just been made 
available for their use. The very first day the 
changing rooms were open to the public it 
showed the potential that the new pavilion 
brings to the village. Along with hosting a key 
cup game between Pwll and high-flying 
Swansea Cricket Club, a 10k run began and 
ended at the park. The visiting cricketers of 
Swansea compared the facilities favourably 
with those in the higher leagues, and with Pwll 
winning promotion perhaps its just as well that 
the cricket and football teams will no longer 
have to put up with the old changing rooms, 
which, having served their purpose over a 
number of years, have now been bulldozed 
flat. 
 

Similarly the organisers of the fun run were 
suitably impressed and are considering using 
the park as the annual venue for their premier 
event, which is destined to become a key 
event on the Welsh athletics calendar.  
 

It is too soon though to sit back and enjoy the 
completed project as the committee have to 
attend to the task of ensuring that the future of 
the pavilion is put on a firm financial footing. 
“Raising the capital to undertake the 
development was a major task in itself” 
commented treasurer Keith John, “but we will 
not underestimate what it is going to take to 
keep the building going”. The committee has 
raised in excess of £300,000 to fund the 
development, winning money from Sports 
Council, Millennium Lottery funding, and 
having crucial support from Llanelli Rural 
Council and Carmarthenshire County Council. 
”We can’t thank these backers enough” said 
chairman Peter Williams, “but the other key 
ingredient in delivering this project has been 
the efforts of the voluntary committee 
members who have put hours into the project 
over a number of years”.  
 

Plans are in hand to make the facilities at the 
pavilion and adjacent community space 
available to all with an interest in the park. 
This was always going to be a project that 
was wider than the cricket and football clubs 
and the aim is to involve anyone who would 
like to see the sporting and recreational life of 
the village extended. “Soon after the official 

opening which will take place in the next couple 
of months, we will hold our AGM” said secretary 
Brian Richards “and we hope to see new faces 
and new ideas on how we can develop the 
project further.”   

(article submitted by Pwll Recreational Committee) 

 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
 
During the summer we have had our main door 
repaired and restored and the result is lovely. It is 
nice to see it looking like a new door again. 
 

We had a lovely Harvest, both the services and 
the supper were enjoyed by all. The Christmas 
Fayre was held on November 7th and this was 
also thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
 

The Mothers’ Union restarted last month for the 
winter, meeting on the first Monday of each 
month. We began with Holy Communion and 
have a number of speakers lined up for the 
coming months. On December 1st we have our 
Christmas Night at the church hall and on 
December 10th we join with the churches of the 
Deanery for the annual M U Carol Service at 
Dafen Church. In January we have our annual 
dinner. 
 

Christmas will soon be here and we are looking 
forward to our usual Christmas Services. On 
December 14th we have the Christingle Service at 
4pm at which the Sunday School children take 
part and Father Christmas always turns up! On 
December 21st the service of 9 Lessons and 
Carols at 5pm takes us up to Christmas week 
and Christmas Day with Holy Communion at 
9am. Everyone is very welcome to all our 
services. 
 

The Sunday School meet from 10:30am to a 
noon each Sunday during term time at the 
Church Hall. 
 

We especially look forward to the New Year as 
we will be celebrating our centenary – a year of 
thanksgiving and celebration for our lovely 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BUSY BEE PLAYGROUP 
 
Regretfully we have to report the 
closure of the Busy Bee 

Playgroup. We will all miss you. 

 A good time to keep your mouth shut is 
when you're in deep water. 



PWLL CRICKET CLUB 
 

The 2003 season finished on the 
highest note possible with Pwll 
Cricket Club securing promotion 
to the 3rd division of the 
S.W.C.A. and even more 

satisfyingly winning the 4th division 
championship for the first time in our brief 
history. In the end the winning margin was 
only 1 point, but enough to clinch it from our 
close rivals Pontyberem who chased us all the 
way. With both clubs winning consistently 
over the last month of the season, everything 
hinged on the last game – Porthcawl away.  
Going into the game, Pwll knew that only 8 
points [out of a possible 26] would be enough 
to be champions and when this was achieved 
after 25 overs of Pwll’s innings the 
champagne began to flow! Little wonder that 
the result of the game was a defeat for Pwll, 
but the championship had been won! 
 

