
EDITORIAL 
 

A big thank you to all the 

people who so generously 
donated towards the Christmas Raffle. The 
draw was a big success. Congratulations to 
all the winners – we hope you enjoyed your 
prizes. A full list of the winners can be 
found on page 39. 
 

This is edition 20 of the magazine. We 
hope you enjoy it. - Ed 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
 

We would like to welcome our new 

sponsors to the magazine and hope that 
our association will be a long and enjoyable 
one.  
 

We would also like to express our thanks 
and gratitude to all our sponsors without 
whose generous contributions this edition 
of the magazine would not have been 
possible. 
 

We ask our readers to patronise our 
sponsors whenever possible and please 
mention the Bônau Cabbage Patch when 
you make your purchases.  

 
 

BÔNAU DEADLINES 
 

The deadline for the summer edition of 

The Bônau Cabbage Patch is 25
th

 April for 
your articles or reports or 20

th
 April for any 

amendments to your advert. 
 

 
CONTACTING US 

 

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or 

The Pwll Action Committee please call 
755665 or 755260 or 777420 or drop your 
articles or reports through our letterboxes at 
43 or 53 or 81 Pwll Road or you can send 
us an e-mail at:  
 

thecabbagepatch@care2.com 
 

Any photographs we use are first scanned 
and then the originals are returned to their 
rightful owners so don’t be shy or fearful in 
sending us your photographs. It would be 
handy though if you wrote your name and 
address on the back of the photo (in pencil) 
or you attached one of those ‘post-it-notes’. 

 

 
DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY 
 

 
 

1
st
 March St David’s Day 

2
nd

   Mother’s Day 
5

th
   St Piran’s Day (page 2) 

10
th

  Commonwealth Day 
16

th
  Palm Sunday 

17
th

   St Patrick’s Day 
20

th
  First Day Spring 

20
th

   Maundy Thursday 
21

st
   Good Friday 

23
rd

  Easter Sunday 
24

th
   Easter Monday 

30
th

  Clocks + 1 hour 
 

1
st
 April  All Fools Day 

21
st
   Queen’s Birthday 

23
rd

  St George’s Day 
 

1
st
 May  May Day 

1
st
  Ascension Day 

5
th

  May Bank Holiday 
11

th
  Pentecost 

26
th

  Spring bank Holiday 

 
 
 
 

 
SUMMER IS ON THE 

WAY (Hopefully). 
 

Hoorah! Summer is coming! 

It’s just around the corner now. To help it 
get here just that little quicker don’t forget to 

turn your clocks FORWARD one hour on 
Sunday 30

th
 March. 

 

WYNNE’S XMAS COLLIER’S QUIZ 
 

Wynne’s Christmas Quiz in the Collier’s 

Arms raised a fantastic £500 for Pwll 
Primary School – the charity chosen by the 
winners of the quiz – “Carlos and the 
Jackals”. 
 

The money was made up of: the raffle 
proceeds of the Christmas Hamper 
presented by regulars of the Colliers Arms, 
the quiz entry fee, sale of tickets for 
Wynne’s Christmas Raffle, the sale of 
Stuart’s Hot and Spicy Eggs, a donation 
from Collier’s Arms 49’ers, and the raffle of 
a second Christmas Hamper which was 
donated by Keith John who originally won it 
in The Bônau Cabbage Christmas Draw. 
Rounding the winnings up to a nice round 
£500 a local gentleman that we gratefully 
thank.  
 

On the night Stan and Babs made us very 
welcome and provided their usual high 
class and tasty buffet. 
 

Everyone should be proud of the amount of 
money raised and congratulation to Wynne 
for a superb and challenging quiz. Wynne 
has raised an enormous amount of money 
over the years for various local charities 
and he is to be congratulated on his 
dedication and stamina in his fund raising 
efforts. 
 

 

 
ST PIRAN 

St Piran is the patron 

saint of Cornwall. He is 
the most famous of all 
the Irish saints who 

came to Cornwall and is said to have 
discovered tin. 
 

The flag of St Piran is the Cornish flag - 
white cross on a black background 
symbolising the discovery of tin by the saint 
as the white metal flowed from the black 
rock. 
 

Legend tells us that St.Piran sailed to 
Cornwall on a millstone. Originally, people 
who were jealous of his power to heal and 
work miracles had tied it around his neck. 
They then cast him into the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

As he was thrown off the cliff there was a 
bolt of lightning and a terrible crash of 
thunder, but as he reached the sea the 
storm suddenly abated, the sun came out 
and St.Piran could be seen seated 
peacefully on the millstone, which was now 
floating on the surface of the water. 
 

It bore him safely across to Cornwall and 
he landed between Newquay and 
Perranporth at Perran Beach, to which he 
gave his name. 
 

Piran built himself a small chapel in 
Penhale sands and his first disciples were 
said to be a badger, a fox and a bear. 
 

He lived a good and useful life, surviving to 
the ripe old age of 206  
 

 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL NATURE RESERVE 

 A new sluice gate has been installed at 

Pwll lagoon local nature reserve (just 
behind the Talbot Inn) to help control the 
water level. Because the water is too low 
the fen is drying out and this is threatening 
the high plant diversity, which relies on the 
wet conditions. Water levels will only be 
raised by a few inches to ensure the lagoon 
floor is kept wet at all times.  
 

Any other information please contact the 
Local Nature reserve Ranger on 01554 
772368  

 
 
 
 

 

If today is the first day of the rest of your 
life . . . what the hell was yesterday? 

A conscience is what hurts . . . when 
all your other parts feel so good 



PWLL COLLEGE 
 

By Ossie Evans 

 
Oh what a name 

for such a place, 
It brings back memories awful. 
When I was hit about my face, 

And often got a mouthful. 
 

Old ‘Tom Chat’ was then the Master, 
He’s buried now, and with his Master. 

Now Noel Jones and I one day, 
Into the garden, next door, did stray. 

 
When playtime was over and back in 

school, 
We sat in the back. It was so cool. 
Then in came ‘Tom’, stick in hand, 

“Oswald Evans, Noel Jones! Up do stand”! 
 

“Turn out your pockets boys!” he cried, 
I speak for myself - I nearly died. 

Out dropped the gooseberries on the floor. 
That lack was never done no more. 

 
Oh Noel bach, I am in pain, 

I’ll never do something like this again. 
‘Tom’ said to me, “Now you can’t sit down 

I want you and Noel to walk to town”. 
 

Having heard this, we gave such looks, 
We knew up to the station to get some 

books. 
“Go borrow Mary Anne Charles’ carriage 

bach, 
You’ll be halfway there in Erw Fach”. 

 
So off we went, we had to walk 

The best thing to do was to talk and talk, 
One had a ride when we did this before 
But we couldn’t that day – our bottoms 

were sore. 
 

Through People’s Park and down Station 
Road, 

The sooner we got there, the sooner we’d 
load. 

Then starting our journey back to school 
“You push Noel, I’ll have to pull”.  

Up Station Road and up Stradey Hill, 
The carriage was lighter, going down on 

will. 
We soon did pass ‘Dai Donkey’s’ garage, 

And were so grateful, to Mary Anne’s 
carriage. 

 
Then up that long hill to Pwll Council 

School, 
Our bottoms were sore and I felt a fool. 

We left the carriage out in the street, 
Besides our bottoms we had blistered feet. 

 
Up to ‘Toms’ door – he came out all smiles, 

“You haven’t been long walking all those 
miles”. 

Hand in his pocket, “Here’s thruppence 
each, 

You must not forget, we are here to teach”. 
 

“You can go home now, it’s quarter to four, 
Refrain from this business, or you’ll get 

some more”. 
I’ve never forgotten that terrible day, 

But it taught me one thing – Crime does not 
pay! 

 
(Poem submitted by Beryl, wife of the late Noel Jones) 

 
 

WHAT SOME KIDS WRITE 

We had longer holidays than usual this 

year because the school was closed for 
altercations. 
 

A Fairy Tale is something that never 
happened a long time ago. 
 

A consonant is a large piece of land 
surrounded by water. 
 

King Arthur lived in the age of Shivery. 
 

When not working in the church, Bach 
composed pieces on a spinster in his 
home. 
 

In the Middle Ages people lived in mud huts 
with rough mating on the floor. 

THE GARDENING CLUB 

Some key jobs for spring. 

 
 

Early 

• Prune roses.  

• Sow hardy annuals outdoors and 
half-hardy annuals in a heated 
propagator in the greenhouse or 
on a windowsill indoors.  

• Tidy borders, weed and mulch 
with compost or manure. 

• Lift and divide herbaceous 
perennials. 

 
Mid 

• Start mowing the lawn regularly 
and apply lawn weed and feed.  

• Plant new roses, trees, shrubs and 
perennials.  

• Feed specimen trees, roses, 
shrubs and hedge and established 
beds and borders, with a general 
purpose organic fertilizer. 

• Prick out half-hardy annual 
seedlings or pot them up as 
necessary. 

 
Late 

• Prune spring-flowering shrubs 
after flowering.  

