
EDITORIAL 
 

This edition of the Bonau 
Cabbage patch is number 
four – we have now 
completed a full year of 

publication and distribution of the 
magazine.  
 

We want to take this opportunity of 
thanking all the people who have worked 
so tirelessly and uncomplainingly to 
ensure the magazine is ready for 
distribution by the due date. We also want 
to thank all the people who have 
contributed letters and articles to the 
magazine - it really is what the magazine 
is all about and we are more than happy 
to publish the articles you have given us 
over the last 12 months. 
 

We also thank the advertisers without 
whose patronage the magazine would not 
have got passed the planning stage. We 
owe these people a huge debt and can 
only hope that the distribution of the 
magazine goes some way to show the 
appreciation and gratitude we owe them. 
Please, whenever possible show your 
appreciation by patronising the advertisers 
within the pages of this magazine. 
 

Finally, a big “thank you” to you, the 
villagers of Pwll, who have taken so 
warmly to the magazine. We will do our 
very best to ensure the magazine 
continues to grow from strength to 
strength and become one of the best 
magazines of its type in the locality. 
 

If there is a criticism we can make, it is 
about the number of entries we receive for 
the various competitions that we have run. 
None have been too arduous; some have 
been extremely simple. All have offered 
cash prizes. It is obvious that the 
population of Pwll are wealthy enough not 
to enter a simple competition where the 
£30 prize was won by an ex pat of Pwll 
living some 60 miles away from the 
village. So be it. The Christmas edition 
saw the last prize competition that the 
magazine will run – at least for the 
immediate future. - Ed 

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 
(This year it’s on March 21

st
) 

 

Mothering Sunday is the fourth Sunday of 
Lent. Although it's often called "Mothers Day" 
it has no connection with the American 
festival of that name. 
 

Traditionally, it was a day when children, 
mainly daughters, who 
had gone to work as 
domestic servants were 
given a day off to visit 
their mother and family.  
 

Today it is a day when 
children give presents, 
flowers, and home 
made cards to their 
mothers. 
 

History of Mothering Sunday 
 

Most Sundays in the year churchgoers in 
England and Wales worship at their nearest 
parish or "daughter church". 
 

Centuries ago it was considered important for 
people to return to their home or "mother" 
church once a year. So each year in the 
middle of Lent, everyone would visit their 
"mother" church, or the main church or 
Cathedral of the area. 
 

Inevitably the return to the "mother" church 
became an occasion for family reunions when 
children who were working away returned 
home. (It was quite common in those days for 
children to leave home for work once they 
were ten years old.) 
 

And most historians think that it was the 
return to the "Mother" church which led to the 
tradition of children, particularly those working 
as domestic servants, or as apprentices, 
being given the day off to visit their mother 
and family. 
 

As they walked along the country lanes, 
children would pick wild flowers or violets to 
take to church or give to their mother as a 
small gift. 
 
 

 
 
 

A meeting is an event at which the 

minutes are kept and the hours are lost. 

WARTIME AIRCRAFT CRASH IN 
PWLL 

 

In 1941 a Hawker Hurricane of the 316 
Polish ‘County of Wessex’ Squadron of 
the Royal Air Force developed engine 
trouble whilst returning to its base at 
Pembrey Aerodrome. 
 

It approached Llanelli flying low with a 
spluttering engine and trailing smoke. It 
came in low over Penyfan Park where 
young boys were playing cricket. One of 
the boys was Mervyn Lodwick (now living 
in Stepney Road, Pwll) who clearly 
remembers the aircraft passing low over 
Penyfan and then flying even lower over 
Llanelli town in the general direction of 
Pwll. 
 

The aircraft crashed near the present 
playing fields in Pwll after the tail of the 
plane collided with power lines and broke 
off. 
 

The pilot was Polish and survived the 
crash without serious injury. The pilot later 
said that prior to crashing he was going to 
attempt to land in a field but he saw 
children playing in the field. In an attempt 
to fly further he collided with the power 
lines. 
 

 
 

John Gower John, who was then an Air 
Raid Warden and living at 133 Pwll Road 
was the first on the scene. The pilot was 
cursing in a foreign language and in his 
temper was kicking the wreck in true John 
Cleese fashion! Because the pilot was 
uttering a foreign language John Gower 
John thought at first that he might have 
been a German. The markings on the 
plane and the flashes on the pilots uniform 
soon changed his mind. 
 

The aircraft was removed, the very same day, 
by the RAF Salvage Squad from Pembrey. 
 

A year later the pilot lost his life when he was 
shot down while flying a Spitfire in aerial 
combat. 

 
(Article submitted by Crwt-y-Diawl) 

 

 
 
 

SOME MONEY TRIVIA 
 

The pound note was just an IOU.  It promised 
to pay the bearer on demand a pound in 
weight of coinage.  Coinage was originally 
transacted in weights.  Often a mixture of 
coins did not weigh exactly a pound or half a 
pound, in fact they often had to split a coin to 
make the mixture of coins weigh exactly what 
was required.   
 

To make the splitting of a coin easier, certain 
coins where stamped with a cross.  This 
enabled a coin to be split easily in half or 
quarters.  This cross was likened to a star, the 
coins where soon nicknamed 'starlings', this 
word eventually evolved to what we now know 
as STERLING.   
 

English coins where split into four, each 
quarter was nicknamed a fourthing or fourling, 
this word eventually evolving into 
FARTHING.   
 

Many foreign coins had more elements to 
their stars and their coins where split into 
eighths, hence the term PIECES OF EIGHT.  
A lot of these coins were of Hispanic origin 
and the term associated with these coins 
developed in the American version of English 
which is where the Americans get the term 
'TWO BIT THIS' or 'TWO BIT THAT' from.   
 

Many people think the term 'wedge' is a 
recent slang term or relatively modern term. 
This is not the case.   When a coin was split 
into quarters or eighths the shape was of a 
wedge and this is where the term comes from. 
 

 
 
 

A lie never lives to be old. 



COLLIERS CHARITY 
QUIZ 

 

The Colliers Arms decided 
to raise money for a local 

charity by organising a Christmas Hamper 
Draw as well as hold the traditional 
Christmas Charity Quiz. Patrons were not 
only expected to purchase tickets for the 
hamper but they were also asked to 
donate some items that could be included 
in the hamper. Bottles of whiskey and 
wine, Christmas cake, Christmas 
puddings, mince pies, and various tins 
and packets were donated by the shedfull! 
The draw was held on the Sunday before 
Christmas and was won by Cyril Harries of 
Elgin Road.  
 

The following Sunday, Wynne Thomas of 
Pwll Road held his Christmas Quiz and 
raffle. The night was a huge success with 
a record number of teams entering. 
Wynne set his usual demanding and 
excellent questions to baffle the boffins of 
the night! The quiz finished as a dead heat 
between Doug Corbett’s team and Stuart 
Messer’s team. Congratulations to you 
both. The problem of deciding which team 
should have the honour of choosing the 
charity was solved by a bonus question. 
Doug’s team narrowly beat Stuart’s team 
with the correct answer. Doug’s team 
decided that the monies raised from the 
hamper draw as well as the money raised 
on the night (a staggering total of £371) 
should be donated to the local hospice. 
Various other prizes were drawn during 
the night. 
 

We think everyone will agree that the night 
was a huge success and we would like to 
thank Stan and Barbara for providing 
some of the prizes as well as providing an 
excellent buffet. A big thank you to all the 
people who were so generous in donating 
all the prizes for the hamper. An extra 
special thank you to Wynne for supplying 
some of the prizes and for organising yet 
another wonderful quiz. Thank you 
everyone! 
 

 
UP AND COMING YOUNGSTERS – 

JAMES HOWELLS 
 

James (living in 
Glacoed) who is 
now 16 years old 
started at Heol 
Goffa Special 
School when he 
was 5 years old. 
 

By the time he was 
nine he had started 
his skiing career 
and entered his 
very first Special 

Olympic 
competition just a year later when he was only 
10 years old. He has won an incredible 21 
medals across the range for skiing – gold (7), 
silver (8) and bronze (6). 
 