So, a memorable season, with several 
memorable individual performances which 
included two centuries from skipper Phil 
Holding, two from Jeremy Dowes (inc 150 no)  
and a maiden century for young David 
Williams. Ross John took a remarkable 7-38 
in a game against Porthcawl. 
 

Overall, the secret of success was a 
tremendously enthusiastic team effort that 
pulled the side through some tight situations. 
And of course, congratulations must go to 
skipper Phil Holding who again led by 
example on the field, and who contributes 
greatly alongside the committee to keep the 
club running smoothly and successfully. It is 
worth noting that in his four years at the club, 
two championships have been won – well 
done Phil! – onwards and upwards! 
 

A strong 2nd XI did not really do itself justice 
on the field, finishing mid table, but when 
players were needed to fill a gap in the first 
team they did so successfully and selflessly. 
With a few young players expected next 
season the 2nd XI will be looking forward to 
the challenge of the 3rd division. Space does 
not permit me to report at length on our Junior 
Section, but I intend to bring you up to speed 
in the next edition when the batting and 
bowling averages for the 2003 season will 
also be published. 
 

For the club as a whole then, it will be a new, 
exciting and demanding challenge in the 3rd 
division, but one that we have worked for and 

looked forward to. Once the celebrations are 
over, the winter preparations will begin. For the 
committee it will mean fund raising, sponsorship, 
seeking recruitment and many other activities. 
For the players it will see a return to action in the 
indoor nets around February. So thanks to all our 
sponsors, members and supporters for your help 
in 2003 and we hope to see you all in 2004. 

 
 

PWLL SOCCER 
 

 
A mixed start to the season for the 
club with the first team picking up 10 

points from a possible 21 with encouraging 
performances with victories over Drefach, 
Loughor and Johnstown and a draw at home to 
West End, mingled with three defeats including a 
disappointing home performance against 
Penllergaer. However early indications are that 
Pwll should not be involved in a relegation battle 
as in the previous two seasons, but must show 
more consistency to enter the promotion race. 
 
 

Meanwhile, 
the Pwll 
reserve 
team have 
picked up 6 
points from 
a possible 
18 and will 
be looking 
for a mid 
table finish 
as they 

strive to hold their position in the top flight. The 
team’s latest result was an encouraging 1-0 cup 
victory away at Gorseinon. 
 

 
On Saturday (Nov 29th) the first team entertain 
Pontlliw at Pwll Park (2:30pm kick off) while the 
reserve team travel to Llanelli Steel 

(Report submitted by Mark Aitken) 

DIV 1 P W D L Pts 
West End 8 6 2 0 20 

Pontlliw 8 3 3 2 12 

Drefach 6 4 0 2 12 

Felinfoel 7 3 2 2 11 

Penllergaer 7 3 2 2 11 

Pwll 7 3 1 3 10 
Kidwelly 7 3 1 3 10 

Abergwili 6 3 1 2 10 

Johnstown 8 1 3 4 6 

Loughor 8 1 3 4 6 

Garden Vill 8 1 2 5 5 

Llansteffan 4 1 0 3 3 

RES 1 P W D L Pts 
Llanelli Steel 6 6 0 0 18 

Seaside 6 5 0 1 15 

Trostre 8 5 0 3 15 

Dafen 6 4 0 2 12 

Camford 7 4 0 3 12 

Garden Vill 7 3 2 2 11 

Gorseinon 8 3 1 4 10 

Pontarddulais 7 3 0 4 9 

Pwll 6 2 0 4 6 
Bwlch 6 1 1 4 4 

Evans & Will 5 1 0 4 3 

Penyfan 6 0 0 6 0 

EARLY YEARS PLAY AREA OPENS 
 
(Sophie Melhuish and Jordan Sadler, both aged 10 from 

Pwll Primary School report on a special event, which 
took place at the school earlier this term).   
 

Monday 29th September 2003 was the grand 
opening of the Early Years Play Area called 
Asda Island. Mr. Morris decided to build the 
Play Area because we had an inspection in 
Autumn 2000. The inspectors told Mr. Morris 
that it would be a good idea to build a Play 
area for the younger children to play safely. In 
total with the fencing, the floor and the 
equipment it all came to a total of just under 
£14,500. 
 