• Clip box hedges.  

• After the last frost plant out half-
hardy annuals in containers and 
outdoor beds.  

• After the last frost plant out 
dahlias, bring out houseplants and 
plant any slightly tender shrubs. 

• Take cuttings from new growth of 

shrubs and perennials. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW 

The Kiwi, national bird of New 

Zealand, can't fly, lives in a 
hole in the ground, is almost 
blind and lays only one egg 
each year. Yet is has survived 

for 70 million years. 

The three wealthiest people (and their 

families) in the world have more assets 
than the combined wealth of the 48 poorest 
countries. 

There are more than 1,000 chemicals in a 

cup of coffee. Of these, only 26 have been 
tested, and half caused cancer in rats.  

A fathom is 1,8 metres (6 feet). 

Tokyo was once known as Edo. 
 

 
 

 
COLOUR VISION 

Humans, apes, most 

old world monkeys, 
ground squirrels, and 

many species of fish, birds, and insects 
have well-developed colour vision. 
However, it's worth noting that 7 or 8 
percent of human males are relatively or 
completely deficient in colour vision. 
 

Humans with the most common form of 
colour-blindness and mammals with poor 
colour vision are unable to differentiate 
between reds and greens. They see the 
world as a blend of blues, yellows, and 
greys. 
 

Mammals with limited colour vision or none 
at all include mice, rats, rabbits, cats, and 
dogs. Nocturnal animals - such as foxes, 
owls, skunks, and raccoons - whose vision 
is specialized for dim light seldom have 
good colour vision. By comparison, humans 
are colour-blind in dim light. 

 

The best time to fix the roof is 
when the sun is shining. 



DID YOU KNOW 
 

Playing-cards were known in 

Persia and India as far back as 
the 12th century. A pack then 

consisted of 48 instead of 52 cards. 
 

Excavations from Egyptian tombs dating to 
5,000 BC show that the ancient Egyptian 
kids played with toy hedgehogs. 
 

Accounts from Holland and Spain suggest 
that during the 1500s and 1600s urine was 
commonly used as a tooth-cleaning agent. 
 
 

The first mention of soap was on Sumerian 
clay tablets dating about 2,500 BC. The 
soap was made of water, alkali and cassia 
oil. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CROCODILE 

PARK AT 
FESTIVAL FIELDS 

Some of you will 

remember that a few 
years ago there were plans to build a reptile 
park on the Eisteddfod Fields located near 
Pwll. This original scheme never got off the 
ground due to poor irrigation problems on 
the site, which caused flooding. 
 

However, The Bônau Cabbage Patch can 
categorically announce that the initial 
problem has now been rectified and that 
building work on the reptile park will 
commence shortly. 
 

There will be various species of reptiles 
introduced to the park, but the main 
attraction will be crocodiles, which will be 
imported from the Everglades in Florida 
due to the similar habitat, and will enable 
the reptiles to settle quickly in their new 
environment. 
 

It is envisaged that there will be a large 
influx of tourists who will be travelling from 
all over the United Kingdom to view this 
unique attraction. Therefore, the Welsh 
Tourist Board will be requesting all Pwll 
residents to make their homes available for 
Bed and Breakfast with all proceeds being 
donated to the reptile park. 
 

Local residents, through the Council Tax, 
will be required to sponsor a crocodile 
when it is hoped that eventually, once the 
crocodiles have been successfully 
introduced, they will be able to be walked 
(on a lead) through the village. (This is 
compulsory as it will benefit both reptiles 
and humans with much needed exercise). 
 

There are safety issues which will need to 
be addressed as these crocodiles are wild, 
in fact they will be livid having been taken 
from their home in Florida, and it has been 
decided that plasters and antiseptic cream 
will be available at the local SPAR shop in 
Bassett Terrace in case of crushed limbs; 
the antiseptic cream being for the 
crocodiles in case they catch ‘Bonauitis’ or 
‘Pwllophobia’. 
 

Future plans will be 
“domestic integration” 
of the reptiles in the 
homes of Pwll 
residents, although, 
for obvious reasons 
people with pets will 
be exempt. It is hoped 
however, that pet 
owners with elderly 
animals will allow 

them to be fed to the reptiles, which will 
save the pet owners from large veterinary 
fees, and give the reptiles a varied and 
local diet. 
 

The park will put Pwll on “The Wildlife 
Passage”, known as TWP and all villagers 
are asked to fully support the scheme 
otherwise they could be eaten!! 
 

(Report by: Crocodile “Bonau” Dundee and Ali Gator 
and sponsored by Lecoste clothing). 

 

Understanding human needs 
is half the job of meeting 

them. 

POTATO CRISPS 

Do you ever wonder how some things 

come about? For instance, who figured out 
that there was 
something worth eating 
inside a banana peel? 
Or how desperate do 
you have to be to 
discover that an 
artichoke has edible 

parts? Well, we may not know how either of 
those foods was discovered, but we do 
know how potato chips were invented.  
 

It was the summer of 1853 and 
Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt, a 
wealthy railroad magnate, was holidaying at 
a fashionable hotel in New York. At dinner 
one night he complained that his potatoes 
were cut too thick and sent them back to 
the kitchen.  
 

Insulted by his snobby guest, Chef George 
Crum decided he would give Mr. Vanderbilt 
exactly what he asked for! The chef angrily 
gathered up some potatoes and sliced 
them paper-thin. He threw the slices into 
hot oil to fry, drained and salted them and 
then personally served the new dish to Mr. 
Vanderbilt.  
 

Surprised to see the chef in the dining 
room, the other diners watched as Crum, 
barely able to contain his rage, tauntingly 
delivered the new plate of potatoes. A hush 
fell over the room as everyone held their 
breath and waited for Vanderbilt’s reaction.  
 

Cornelius Vanderbilt immediately popped a 
crisp potato slice into his mouth and 
beamed when the resounding “Crunch” 
shattered the silence. He proceeded to 
crunch away, delighted with his new treat. 
Clapping a surprised Chef Crum on the 
back, Vanderbilt complimented him on the 
wondrous potatoes and with a sigh of relief 
the watchful crowd turned their attention 
back to their own dinners.  

 
 

PWLL CRICKET CLUB 

First XI - Fixtures for 2008: 
 
 
May: 
3

rd
    Pwll v 

Gorseinon 

10
th

    Landore v Pwll 
17

th
    Pwll v Pontyberem 

24
th

   Britton Ferry Town v Pwll 
31

st
   Pwll v Maesteg 

June 
7

th
   Aberdare v Pwll 

14
th

   Pwll v Hills Plymouth 
21

st
   Cimla v Pwll 

28
th

   Pwll v Maesteg Celtic 
July: 
5

th
   Gorseinon v Pwll 

12
th

   Pwll v Landore 
19

th
   Pontyberem v Pwll 

26
th

   Pwll v Britton Ferry Town  
Aug: 
2

nd
  Maesteg v Pwll 

9
th

  Pwll v Aberdare 
16

th
  Hills Plymouth v Pwll 

23
rd

  Pwll v Cimla 
30

th
  Maesteg Celtic v Pwll 

 
2

nd
 XI – as above but reverse home and 

away teams 

 

 

 
STARTING WITH ‘S’ 

OK…Here’s a bit of fun for you. Can you 

name at least ten things that you can wear 
on your feet that start with ‘S’. 
…… 
…… 
Here they are: 
 

Shoes, socks, sandals, sneakers, slippers, 
skis, skates, snowshoes, stockings, stilts.  

Two's company. Three's the result.

Why not go out on a limb? Isn't that 
where the fruit is? 



A FEW 
WORDS 

ON 
MIDDLE 

AGE 

Middle age is the awkward period when 

Father Time starts catching up on Mother 
Nature. 
 

Middle age is when your broad mind and 
narrow waist begin to change places.  
 

Middle age is when work is a lot less fun, 
and fun is a lot more work. 
 

Setting a good example for your children 
takes all the fun out of middle age. 
 

Middle age is when your age starts to show 
around your middle. 
 

Middle age – later than you think and 
sooner than you expect. 
 

The really frightening thing about middle 
age is the knowledge that you’ll grow out of 
it. 
 

Middle age is when it takes you all night to 
do once what once you used to do all night. 
 

Middle age is when your classmates are so 
grey and wrinkled and bald they don’t’ 
recognise you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THE MAGIC 

ROUNDABOUT 

Created by Serge 

Danot in 1965, The 
Magic Roundabout 

became a television legend.  
 

The five minute slot just before the early 
evening news guaranteed the programme a 

viewing figure of over eight million. 
Seemingly innocent children's animation 
series included witty commentary for the 
adults, allowing two generations to enjoy it.  
 

Flavoured with a laid-back and surreal view 
of life, the programme reflected a heavy 
sixties feel. It soon achieved a cult status.  
 