So far this year he has already won one gold 
and one silver medal in Pembrey Country 
Park and another gold and silver in West 
Midlands. 
 

In early March, James travels to Aviemore in 
Scotland to represent his country in a 
qualifying heat for the World Olympics. If he is 
successful there is every possibility that 
James will represent Britain in the 2005 
Special Olympics. 
 

James is a very versatile and athletic young 
man. As well as having his skiing medals he 
has also won 15 gold and 2 silver medals in 
the 200 meters, 400 metres and the long 
jump. James has also won 2 gold medals for 
gymnastics and two first trophies in the Welsh 
Amateur Gymnastics event in 2003. 
 

The village can take pride in his past 
successes and achievements. We wish him 
every success with his future ambitions 
particularly on his visit to Aviemore later this 
month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Alcohol and calculus don't mix. Never drink 

and derive. 

Always remember you are unique - just like 
everyone else. 

Don't let life discourage you; everyone 
who got where they are, had to begin 

where they were. 

THE ANSWERS ARE IN THE 
GENES 

 

Here we continue our walk through Pwll in 
1881. We are travelling in a easterly direction 
along Pwll Road. In the days of the census 
(1881) the houses didn’t have any numbers.  
(s = son: d = daughter) 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling - Killymaen Llwyd Farm.  
William Rees James / Head / 27 / Born-
Trelech, Carmarthen.  
Farmer of 160 Acres-employing 2 men.  
Annie James / wife / 24 / Born -Town 
Unknown, Pembroke.  
Margaret Mary James / D / 1year / Born-
Pembrey,  
Mary Tucker / Gen' Servant / Unmarried / 30 / 
Born-Bankyfelin, Carmarthen.  
Sarah Griffiths / General Servant / 16 / Born-
Pembrey. 
David Williams / Farm Servant / 17 / Born-
Trelech, Carmarthen.  
--------------------------------------------------  
Dwelling - Killymaen Llwyd.  
Mansel Rees / Head / 40 / Born-Pembrey, 
Carmarthen / Solicitor.  
Susan A. Rees / Wife / 41 / Born - Loughor, 
Glamorgan.  
Susan Rees / Niece / 4 / Born-Chelsea, 
Middlesex  
Llewellyn W. E. Bowen / Visitor / 44 / Married / 
Born-Swansea / Captain Merchant Service.  
William S. Thompson / Visitor / 39 / Married / 
Born-Swansea / Mechanical Engineer (E&M).  
Hannah Howells / Serv - Cook / 31 / 
Unmarried / Born-Ferryside, Carmarthen.  
Amelia Challingher / House Maid / 32 / 
Unmarried / Born - Llanelly  
Ellen John / Nursery Maid / 15 / Unmarried / 
Born-Pembrey,  
William Lewis / Butler / 25 / Unmarried / Born-
Llandilo, Carmarthen.  
Edwin Tailor / Coachman / 37 / Married / Born 
- Chittlehampton,Devon.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling - Uninhabited Baptist Chapel  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling  - (Pwll) Pool.  
William Owens / Head / 35 / Born –Kidwelly / 
Engine Driver.  
Margaret Owens / Wife / 32 / Born - Llanelli 
John Owens / S / 13 / Born-Pembrey / Scholar.  
William Owens / S / 10 / Born-Pembrey / 
Scholar.  
Mary Hannah Owens / D / 8 / Born - Pembrey / 
Scholar.  
Catherine Owens / D / 4 / Born-Pembrey / 

Scholar.  
Alfred Owens / S / 2 / Born-Pembrey / Scholar.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling - (Pwll) Pool  
John Rogers / Head / 35 / Born – Pembrey / Coal 
Miner.  
Elizabeth Rogers / Wife / 34 / Born - Pembrey.  
William Rogers / S / 13 / Born - as above / 
Scholar.  
Jane Rogers / D / 11 / Born-as above / Scholar.  
John Rogers / S / 9 / Born - as above / Scholar.  
Elizabeth Ann Rogers / D / 5 / Born - as above.  
Thomas Rogers / S / 3 / Born - as above.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling – (Pwll) Pool  
William Thomas / Head / 42 / Widow / Born –
Pembrey / Coal Miner.  
Margaret Thomas / D / 19 / Unmarried / Born-
Pembrey 
Ann Thomas / D / 13 / Born-Pembrey.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling – (Pwll) Pool  
William Thomas / Head / 74 / Widower / Born -
Llangenech,Carmarthen.  
Richard Thomas / S / 31 / Unmarried / Born – 
Pembrey / Coal Merchant.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling – (Pwll) Pool  
David Thomas / Head / 37 / Born – Pembrey / Coal 
Miner.  
Elizabeth Thomas / Wife / 36 / Llanelly,  
Margaret Thomas / D / 12 / Born – Pembrey / 
Scholar.  
Mary Thomas / D / 11 / Born - as above / Scholar.  
John Thomas / S / 7 / Born - as above / Scholar.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling – (Pwll) Pool  
John John / Head / 46 / Born-Pembrey / Coal 
Miner.  
Mary John / Wife / 49 / Llandovery,Carmarthen.  
David John / S / 18 / Unmarried / Born –Pembrey / 
Coal Miner.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
Dwelling – (Pwll) Pool  
John Williams / Head / 39 / Widower / Born-
Pembrey / Coal Miner.  
Betsy Williams / D / 14 / Born - Pembrey.  
William Williams / S / 12 / Born - as above / 
Scholar.  
John Williams / S / 9 / Born - as above / Scholar.  
Mary Hannah Williams / D / 7 / Born - as above / 
Scholar.  
William Gower / Father In law / 63 / Widower / 
Born-as above. Coal Miner.  
------------------------------------------------------- 
 

(Article by: Pwll Genealogy Fan) 
 



A WALK ON THE 
WILD SIDE 

 
The days are now 
lengthening and spring is 

just around the corner...so, don’t forget 
everyone that British Summer Time starts 
on 28th March and you have to turn the 
clocks forward by one hour. 
 

Over the winter months some interesting 
sightings have been reported. Around the 
fringes of the lakes, a very shy and 
secretive bird, the water rail, has been 
spotted. You will probably hear it before 
you see it, with it distinctive high pitched 
screech! 
 

On 21
st
 November, off the slip opposite 

the park, a seal was tucking into the local 
whiting stocks – not a fisherman’s friend! 
At the same location the following day was 
a superb view of a guillemot, just a few 
feet offshore! 

  

During a fishing 
expedition to the 
Wave (the Point) in 
mid December, Ieuan 
Thomas and I where 
totally startled by a 

huge erruption in the water just yards from 
the shore. What the heck was that we 
asked each other? Could it have been a 
shark or a monster from the deep? After 
the water settled we could just see a head  
sticking out of the water. It was just 
another seal! What tales we could have 
told around the village if one of us had 
hooked it! The big one that got away? 
 

Over the Christmas period 
and into early January an 
Australian Black Swan 
was patrolling the lakes. I 
wondered if it had come 
on a Qantas flight but realised it had 
probably come from The Wetlands Centre 
at Penclacwydd. 
 

Before Christmas and throughout January 
flocks of Brent Geese have been regularly 
seen on the sand bank nearest the 
railway. After several observations the 
geese appeared to be feeding on the 

green weed which is covering the sand. The 
highest count so far was 75 geese on January 
16th. Also, on the very same day, a very good 
view of another Auk – this time a Razorbill – 
rarely seen around this shore. 
 

As mentioned in my previous article, due to 
the very mild weather since Christmas, a 
Blackcap has been frequenting a garden in 
Elgin Road. 
 

During January I was told of Cabbage Whie 
Caterpillars on cauliflower plants in a nearby 
garden! Whatever next? Are we in for a bug 
infested year? 
 

 

THE GREAT ESCAPE 
 

One extraordinary story to end this edition of 
“Walk on the Wild Side” was something I 
witnessed on 30

th
 January.  

