
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The photograph (taken at Pwll Carnival mid 1950’s) shows Edna Davies, formerly of Pwll 

Road, Glascoed and Maesyrhaf, with her husband Jack (deceased). 
 

Edna now resides near her family in Burry Port, and will be celebrating her 90
th

 birthday 
on 13

th
 December 2011. 

 

So very happy birthday wishes from daughters Jacqueline and Angela, their respective 
families including husbands, children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, other family 

and friends. Here’s to many more milestone birthdays. 
 

As the countdown to 

Christmas intensifies, with fewer and fewer 
windows left to open on the Advent 
calendar, we witness the annual 
transformation of shopping centres into 
cathedrals of commercialism! There Shall 
Be Sales! - and the popular belief that this 
is a celebration of the glories of Mammon. 
As the late Dudley Moore remarked, "I 
always felt sorry for Jesus having his 
birthday on Christmas Day: only one set of 
presents." Likewise, to the commercial 
sector, Christmas Day itself could be seen 
as a bad day for trading. 
 

In truth, many regard December 25 as anti-
climactic: a hiatus between Carols by 
Candlelight and the Boxing Day Test; a 
time to give and receive ("Not socks 
again!"), eat hugely and drink copiously, 
and settle down in front of The Robe before 
taking two Beroccas and retiring, muttering, 
"Thank God Christmas is over!" But it 
should be remembered that there are just 
as many who say "Thank God it's 
Christmas!" For many people, this time of 
year remains a time of devotional 
celebration in which places of worship 
invite and embrace their various 
communities to remember events of two 
millenniums ago that have had a profound 
effect on millions of lives throughout the 
world. (© The Age) 
 

Nadolig Llawen. 

 
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

We would like to welcome our new 

sponsors to the magazine and hope that 
our association will be a long and enjoyable 
one.  
 

We would also like to express our thanks 
and gratitude to all our sponsors without 
whose generous contributions this edition 
of the magazine would not have been 
possible. 
 

We ask our readers to patronise our 
sponsors whenever possible and please 

mention the Bônau Cabbage Patch when 
you make your purchases.  

 
 

 
 

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or 

The Pwll Action Committee please call 
755665 or 755260 or 777420 or drop your 
articles or reports through our letterboxes 
at 43 or 53 or 81 Pwll Road or you can 
send us an e-mail at:  
 

thecabbagepatch@care2.com 
 

Any photographs we use are first scanned 
and then the originals are returned to their 
rightful owners so don’t be shy or fearful in 
sending us your photographs. It would be 
handy though if you wrote your name and 
address on the back of the photo (in pencil) 
or you attached one of those ‘post-it-notes’. 
 

 
 

BÔNAU DEADLINES 

The deadline for the spring edition of The 

Bônau Cabbage Patch is 25
th

 January 2012 
for your articles or reports or 20

th
 January 

2012 for any amendments to your advert. 
 
 
 

TRACKING SANTA 
 

 
 

Don’t forget that you can track Santa on 

Christmas Eve as he travels around the 
world delivering toys to all the girls and 
boys. 
 
If you want to track him then just go to:- 
 
http://www.noradsanta.org/ 



PWLL RESIDENTS 
& TENNANTS 
ASSOCIATION 

 

The Pwll Residents Association meet on 

the last Monday of every month in the 
vestry of Bethlehem Chapel. 
 
Do please go along as everyone is 
welcome to express their views and 
thoughts on what they think should be 
improved in the village. 
 
More information from Pam Williams, 
Secretary on 01554 776931 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The local police rely 

on us, the public to come forward and 
provide them with information so they can 
provide a better service. It also keeps them 
in the loop of what is really going on our 
community. Anti Social Behaviour and 
underage drinking is on the increase. With 
peoples help in identifying offenders and 
locations of where this is taking place the 
local police can tackle the issues. You can 
contact them in several ways, all are 
confidential, and each will be investigated. 
You can notify them either by telephone, 
email, Bobby Box’s etc. as follows: - 
 
PCSO 8017 Dan Brown Telephone number 
101 or e-mail dan.brown@dyfed-
powys.pnn.police.uk or at our local Bobby 
Box which is situated at Pwll Post Office. 
You can also follow Dyfed Powys Police on 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/dafyddP or be 
their friend on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/dafyddP  
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH & 
POLICING TEAM 

The Neighbourhood Watch & Policing 
Team hold regular meetings in Pwll 
Pavilion so that the public can meet them 
and discuss their problems and concerns.  
Meetings (open to all) will be held on the 
following dates at 6:30pm: - 