The programme featured a rather off-the-
wall cast. Its included Dougal, a shaggy 
dog who lived on a strict diet of sugar; an 
eccentric bouncing character called 
Zebedee, who would announce his arrival 
with a 'boing'; a rabbit named Dylan, who 
could have been accused of growing 
something considerably stronger than 
carrots in his vegetable patch; Ermintrude 
the pink cow, Florence, Brian the snail and 
their friends in the Garden.  
 

Thus The Magic Roundabout staked its 
place in television history. The most famous 
sentence of the series was Zebedee's 
standard declaration "Time for Bed" 
sending millions of children to sleep every 
evening.  
 

The Magic Roundabout was re-run on 
Channel 4 television, winning yet another 
generation of young fans. 
 

The cast of The Magic Roundabout: 
 

Brian: Snail 
Dougal: Shaggy Dog 
Dylan: Spacey rabbit 
Ermintrude: Pink Cow 
Florence: Girl 
Mr McHenry: Gardner 
Zebedee: Bouncing Character 

 

The other youngsters who were often seen 
riding the roundabout? Just for the record 
their names were Paul, Basil and Rosalie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some people are alive only 
because it's illegal to kill them. 

To successfully keep robbers out of 
your house put six locks on your 

door. When you go out, lock every 
other one. No matter how long 

somebody stands there picking the 
locks, they are always locking three. 

SPRING CLEANING 

Spring is right around the corner and 

nothing gets it off to a 
good start like a 
thorough spring 

cleaning. After these 
major chores are 

done, you'll just have 
to do the smaller ones 
on a weekly basis for 

upkeep. 
 

Here are the big jobs to tackle: 
 

• Wash windows  

• Vacuum window screens  

• Wash curtains, blinds and shades  

• Wash floors  

• Vacuum and clean carpets  

• Move furniture and appliances to 
clean and vacuum beneath them  

• Dust all knick-knacks and books  

• Clean light fixtures and 
lampshades  

• Dust cobwebs out of corners on 
the floor and ceiling  

• Wash all bedding.  

• Clean your oven  

• Clean out and organize your 
cupboards  

• Store winter clothes away, replace 
with your spring and summer 
clothes  

• Give clothing you no longer want 
to a local charity  

• Sort and clean out cupboards and 
drawers in your kitchen and 
bathrooms  

• Organize CDs, DVDs and 
videotapes  

 
 
 
 
 

WELSH FILMS 

Now that Catherine 

Zeta Jones Douglas 
has finally become 
established in 

Hollywood the Welsh film industry is to 
receive additional funding from the National 
Assembly of Wales to step up production of 
Welsh films. The following Welsh films are 
planned for release during the next few 
years. 
 
 

9 ½ Leeks 
Trefforest Gump 

Cwmando 
The Lost Boyos 

An American Werewolf in Powys 
Huw Dares Gwyneth 

Dai Hard 
The Wizard of Oswestry 

Cool Hand Look-you 
Sheepless in Seattle 

The Eagle has Llandudno 
The Magnificent Severn 
Haverfordwest was Won 

Austin Powys 
The Magic Rhonddabout 

Independence Dai 
Seven Brides for Seven Sisters 

Welsh Connection 
The Bridge on the River Wye 

Lawrence of Llandybie 
A Beautiful Mind-you 
The Welsh Patient 
The King and Mair 

Breakfast at Taffynys 
Look You back in Bangor 

Evans Can Wait 
A Fishguard Called Rhondda 

Where Eagles Aberdare 
Dial M for Merthyr 

 

And last but not least……….. 
 

The 
Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwlllla

ntysiliogogogochuchaf That Time Forgot 
 
 

The most valuable of all talents is 
that of never using two words 

when one will do. 



EGLWYS Y DRINDOD SANCTAIDD 
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, PWLL 

 

 

The church has some strange practices. 

On Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, 
being the seventh Wednesday before 
Easter [Old Eng. Lencten = spring; Latin 
Quadragesima = 40 - thus the 40 days of 
Lent) it has long been a custom since the 
early middle ages for the sign of the cross 
to be made with ashes on the foreheads of 
Christians to remind them of death, the 
sorrow that they should feel for their sins 
and the necessity of them changing their 
lives. 
 

The first time I experienced this practice 
was when I was a student. It just served to 
make me feel very embarrassed. Following 
the early morning service in the College 
Chapel, I went to get a newspaper and 
couldn’t resist the smell wafting out of 
McDonalds. The woman behind the counter 
looked at me very strangely and, when she 
thought I was out of earshot, turned to her 
colleague and said “they must be some 
form of strange sect!” – the Church of 
England! 
 

February can often be one of the dullest 
months of the year – we are all fed up of 
short days, cold winds and driving rain and 
longing for spring to begin. It might be the 
final straw to attend a miserable church 
service in which we are daubed with ash 
and reminded of the blackness of sin and 
death. Surely, feet up with a gin and tonic in 
front of the fire with a good book or video 
would be far better for the psyche if not for 
the soul! 
 

Just like the seasons of the calendar year, 
the seasons of the church year provide 

perspective and help us to appreciate life. 
Just like we know that winter is lodged 
between autumn and spring, so we also 
know that lent is lodged between Christmas 
and Easter. Life can not always be a party 
but Christians know, as Easter people, that 
the valley of the shadow of death is part of 
the journey; they also know that it is, 
through the grace of God, the place in 
which most of their growth and maturity 
occurs. 
 

 
R Paul Davies – Vicar of Burry Port & Pwll 

 
3 March @ 7.30 – Talk by Mrs Goulstone 
7 April @ 7.30 – Coffee Evening 
5 May @ 7.30 – Talk by Mrs Ablett 
 

More details – Margaret Howells 752025 

CHURCH JUMBLE SALE 

14
th

 March at 5.00pm in Holy Trinity Church 
Hall. Everyone Welcome. 
 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE 
 
For Families 

Holy Trinity Church 
Sunday 2 March 
At 4.00pm 
All Welcome 

 

GOOD FRIDAY & 

EASTER SERVICES 
 

GOOD FRIDAY - The Last Hour at 2.00pm 
(led by the Vicar) 
 

EASTER DAY - Easter Eucharist at 9.00am 
Evensong at 5.00pm 

 WALK ON THE 
WILD SIDE 

Last autumn provided 

us with again above the 
seasonal average 
temperatures which 

resulted in many sightings of butterflies and 
dragonflies, also, during November the 
return of certain waterfowl such as the 
brent goose, to their feeding grounds 
opposite the park. Numbers had increased 
from the previous year with approximately 
170 birds being present on the 30th. After 
observing the geese for some time, it 
became quite clear to me that these birds 
were quite aggressive to each other. While 
feeding and straying onto another birds 
area there would be a vicious peck from it’s 
neighbour as if to say “Hey mate, stay on 
your own patch!”  
 

During December I received a telephone 
call commenting about cabbage white 
caterpillars in a nearby patio - quite 
incredible! Unbelievably during the festive 
season a bumble bee took an attraction to 
one of the bulbous lights outside the 
Colliers Arms.  
 

On New years day, 
Tony Watson and I 
witnessed a fantastic 
sight of a peregrine 
falcon attacking a crow. 
However, on this 
occasion it was 
unsuccessful on getting 
its lunch. An even more 
bizarre situation was that of blackberries 
still flowering in January! And how about 
this one, after looking across the estuary, I 
suddenly realised what I could see green 
leaves on willow trees! Very peculiar, but of 
course these are deciduous trees and 
should now be totally bare!  

 

 There were 
many sightings 
of pheasants 

parading 

through the village along pavements, roads 
and gardens. These birds are not very 
intelligent and tend to dart across roads in 
front of traffic - I wonder if any did 
eventually finish their journey in the oven as 
a Sunday roast. 
 

After a cold start in 
January the weather 
became very 
unsettled.  People 
could be seen 
walking looking 
despondently with 
their heads bowed 
down fed up with the 
conditions. We the 
public must have suffered from that awful 
disease DRIPS - better known as Dreadful 
Rain Infected Paddling Syndrome. Where 
on earth did all that rain come from? With 
the intensity of the rainfall it appeared as if 
someone up above was emptying a 
gigantic bath over us from time to time. It 
actually rained for 21 consecutive days. 
Nevertheless, the short gloomy days of 
winter are now a distant memory as spring 
officially starts on March 20

th
. So remember 

to turn your clocks forward 1 hour for the 
start of British summertime on March 30th. 
 

Happy rambling. See you in June. 
 
 

NATIVE TO BRITAIN 
 

Britain has 6 

native reptiles 
and 6 native 
amphibians. 

 

Native reptiles: Smooth Snake 
(endangered), Grass Snake, Adder or 
Viper, Common Lizard, Slow Worm, Sand 
Lizard (endangered). 
 

Native amphibians: Palmate Newt, 
Common Newt, Great Crested Newt 
(endangered), Common Frog, Common 
Toad, Natterjack Toad (endangered). 
 

(Evidence is mounting that a 13th species, the Pool 
Frog, was once a native of Norfolk). 



DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
 

From the lovely memories of 'To Sea or 

Not To Sea', we congratulate Mr and Mrs 
William David Rees, as they celebrate their 
60th Wedding Anniversary.  
 