 

I was walking along the cycle track when I 
came across a swan standing directly 
between the railway lines! It then walked a 
little way and settled on the Llanelli bound 
track. I realised there was a train due at any 
minute. The train came and I witnessed it 
going over the swan! I thought the outcome 
was inevitable. To my absolute amazement, 
the swan just upped and slowly ambled away 
into the long grass nearby. A truly miraculous 
escape!  
 

Oh well! It’s time now to get those Wellingtons 
boots  on again ready for the summer edition. 
Let me know about any unusual sightings you 
might see around Pwll in the next few months. 
 

(Article by Jeff Williams) 
 
 

PWLL PARK 
 
We have heard that Carmarthenshire County 
Council is considering installing some 
lampposts in Pwll Park. 
 

We understand that the lighting will run from 
the new pavilion along the cinder track and 
along towards the area where the old pavilion 
once stood. 
 

Sounds good to us! 
 
 

 
 

 
COLEG SIR GÂR 

 
It’s Never Too Late to Learn 
 

Whatever your age, ambitions or interests, 
it’s never too late to sign up for a course. 
Whether you want to pursue a hobby or 
whether you have specific career goals in 
mind, we can help you at Coleg Sir Gâr. 
 

Have you ever thought of trying your hand 
at Cake Decoration, Indian Head 
Massage, Wood Turning, or even learning 
more about how to use your digital 
camera?  Then we’ve got a course for 
you.   
 

If you’re working full time but want a 
change of career, or if you want to up-date 
your qualifications to improve your job 
prospects then we have a variety of part 
time courses at both further and higher 
levels.  If you are looking for full time 
courses, you can chose from computing, 
sports therapy, engineering and health 
and social care.  These are just a 
selection of the type of courses on offer. 
 

Whether you want to improve your literacy 
and numeracy or want to follow a 
vocational or academic path such as A-
Levels and NVQs we want to help you 
achieve your goals.  We understand that 
every student is very individual.   
 

Why not give us a call and ask for a 
current prospectus or you may want to 
speak to us personally by coming along to 
an Open Evening.  This gives you the 
opportunity to meet staff and view the 
college.  We also have careers advisers 
on hand if you’re not quite sure where you 
should be heading in life. 
 

Our next Open Evening is being held on 
Wednesday the 3

rd
 of March from 6 PM 

until 8.30 PM.  We also have two more in 
the year being held on 6

th
 of May and 6

th
 

of July between the same times and you 
don’t need to make an appointment. 
 

Give us a call on 01554 748000 to help you 
get started. 

 
 

FRIENDS OF PWLL SCHOOL 
 

Once again Christmas was a successful time 
for Pwll School. This was mainly due to the 
large amount of raffle tickets which were sold 
for the Christmas draw. The children sold 
twice as many raffle tickets as they did the 
year before! So, well done to all the children 
and parents for helping us. Of course we wish 
to thank everyone who purchased tickets – 
we are extremely grateful. The hall was badly 
in need of window coverings as our old 
curtains were actually in tatters. With the help 
of you, the public, we have bought new blinds 
for the hall and headmasters office. 
 

We have eventually been accepted on the 
scheme ‘ Nestlé Box Tops for Education’, so 
we are collecting the tokens off Nestlé cereal 
boxes. For every token we collect Nestlé will 
exchange them for 10p. We are asking the 
public to help us collect as many of these 
tokens as possible. Maybe you could ask your 
friends/ relatives/workmates if they are willing 
to collect them for us. If you do wish to donate 
them to us you can either give them to a child 
who attends Pwll school or take them to Pwll 
Post Office where Susan will be only to glad 
to accept them for us. Thanks again for your 
support Sue. 
 

We wish to thank everyone for their continued 
support for our small but very special school. 
 

COLLIER’S CHARITY QUIZ WINNERS 
See page 3 for full report. 

 

 
 

Above: Doug Corbett’s and his winning team. 



PWLL SCHOOL 
 

Pwll School Visit 
 
 

 

Years 5 and 6 pupils from Pwll Primary 
School have just returned from a week’s 
visit to the Urdd Residential Centre at 
Llangrannog. The purpose of the visit is to 
enable the children to take part in a 
structured Welsh language programme as 
well as giving them an opportunity to 
experience the excellent range of outdoor 
activities offered by the centre. The visit is 
also incorporated into the school’s 
geography programme of study as they 
make comparisons with a contrasting 
locality from within Wales. Pupils also 
learn to become more organised and 
independent and quickly develop new 
social skills.  

 
The children take a rest after skiing. 

 
Activities included skiing, tobogganing, 
roller-blading, go-carting, orienteering, 
swimming, horse riding and many more.  
 

Headteacher Mr Roy James 
complimented the staff at the centre for 
their friendly, helpful and caring attitude. 
He added that the accommodation was of 
a high standard as was the food. Mr 
James also expressed his gratitude to Mr 
Wayne Thomas for organising the trip, 
and also to the other members of staff 
from school who accompanied the 
children during the week.   
 

Buodd ddisgyblion blynyddoedd 5 a 6 
Ysgol Gynradd y Pwll ar ymweliad yn 
ddiweddar i Ganolfan yr Urdd yn 

Llangrannog. Pwrpas yr ymweliad oedd  i roi 
cyfle i’r plant i gymryd rhan mewn cyfres o 
weithgareddau drwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg, ac i 
ddatblygu medrau yn ymwneud â’r awyr 
agored. Rhan bwysig arall o’r ymweliad oedd i 
ddatblygu eu sgiliau  daearyddiaeth drwy 
gymharu’r ddwy ardal. Hefyd, cafwyd 
cyfleoedd yn ystod yr wythnos i ddatblygu 
sgiliau cymdeithasol a phersonol.  
 

Cafodd y plant gyfle i sgio, gwibgartio, 
llafnrolio, go-cartio, cyfeirianu, nofio, 
marchogaeth ceffyl a llawer mwy. 
 

Canmolwyd staff y ganolfan gan bennaeth yr 
Ysgol, Mr Roy James, am eu hagwedd, 
cyfeillgarwch a’u cefnogaeth . Hefyd, teimlai 
Mr James bod safon y  llety a’r bwyd yn wych. 
Dangosai ei werthfawrogiad i drefnydd y 
wibdaith, Mr Wayne Thomas, ac i aelodau 
staff yr Ysgol a aeth gyda’r plant i’r  ganolfan 
am yr wythnos.  
                       

 
 
 
 
 
 

PWLL HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

 
The book about the 

history of Pwll is in its 
final stages of 

compilation. A small and 
dedicated group of local people have spent 

the last two years researching for the book. A 
tremendous amount of information has been 

gathered over this period. If there are any 
photographs you would like to be included 
especially of the old Pavilion and the Pwll 

carnivals with the Jazz Bands, please contact 
the secretary (01554-773015). 

 

Meetings are held every month. Look in the 
Pwll notes of the Llanelli Star for the venue 
and date. New members are welcome. 
Croeso. 

 
 

 
 

I had a terrible childhood. I'm 
probably the only guy in history 

who was once bitten by the Tooth 
Fairy. 

I have often regretted my speech, 
never my silence. 

 
 
APRIL 1st - ALL 

FOOL’S DAY 
 

The custom of playing 
practical jokes on 
friends was part of the 
celebrations in ancient 
Rome on March 25

th
 

(Hilaria) and in India on March 31
st
 (Huli). 

The timing seems related to the vernal 
equinox and the coming of spring  - a time 
when nature fools us with sudden 
changes between showers and sunshine. 
 

April Fool’s Day is thought to have 
originated in France. Before the use of the 
Georgian calendar, New Year’s 
celebration ended on April 1

st
. When New 

Years Day was changed to January 1
st
 the 

people who still celebrated it on April 1
st
 

were called April Fools. 
 

The first of April, some do say 
Is set apart for All Fool's Day; 
But why the people call it so 

Nor I, nor they themselves, do know, 
But on this day are people sent 
On purpose for pure merriment! 