Asda helped us raise £6,500, Corus 
sponsored us and raised £500 , Miss Murphy 
and the Princes Trust helped us paint the 
fencing. The friends and family of the school 
helped us raise the rest of the money. 
Catherine Thomas, the assembly member 
opened the play area. Two members of the 
Princes Trust came to the grand opening , 2 
people from Asda came, Diane Thomas  from 
the healthy schools project came  with the 
governors and the friends and family of Pwll 
school. We asked the infants  if they liked it 
and this is what the following said: Stephanie 
said that it was nice. Emily said that she liked 
the slide. Kimbley said she liked the rocking 
dolphin because it goes fast. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UP AND COMING YOUNGSTERS – 

LIAM KENNA 
 

Liam was born on 13th May 1988 and has lived in 
Maesyrhaf, Pwll all his life. He went to Pwll 
School and took an active part in all the sports 
activities offered to him; being awarded the 
Sports Trophy at the end of his time at Pwll 
School. 
 

Liam has always been very interested in all 
sports but his favourite is football with cricket 
coming a very close second.  He has played local 
football since the age of seven and even played 
for The Swansea 
School of Excellence. 
He is currently with the 
under 17’s youth 
squad. He also plays 
local cricket for 
Coedcae Old Boys as 
well as junior and 
senior cricket for 
Dyfed (now West 
Wales). 
 

Liam participates in 
most school sports - 
representing his 
school in soccer, cricket rugby, athletics and 
tennis. It’s no wonder that with all his talent he is 
hoping to make a career in a sporting field when 
he leaves school. We all wish him every success. 

 

 
 
 

SOME CHRISTMAS FACTS  
 
 

In 320 AD, Pope Julius I and other religious 
leaders specified the 25th of December as the 
official date of the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 

Some priests in Australia advise you to say 
"Happy Christmas" not "Merry Christmas", 
because Merry has connotations of getting drunk 
- which brings its own problems.  
 

Every year, since 1947, the people of Oslo have 
given a Christmas tree to the city of Westminster. 
The gift is an expression of goodwill and gratitude 
for Britain's help to Norway in the 1939-1945 war. 
 

The first printed reference to Christmas trees 
appeared in Germany in 1531. 
 
 
 
 

How does Father Christmas climb up a 

chimney? 

He uses a ladder in the stocking! 
 

What do you get hanging from Father 

Christmas' roof? 

Tired arms! 
 

How do you start a polar-bear race? 

Say 'Ready! Teddy! Go!' 

He who laughs – lasts! 

The mistakes are all 
waiting to be made. 



 
THE CHRISTMAS      
STRANGER 
(I found this poem on the web 
when I was looking for articles 
for this magazine. It touched 
me so much I thought I would 
share it with you all. – Ed) 

 
At Christmas time there was a man 
Who looked so out of place, 
As people rushed about him 
At a hurried sort of pace. 
He stared at all the Christmas lights 
The tinsel everywhere. 
The shopping centre Santa Claus 
With children gathered near. 
 

The town was packed with shoppers, 
Who were going to and fro.  
Some with smiles, and some with frowns, 
And some too tired to go. 
They rested on the benches, 
Or they hurried on their way.  
To fight the crowds for purchases, 
To carry home that day. 
 

The music from the stereo,  
Was playing loud and clear.  
Of Santa Claus and snowmen,  
And funny nosed reindeer. 
He heard the people talk about,  
The good times on the way.  
Of parties, fun and food galore,  
And gift exchange that day. 
 

“I'd like to know what's going on?”  
The man was heard to say.  
”There seems to be some sort,  
Of celebration on the way. 
And would you tell me who this is  
All dressed in red and white?  
And why are children asking ‘him’  
About a special night?” 
 

The answer came in disbelief   
“I can't believe my ears!  
I can't believe you do not know  
That Christmas time is here”. 
The time when Santa comes around  
With gifts for girls and boys.  
When they're asleep on Christmas Eve,  
He leaves them books and toys”. 
 
 
 

“The man you see in red and white  
Is Santa Claus so sly.  
The children love his joyful laugh,  
And twinkle in his eye. 
His gift packed sleigh is pulled along,  
By very small reindeer.  
As he flies quickly through the air,  
While darting here and there”. 
 