 

Ann and Bill met in 1947 at a dancehall in 
Burry Port. On seeing the young, 
glamorous Ann, Bill asked her if she would 
like to dance with him and luckily, she 
accepted. They courted for about a year 
and following the infamous, 'well Bill, it's the 
ship or me', Bill had his sights set on Ann 
and knew she was the one for him.  
 
 

It was in 1948, during a walk in Stradey that 
Bill recalls asking Ann, ''Will you marry me 
my love”? The rest is history and sixty 
years on, with a family who loves them 
deeply and friends who hold them in high 
regard, we raise a glass and send many 
congratulations to you both on reaching 
your 60th Wedding Anniversary, for you 
truly are rare diamonds. 
 
 

With all our love, as always, Carol, 
Leighton, Hayley and Nicole-Marie xxxx 
 
 
 

CHRISTIAN 
AID 

 

Thank you for 

your support and 
donations during 
the United Carol 
Service held at 
Bethlehem this 

year.  We were very fortunate to have a 
visit from a member of the Christian Aid 
Partner who work in Kurgistaan.  We learnt 
first hand from Maria how the money 
helped change the lives of young people in 
the area and gave them the opportunity of 
changing their lives and regaining their self 
respect. 
   
The collection was over £200.  Thank you. 
Christian Aid Week is from 11-17 May and 
there will be a United Service at Libanus 
this year on Monday, 12 May 2008 at 7 
o’clock.  Please come to the bi-lingual 
Service with members of the three 
churches taking part.  After the service 
there will be a Traidcraft stall in the vestry 
selling fairly traded goods. 
 
On Wednesday, 14 May, we will have a 
stall in the W.I. Charities Fayre at the 
Community Centre.  If you have toiletries 
received as gifts that you don’t really want 
we will be more than glad to receive them 
together with White Elephant items, except 
clothing.  Please contact any member of 
the committee.   
Contact nos. 01554 758023  or 01554 
772441 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To keep your marriage brimming, with 
love in the wedding cup, whenever 
you're wrong, admit it; whenever 

you're right, shut up. 

 

SUPPORT 
FOR 

ROMANIA 

Thank you so 

very much for the 
donations and 

gifts we received to enable us to sent 169 
shoe boxes filled with presents for boys and 
girls, and over 100 packs of sweets (6 
items in a pack) who would not have 
received any Christmas presents otherwise.  
The boxes arrived safely and the 
expressions on the children’s faces is more 
than enough thanks.  An extra lorry had to 
be arranged to take over 5,000 shoe boxes 
and 12,000 packs of sweets.  Your 
generosity is very much appreciated. 
 

The next venture will be later this month 
(March). Unfortunately we are not able to 
accept any more clothes at present but 
hopefully in June.  (More information in the 
next magazine). 
 

 Nevertheless………… we will be accepting 
shoes for men, women and children.  Both 
new and ones that have plenty of wear left 
in them. 

 

Easter Eggs for the children - small cream 
eggs please. Also if you have any unused 
medical aid - this would be most 
acceptable.  (A qualified Doctor will check 
all the medicines before they are sent).  
Only items this time are Shoes, Small 
Cream Easter Eggs and Medical Aid. 
 

We will be collecting these items on 
Sunday 9

th
 and 16

th 
March between 11am 

and 12noon at Libanus Vestry or please 

contact 01554 758023 or 01554 810201 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

A cat has 32 muscles in 

each ear. 
 

A dragonfly has a life span 
of 24 hours. 
 

A goldfish has a memory 
span of three seconds. 

 

A "jiffy" is an actual unit of time equal to 
1/100th of a second. 
 

A snail can sleep for three years. 
 

Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds. 
Dogs only have about 10. 
 

In the last 4,000 years, no new animals 
have been domesticated. 
 

If the population of China walked past you, 
in single file, the line would never end 
because of the rate of reproduction. 
 

The cruise liner, QE2, moves only six 
inches for each gallon of diesel that it 
burns. 

 
 
 
 

To heal other people, you often 
have to suffer yourself. 



ADRODDIAD GAN AELOD O 
LIBANUS 

Yn ystod 2007, mi gefais y cyfle i fynd i’r 
Gambia, Affrica, i ymweld â thair ysgol a 
chlinig sy’n cael eu cynnal gan y Strand 
Educational Trust UK.    
 

Roedd y Trust wedi ariannu prosiectau yn 
ystod 2006 – y mwyafrif o’r arian wedi cael 
ei godi gan gymdeithas o wragedd o dde 
Cymru.  Yr ysgol i elwa oedd ysgol o blant 3 
– 7 mlwydd oed yn Tanji.  Pentref ger y môr 
yw Tanji yn dibynnu am eu bywoliaeth ar 
bysgota. 
 
Fe gafwyd cyflenwad o ddŵr glân a ffynnon 
o fewn cyffiniau’r ysgol.  Er hyn, mae’r dŵr 
ar gael i’r gymuned.  Adeiladwyd 3 thoiled - 
bechgyn, merched a staff - a’r un i’r staff 
yn ‘flush toilet’!  Does dim llawer o’r rhain yn 
ardaloedd cyffredin y wlad.   
 
Roedd boddhad y cogydd yn amlwg wrth 
ddangos ei chegin newydd i ni ac fe gefais 
gyfran o’r bwyd i’w flasu.  Mae’r pryd cinio 
i’r rhan fwyaf o’r plant yn brif bryd y dydd.  
Er yn blant llawn direidi - fel ym mhob man, 
roedd yna ddisgyblaeth wrth iddynt giwio a 
bwyta eu bwyd.  Hyfryd oedd eu gweld yn 
eistedd ar borfa prin o dan goeden mango.   
 

Y prosiect diwetha  oedd adeiladu wal o 
amgylch compownd yr ysgol.  Mae wedi ei 
phaentio â’r wyddor a lluniau eraill e.e. 
glanhau dannedd, cadw’n lân ac ati.   
 

Cawsom groeso twymgalon gan y prifathro 
Omar a’r ddraig goch yn amlwg pan aethom i 
i mewn drwy’r gatiau.  Mae un o’r 
ymddiriedolwyr yn Gymro Cymraeg ac yn 
dysgu ‘Bore da’ i’r plant.  Saesneg yw iaith 
swyddogol y wlad a’r ysgolion ond mae angen 
mwy o lyfrau addas i’r plant.  Un athrawes 
oedd yna heblaw am y prifathro;  Binta oedd 
ei henw ac roedd un o’i phlant ei hun gyda hi 
yn yr ysgol. 
 

Fe gafodd gwasanaeth o ddiolch am yr holl 
waith ei gynnal yn ystafell fach y prifathro.  
Daeth Henadur y pentre, yr Iman a’r Alcali 
(pennaeth gwleidyddol y pentre) i’r 
gwasanaeth,   Ni allaf ddisgrifio mewn 

geiriau pa mor drydanol oedd yr awyrgylch – 
roeddwn yn teimlo eu diolch, nid dim ond yn 
y geiriau a fynegwyd ond roedd yr holl beth 
mor deimladwy.  Dechreuwyd a gorffennwyd 
gyda gweddi gan yr Iman.   
 

Cefais flas ar y wlad ac fe fwynheuais y 
tywydd braf.  Mae’r bobl yn gyfeillgar a’u 
gwragedd yn gwisgo mewn lliwiau lliwgar.  
Mae’r plant yn hapus ac yn sicr yn elwa o’r 
addysg y maent yn ei dderbyn.  Braint ac 
anrhydedd i mi oedd bod yng nghwmni 
trigolion y Gambia a gobeithio fod y 
cymorth yma o Gymru wedi rhoi gobaith 
iddynt am eu dyfodol. 

 
PWLL 

PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 
 
 

 

Hello from the new Headteacher at Pwll 
Primary School 

My name is Mrs Alison Collins, but I’m 

known as Ali. I am married to Roy who was 
born in Llanrhidian, Gower. I have two 
nephews, one of whom has Autism, and 
both are football fanatics. I love being in the 
company of and working with, children of all 
ages and from all backgrounds. I have a 
very old Border Collie from Carmarthen and 
I try to walk him on the beach as often as I 
can. 
 

I undertook my teacher training at Swansea 
Institute and thoroughly enjoyed being in 
the schools around there. I then moved to 
England to start my teaching career, most 
recently teaching Year 2 and being the 
Deputy Head at a school in North Camp, 
Aldershot. I spent many happy years 
teaching the children of the British Army - 
including the Welsh Fusiliers - and 
supporting the families whilst loved ones 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 

Now I am back in wonderful South Wales! 
I’m finally living with my husband – we got 
married in August 2007 and I moved down 
here in December 2007!  
 

I’m very pleased to be the new headteacher 
at Pwll Primary School. The pupils, staff, 
governors and parents have all been very 
welcoming to me and it is a lovely place to 
learn and work. 
 