 
 

 GARDENING  
 

Spring is a season of new life 
and rebirth. Gardeners are 

especially excited about this season as 
they anxiously await the annual ritual of 
digging into the fresh earth to plant new 
floral and plant life. 
 

Spring is the prime planting season 
because soil and air temperatures are 
usually above freezing. In addition, the 
spring sun is not as harsh as the summer 
sun, giving seedlings time to adjust to the 
stress of sunlight. 
 

Bedding plants are often planted in the 
spring. The bedding plant sector of the 
floriculture industry has increased in 
popularity over the past few years as more 
people realize how indispensable these 
plants are in landscaping homes and 

public buildings. Bedding plants provide 
plentiful and colourful blooms that are sure to 
add to the beauty of any landscape. 
 

Shopping for the right variety of bedding 
plants can be a thrilling adventure for 
experienced gardeners and novices alike if 
they know what to look for. The plants can be 
purchased at a variety of outlets and garden 
centres in the locality. With the proper care, 
even the inexpensive plants can thrive just as 
well as expensive varieties! Enjoy your 
gardening. 
 

The Pwll Gardening Club meets on the 1
st
 

Wednesday of every month at 7pm in the 
Community Centre. Everyone is welcome. 
 

 
 

BÔNAU UPDATE 
 

GRAVE OF THE UNKNOWN 
SOLDIER 

 

Remember Sgt J Thomas who 
died during the First World War 
and whose name does not 
appear on either the War 

Memorial or the Roll of Honour? 
 

As we understand it, Sgt J Thomas died at 
home after contracting pneumonia after going 
for a swim in the sea just off Pwll. 
 

We have written to Cadw for some 
information and help on how we go about 
having Sgt Thomas’ name inscribed on the 
War Memorial and adding his name to the 
Roll of Honour. 
 

We will keep you informed of futher progress 
in future editions of the magazine. 

(In the next issue we are hoping to update you on the 
missing pet cemetery stones of Cilymaenllwyd). 

 
 

TONGUE TWISTERS 
 

Eleven benevolent elephants. 
Pre-shrunk silk-shirt sale. 

Three short sword sheaths. 
An Argyle Gargoyle. 

Gobbling gargoyles gobbled gabbling goblins. 
I wish to wash my Irish wristwatch. 

Lovely lemon liniment. 



ST DAVID – 1st March 
 

Anyone studying Welsh 
place names could be 
forgiven for expecting 
the Welsh to be a very 
religious lot! Most of the 
place names that start 
with "Llan" refer to 
ancient Welsh saints, 
and there are many of 

these. Things change, however, over the 
course of a thousand years or so and 
despite the 19th century religious revivals, 
the average Welshman now goes to 
church about as often as the average 
Englishman, and that's not too often.   
 

As to the large number of Welsh saints 
D.H. Farmer, in The Oxford Dictionary of 
Saints, states "the Celtic countries had 
shown persistent tenacity to local tradition 
and had been less susceptible to Roman 
influence than England ... In their cult of 
saints, as in some other matters, Celtic 
traditions had developed somewhat 
differently than elsewhere in the West. ... 
In these countries the word (saint) had 
come to mean hardly more than pious 
church founder or learned ecclesiastic."   
 

By the 11th century, when there was a 
demand for written documentation, many 
ancient records had been long destroyed 
in countless Viking raids. The papacy was 
not able to discover sufficient detail of the 
lives and acts of the early Welsh saints 
and in many cases their only memorials 
are place names and 19th century 
"restorations" of tiny churches on land 
held sacred to their names by local 
communities for a thousand years or 
more.   
 

St. David is the only Welsh saint to be 
canonized and culted in the Western 
Church. St David was born c542 at 
Menevia (now St Davids, Pembrokeshire). 
He has been the patron saint of Wales 
since the 12th century, but very little is 
known about his life. He died in c601 after 
founding a monastery in the area of 
Pembrokeshire, which now bears his 
name, and living an austere life devoted to 

God. He is first to be found in an Irish 
Catalogue of Saints dating from around 730 
and by 800 his feast day was determined as 
March 1st.   
 

By the 9th century he had gained the name 
Aquaticus because he and the monks of his 
establishments were supposed to have drunk 
only water. His earliest “Life” appeared 
around 1090 and was composed by a son of 
Sulien, bishop of St. David's. The aim of this 
work was to promote the independence of the 
Welsh church. The Life tells us that St. David 
founded ten monasteries (including 
Glastonbury) and that the monks were 
vegetarian. Their regime included manual 
labour, study and worship.   
 

After a vision in his monastery in the Rhos 
Valley, he set out next day with two monks to 
Jerusalem to aid the Patriarch. While there his 
preaching converted anti-Christians. Legend 
says that once while he was preaching, a 
dove descended to his shoulder to show he 
had the blessings of the Spirit, and that the 
earth rose to lift him high above the people so 
that all could hear him. 
 

There are more than fifty Welsh churches 
dedicated to St. David and these are all in 
south Wales. The greatest concentration is in 
the southwest and D. Simon Evans makes the 
point that his cult seems to have spread 
eastwards along what remained of the Roman 
road system of Wales.  

 

St David’s flag is a yellow 
cross on a black 
background. St David is 
also the patron saint of 
doves. 

 
 

 
OUTS IN CRICKET 

(The 11 outs in cricket) 

 
Bowled   Caught 
Leg Before Wicket  Stumped 
Run Out    Handled ball 
Hit Wicket   Hit the ball twice 
Obstructing the field  Timed Out 
Retired out 

HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH 

 
In 2004 we 
celebrate the 
centenary of the 
church and we 

look forward to the Anniversary Service 
and lots of events. These are the events 
we have planned for the next few months. 
Future events will be published in the 
June edition of this magazine. 
March 5

th
  - A Social Evening with 

line dancing. Come 
along and join in or sit 
and watch. Tickets are 
only £2 and that 
includes refreshments. 

 

March 19
th

  - Jumble Sale 
 

May 9
th

  - Centenary Gift Day 
 

June 6
th

 - Trinity Sunday, our 
Centenary Personal 
Festival when the 
special preacher will be 
the Rt Rev Ivor Rees, 
former Bishop of St 
Davids. 

 

June 26
th

 - Summer Fete in the 
church grounds. 

 

When you think of the beginning of Holy 
Trinity Church, Pwll you might wonder 
how on earth it could last for 100 years. 
There were many obstacles to overcome. 
During the last 100 years there have been 
times when the church has had to face 
hard times, both in the world and within 
itself. They were met and overcome. So 
this year, we thank God for what He has 
given Holy Trinity Church, Pwll; people of 
faith and commitment during the last 100 
years. It will be a joyful time for us and we 
hope all of you will join us and share in 
the joy. 
 

Vicar – The Rev Canon G D Harries, BA 
(01554-832936) 
 
 
 
 

PWLL YOUTH CLUB 
Every: Monday & Thursday 6pm to 9pm 

 
At the club we have a number of activities, 
pool, darts, table tennis, badminton, uni-hoc, 
music and a tuck shop selling pop, crisp, 
sweets, toast, and toasties. 
 

We will have different workshops during the 
term including Art, Music, and multi-media, 
healthy eating, drugs & alcohol awareness 
delivered by trained members of staff.  
 

We will be involved in the summer activities 
project this year, which will include sailing at 
North Dock. 
 

We have a number of trips in the planning. 
They include coasteering at St David’s, Ice-
skating and an overnight camp at Brecon. 

 
 

MYRTLE HILL 
 

After an accident to a villager on Myrtle Hill 
the Pwll Action Committee decided to write to 
Carmarthenshire County Council to complain 
about the poor road surface of the hill. 
 

The Council immediately sent out one of their 
site inspectors who inspected and evaluated 
the condition of the road surface on the hill. 
 

The County Council intend to carry out 
patching work as required with the lane being 
included in the surface dressing programme 
of 2004. 
 

Two new gullies will also be constructed at 
the bottom of the hill to catch surface water 
before entering on to the main Pwll Road. 