“The children learn of Santa Claus,  
While they are still quite small,  
When Christmas comes "he" is the most 
‘Important’ one of all!” 
The stranger hung His head in shame,  
He closed a nail pierced hand.  
His body shook in disbelief,  
He did not understand 
 

A shadow crossed His stricken face,  
His voice was low but clear.  
"After all these years they still don't know." 
And Jesus shed tear. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME CHRISTMAS FACTS 
 

Colly is an English dialect word meaning coal 
dust. Blackbirds were hence known as colly 
birds. The song 'Twelve days of Christmas' is 
usually sung as ... my true love sent to me, 
four calling birds... but the actual line is 'four 
colly birds'.  
 
 

The common abbreviation of Christmas to 
Xmas is derived from the Greek alphabet. X is 
letter Chi, which is the first letter of Christ's 
name in the Greek alphabet. 
 

In 1643, the British Parliament officially 
abolished the celebration of Christmas. 
 

In 1836, Alabama was the first state in the 
USA to declare Christmas a legal holiday and 
in 1907, Oklahoma became the last USA state 
to declare Christmas a legal holiday.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the day came when the risk it took to 
remain tight inside the bud was more 
painful than the risk it took to blossom. 

Women and cats will do as they 
please, and men and dogs should 

relax and get used to the idea. 

CHRISTMAS PRIZE QUIZ FOR ALL 
THE FAMILY 

It’s a Christmas Prize Quiz for all the family to 

join in and enter with some easy questions for 

the kids and slightly harder ones for the mums 

and dads - don’t worry though…. nothing too 

taxing! The first prize is a Tesco £30 gift 

voucher and will be awarded to the first all 

correct entry pulled out the hat after the 

closing date of the 20th December 2003. 

Answers can be posted or hand delivered to 

either 53 Pwll Road or 81 Pwll Road. So…get 

your thinking caps on and enter the quiz.   
 

1. What was Scrooge's first name? 
 

2. What Christmas Carol contains the line, 
"O tidings of comfort and joy"? 
 

3. Name the three reindeer whose names 
begin with a "D"? 
 

4. What one reindeer is never mentioned in 
"The Night Before Christmas"? 
 

5. Name the two reindeer whose name 
begins with a "C"? 
 

6. What were Frosty The Snowman's last 
words? 
 

7. On what street did a 
Santa Claus miracle 
occur? 
 

8. Counting Rudolph, 
how many reindeer are 
there? 
 

9. What is Frosty the Snowman's nose 
made of? 

 
10. Name the reindeer whose name begins 
with a "B"? 
 

11. How many times is the name of Santa 
Claus used in "The Night Before 
Christmas"? 
 

12. What do most elves wear on the tips of 
their shoes? 

 
(Many thanks to Tesco Extra, Trostre 
Park, Llanelli for sponsoring this 
competition.) 
  

 

 

 

COLLECTING 
 

I’ve met some lovely people 
As I’ve gone out on my “rounds”, 
Collecting money for the Army 

I’ve collected pounds and pounds. 
 
 
 
 

I’ve met folk who are happy, 
And some of who are sad. 

Most greet me with a cheery smile 
And they make my heart feel glad. 

 

I even met a lady 
Who wanted me to see 

Her spanking brand new “Dyson” 
She was so happy, to show me. 

 

Look how long the flex is, 
See how far it will go, 

As she went up all her stairs 
Her happy face aglow! 

 

People tell me all their troubles, 
Or share happiness with me. 

I see the new born babies 
New Grannies show to me. 

 
I came back home exhausted 
And my feet are Oh! So sore. 

My knuckles are so tender 
From knocking on those doors. 

 

I’m sitting here like a “zombie” 
And I ache in every bone, 

My feet are soaking in water, 
I refuse to even answer the phone. 

 

God bless those generous givers 
Who gave what they could afford. 
To help people who are homeless 

To help pay for their bed and board. 

 
So here is £100 for the treasurer, 

It was worth every corn on my toes 
To bring the money from PWLL 

From some loving and caring souls. 
 

(Poem supplied by Arleen Kerwood collecting on behalf of the 

Salvation Army ) 
 

What did baby corn say to mummy corn?  
Where's popcorn?  



COMPETITION RESULTS 
 

Here are the answers to the competitions in 
the second edition of The Bônau Cabbage 
Patch. Congratulations to the winners. 
 

Adult Quiz Answers: 
 
1 – Potato 2 - Dorchester 
3 – Goldfinger, Moonraker, Diamonds are 
      Forever 
4 – Julio Iglesias 5 – Barbados 
6 – Antartica 7 – 109mm 
8 – General Galtieri 9 – Alan & Chris Old 
10 – Kenya 
 

WINNER: No entries were received. 
 