If you have skills which you could donate to 
the school – eg hearing children read, 
being involved in clubs, gardening, painting 
/ decorating etc or you’re in a band or a 
sports team please email us on 
admin.pwll@ysgolccc.org.uk or ring the 
school Tel: 773962 - after 3.15pm. (Please 
note that all adults working in the school will 
need to be police CRB checked as a matter 
of course.) 
 

I would also like to hear from any 
organisations who could consider donating 
paint, fabric, carpet tiles, floor tiles, 
cupboards or lounge chairs to the school.  
 

Please get in touch on the number above. 
Any companies willing to donate will be 
regularly mentioned in newsletters and 
programmes. 
 

(Mrs Ali Collins - Headteacher at 
Pwll School) 

 

Reception Class 

We are in the reception class. We like 

coming to school because we enjoy playing 
football and catch with our friends on the 
playground. We like having a cup of tea 
and watching television in the Wendy 
house. In P.E. our favourite things are the 
climbing frame and the squishy numbers. 
We make animals with the play dough and 
sandcastles and shapes in the sand. On 
the Smartboard we can play the spider 
game. The spider paints numbers and 
teaches us to write numbers. We like to 
copy writing from story books. 



Maya 

One day Maya noticed her neighbours were 

moving out so she told her mum. 
 
The next morning she saw a family moving in 
and went next door to say hello. When she got 
there she saw a dog.She asked the girl if she 
wanted to come to school with her and they 
became best friends.  (Year 3 & 4) 

 
Six Dinner Sid. 

This term we have shared a story about Sid 

the cat.  Sid was a crafty cat.  He lived in six 
houses so he could have six dinners to eat.  
One day he was ill and had to be taken to the 
vet and so he was found out. Poor Sid! 
 

We have made little clay models of Sid and 
written a cat poem for you to enjoy. 

 
Cats. 

Cats sleep 
Everywhere. 
On a sofa, 
On a bed, 
In a bucket 

Down the shed. 
In the middle 

Of a box, 
All mixed up 

With dad’s old socks! 
In the garden 
On the path, 

Up a tree 
Or in the bath. 

Anywhere! 
Cats don’t care! 

Cats sleep 
Everywhere! 

 

(Years 1 and 2) 
(Typed by Hannah White and Daniel Ward - Year 2) 

 
Bye Bye Kalli 

On Friday we said good bye to Kalli. She 

is in another school now. She was a lovely 
pupil. We hope to see her soon. We will all 
miss her, especially the children in year 3 
and 4.  

(By - Emily Richards Bower - Year 4) 

NOAH’S PROBLEM 

The Flood is over and 

Noah lets all the animals 
out and says, "Go forth 
and multiply." 
 

A few months later, 
everyone is doing fine 
except for one pair of little 

snakes. 
 

"What's the problem?" says Noah.  
 

"Cut down some trees and let us live there," 
say the snakes. 
 

Noah follows their advice and later asks, 
"Tell me how the trees helped?" 
 

"Certainly," say the snakes. "We're 
adders, so we needed logs to multiply." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW 

A Viking tribe once raided 

England because they had run 
out of beer. 
 

Walt Disney World generates about 
120,000 pounds of garbage every day. 
 

Tottenham Hotspur didn't have a single 
player sent off in a Football League match 
between October 27th 1928 and December 
4th 1965 
 

The words moonbeam, generous & 
champion were all invented by 
Shakespeare 
 

Clint Eastwood's roll of Dirty Harry was 
turned down by Paul Newman, John 
Wayne, Robert Mitchum and Frank Sinatra. 

 
 
 

 

To the man who only has a hammer, 
everything he encounters begins to 

look like a nail. 

We are not retreating - we are 
advancing but in a different 

direction. 

PWLL BENEFIT 
 

Pwll School Autistic Unit 

County Councillors Keith Price Davies and 

Eryl Morgan present a cheque for £500 to 
Pwll School Autistic Unit from the 
Carmarthenshire Council Local Projects 
Fund for the mini bus appeal fund. 
Mrs. Ali Collins Headmistress of Pwll 
Primary School and Mrs. Anne Messer the 
Chair of Governors receive the cheque on 
behalf of the school.  

 
Pwll Action Committee 
 

County Councillors Keith Price Davies and 
Eryl Morgan made a donation of £500 to 
the Bonau Cabbage Patch magazine from 
the Carmarthenshire Council Local Projects 
Fund. 
Eryl Morgan presents the cheque to the 
Pwll Action Committee Chairman/Editor of 
Bonau Cabbage Patch magazine Peter 
Kent and the Secretary Stuart Messer. 
Councillor Keith Price Davies was unable to 
attend. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PWLL SOCCER CLUB 

With the league season 

creeping over the halfway 
mark, both teams would 
have hoped to be in a 
higher position in the 
league. The first team are 

one place above the relegation zone, with 
Hendy and Trallwn currently occupying the 
relegation places. Gorseinon are the other 
team involved at the wrong end of the table 
and Pwll recently suffered a 3 – 2 reverse 
at Pwll Park, which saw Gorseinon leap 
frog Pwll in the table. Two of these four 
teams are destined for the drop and if Pwll 
can show a little more consistency and 
enjoy a slice of good fortune then Pwll will 
not be one of them. 
 

Meanwhile lady luck has certainly not been 
on the reserve team’s side, losing their first 
9 games and are firmly rooted to the bottom 
of the division, having a win and a draw 
from their last two games have given the 
team a glimmer of hope and spirits are high 
in the club that both teams will remain in 
the top flight at the end of the season. 
Speaking of which the club have already 
organised their annual dinner and 
presentation evening which will again be 
held at the Ashburnham Hotel on Saturday 
June 7

th
. 

 

Over the Christmas period the club 
remembered one of their past players, 
when a remembrance game was held for 
Tony ‘Tiger’ Davies. The younger players 
challenged the more experienced 
counterparts with the match ending in an 
honourable draw at 5 goals apiece – a 
fitting showpiece for Tiger. 
 

Also over Christmas the club helped out the 
Pwll Autistic Unit mini bus appeal, by 
running A Christmas hamper raffle and quiz 
night organised by Clive Aitken. A total of 
£150 was raised which has been forwarded 
to Pwll School. 
 

Soccer tables at  www.westwalessport.com 
 



EGLWYS LIBANUS 
 

Oedfa ar fore Sul am 

10 o’r gloch. Oedfa 
Gymun unwaith y mis 
a’r Suliau yn amrywio. 

 

Ysgol Sul y Plant yn ystod yr Oedfa. 
‘Rydym yn falch i groesawu un ferch fach a 
thri o fechgyn i ymuno yn y dosbarth. 
 

Mae croeso cynnes i eraill i ymuno, dewch 
i’r oedfa neu cysylltwch a’r ysgrifennydd. 
 

Y Gymdeithas  -  ‘Rydym wedi cael 
nosweithiau diddorol tuhwnt yn barod ac 
mae’r cyfarfodydd yn parhau hyd at 
ddiwedd mis Mawrth.  
 

Dewch i fwynhau’r noson a chymdeithasu 
dros gwpaned o de ar nos Lun bob 
pythefnos am 7 o’r gloch yn y festri. 
 

Y Dosbarth Llenyddiaeth. - Cyfle i ddarllen 
a thrafod gwaith awduron Cymraeg mewn 
awyrgylch gyffyrddus dan arweiniad 
Bethan. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gair o ddiolch i’r Parchedig Alun Jones am 
ei barodrwydd i weinyddu Sacrament 
Swper yr Arglwydd yn fisol ac am arwain yr 
addoliad yn gyson, yn ogystal a bod ar gael 
yn nol y gofyn. 
 

Cymorth Cristnogol -  Mae’r Pwyllgor yn 
cwrdd yn y festri.  Mae Wythnos Cymorth 
Cristnogol yn agoshau - 11-17 Mai 2008.  
Bydd yr oedfa eleni y Libanus ar nos Lun 
12 Mai am 7 o’r gloch ac aelodau y dair 
Eglwys yn cymryd rhan.  Ar nos Fercher 14 
Mai bydd stondyn amrywiol yn Ffair 
Ddyngarol Sefydliad y Merched yn y 
Ganolfan. 
 

Support for Romania  -  Gair o ddiolch am 
yr holl gefnogaeth fel bod plant bach tlawd 
y wlad yn cael bocs esgidiau yn llawn 
anrhegion Nadolig. 
 

Mae’r lluniau gawsom yn dangos pwy mor 
hapus oedd y plant wrth agor yr anrhegion.  
Llanwyd 169 o focsis eleni - y mwyaf eto.  
Diolch o galon.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWLL CARNIVAL - 1956 

 
Prince Consort is Denis Morgan.  Also in the picture is Alan Ellerton, John Bonnell, Linda 

Williams, Jennifer Wells, Wynford Samuel and Michael Rees. We don’t recognise the others. 
 