 
 

 
CARMARTHENSHIRE SCHOOLS - 

TERM DATES 
 

Spring Term 2004: 
Starts: 5

th
 Jan  Ends: 2

nd
 April 

(Half Term: Mon 16
th
 Feb – Mon 23

rd
 Feb) 

 
Summer Term 2004: 

Starts: 19
th

 April  Ends: 19
th

 July 
(Half Term: Mon 31

st
 May – Fri 4

th
 June) 

 
 

A jury consists of twelve persons chosen 
to decide who has the best barrister. 



PWLL W.I. 20th 
ANNIVERSARY 

 
Pwll W.I. celebrated their 
20

th
 Anniversary in February 

this year. It’s the second attempt at 
forming a W.I. in the village with the 
current one going from strength to 
strength. Several of the ladies are founder 
members, but still enjoy meeting twice 
monthly. At present, one member is a 
serving Voluntary County Organiser, 
whilst another member has been the 
County Treasurer on the Executive 
Committee. Over the years, several 
members have served as Group Officers 
and on County Sub Committees. 
 

Members have had lots of fun over the 
past two decades, experiencing several 
new activities that many members had 
only dreamed of doing, and making new 
friends along the way. A variety of 
excellent speakers have been enjoyed, 
ranging from Aromatherapy to Local 
History. Activities include darts, 
badminton, croquet, tennis, bowls, golf, 
swimming, scrabble and “tip it” have been 
attempted and enjoyed by members, 
despite some initial trepidation on 
occasions! 
 

Members have had numerous 
opportunities to brush up on their drama 
skills, taking part in a group choir and 
providing sketches for group meetings. 
Pwll W.I. also “did radio” when several 
members were interviewed by Anita 
Morgan for her radio programme. Over the 
years, members of Pwll W.I. have enjoyed 
annual trips to the Cotswolds, Bath and 
Cardiff, and also enjoy their Christmas 
dinners held locally. 
 

As W.I. members, several of the ladies 
have taken advantage of the excellent 
facilities available in the W.I.’s own 
Denman College in Oxford, enjoying 
courses such as beret making, public 
speaking and calligraphy.  
 

To celebrate the 20
th

 Anniversary, 
members will be spending a weekend in 
London, where they will, not only as W.I. 

members, but also as good friends, remember 
the fun and frolics of the past 20 years, and 
look forward to the next 20 years. 

Pwll W.I. Programme 2004 
 

26
th

  January - Murder and mysteries of 
Agatha Christie. 

11
th

 February - 20
th

 Anniversary 
Celebration. 

28
th

 February  - Talk on Madagascar. 
24

th
 March - Landscape painting in 

watercolours. 
28

th
 April- Physiotherapy. 

12
th

 May - Charities Fayre. 
26

th
 May - Interior Design clinic. 

23
rd

 June - To be confirmed. 
22

nd
 September - Talk on Russia / Ty Hafan. 

27
th

 October - Cookery. 
24

th
 November - To be confirmed. 

 
Pwll W.I. is held every 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Wednesday 

of the month at Pwll Community Centre, 
starting at 7pm. 

 
“Why not come along and join us” 
 

 
 
 
 

STOP PRESS 
 

Forthcoming Charities Fayre Evening 
 
 After a successful evening held in the Pwll 
Community Centre in May 2003, it has been 
decided to hold another Charities Fayre 
evening hosted by Pwll W.I. Would any local 
organisations, interested in taking part please 
contact Anne Messer on 755665 or Heather 
Darby on 753522. This event will take place 
on Wednesday 12

th
 May 2004 commencing at 

7.00pm in the Pwll Community Centre. Tables 
are limited therefore an early response would 
be very much appreciated. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Dinner is ready when the smoke alarm 
goes off. 

Don't be afraid to go out on a limb; 
that’s where the best fruit is. 

MOBILE PHONES – SAFE DRIVING 
 

Making or receiving hand-held mobile 
phone calls while driving a car became an 
offence from 1 December 2003 with a £30 
fixed penalty or a fine of up to £1,000 if 
convicted in a court of law.  
  

Sending text messages 
while in control of a 
vehicle will also be an 
offence carrying the 
same penalties. Drivers 
will still be able to use 
car kits and hands-free 
kits.  

 

The penalties for drivers of goods or 
passenger-carrying vehicles range up to 
£2,500, while all drivers can still be 
prosecuted for the more serious crimes of 
careless and inconsiderate driving, 
dangerous driving or causing death by 
dangerous driving.  
 

If convicted of causing a death, a prison 
sentence will almost invariably be 
imposed if a phone was being used at the 
time.  
 

Defining Mobile 
Whether your vehicle is moving or 
stationary, if the engine is switched on it is 
classified as 'driving' under the new law. 
Even if you have pulled over to take a 
mobile phone call, if the engine is still 
running, you could be penalised.  
 

If you need to hold the phone at any point 
while using it, you will be contravening the 
law. A mobile phone needs to be securely 
held in a cradle mounted in the car to be 
classified as a 'hands-free' unit.  

 

Guidelines 
• Drivers will be able to use hand-

held phones when trapped in 
congested traffic, as long as the 
engine is switched off. This does 
not override the laws on 
dangerous parking or where 
drivers can stop.  

• Devices held in the hand for at 
least part of the phoning 
operation will be illegal – it will 

need to be fitted in some sort of 
cradle. This will also apply to 
transmission and display devices 
such as navigation units.  

• It will be legal to carry switched on 
hand-held phones in vehicles, and 
for the phone to receive data. It is 
only when the driver picks the phone 
up that an offence could be 
committed.  

• Driving without proper control of a 
vehicle will be strengthened to a £60 
fine and endorsement. Mobile phone 
users, even with the correct 
equipment, can still be prosecuted if 
they are driving irresponsibly. The 
law will cover other distractions, 
including eating, drinking and 
smoking.  

• Employers could face a 'cause or 
permit' offence if they require 
employees to break the law. 

 
 
 

THE DAFFODIL 
 

In 1629, the English botanist  
Parkinson called gardeners ignorant who 
called some daffodils narcissus, as "we all 
know that the Latin Narcissus, is Daffodil in 
English”. 
 

Parkinson   divided   daffodils   into two 
groups – Narcissus poeticus, which he 
called 'true daffodils', and Narcissus 
pseudonarcissus, which he called  'bastard 
daffodils'.  Narcissus pseudonarcissus, the 
bastard daffodil, was so called because the 
petals were longer than the cup. 
 

The old name for daffodil was 

'Affodyle'. The name Affodyle 

was believed to originate with 

the Old English  'Affo dyle', 

meaning "that which cometh early."  The  "D" 
in daffodil is believed to be derived from 
dropping the word  "bastard", leaving only the 
D in polite company, therefore, when spoken 
it was D Affodyle, which later became daffodil. 



BRITISH SUMMER TIME 
 

Daylight Saving Time, or 
Summer Time as it is known 

in Britain, was invented by William Willett 
(1857 - 1915), who was a London builder 
living in Petts Wood in Kent. In 1907 he 
circulated a pamphlet to many Members 
of Parliament, town councils, businesses 
and other organisations. He outlined that 
for nearly half the year the sun shines 
upon the land for several hours each day 
while we are asleep. The sun is rapidly 
nearing the horizon when we reach home 
from work, having already passed its 
western limit and before the day is over. 
 

His proposal was to improve health and 
happiness by advancing the clocks twenty 
minutes on each of four Sundays in April, 
and by reversing this idea by the same 
amount on four Sundays in September. 
He reckoned that it would not only 
improve health and Happiness but it would 
save the country £2 1/2 million pounds, 
that was also taking into account the loss 
of earnings to the producers of artificial 
light. 
 

Though the scheme was ridiculed and met 
with considerable opposition a Daylight 
Saving Bill was introduced in 1909, though 
it met with no success before war broke 
out. 
 

In April 1916, Daylight Saving Time was 
introduced as a wartime measure of 
economy, not only in Britain but, within a 
week or so, in nearly all countries, both 
allied and enemy. Sadly, William had died 
the previous year so never saw his idea 
put into effect. 
 