   
3

rd
 January 2012 

6
th

 March 2012 
 
Your local neighbourhood watch co-
ordinator is John Edwards. You can contact 
John on 775534. You can contact your 
local Police Community Support Officer 
Dan Brown by phoning 101 or by e-mail at:  

dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL EVENTS DATES 
 

11
th

 Dec Christmas Cracker hunt –  
 Pembrey Country Park 
11

th
 Dec Carols in the Parc – 

 Parc Howard Museum 
26

th
 Dec Walrus Dip – Pembrey  

 Country Park (11am) 
2012 
14

th
 Jan  Antiques Fair – National 

  Botanical Garden of Wales 
15

th
 Jan   Antiques Fair – National 

 Botanical Garden of Wales 
19

th
 Feb 10 mile run – Millennium 

 Coastal Park 
 
 
 
 

 

Save time . . . see it my way. 

Worry is interest paid in 
advance for a debt you may 

never owe. 

SIR ALFRED LEWIS JONES  
(24 February 1845 - 13 December 1909 

 

British Ship owner, knighted in 1901 and 

described as the “Uncrowned King of West 
Africa”.  There is a memorial to Sir Alfred 

Lewis Jones in front of The 
Liver Building at the south 
end of the Pier Head, 
Liverpool, facing west 
towards the River Mersey.  
This memorial was unveiled 
in 1913 to unanimous public 
acclaim.    He was a great 
philanthropist and amongst 
other things, founded the 

world’s first School of Tropical Medicine in 
Liverpool in 1899.  It was there that many 
important medical discoveries were made, 
including that malaria is transmitted by the 
bite of the anopheles mosquito, for which Sir 
Ronald Ross was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
1902. 
 

A very shrewd man who had a myriad 
interests, but why include an article about this 
generous man in Bonau Cabej?  Well he had 
relatives in Pwll. 
As children Merlys Griffiths nee Jones and the 
late R.I. Denis Jones heard tales of Alfred 
Lewis Jones from their mother, Blodwen 
Jones.  He was a distant relative on their 
mother’s side of the family although their 
surname was Jones too.  She used to tell 
tales of this man having connections with the 
Banana Industry and sure enough research 
has shown that she was correct, but let’s start 
at the beginning and trace the history of this 
interesting man. 
 

Alfred Lewis was born on 24th February, 1845, 
at Carmarthen, the son of Daniel Jones and 
his wife, Mary, who was the daughter of Henry 
Williams, the Rector of Llanedy.  The family 
moved to Liverpool when he was 2 years old.  
At the age of 12 he was apprenticed to the 
managers of the African Steamship Company, 
he became a clerk with Fletcher and Parr, 
shipping agents.  14 years later, at the age of 
26 yrs, he was offered a managerial post at 
the African Steamship Business, which had by 
now been purchased by Messrs. Elder, 
Dempster & Co.  He accepted this post 
subject to the owners selling him a number of 
their shares.  He later acquired further shares 
and eventually the control of the Company.  
Not finding sufficient scope in this post, he 

borrowed money to purchase two or three 
small sailing vessels and started in the 
shipping business on his own account.  The 
venture succeeded, he made additions to his 
fleet, but a few years later he sold his vessels 
realising that sailing ships were about to be 
superseded by steamers.  In 1900 he formed 
Elder’s Navigation Colliers Ltd. and bought 
two mines in Maesteg to supply his steam 
ships with fuel. 
 

He acquired considerable territorial interests 
in West Africa and financial interests in many 
of the companies engaged in opening up and 
developing that part of the world and took a 
great interest in imperial affairs.  Sir Alfred 
Lewis Jones promoted the eating of bananas 
in Britain and the ships of the Elder Dempster 
Line became known as “the banana boats”.  
He had a monopoly on the Congo-Antwerp 
mail traffic and took the leading part in 
opening up a new line of communication with 
the West Indies.  He stimulated the Jamaican 
fruit trade and tourist traffic, also developing 
the tourist trade and the banana industry in 
the Canary Islands.  He held consular duties 
representing King Leopold’s Congo State in 
Liverpool and was Chairman of the Bank of 
British West Africa.  Not surprising therefore 
that he was described as the “Uncrowned 
King of West Africa”. 
 

1901 he was made KCMG (Knight 
Commander of St Michael and St George). 
1902 he founded the British Cotton Growing 
Association. 
1903 he became chairman of the Liverpool 
Institute of Tropical Research and was also 
president of the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce. 
1904 he had been invited by Mr Joseph 
Chamberlain, the then Secretary for the 
Colonies, to be a member of his tariff 
commission and in 1905 became an honorary 
Fellow of Jesus College, Oxford. 
He was also the recipient of many foreign 
decorations. 
 