Photo: Jane Evans 

 

CAPEL 
BETHLEHEM 

CHAPEL 

Today is the 15th of January 2008. I'm 

sitting at the desk in my study gathering my 
thoughts for this article.  I see the trees are 
completely bare of leaves - the grass 
although green in colour, looks as though 
it's shining and silver in colour, - this I 
realise is an illusion, as the soil underneath 
is probably waterlogged, thus causing a 
haze of shimmer. The sky is grey with low 
clouds and the wind can be heard (even 
through double-glazed windows) howling as 
it blows through the trees picking up all 
kinds of rubbish in its path. Grey, grey, 
grey. It was only 22 days ago that we 
celebrated Christmas followed by the New 
Year, 15 days ago. Already it seems an age 
has passed by. Depressing reading you 
might think, yes, why? Well, because in the 
time mentioned a number of people have 
spoken with me regarding their 
"disappointment" at the "let down" of the 
Celebrations - nothing was as "exciting" as 
it "should have been". And now a new year 
has begun full of grey days. This feeling 
has become know in recent years as SAD - 
it appears that a lack of sunshine does 
really affect some people. However I'm 
hoping that by the time this magazine 
reaches you the weather will have changed 
with longer hours of daylight along with 
some sunshine to brighten your day. 
Following the publication of this edition of 
Bônau Cabbage, we will be preparing 
ourselves for the next celebration, Easter. 
 

Sadly, to many, this will be nothing more 
than another holiday with no thoughts as to 
the true meaning of Easter. As with the 
Christmas celebrations, there are still many 
who shy away, or simply do not honestly 
know, or want to know why we celebrate 
Easter. 
 

May I invite you - both adults and children 
to our services at Bethlehem where we will 
be giving thanks to God for our Mothers on 
Sunday 2nd of March followed by Jesus' 
triumphant journey into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday, taking us then to His betrayal and 
crucifixion on Good Friday, followed by His 
resurrection on Easter Sunday- " On the 
third day He rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures" (The Nicene Creed).The 
birth of Jesus is the beginning of His 
journey towards the Cross, and as such we 
surely must remember with thanksgiving in 
our hearts why we celebrate Easter. Jesus 
died for our sins. 
 

Our services are both in Welsh and English 
and will be announced in the Llanelli Star 
and on the chapel notice board, or you may 
phone me on 01554 771252. Edrychwn 
ymlaen i'ch croesawi atom - a warm 
welcome awaits all who worship with us. 
 

Although all services are important, I would 
appeal to you to join us on Good Friday at 
10.00am and Easter Sunday at 3.30-
pm, during which  we will be using our 
Christmas tree as an important "visual aid" 
for the services. It would be wonderful if we 
could see children with parents/ 
grandparents/ aunts/uncles etc on Easter 
Sunday - this would enrich our service. 
And speaking of children, may I remind you 
of our MONTHLY ENGLISH SERVICE- 3rd 
Sunday of each month - where we 
encourage our young people to enjoy 
learning about Jesus through the Sunday 
School. We were Blessed at Christmas to 
once again act out the story of Jesus' birth. 
We also had a wonderful evening of carol 
singng around the Christmas tree outside 
the chapel on a cold clear night. 
 

Prior to Easter we will be celebrating St. 
David's day with an evening of "CAWL " on 
29

th
 February. We also hope to hold a 

"STRAWBERRY TEA" - this will be on 5
th

 
July. 
 

May you and your families be 
washed with God's Blessings this Easter 

 

(Minister: Reverend CARYS AWEN JONES BTh) 



PWLL W.I. 

The year 2008 intends to 

be another busy and 
exciting one for the 
members of Pwll W.I. The 
programme is full of 
variety and interest. Look 
for yourself! 

 
January 9

th
 Business meeting 

January 23
rd 

Rosemarie Morris – 
Flower arranging 

February 13
th 

Birthday celebration 
Sue Hammill – Women’s 
Archives Project 

February 27
tt
 Jo Miller – Patchwork 

and quilting 
March 12

th
 Business meeting 

March 26
th

 Outing (Community 
Centre closed) 

April 9
th

  Business meeting 
April 23

rd
 Sue Freeman – T-bag 

folding 
May 14

th
  Charities Fayre 

May 28
th

  Social Evening 
June 11

th
 Business meeting 

June 25th
 

Anne Tovey - T’ai Chi 
July 9

th
  Business meeting 

August   Summer break. 
September 10th  Business meeting 
September 24th Benita Rees – Llanelli 

Historic homes and 
families. 

October 8
th

 Business meeting 
October 22

nd 
Martin Humphreys – Talk 
on Wildlife. 

November 12
th

 A.G.M 
November 26

th
 Evening of Entertainment 

- 
Bonny Bullock and 
Doreen Lloyd. 

December 10
th

 Christmas dinner – venue 
to be confirmed. 

 
 

SEVERN BRIDGE CROSSING 

On 5
th

 June 1996 - thirty years after the 

opening of the first bridge - Prince Charles 
opened the second Severn crossing. 
 

Since 1996 the takings from the bridges 
have been as follows: 
 

1996  £47,154,568 
1997   £51,112,112             
1998  £55,240,910             
  1999  £59,831,779             
   2000  £60,995,760             
  2001  £66,513,803             
   2002  £70,544,522             
   2003  £64,412,838             
  2004  £66,371,474             
   2005  £69,499,056             
   2006  £72,008,062              
  Total revenue  £683,684,884        

Source: Welsh assembly library 
 

Under the Severn Bridges Act 1992, when 
the tolls reach £1bn in 1989 prices, the 
bridge reverts to public ownership and the 
tolls could be scrapped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I get enough exercise . . . just 
pushing my luck. 

NINE THINGS I HATE 
ABOUT EVERYONE 

 

1. People who point at 

their wrist while asking for 
the time.... I know where 
my watch is pal, where on 

earth is yours? Do I point at my crotch 
when I ask where the toilet is? 
 

2 People who are willing to get off their 
backsides to search the entire room for the 
T.V. remote control because they refuse to 
walk to the T.V. and change the channel 
manually. 
 

3 When people say, "Oh you just want to 
have your cake and eat it too". Darn right! 
What good is cake if you can't eat it? 
 

4 When people say "It's always the last 
place you look". Of course it is. Why on 
earth would you keep looking after you've 
found it? Do people do this? Who and 
where are they? 
 

5 When people say while watching a film  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Did you see that?". No Loser, I paid £12 to 
come to the cinema and stare at the damn 
floor. 
 

6 People who ask, "Can I ask you a 
question?".... Didn't really give me a choice 
there, did you sunshine? 
 

7. When something is 'new and improved!'. 
Which is it? If it's new, then there has never 
been anything before it. If it's an 
improvement, then there must have been 
something before it, so it couldn't be new. 
 

8 When people say, "Life is short". What 
the hell?? Life is the longest thing anyone 
ever does!! What can you do that's longer? 
 

9 When you are waiting for the bus and 
someone asks, "Has the bus come yet”? If 
the bus came would I be still standing 
here? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three o'clock is always too late or 
too early for anything you want to 

do. 

Pwll Carnival – 1957 (Photo from Mrs Ann Hoskin) 



MAWRTH Y 
CYNTAF 

Mawrth y cyntaf 

ac mae pawb yn 
meddwl am 
ddydd G�yl Dewi.  

Ond mae Mawrth y cyntaf yn bwysig am 
resymau eraill yn ogystal.  Dyma ddyddiad 
lawnsio’n swyddogol yr Ambiwlans Awyr 
cyntaf yng Nghymru yn 2001 yn Abertawe.  
A ninnau’n byw ar lan y môr, rwy’n si�r fod 
pob un ohonom yn ymwybodol o’i 
bwysigrwydd.    
 

Yn 2001, roedd yr ambiwlans awyr yn 
cynnig gwasanaeth pum diwrnod yr 
wythnos yn unig ac roedd yn gwasanaethu 
Cymru gyfan ond erbyn hyn, mae dau 
ambiwlans awyr arall wedi eu sefydlu, un 
yng Nghaernarfon yn 2003 ac un yn y 
Trallwng yn 2006.  Bellach, mae’r 
hofrenyddion yn cynnig gwasanaeth saith 
niwrnod yr wythnos. 
 

Yn ystod y flwyddyn gyntaf, ymatebodd yr 
ambiwlans awyr i 350 o alwadau ac fe 
gariodd 200 o gleifion i ysbytai ledled 
Cymru.  Erbyn hyn, mae ambiwlans awyr 
Abertawe’n unig yn ymateb i bron 700 o 
alwadau bob blwyddyn o bob cwr o dde a 
gorllewin Cymru.  Mae’n gwasanaethu 
ardaloedd o harddwch naturiol, ac ar 
adegau, ardaloedd sy’n anghysbell hefyd. 
 
 

 
 
Gan ddibynnu ar leoliad a chyflwr y claf, 
gall yr ambiwlans ddefnyddio nifer o 

wahanol ysbytai.  Mewn llawer o achosion, 
mae angen triniaeth arbenigol, er enghraifft 
ar gyfer llosgiadau, y galon neu’r pen. 
 