Most countries abandoned Daylight 
Saving Time after the war had finished, 
most reintroduced it eventually, and some 
even began to keep it throughout the year. 
 

In 1968 to 1971 Britain tried the 
experiment of keeping BST - to be called 
British Standard Time - throughout the 
year, largely for commercial reasons 
because Britain would then conform to the 
time kept by other European Countries. 
This was not good for the school children 

of Scotland as it meant they had to always go 
to School in the dark. The experiment was 
eventually abandoned in 1972 and since then 
Britain has kept GMT in winter and BST in 
summer. 

 

British Summer time starts 
on 28th March 2004 – 
remember to turn your 
clocks forward by 1 hour! 

 
 

PWLL SOCCER – TABLES 
(Soccer Report is on page 13) 

Division 1 

West End Utd 11 9 2 0 27 29 

Penllergaer 12 7 3 2 3 24 

Felinfoel 11 7 2 2 15 23 

Johnstown 14 6 3 5 10 21 

Abergwili 13 5 4 4 3 19 

Drefach 11 5 3 3 8 18 

Loughor 16 4 5 7 -13 17 

Pontlliw 13 4 3 6 3 15 

Kidwelly 13 5 1 7 2 15 

Pwll 12 4 3 5 -6 15 

 Llansteffan 14 3 1 10 -29 9 

Garden Village 14 2 2 10 -23 8 

 

 
Reserve Division 1 

Seaside 14 13 0 1 56 39 

Llanelli Steel 14 10 1 3 26 30 

Trostre 15 9 1 5 18 28 

Camford 13 9 0 4 17 27 

Dafen 12 8 1 3 27 25 

Garden Village 13 6 2 5 2 20 

Pontarddulais 13 5 1 7 -1 16 

Gorseinon 13 5 1 7 -2 15 

Bwlch 15 3 3 9 -30 12 

Evans & Williams 13 3 2 8 -20 11 

Pwll 13 2 2 9 -28 8 

Penyfan 12 0 0 12 -65 0 

 

PWLL SOCCER 
 

A season that could have 
promised so much has 
turned out to be a mediocre 
affair. A combination of 
unavailable players and 

indifferent performances has seen the 
First Team seen their promotion hopes 
diminish and looking over their shoulders 
at the teams below them.   
 

The reserve team have had to make do 
with whatever players are left available on 
a Saturday and will now hope for an 
upturn in fortunes to avoid relegation.  
 

On a brighter note, a series of consecutive 
wins could still see the first team push for 
a promotion place whilst the reserve team 
have the quality, with a full side, to pull 
themselves out of trouble. 
 

On the cup front, the First Team are still in 
the Senior Cup while the Reserve Team 
have reached the quarter-finals of the 
Darch Cup. 

(League Tables are shown on Page 12) 

 
 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 

We had an United Carol Service on the 7th 
December 2003 held at Libanus Chapel with 
members of Libanus, Bethlehem and Holy 
Trinity taking part.  The collection exceeded 
£275.  The Tradecraft Stall was very 
successful and the Christmas Cards sold 
out.  Diolch o galon am eich cefnogaeth a’ch 
haelioni.  Thank you very much for your 
generous support.   
 
Mae Wythnos Cymorth Cristnogol o hyd yr 
ail wythnos o fis Mai/Christian Aid Week is 
always the second week of May.  There is an 
United Service on the Monday which is held 
in Libanus, Bethlehem and Holy Trinity 
Church alternately.  This year the service will 
be in Holy Trinity. 
 
Yn ystod yr Wythnos mae casgliad o dy-i-dy 
/during the week there is a house-to-house 
collection. 
 

Please give our Collectors your usual warm 
welcome.  Your gifts are much appreciated.   
Mae Cymorth Cristnogol yn gweithio gydol y 
flwyddyn, wrth wrando ar drueiniaid y byd a 
dysgu am yr hyn sy’n achosi eu tlodi; wrth 
ariannu projectau a ddaw a chymorth hir-dymor 
yddynt ac hefyd i ymateb ar unwaith i roi cymorth 
mewn argyfyngau mawrion. 
Rhan o’i gwaith yw ymgyrchu i geisio newid 
problemau sylfaenol sy’n achosi amgylchiadau 
dybryd fel dyledion a masnach anheg. 
 
Christian Aid works all year round to listen to 
poor people and learn what causes their poverty.  
It funds projects which bring long-term benefits 
to them and restores their self-respect. Christian 
Aid works with Partners who are already working 
in the area to alleviate suffering.  It gives aid 
promptly when large-scale emergencies occur.  
It campaigns to change underlying causes of 
poverty.  Last year we had an extremely good 
response to the Fair Trading Campaign where 
villagers have made written pledges to work for 
change in The International Trade Rules.  We 
have the support of our M.P. Mr Denzil Davies 
and we have had a reply from the Trade 
Department and their Minister, Mrs. Patricia 
Hewitt M.P. stating that they are most concerned 
and this will be a matter for discussion on their 
Agenda.        
 
Fe allwch chwi helpu wneud y byd yn decach 
byd. /  You too can help make the world a fairer 
place. 
If you would like to know more please contact a 
committee member or ring 758023 

 
SOME FAMOUS HORSES 

 

Lamri - King Arthur 
Vic - Lt Col Custer 
Blackie - Chief Sitting Bull 
Kantaka - Buddha 
Hippocampus - Neptune 
Trigger - Roy Rogers 
Marengo - Napoleon 
Bucephalus - Alexander the Great 
Magnolia - George Washington 
Fubuki - Emperor Hirohito 
Strymon - Xerxes 
Silver - Lone Ranger 
Black Bess - Dick Turpin 
Haizum - Archangel Gabriel 
Arion - Hercules 
Copenhagen - Wellington 
Shadowfax - Gandalf 
Rosinante - Don Quixote 



CAPEL 
BETHLEHEM 

CHAPEL 
 
 

Oedfaon y Sul am 3.30p.m. Oedfa Gymun 
Sul cyntaf y mis. 
Cyfarfodydd Pregethu Sul diwethaf Ebrill a 
Hydref am 10.30 a.m. a 3.30p.m. Libanus 
yn uno drwy’r dydd. 
 

2004 
 

Sul y Pasg ym Methlehem am 10.30a.m. a 
3.30p.m. a Libanus yn uno. 

 

Y Sulgwyn yn Libanus am 10a.m. a 
5.00p.m. 

 

Suliau Awst 1af a’r pedwerydd ym 
Methlehem am 3.30p.m. 
Ail a’r trydydd yn Libanus am 10a.m. 

 

Sul diwethaf Awst oedfa yn Libanus am 
10a.m. ac oedfa ym Methlehem am 
3.30p.m. 
  
 Croeso cynnes i’r Oedfaon / a warm 
welcome to the Services. 
Y Gweinidog/Minister Y Parchg Carys 
Awen Jones B.Th. Rhif ffon 771252. 

 
 

CAPEL  
LIBANUS  
CHAPEL 

 
Oedfaon y Sul am 10am ac Ysgol Sul i 
blant  
ac oedolion yn dilyn. 
Un Oedfa Gymun mis. 
 

2004 
29 Chwefror  - Cwrdd Plant.  

Cwpaned o de yn dilyn. 
Cyfarfodydd Pregethu - 10am a 5pm 

 

21 Mawrth Y Parch Eifion Roberts,  
Y Triniti, Llanelli. 

12 Medi    Y Parch Dewi Myrddin 
Hughes, BA.,BD. 
Ysgrifennydd Undeb yr 
Annibynwyr  
Bethlehem yn uno 
drwy’r dydd. 

09 Ebrill  Gwener y Groglith – 

Cymun am 10am 
13 Mehefin Cwrdd Plant. 

Cwpaned o de yn dilyn. 

Suliau Awst: 1af (Cymun) a’r 4ydd ym 
Methlehem  
Un Oedfa am 3.30pm. 