The Sir Alfred Jones Memorial Hospital in 
Garston, which shut in 2009, was named after 
him.  A new mini hospital is set to be built on 
the same site but whether the name will be 
kept is not known. 
 

Sir Alfred died, unmarried, on 13 December 
1909 leaving large charitable bequests. 
 

What an interesting man to have as part of 
your family tree over 100 years ago. 



CHRISTMAS TREES 

 There are numerous 

legends associated 
with the Christmas tree 
and how it came to be 
associated with 
Christmas. As per one 
legend, today's version 
of the Christmas tree 
dates back to the 
Pagan Yule 

celebration. The Pagan families used to 
believe in the wood spirits. They would 
bring a real tree inside their home in winter, 
in order to provide a place to the spirits to 
remain warm during the cold months. 
Pagans even hung bells from the branches 
of the tree so that they would know when a 
spirit came inside their home. Food items 
were also hung on the branches and a five-
pointed star, the pentagram, was placed on 
top of the tree. 
 

Another version of the legends about the 
Christmas tree goes back to the 1300's. 
During that time, artists used to roam 
around in the streets carrying huge pine 
boughs, loaded with apples. This act was a 
kind of advertisement for the miracle plays 
they used to stage on the steps of the 
church, the plays about Adam and Eve, 
with the boughs representing the Garden of 
Eden. Slowly and gradually, this 'paradise 
tree' came to be associated with life and 
was named as the 'Christ Child's Tree'. 
 

Yet another legend of the Christmas tree 
revolves around the story of a Christian 
monk who used to spread Christianity 
amongst the Druids in England, in the early 
days of the religion. One day, he struck 
down a huge oak tree, which was believed 
to be an object of worship as per the Druid 
religion. As the tree fell to ground, it 
splintered and from within it, a fir tree 
sprung up. The monk declared the fir tree 
to be the 'Holy Tree', a symbol of endless 
love, peace as well as the Christ Child. One 
of the first written references to a Christmas 
tree was made in 1605. In that year, a 
German tourist reported seeing a tree 
decorated with apples, gilded candies, 
paper roses and thin wafers.  

One story tells that when Christianity first 
came to Northern Europe, three virtues: 
Faith, Hope and Charity were sent from 
Heaven to find a tree that was as high as 
hope; as great as love; as sweet as charity; 
and one that had the sign of the cross on 
every bough. Their search ended in the 
forests of the North where they found the 
Fir. Lighted from the radiance of the stars, it 
was the first Christmas tree.  
 
Another typical tale tells about a woodcutter 
who helps a small hungry child. The next 
morning, the child appears to the 
woodcutter and his wife, and is none other 
than the Christchild. The child breaks a 
branch from a fir tree and tells the couple 
that it will be a tree that, at Christmas time, 
will bear fruit. As foretold the tree is laden 
with apples of gold and nuts of silver. 

 

 THE UPSIDE DOWN 
CHRISTMAS TREE 

During the 7th century, a 

monk from Devonshire 
spent time there preaching 

the word of God. Like any good instructor, 
he used props. The story goes that he used 
the triangular shape of the Fir tree to 
describe the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
that makes up the Holy Trinity. By the 12th 
century, the Fir tree was being hung upside 
down from ceilings in Central Europe as a 
symbol of Christianity at Christmas time. 

 

 

 

SNOW IN SCOTLAND 

I just got off the phone with a friend in 

Scotland.  He said that since early this 
morning the snow has been nearly waist 
high and is still falling.  His wife has done 
nothing but look through the kitchen 
window.  He says that if it gets much 
worse, he may have to let her in. 
 
 

The only thing you have to do is breath: 
 Everything else is just optional. 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

The Trapp Family 

Singers, whose life 
story provided 
inspiration for the 
Rodgers and 
Hammerstein musical 

The Sound of Music, recorded a song titled 
"Carol of the Drum" (identified on the 
Decca record jacket as a "Czech carol") 
prior to their 1955 retirement.  
 
This song resembles Little Drummer Boy in 
music and lyrics, except for replacing the 
lamb with an ass in the line "The ox and 
lamb kept time."  
 
So it looks like Little Drummer Boy was 
originally called Carol of the Drum. 
 
 
 

 
 
A COWBOY’S 
CHRISTMAS 
PRAYER 
 
 

I ain't much good at prayin', and You may 
not know me, Lord - 

I ain't much seen in churches where they 
preach Thy Holy Word, 

 
But You may have observed me out here 

on the lonely plains, 
A-lookin' after cattle, feelin' thankful when it 

rains, 
 

Admirin' Thy great handiwork, the miracle 
of grass, 

Aware of Thy kind Spirit in the way it comes 
to pass 

 
That hired men on horseback and the 

livestock that we tend 
Can look up at the stars at night and know 

we've got a Friend. 
 