Hofrenyddion Bolkow 105 DB yw’r 
hofrenyddion gyda dau beiriant.  Maent yn 
hawdd eu hadnabod wrth eu lliwiau 
Cymreig, sef coch a gwyrdd.  Maent yn 
gallu bod yn yr awyr o fewn tri munud ar ôl 
derbyn galwad 999.  Maent yn teithio ar 
gyflymdra o 140 milltir yr awr, sef dros 
ddwy filltir y funud!  Wrth deithio ar y 
cyflymdra hwn, mae’r gwasanaeth yn gallu 
sicrhau nad oes yr un lle yng Nghymru, pa 
mor anghysbell bynnag y bo, yn fwy na 25 
munud o safle cychwyn yr awyrennau.  Ar 
bob awyren, mae peilot, dau barafeddyg ac 
offer meddygol ac mae’n bosibl cludo a 
thrin dau glaf ar yr un pryd ym mhob 
hofrennydd.  Unwaith y bydd yr 
hofrenyddion wedi cyrraedd man y 
ddamwain, maent yn gallu cludo cleifion o 
unrhyw ran o Gymru i’r ysbyty damwain ac 
argyfwng agosaf o fewn 20 munud. 
 

Elusen cenedlaethol yw Ambiwlans Awyr 
Cymru.  Mae’n costio miliynau i gynnal y 
gwasanaeth hwn yn flynyddol a dibynnir ar 
gyfraniadau cyhoeddus. Mae pob taith 
hedfan i achub bywyd yn costio ymhell dros 
£1,000 fel arfer, felly, mae codi arian yn 
dasg hanfodol.  Mae pentrefwyr y Pwll yn 
ymwybodol o hyn ac mae cymdeithasau 
lleol wedi cyfrannu rhoddion hael i’r 
Ambiwlans Awyr yn ystod y flwyddyn a aeth 
heibio. 
 

Gobeithio’n fawr na fydd angen y 
gwasanaeth hwn arnom ond mae’n gysur 
mawr gwybod ei fod ar gael pe bai angen. 
 

IRON HORSES 

Two steam excursions are planned for this 

coming spring. 
 

Saturday 3
rd

 May “The Southern Irishman” 
Birmingham to Fishguard Harbour hauled 
by 71000 ‘Duke of Gloucester’. 
 

Monday 5
th

 May “The Pembroke Coast 
Express” Bristol to Pembroke Dock hauled 
by 6024 King Edward I 

LOVING WIFE v 
THE HUSBAND 

 

1 - LOVING WIFE’S 
WAY 
Stuff a miniature 
marshmallow in the 
bottom of an ice 

cream cone to prevent ice cream drips. 
HUSBAND’S WAY 
Just suck the ice cream out of the bottom of 
the cone, for God's sake. You are probably 
lying on the couch with your feet up eating 
it anyway. 
 

2 - LOVING WIFE’S WAY 
To keep potatoes from budding, place an 
apple in the bag with the potatoes. 
HUSBAND’S WAY 
Buy Smash and keep it in the cupboard for 
up to a year. 
 

3 - LOVING WIFE’S WAY  
When a cake recipe calls for flouring the 
baking tin, use a bit of the dry cake mix 
instead and there won't be any white mess 
on the outside of the cake. 
HUSBAND’S WAY  
Tesco’s sell cakes. They even do 
decorated versions. 
 

4 - LOVING WIFE’S WAY  
If you accidentally over-salt a dish while it's 
still cooking, drop in a potato slice. 
HUSBAND’S WAY  
If you over salt a dish while you are 
cooking, that's tough! Recite with me "I 
made it, and you will eat it, and I don't care 
how bad it tastes." 
 

5 - LOVING WIFE’S WAY 
Wrap celery in aluminium foil when putting 
in the refrigerator and it will keep for weeks. 
HUSBAND’S WAY  
Let it keep forever. Who really eats it 
anyway? 
 

6 - LOVING WIFE’S WAY  
Brush some beaten egg white over piecrust 
before baking to yield a beautiful glossy 
finish. 
HUSBAND’S WAY  

Sainsbury's frozen pie directions do not 
include brushing any egg white over the 
crust - so we don't do that. 
 
7 - LOVING WIFE’S WAY 
Cure for headaches. Take a lime, cut it in 
half and rub in on your forehead. The 
throbbing will go away. 
HUSBAND’S WAY  
Cure for headaches. Take a lime, cut it in 
half and drop it in 8 ounces of vodka. Drink 
the vodka. You might still have the 
headache, but at least you will be happy! 
 

And finally…  
 

8 - LOVING WIFE’S WAY 
Freeze leftover wine into ice cubes for 
future use in casseroles and sauces. 
HUSBAND’S WAY  
Leftover wine???? .... Hello!!!!!!! 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

Heavyweight boxing 

champion George Foreman, 
has five sons. Their names are: 
 

George Jnr, George III, George 
IV, George V and George VI. 
 
 

It is believed that man has been riding 
horses for over 3000 years. 
 

 
CHARITIES FAYRE 

The members of Pwll W.I. are 

organising a Charities Fayre to be held 
in Pwll Community Centre on 
Wednesday 14

th
 May at 7 o’clock. 

Members of local organisations who 
wish to take part in this very popular 
annual event please contact Heather 
Darby 753522 or Anne Messer 
755665. Spaces are limited so contact 
early to reserve a stall. Look out for 
more details of the event in the local 
press and on posters displayed locally 
closer to the date.  



HARRY POTTER’S 
SECRETS 

So you’ve read the 

entire Harry Potter 
series, but did you 
know that author J.K. 
Rowling drew much of 
her inspiration from 

myths and stories that existed before? 
 

In a recent interview, Rowling shared that 
her inspiration for part of the most recent 
book “Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows” came from a story “The 
Pardoner’s Tale” written by Geoffrey 
Chaucer in the 14th century as part of his 
collection, “The Canterbury Tales.” In The 
Pardoner’s Tale, three men set out to find 
and kill Death. Similarly, in the Deathly 

Hallows, there is a story of three brothers 
who succeeded in beating Death by 
crossing a river and as a reward received 
gifts from him. 
 

J.K. Rowling’s first book is called “Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.” It is 
based around the legendary magical 

substance, the philosopher’s stone, which 
has the power of turning lead into gold and 
- similar to the stone in the book - of 

everlasting youth. 
 

Rowling also drew many of her characters’ 
names from older stories and real people. 
Nicolas Flamel (in the first book) is based 
on a real person by the same name who 
had a reputation for being an alchemist 
while he was alive in the 1300s (the chief 
goal of alchemy is to create a Philosopher’s 
Stone). In real life, there are rumours that 
Flamel faked his own death and that his 
coffin is empty. In Harry Potter’s world, this 
is because he actually did discover the 
stone after all! 
 

Many other characters have names with 
meanings in other languages. For example, 
Hogwarts Professor Minerva McGonagall is 
named after the Roman Goddess of 
wisdom, Minerva. The Caretaker Argus 
Filch’s cat, Mrs. Norris, is named after a 

nosy character from Jane Austen’s book, 
“Mansfield Park.” 
 

There are lots of secret references to other 
stories and to real life in the Harry Potter 
books. You just have to look for them! See 
if you can find what inspired Poppy 
Pomfrey or Irma Pince.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAY GRAVELL 
12.9.1951 – 31.10.07 

 
There have been few Welsh men or women 
prouder of their heritage than Ray Gravell, 
the former Llanelli, Wales and British Lions 
rugby player. Gregarious yet humble, he 
played during the most successful period in 
Welsh rugby's history, when he became 
known for his trademark beard and his 
powerful charges from midfield.  He will be 
sorely missed. 

 
 

“Words are, of course, the most 
powerful drug used by mankind." 

(Rudyard Kipling) 

COUNTING 
SYSTEM FOR 

EGGS 

At the turn of the twentieth century there 

was a special counting system for eggs 
which was used when ordering or checking 
the contents of a crate: 

o Six eggs = one Hand (three eggs 
in each human hand).  

o Twenty Hands = one Long 
Hundred – 120 eggs 

o Three Long Hundreds = One Box  
(360 eggs).  

o Four Boxes = one Case (1440 
eggs). 

o Or 80 Long Hundreds = One Crate 
(9600 eggs). 

 
HISTORY OF BARBERING 

 

The modern barber 

pole originated in the 
days when bloodletting 
was one of the principal 

duties of the barber. The two spiral ribbons 
painted around the pole represent the two 
long bandages, one twisted around the arm 
before bleeding, and the other used to bind 
is afterward. Originally, when not in use, the 
pole with a bandage wound around it, so 
that both might be together when needed, 
was hung at the door as a sign. But later, 
for convenience, instead of hanging out the 
original pole, another one was painted in 
imitation of it and given a permanent place 
on the outside of the shop. This was the 
beginning of the modern barber pole. 
 

The word "barber" comes from the Latin 
word "barba," meaning beard. It may 
surprise you to know that the earliest 
records of barbers show that they were the 
foremost men of their tribe. They were the 

medicine men and the priests. But primitive 
man was very superstitious and the early 
tribes believed that both good and bad 
spirits, which entered the body through the 
hairs on the head, inhabited every 
individual.  
 