  Ail a’r 3ydd (Cymun)yn 
Libanus  

Un Oedfa am 10am. 
  5ed  -  Libanus 10am.  

Bethlehem 
3.30pm. 

     

Cynhelir Cyfarfodydd arbennig:- 
 
Cwrdd y Plant ar Gwyl Dewi;  Ganol haf;   
Diolchgarwch a’r Nadolig. 
Sul Y Dynion      - 28 Mawrth 2004 
Sul y Chwiorydd - 02 Mai 2004 
 

Gweithgareddau’r flwyddyn:- 
 
Cymdeithas Ddiwylliadol  -  Pob pythefnos  
am 7 o’r gloch rhwng mis Medi ac Ebrill. 
Dosbarth Llenyddiaeth       -  Pob nos Fercher 
am 7 o’r gloch am 20 wythnos. 
Pwyllgor Cymorth Cristnogol yn cwrdd yn y 
Festri. 
 

Estynnwn groeso cynnes i chwi i ymuno yn  
yr oedfaon a’r gweithgareddau. 
Mae Taflen o oedfaon y flwyddyn ar gael a  
gwybodaeth yn wythnosol in Nodiadau’r  
Pwll yn y Llanelli Star. 
 

Y Gweinidog:  Y Parchg Carys Awen jones, B.Th.    

Rhif ffon:  771252 
 
 
 

SCORING CONKERS 
 
As every schoolboy knows, conker players 
alternate striking their opponent’s conker; 
each player receives three shots at a time. 
The game ends when one of the conkers is 
smashed. A conker is scored by the number 
of other conkers it has demolished. A new 
conker is always a “one-er” – and it’s score 
increases by adding the score of it’s defeated 
opponents. For example, if a “one-er” 
smashes a “six-er” it then becomes a “seven-
er”; and so on. 

 

RECREATIONAL 
COMMITTEE 
 

New Pavilion Open for Business 
 
The new pavilion was planned to offer 
much more than the old one that has now 
at last been cleared away. The committee 
have a number of ideas in the pipeline. 
For example the café is being prepared for 
a spring opening. This will be a resource 
for the local community and for the 
thousands who use the nearby cycle path. 
All revenue will be reinvested in 
developing sport and recreation in the 
village.  
And we are very interested in hearing your 
views. This spring will see a series of 
events designed to open the new pavilion 
to the community and we are keen that as 
many people as possible use the facilities. 
The community space above the café is 
an ideal venue for meetings and activities. 
Thanks to a donation from the Marriott 
Hotel the task of furnishing this space is 
well underway. The space is available for 
hire by anyone and further details can be 
obtained from Stuart Tel: 776653 and 
Brian Tel: 771013. 
Dates for the diary 

• Pavilion Open Day, 4.00 – 7.00 
p.m. Friday 2

nd
 April 2004  - 

Come and see the facilities for 
yourselves! 

• Official opening April 2004 (date 
to be confirmed) 

• Café open March 2004 

• Pwll Recreation Ground 
Development Committee Annual 
General Meeting. 7.00 p.m. Fiday 
2

nd
 April 2004, Pwll Pavilion. All 

welcome – new committee 
members wanted. 

 
 

ELGIN ROAD 
 
Following a request by residents, the Pwll 
Action Committee held a public meeting 
on February 10

th
 for the residents of Elgin 

Road, Stradey Hill, School Road, 

Penllech, Thomas Terrace, Ael-y-Bryn, Tyle 
Catherine and Myrtle Hill to discuss the traffic 
related problems associated with Elgin Road. 
 

The Committee needed to know the general 
feelings of the residents so that a letter could 
be sent to Carmarthenshire County Council 
concerning the situation. 
 

The consensus of opinion was that 
Carmarthen County Council should consider 
all or some the following main possible 
courses of actions: 
 

Resident Parking Only 
Making Elgin Road a one-way system 

Double Yellow Lines 
Speed Humps 
“Access Only” 

A reduced speed limit. 
The road surface condition 

 

 
 
 

COMPETION RESULTS 
 

Here are the answers to the Christmas quiz: 
 

  1 – Ebenezer  
  2 – God Rest ye Merry Gentle Men 
  3 – Dasher, Dancer, Donner 
  4 – Rudolf    5 – Comet, Cupid 
  6 – I’ll be back    7 – 54

th
 Street 

  8 – Nine     9 – Button 
10 – Blitzen  11 – Never 
12 - Bells 
 

Catrin Thomas of 43a Pwll Road won the 
prize of £30 Tesco shopping vouchers. 
Congratulations Catrin.  

 
 

 
 

Catrin Thomas with her brother Elis 
 

I am not a perfectionist, though my 
parents were. 



MONSTER BEANS! 
 

 
 

Now that Spring is in the air the growing 
season is upon us once again. We 
wondered if anyone has grown broad 
beans similar to the ones in the picture 
above? They are, believe it or not, 
approximately 6ft in height! The grower of 
these beans does not live very far from 
Pwll and wishes to remain anonymous. 

(Jack and the Bean Stalk perhaps!) 

 
 
 
  

 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
G'day! to all at the Pwll Action 
Committee. It is wonderful to 

receive the Bônau Cabbage Patch by mail 
from our sister in Pwll. Keep up the good 
work.  It is so nice to receive information 
about our home town. We have been in 
Perth, Western Australia  since 1969. 
Maisie & Russell Evans (by e-mail) 

 

 

Hi Peter - another super edition - I 
particularly liked the 'Answers are in the 
Genes' article. I may well steal your 
idea!!   I also found, some months back 
whilst ferreting through the Records Office 
in Taunton, an article from an edition of 
the Taunton Courier, a weekly paper in 
1868, that someone had been sent to 
prison for five days for throwing a stick at 
a railway locomotive!!  David Blunkett, 
please note!   
Best Wishes for the New Year, 
Brian Holmes, Devon. (by e-mail) 

 
PWLL CRICKET CLUB 

 
Here are the Batting and Bowling 
figures for the 2003 season. 
 

Ist Team Batting Averages 

Name: In
n
s
 

R
n
s
 

N
-O

 

H
-S

 

A
v
e
 

J Dawes 15.0 771 2 150* 59.30 

P Holding 15.0 540 1 122 38.57 

D Williams 16.0 417 3 104* 32.07 

L Bonnell 15.0 402 0 71 26.80 

G Griffiths 7.0 65 4 26* 21.66 

D Bonnell 13.0 235 2 57 21.36 

S Phillips 4.0 81 0 45 20.25 

G Choudry 2.0 15 1 10* 15.00 

A Bonnell 12.0 105 4 25* 13.25 

J Watson 12.0 111 3 29 12.33 

D Richards 10.0 63 1 40 7.00 

R John 7.0 28 3 11 7.00 

N Davies 5.0 9 2 7* 3.00 

H Thomas 3.0 6 0 1 2.00 

* Denotes Not Out 

 

1st Team Bowling Averages 

Name: 

O
v
rs

 

M
a
id

 

R
u
n
s
 

W
k
ts

 

A
v
e
 

D Richards 109.4 27 281 24 11.7 

L Bonnell 138.4 24 432 28 15.42 

G Griffiths 118.1 21 414 26 15.92 

R John 148.4 28 458 28 16.35 

J Dawes 79 15 259 11 23.54 

P Holding 40 9 97 4 24.25 

D Bonnell 36 5 126 3 42 

S Phillips 13 0 54 0 ~ 

 
Good luck for the 2004 season boys! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Could it be that the people who have nothing 
to say are the ones we should listen to? 

There is a great difference between 
knowing and understanding - you can 
know a lot about something and not 

really understand it. 

NEW BUS SHELTER FOR PWLL 
CHILDREN 

 
    Carmarthenshire County Council have 

agreed to install a new bus shelter close to 
the Talbot Inn for westward bound buses. 
Delivery and erection of the shelter is 
planned for May 2004. Pupils attending 
Glanymor School should now have 
somewhere to shelter on rainy days. The 
Pwll Action Committee campaigned for this 
bus shelter quite some time ago and they 
are pleased that the Council have 
eventually responded positively. 