11-16 Age Group Answers: 
 

11 – Sn  12 – Sept 7
th
 1940 

13 – Canberra 14 – John Logie Baird 
15 – They wore women’s clothes 
16 – Andorra 17 – Thrushes 
18 – Bill Gates 19 – Saturn 
20 – Gordon Brown 
 
WINNER: Becky Isaac (Home Farm)  

 

5-10 Age Group Answers: 
 

21 – Edinburgh 22 – Three  
23 – Bagheera 24 – 1939 
25 – Leveret 
 
JOINT WINNERS: 
Catrin Thomas (43a Pwll Road) 
Daniel Isaac (Home Farm) 
 

Under 5 Age Group: 
 

The competition for the under five’s you will 
recall, was a painting/drawing contest. The 
judge’s decision was that there were two 
entries of equal standard and therefore 
there were two winners of the prize – Katie 
Greenhill and Lauren Greenhill (both of 
Home Farm). We realise that a £5 gift 
voucher split two ways doesn’t really go 
very far nowadays so we have decided to 
award a £5 gift voucher to both the 
winners. Congratulations to you both. 

 
We are reproducing both the winning 
paintings here for you to appreciate the 
high standard of the competition and why 
the judges reached the decision they did. 
Unfortunately, because of the printing 
constraints placed upon us in producing a 

black and white magazine, the vibrant colours 
used by the contestants have been lost in the 
reproduction. 

 

                      
 

Above: Scarecrow  Above: Homefarm 
By Katie Greenhill  by Lauren Greenhill  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THE VALUE OF OLD AGE 

 
Remember, old folks are worth a fortune – with 
silver in their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in 
their kidneys and gas in their stomachs! 
 

I have become a little older since I saw you 
last and changes have come into my life. I am 
quite a frivolous old girl and see five 
gentlemen every day. 
 

As soon as I wake up, 
Will Power helps me 
out of bed; then I go to 
see John; next it is 
time for Mr Quaker 

who gives me my oats. They leave and Arthur 
Ritus shows up and stays for the rest of the 
day. He doesn’t stay in one place for very long 
and takes me from joint to joint. 
 

After a busy day I am ready for bed with 
Johnny Walker – what a life! Oh yes and I am 
flirting with Al Zymer too. 
 

The vicar came the other day and said at my 
age, I should be thinking of the hereafter. I told 
him, “Oh, I do!” No matter where I am. If I am 
in the lounge or upstairs; in the kitchen or 
basement, I ask myself, “NOW WHAT AM I 
HERE AFTER?” 
(Author unknown. Article submitted by D.A.Jones, 10 Stepney Road) 
 
 

What has 22 legs and 2 wings but cannot fly? ... 
A soccer  team.  
 
Why did the baker get an electric shock? ...  
Because he stood on a bun and a currant ran 
up his leg. 

MEMORIES OF WAR-TIME PWLL 
 
In 1936, my mother’s sister, Charlotte 
(Lottie) married Harry Davies of ‘Black 
Rock’, 111 Pwll Rd. 
 

His father was John Jared Davies, known 
locally as ‘Jared the Oil’ and a former 
choirmaster of Bethlehem Chapel.  His 
mother was Margaret. 
 

In 1939, they had a son, Lawrence.  In 
1940, Harry volunteered for military service.  
He was 40 years old, and didn’t have to go.  
However, as his contemporaries confirmed, 
he was a very patriotic man, and like many 
others thought the war would be over soon!  
Months later, Lottie and the baby moved to 
my grandmother’s house in town.  Every 
Friday night, Lottie, Lawrence and myself 
travelled to Pwll to ‘air’ the house.  We 
would return on Saturday to town. 
 

The villagers were very supportive.  Mr. 
Thomas (Y Dwr) would set the garden and 
keep an eye on the house.  Jack (Y Pant) 
would call on Friday evening with his horse 
and cart.  Sometimes he would bring a farm 
egg, along with other produce.  A great 
luxury in those days! 
 

We all enjoyed Betty Thomas joining us in 
the evenings.  We would play board 
games, make toast by the fire and 
occasionally toffee apples.  (Sticks were 
provided by ‘Thomas Y Dwr’ and a share of 
Mrs. Thomas’ sugar ration.  The apples 
were from Black Rock garden.) 
 