The bad spirits could only be driven out of 
the individual by cutting the hair, so various 
fashions of hair cutting were practiced by 
the different tribes and this made the barber 
the most important man in the community. 
In fact, the barbers in these tribal days 
arranged all marriages and baptized all 
children. They were the chief figures in the 
religious ceremonies. During these 
ceremonies, the hair was allowed to hang 
loosely over the shoulders so that the evil 
spirits could come out. After the dancing, 
the long hair was cut in the prevailing 
fashion by the barbers and combed back 
tightly so that the evil spirits could not get in 
or the good spirits get out.  
 

This rule by barbers was a common thing in 
ancient Asia. In fact, wherever there were 
legends and superstitions about the hair, 
the barbers flourished. To this day in India, 
the veneration of the hair continues and 
those who cut and dress the hair are 
important characters. 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

Thomas Cook, the world's first 

travel agency in the world, was 
founded in 1850. 

 

The 16th century palace of King Phillip II of 
Spain had 1,200 doors. 
 

A dog was the first in space and a sheep, a 
duck and a rooster the first to fly in a hot air 
balloon. 
 

Music was sent down a telephone line for 
the first time in 1876, the year the phone 
was invented. 
 

Beer was the first trademarked product - 
British beer Bass Pale Ale received its 
trademark in 1876. 



LONG TIME FRIENDS 

Two elderly ladies had 

been friends for many 
decades. Over the years, 
they had shared all kinds 
of activities and 
adventures. Lately, their 

activities had been limited to meeting a few 
times a week to play cards. 
 

One day they were playing cards when one 
looked at the other and said, “Now don't get 
mad at me. I know we've been friends for a 
long time. But I just can't think of your 
name. I've thought and thought, but I can't 
remember it. Please tell me what your 
name is”. 
 

Her friend glared at her. For at least three 
minutes, her friend just stared and glared at 
her. Finally, her friend asked, “How soon do 
you need to know?” 

 
 

WORKING OUT 

Even though I'm getting a little older, I 

continue to keep in shape.  Here's my 
program for building my arm and shoulder 
muscles. You might wish to adopt this 
regimen.  Three days a week works well. 
 

I started by standing outside behind the 
house and, with a 5 lb potato sack in each 
hand, extended my arms straight out to my 
sides and held them there a long as I could. 
 

After a few weeks I moved up to 10 lb 
potato sacks, then 50 lb potato sacks, and, 
finally, I got to where I could lift a 100 lb 
potato sack in each hand and hold my arms 
straight out for more than a full minute. 
 

Next, I started putting a few potatoes in the 
sacks.  But I caution you not to overdo it at 

this level. 
 
 
 
 
 

GULLIVER’S 
TRAVELS 

Lemuel 

Gulliver voyaged to Lilliput, Brobdingnag, 
Laputa, Balnibarbi, Luggnagg, 
Glubbdubdrib, Japan and Houyhnhnms. 

 
 

 

 
THE BOAT 

RACE 

The Boat Race 

was started by two 
friends, Charles 

Merivale (Cambridge) and Charles 
Wiordsworth (Oxford). On 12

th
 March 1829, 

Cambridge challenged Oxford and the Boat 
Race was born.  
 

By tradition, the loser challenges the winner 
to the next race. 
 

Cambridge have more overall victories, with 
78 to their rivals' 73.  
 

The 2008 Race will be on Saturday March 
29th at 17.15.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOLOMON GRUNDY 

Solomon Grundy, Born on Monday, 

Christened on Tuesday,  
Married on Wednesday, 

Took ill on Thursday,  
Worse on Friday, 
Died on Saturday,  
Buried on Sunday,  

This is the end of Solomon Grundy. 

Make your heart like a lake, 
with calm, still surface, and 
great depths of kindness. 

Even if you think you're on 
the right track, you'll get run 

over if you just sit there 

FAVOURITE TV PETS 

Peoples most favourite TV 

Pets are: 
 

(1) Lassie – (2) Wellard (East 
Enders) - (3) Shep (Blue Peter) – (4) Petra 
(Blue Peter) – (5) Skippy – (6) Bagpuss – 
(7) Garfield – (8) Bouncer (Neighbours) – 
(9) Scooby Doo – (10) Goldie (Blue Peter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TWO OLD GUYS 

Two old miners, Dai 

and Jack, are sitting in 
a pub enjoying a pint 
of Brains Dark and 
talking about rugby, 
like they do every day. 
Dai turns to Jack and 
says, "Do you think 
there's rugby in 
heaven?"  

 

Jack thinks about it for a minute and 
replies, "I dunno. But let's make a deal: if I 
die first, I'll come back and tell you if there's 
rugby in heaven, and if you die first, you do 
the same."  
 

They shake on it and sadly, a few months 
later, poor Dai passes on. One day soon 
afterward, Jack is sitting there drink his pint 
of beer by himself when he hears a voice 
whisper, "Jack... Jack..."  
 

Jack responds, "Dai, Is that you?"  
 

"Yes it is, Jack," whispers Dai’s ghost.  
Jack, still amazed, asks, "So, is there rugby 
in heaven?" 
 

"Well," says Dai, "I've got good news and 
bad news."  
 

"Gimme the good news first," says Jack.  

Dai says, "Well... there is rugby in heaven."  
 

Jack says, "That's great! What news could 
be bad enough to ruin that!?"  
 

Dai sighs and whispers, "You're playing 
hooker on Friday”. 
 
 
 

BÔNAU CABBAGE PATCH 
CHRISTMAS DRAW 2007 

Pictured below are the two helpers we 

enrolled to assist us in making the Bônau 
Cabbage Patch Christmas Draw. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The draw was made on Wednesday 19

th
 

December 2007 by Alisha Wheeler and her 
brother Cahen (Grandchildren of Stan and 
Barbara of The Colliers Arms). 
 

Both Alisha and Cahen were quite 
exhausted after the draw as they had to 
draw a record 26 prizes from the sack.  
 

The results are shown on the opposite 
page and we would like to congratulate the 
winners and commiserate with the losers. A 
very big thank you to all who helped make 
this draw the most successful we have ever 
held. And a special thank you to our two 
helpers Alisha and Cahen. 

The future's already here it just isn't 
evenly distributed. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BÔNAU HUMOUR 
 

Some more Murray Walker 
quotes…. 

A battle is developing 

between them' I say 
developing, because it's 

not yet on.  
 

And Michael Schumacher is actually in a 
very good position. He is in last place.  
 

And now, excuse me while I interrupt 
myself.  
 

And that just shows you how important the 
car is in Formula One Racing.  
 

Anything happens in Grand Prix racing, and 
it usually does.  
 

Eight minutes past the hour here in Belgium 
- and presumably eight minutes past the 
hour everywhere in the world.  
 

Either the car is stationary, or it's on the 
move.  
 

Even in five years time, he will still be four 
years younger than Damon Hill.  
 

Have you ever seen so many people at a 
Formula One Grand Prix before? The 
answer's no, because there haven't been 
as many!  
 

He can't decide whether to leave his visor 
half open or half closed.  
 

I can't believe what's happening visually, in 
front of my eyes.  
 

I don't know what happened, but there was 
a major malmisorganization problem there.  
 

I don't make mistakes. I make prophecies, 
which immediately turn out to be wrong.  
 

I should imagine that the conditions in the 
cockpit are totally unimaginable.  
 

I'm in my usual state up here in the 
commentary box: high tension, heart 
beating like a trip hammer, whatever that is.  
 

I've no idea what Eddie Irvine's orders are, 
but he's following them superlatively well.  

IF is a very long word in Formula One; in 
fact, IF is F1 spelled backwards.  
 

In twelfth and thirteenth, the two Jaguars of 
Eddie Irvine.  
 

It looks as though this year there will be 
seventeen Grands Prix for the World 
Championship, compared with the 
traditional seventeen.  
 

Now he must not go the wrong way round 
the circuit, and unless he can spin himself 
stationary through 360 degrees I fail to see 
how he can avoid doing so.  
 

Schumacher wouldn't have let him past 
voluntarily. Of course he did it voluntarily, 
but he had to do it.  
 

That's history. I say history because it 
happened in the past.  
 

The lead car is unique, except for the one 
behind it, which is identical.  
 

The two McLaren 
drivers are so hot 
they look like two 
fried lobsters in silver 
suits.  
 

There are seven 
winners of the 
Monaco Grand Prix 

on the starting line today, and four of them 
are Michael Schumacher.  
 

There's nothing wrong with the car except 
that it's on fire.  
 

This circuit is interesting because it has 
inclines and declines. Not just up, but down 
as well.   
 

Well, now we have exactly the same 
situation as at the beginning of the race, 
only exactly opposite.  
 

With half the race gone, there is half the 
race still to go.  
 

You can cut the tension with a cricket 
stump.  
 

You might not think that's cricket, and it's 
not, it's motor racing. 