 
 

DROPPED KERBS IN PWLL FOR 
EASY WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 

 
    Following a comment by a Pwll resident 

concerning the difficulty of using a 
wheelchair along Pwll Road the Action 
Committee wrote to Carmarthenshire 
County Council concerning the problem.  

 

  The Council have recently completed a 
programme of installing dropped kerbs 
between Coleg Sir Gar in the east to 
MaesyrHaf in the west. 

 

 
 

A WALK AROUND EVEREST! 
 
 

Last 
year, 

Adrienne 

Bedington of Elgin Rd discovered that she 
had a congenital heart defect.  Because of 
this she has decided to raise money for the 
British Heart Foundation by trekking through 
the Everest wilderness. This very 
challenging trek will be made even harder 
for Adrienne as walking up hills leaves her 
very breathless, but she is determined to 
succeed. 

 

Adrienne is asking for your help by donating any 
unwanted Christmas gifts that you may have - 
these will the be sold and the proceeds donated 
to the British Heart Foundation. 
 
Heart and circulatory disease is the biggest 
killer in the UK and 5,000 babies are born each 
year with heart problems.  
 

PLEASE HELP - you can take your gifts to the 
local collection point at the Pwll Community 
Education Centre or by phoning Adrienne on 
01554 749504. 
 

If you can help in any other way, Adrienne 
would be happy to hear from you.   
 

Good luck with the walk Adrienne and come on folks! – let’s 
help her by donating all those unwanted Christmas gifts. (Ed) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DUST 
 

Dust if you must….but would it be better 
To paint a picture or write a letter? 

Bake a cake, or plant a seed? 
Ponder the difference between want and need. 

 
Dust if you must…but there is not much time, 
With rivers to swim and mountains to climb! 

Music to hear and book to read; 
Friends to cherish and life to lead. 

 
Dust if you must…but the world’s out there 
With the sun in your eyes, wind in your hair; 

A flutter of snow, a shower of rain; 
This day will not come round again. 

 
Dust if you must…but bear in mind, 
Old age will come and it’s not kind. 
And when you go, and go you must, 
You, yourself, will make more dust. 

 
(Remember, a house becomes a home when 

you can write “I love you” on the furniture). 
 

(Poem submitted by a Pwll Resident) 
 

 

Always do sober what you said you'd do 
drunk. That will teach you to  keep your 

mouth shut. 

Criticism is prejudice made plausible 



SPOTLIGHT ON: 
REVEREND CARYS AWEN 

JONES B.Th. 
 

 

This versatile lady was born in 
Carmarthen and graduated in Bangor 
University with honours in theology. Carys 
Awen comes from a musical family and is 
related to the Methodist hymn writer J T 
Rees. She currently lives in Felinfoel Road 
with her husband, David and has two sons 
Mark and Simon. 
 

Her mother, Mrs Elin Rees, originally from 
Cwmgwili, Crosshands is an organist and 
elder of Bethania Methodist Chapel, 
Carmarthen. Her late father, Byron Rees 
came from Pontarddulais and was a 
regular member of Capel Y Babell. Her 
brother, Dr Dulais Rhys lives in 
Carmarthen and works as a professional 
musician. 
 

Carys Awen was 
ordained as a 
Minister of Religion 
in Pwll on 25

th
 July 

2001 and shortly 
afterwards became 
the minister for 
Bethlehem and 
Libanus in Pwll and 
Bethania, Morfa. 

She has been instrumental in introducing 
an English service every Sunday at 
11:30am in Bethania, Morfa. As from 18

th
 

April she intends to introduce a bi-lingual 
service with an English sermon every third 
Sunday in the month at 3:30pm in 
Bethlehem Chapel, Pwll. 
 

Before becoming a minister Carys Awen 
spent years ‘treading the boards’ in 
theatre and Welsh television under her 
stage name of Carys Rhys Jones. She 
has appeared in Pobl-y-Cwm, Glan 
Hafren, Pris y Farchnad. She also worked 
as an actress at The Arts Centre, 
Aberystwyth appearing in Annie and The 
Sound of Music. Her acting career took 
her to Europe, America and Ireland. 
 
 

As a singer she performed many ‘One 
Woman Shows’ raising money for various 
charities. She used to have two weekly radio 
programmes on Radio Ceredigion and also 
broadcasted for BBC Radio Wales, S4C and 
HTV. Carys Awen has read many short 
stories for the BBC and has voiced TV 
adverts for S4C. 
 

Carys Awen is pleased to return to the area 
that she used to visit on the bus and train with 
her grandmother during her childhood years, 
although she admits the town has changed a 
‘little’ since then. She feels the local people 
have welcomed her with open arms and is 
very eager to introduce the concept of 
interdenominational worshiping in the name of 
Jesus Christ. She likes to use her past 
experience as a singer and actress in order to 
spread the word of Jesus Christ across 
Llanelli and the surrounding villages.   
 

Her outside interests include reading, 
swimming and walking with her dog, Sandy, 
who was rescued by Carys Awen from the 
local dogs home. 
 

Carys Awen would like to thank the people of 
Pwll for giving her the opportunity to become 
a minister in their midst. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

BETHLEHEM CHAPEL, 
Pwll 

 

Is to hold a bi-lingual 
service with an ENGLISH 

sermon every third Sunday 
in the month commencing 

Sunday 18
th
 April  

at 3:30 pm. 
 

Everyone welcome,  
 

Young and Old 

THE HUMOUR 
PAGE 

 
 

After every flight, 
pilots fill out a form 
called a gripe sheet, 
which conveys to the 

mechanics problems encountered with the 
aircraft during the flight that need repair or 
correction. The mechanics read and 
correct the problem, and then respond in 
writing on the lower half of the form what 
remedial action was taken, and the pilot 
reviews the gripe sheets before the next 
flight. 
 

Never let it be said that ground crews and 
engineers lack a sense of humour! 
 

Here are some actual logged maintenance 
complaints and problems as submitted by 
Qantas pilots and the solution recorded by 
maintenance engineers.  
 

(P = the problem logged by the pilot.) 
(S = the solution and action taken by the 
engineers.) 
 

 
P: Left inside main tyre almost needs       
replacement. 
S: Almost replaced left inside main tyre. 
 

P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very 
rough. 
S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft. 
 

P: Something loose in cockpit. 
S: Something tightened in cockpit. 
 
P: Dead bugs on windshield. 
S: Live bugs on back-order. 
 

P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode 
produces a 200 feet per minute descent. 
S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 
 

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing 
gear. 
S: Evidence removed. 
 

P: DME volume unbelievably loud. 
S: DME volume set to more believable 
level. 
 

 
 

P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick. 
S: That's what they're there for. 
 

P: IFF inoperative. 
S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 
 

P: Suspected crack in windshield. 
S: Suspect you're right. 
 

P: Number 3 engine missing. 
S: Engine found on right wing after brief 
search. 
 

P: Aircraft handles funny. 
S: Aircraft warned to straighten up, fly right, 
and be serious. 
 

P: Target radar hums. 
S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics. 
 

P Mouse in cockpit. 
S: Cat installed. 
 

P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. 
Sounds like a midget pounding 
on something with a hammer. 
S: Took hammer away from midget. 
 
(I believe Qantas is the only major airline never to have had 
a fatal accident – Ed 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE HUMBLE METRE 
 

Since 1983, the metre has been defined 
internationally as the length of the path 
travelled by light in a vacuum during 
1/299,792,458

th
 of a second. Importantly, a 

second is in turn defined as the duration of 
9,192,631,770 periods of the radiation 
corresponding to the transition between the 
two hyperfine levels of the ground state of the 
caesium– 133 atom. 
 

Not a lot of people know that! 
 

(And I always thought a metre was just over a yard! 
– Ed) 

 
 

 
 
 

Better to remain silent and be 
thought a fool than to speak out and 

remove all doubt. 

 

After your hands become coated 
with grease, your nose will begin to 

itch. 