When Lawrence was of school age, Lottie 
brought him to Pwll every morning, as his 
father would have wanted him to go to Pwll 
School.  Mrs. Thomas would meet him after 
school and give him bread and jam, before 
putting him safely on the bus to be met by 
his mother in town. 
 

One Friday, we were met by the Air Raid 
Warden, who shocked us by saying it had 
been reported from the Gower that we were 
signaling at night!  On investigation, they 
discovered that the mirror over the 
sideboard was reflecting the moon!  Lottie 
was ordered to keep the ‘blackout’ down, 
but being a very stubborn lady (although 
only 4’9’’) she was adamant that the 

curtains at Black Rock remain open, to 
welcome Harry on his return.  The problem 
was solved by covering the mirror with 
newspaper every time we left. 
 

One Friday in 1945, 
we arrived to find the 
dreaded War Office 
letter.  My aunt was 
trembling as she 
opened it – the awful 
words began “The 
War Office 
regrets…’’.  I was 
given the letter to 
take to Mrs. Davies 
(next-door) and Mrs. 
Peregrine.  In no 

time the house was full of caring people, all 
offering help.  I was 8 years old and terrified.  
So this was the meaning of the war!  
Heartbreak! 
 

After the war, when Lottie and Lawrence 
returned reluctantly to Llanelly, she was 
contacted by Wilfred Wooler, the Glamorgan 
cricketer.  He sympathized and said he was on 
the same ship as Harry being sent to the Far 
East.  They became friends, but he was sad to 
say they were captured and sent to different 
POW camps. 
 

On searching the Internet for more 
information, my son discovered that Harry was 
actually Harry Lawrence, his father being John 
Jared gave him the nickname of ‘Harry Jared’. 
 

He is remembered on the Pwll roll of Honour 
as Harry J Davies, and I am sure he would be 
proud to be still known as ‘Harry Jared’.  His 
son Lawrence is now 64 years old and lives in 
New Zealand.  He has in recent years visited 
Pwll, and has described his visit to his father’s 
grave in Djakarta as very emotional. 
 

(Article submitted by Annette Bower, Penllech, Pwll)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holding on to anger is like holding on 
to a hot coal with the intent of 

throwing it at someone else; you are 
the one who gets burned. 



THE HUMOUR COLUMN 
 

Amusing things students have written in 
their exam papers. Here are a few 
examples:  

 

- The parts of speech are lungs and air.  
 

- The inhabitants of 
Moscow are called 
Mosquitoes.  
 

- A census taker is a man 
who goes from house to 
house increasing the 
population.  
 

- Water is composed of two gins. Oxygin 
and hydrogin.   Oxygin is pure gin. 
Hydrogin is gin and water.  
 

- (Define H2O and CO2.) H2O is hot water 
and CO2 is cold water.  
 

- The general direction of the Alps is 
straight up.  
 

- A city purifies its water supply by filtering the 
water then forcing it through an aviator.  
 

- Most of the houses in France are made of 
plaster of Paris.  
 

- The spinal column is a long bunch of 
bones.  
 

- The head sits on the top and you sit on 
the bottom.  
 

- One of the main causes of dust is janitors.  
 

- A scout obeys all to whom obedience is 
due and respects all duly constipated 
authorities.  
 

- To prevent head colds, use an agonizer to 
spray into the nose until it drips into the 
throat.  
 

- The four seasons are salt, pepper, 
mustard and vinegar.  
 

- The climate is hottest next to the Creator.  
 

- Syntax is all the money collected at the 
church from sinners.  
 

- The blood circulates through the body by 
flowing down one leg and up the other.  

 

 
 

 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 

Thank you once again for all your support during 
the year. Please come to the United Carol 
Service held at Libanus Chapel this year at 
10:30am on Sunday 7th December when 
members of Libanus, Bethlehem and Holy Trinity 
Church will take part. A special collection will be 
made for the work of Christian Aid during the 
service. Everyone is welcome – you don’t have to 
be a member. Traidcraft goods will be on sale 
and we have the usual wide range of Welsh, 
English and bi-lingual Christmas cards. Contact 
anyone at Libanus Chapel or please ring 01554-

758023. 
 

The main project of 
Christian Aid this year 
is to fight for ‘fair 
trading’ for the 

underprivileged 
countries of the third world. The purpose is to 
lobby the government through our MP’s and 
MEP’s to press for changes in the international 
trading laws. The campaign asks for your 
support, not monetary donations. For further 
information please contact the number above. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 
Members of both Libanus 
and Bethlehem chapels, 
together with families and 
friends, have been 
preparing shoeboxes full of 

gifts for poor children in East European Countries 
again this year. These boxes are the only 
Christmas present that these children will receive 
and several children connected with the chapels 
have shared their own small toys with these 
underprivileged children.In this country most of 
our children receive very many gifts at Christmas 
and this is an opportunity for us to understand 
what happens elsewhere and how fortunate we 
are. Thank you very much for all the gifts and 
monetary donations to enable us to send over 
100 boxes yet again this year. Watch Pwll Notes 
in the Llanelli Star to know the final number sent. 
To help, please contact Ann Jones through 
Libanus Chapel. 
 
 

"I never make predictions and I never 
will." (Paul Gascoigne) 

The 50-50-90 rule: 
 Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting 

something right, there's a 90% probability 
you'll get it wrong. 

THE MISSING LINK 

 

On Saturday 27th September some members 
of Pwll Action Committee attended a meeting 
held by Sandy Action Group. The meeting, 
chaired by Mr Ray Jones, was to discuss the 
re-routing of traffic off the main A484 onto an 
alternative route. Catherine Thomas AM, who 
incidentally arrived late because she was 
unable to cross the road due to the volume of 
traffic, also attended the meeting. 
 

In a recent press release, it was revealed that 
Carmarthenshire County Council approved a 
study to be conducted in an attempt to resolve 
the issue. Mr Ray Jones has drafted out his 
proposals for the ‘southern by-pass’ that was 
discussed in detail. This proposal has been 
submitted to Carmarthenshire County Council 
and Mr Jones is eagerly awaiting their reply. 
 

It was felt that if the public was to bare any 
effect on the decision to be made by the 
Council then Sandy, Pwll, Burry Port and 
Pembrey should act in unison and express 
their feelings on such an important issue – 
which will only get worse in the coming years. 

 
CHARITY DANCE SUCCESS!! 

 

 On Saturday 23rd August the Pwll Line 
Dancers held a charity line dance event at the 
Talbot Inn. The event raised an incredible 
£691 in aid of Epilepsy – Llanelli Branch. 
 

The line dancers would like to thank all those 
who generously donated towards the total as 
well as the Talbot Inn who supported them on 
the afternoon of the event. 
 

Well done everyone!! The effort is very much 
appreciated by all concerned. 
 

(What an effort! – Congratulations everyone. – Ed)      

 

MYRTLE HILL 
 

Carmarthen County Council are currently 
investigating the road surface condition of 
Myrtle Hill. This follows a letter of complain 
sent by Pwll Action Committee after an 
accident when a resident of Pwll fractured her 
ankle after a fall on the hill. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON 
 
 

SALESI FINAU  
THE GENTLE GIANT 

 
Salesi Finau was born in Neifu Vavau, Tonga on 
5th May 1973, and now lives in Pwll with his wife 
Karen and daughters Sela and Louisa.  In his 
spare time he likes to relax and spend time with 
his family. 
 

His rugby career began when he was 10 and his 
childhood ambition was to become a professional 
rugby player. He made his international debut for 
Tonga against 
Western Samoa in 
1997.  Salesi has 
been capped 18 
times for Tonga and 
has captained his 
country on 6 
occasions.  He left 
Tonga at the age of 
19, to play rugby 
league for the  
Canberra Raiders in 
Australia, where he 
met his wife Karen. 
He later played 
Rugby League for 
Warrington before moving down to South Wales 
and joined the Llanelli Scarlets in 1998 and is 
very popular with his fellow team mates and 
supporters. 
 

His parents still live in Tonga and he describes 
his dad Tevita, and Tim Shen (former Canberra 
Raiders Coach) as the biggest influences on his 
career. He admires Mal Meninga as a rugby 
player. 
 

The Apostolic Christian Fellowship plays a big 
part in the lives of the Finau family, where 
recently, during the Christening of their eldest 
daughter, Sela, Salesi recited the 23rd psalm in 
Welsh, much to the amazement of his Llanelli 
team mates!!! 
 

During the recent Rugby World Cup, Salesi kept 
a close eye on the progress of Tonga as he 
withdrew from international duties whilst Karen 
was expecting their second child, Louisa, born 
earlier this year.  
 

Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year 
Ta’u fo’ou fiefia mo Kilisimasi fiefia 

 
(Article submitted by Kate Messer) 

 

I try to ration myself. I only think about 
girls on days that begin with the letter T. 
Today, Tomorrow Thursday, Thighday, 

Thaturday and Thunday. 



LOVE LETTERS AT CHRISTMAS 
 
December 26 
Dearest...Today the postman delivered a 
partridge in a pear tree. What a wonderful 
thoughtful gift! I couldn't have been more 
surprised. 
With deepest Love and Devotion, Sara 
 

December 27 
Dearest…Today the postman brought your 
most wonderful gift. Just imagine - two turtle 
doves! I'm delighted at your very sweet gift. 
They are just adorable. I will have to get a 
cage for them. With deepest Love, Sara 
 

December 28 
My Dear…Oh! Your third gift arrived! You 
really went too far, I think. I don't deserve 
such generosity - three French hens. They are 
just lovely, but I must protest - you've been 
way too kind. Love, Sara 
 

December 29 
Dearest Bill…Today the postman delivered 
four calling birds. Now, really, they're quite 
nice, but now I have 10 birds and nowhere to 
put any more...so please, no more birds!! But, 
thanks. 
Affectionately, Sara 
 

December 30 
My Dearest Bill…What a surprise! Another 
present...and not a bird this time! Wow! Today 

the postman delivered five golden 
rings, one for each finger. You're 
just too extravagant. Frankly, all 
those birds squawking were 
beginning to get on my nerves, 

but the rings are wonderful...and so quiet!!  All 
my love, Sara 
 

December 31 
Bill…When I opened the door there were 
actually six geese a-laying on my front steps. 
So you're back to the birds again, huh? Those 
geese are huge! And it was bird poop that 
they were laying...complete with a large count 
of salmonella bacteria. Where will I ever keep 
them? The neighbours are complaining. The 
police came by with a formal complaint, and I 
can't sleep because of the racket. Please 
stop. NO MORE BIRDS!! Cordially, Sara 
 

January 1 
Bill…Happy New Year...to some people. It 
hasn't been so happy with me. What's with 
you and those dumb birds? Seven swans a-
swimming. What kind of practical joke is this? 
There's bird guano all over the house and 

they never stop squawking. I 
could not sleep all night and I'm a 
nervous wreck. You have gone 
too far, birdbrain. STOP 
SENDING BIRDS. NO MORE BIRDS!! GOT IT? 
Sincerely, Sara 
 

January 2 
William …I think I prefer the birds. What am I 
going to do with eight maids a-milking? It's not 
enough with all those birds and eight maids a-
milking, but they had to bring their cows. Have 
you ever smelled a yard full of cow patties? Their 
piles are all over the lawn, and I can't move in my 
own house. Leave me alone. NO MORE OF 
YOUR "GIFTS". Signed: Sara 
 

January 3 
Are you some kind of freak? Now there's nine 
ladies dancing...right in the smelly you-know-
what and tracking it all over my house. The way 
they've been bickering with the milk maids, I 
hesitate to even call them ladies. You'll get yours, 
buddy. Sara 
 

January 4 
What's with the ten lords a-leaping? I have 
threatened to break their legs so that they can 
never leap again. All 23 of the birds are dead. 
They've been trampled to death by the leapers, 
the dancers, and the cows. The cows are mooing 
all night having gotten diarrhoea. My living room 
is a sewer! I'm filing a complaint to the police 
about you! Signed: One who means it. 
 

January 5 
Now there are eleven pipers piping. 
And they never stop piping...except 
when they're chasing those maids or 
dancing girls. The cows are getting 
very upset and are sounding worse 
than the birds ever did. What am I 

going to do? There is a petition going around to 
evict me from the neighbourhood. I hope you're 
satisfied, you rotten, vicious swine. Your sworn 
enemy, Sara 
 

January 6 
This is to acknowledge your latest gift of twelve 
drummers drumming which you have seen fit to 
inflict on our client, Miss Sara Truelove. The 
damage, of course, was total. She was found 
beating her head against the wall to the beat of 
the twelve drums. If you should attempt to reach 
Miss Truelove at Happy Glen Sanatorium, the 
attendants have instructions to shoot you on 
sight.  
 
Cordially, Law Firm of Sue, Pillage, and Plunder 