 

So here's ol' Christmas comin' on, remindin' 
us again 

Of Him whose comin' brought goodwill into 
the hearts of men 

 
A cowboy ain't no preacher, Lord, but if 

You'll hear my prayer, 
I'll ask as good as we have got for all men 

everywhere. 
 

Don't let no hearts be bitter, Lord; don't let 
no child be cold. 

Make easy beds for them that's sick, and 
them that's weak and old. 

 
Let kindness bless the trail we ride, no 

matter what we're after, 
And sorta keep us on Your side, in tears as 

well as laughter. 
 

I've seen old cows a-starvin', and it ain't no 
pretty sight: 

Please don't leave no one hungry, Lord, On 
Thy good Christmas night-- 

 
No man, no child, no woman, and no critter 

on four feet-- 
I'll aim to do my best to help You find 'em 

chuck to eat. 
 

I'm just a sinful cowpoke, Lord,--ain't got no 
business prayin'-- 

But still I hope You'll ketch a word or two of 
what I'm a-sayin': 

 
We speak of Merry Christmas, Lord--I 

reckon You'll agree 
There ain't no Merry Christmas for nobody 

that ain't free. 
 

So one thing more I'll ask You, Lord: just 
help us what You can 

To save some seeds of freedom for the 
future sons of man! 

 
© S. Omar Barker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There has been only one 

Christmas - the rest are 

anniversaries. 



DINNER 

 
I was sitting on the 

sofa watching TV when 
I heard my wife's voice from the kitchen. 
"What would you like for dinner, my love? 
Chicken, Beef or Lamb?" I said, "Thank 
you, I'll have chicken." She replied, "You're 
having soup, you idiot. I was talking to the 
cat." 

 
 
 

THREE 
CONTRACTORS 

 
 

Three contractors are bidding to fix a 
collapsed wall at the Welsh Assembly in 
Cardiff... 
 
... one from Cardiff, another from Swansea 
and the third from Pwll. They go with an 
assembly official to examine the wall.  
 
The Cardiff contractor takes out a tape 
measure and does some measuring, then 
works some figures with a pencil. 'Well', he 
says, “I figure the job will run to about £900: 
£400 for materials, £400 for my crew and 
£100 profit for me.”  
 

The Swansea contractor also does some 
measuring and figuring, and then says, “I 
can do this job for £700: £300 for materials, 
£300 for my crew and £100 profit for me.” 
 

The Pwll contractor doesn't measure or 
figure but leans over to the Assembly 
official and whispers, "£2,700." The 
astonished official says, “You didn't even 
measure like the others! How did you come 
up with such a high figure?”  

 

The Pwll contractor whispers back, “£1000 
for me, £1000 for you, and we hire the guy 
from Swansea to fix the wall.” 
'Done!' replies the assembly official.  
 

And that my friends ... is how it all works. 

 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

Spooked cops couldn't believe their eyes 

when they checked their rear-view mirror - 
and saw a car being driven by a ghostly 
skeleton. 
 

The brave boys in blue pulled over the 
vehicle in Plattling, Germany, only to 
discover it was a British registered car 
being driven by baffled Martin Williams, 23. 
 

He told police he'd snapped up the plastic 
life-size model at a local flea market but 
strapped it into his front passenger seat 
because he thought it would be damaged in 
the boot. 
 

A police spokesman said: 'It was only when 
we stopped the car that we realised it was 
a British right hand drive car - and the 
skeleton was therefore in the passenger 
seat. 
 

"We could not make any charges against 
him as it is not illegal to have a plastic 
skeleton in your car." 
 
Motorist Joel Dobrin, 32, was pulled over 

in a traffic stop in February in Oregon, and 
rushed to hide his alleged drug stash, 
which was in a sock. However, his dog 
intercepted the sock for an impromptu 
game of dog-tug-of-war in the car. Dobrin 
won but lost his grip, and the sock flew out 
the driver's window, right in front of the 
officer. Dobrin was cited, and later indicted, 
for drug possession. 

 
Thieves usually pick out easy jobs, but 

occasionally they go bold - for example, 
breaking into the prison at New Plymouth, 
New Zealand's North Island, in March 
(carrying off a large TV set) or breaking into 
the police station in Uddingston, Scotland, 
in April and carrying off uniforms and 
radios.  
 
 
 
 

 

How quick another year has passed us by 

and before long we will be approaching the 
shortest day - Dec 21st   but I must briefly 
reflect about last summer, I believe the best 
for five years. Admittedly it was not 
scintillating with spells of glorious sunny days 
but was much drier than the previous four 
years, however nature still provides us with 
some interesting and obscure occurrences. 
 

On one of the fishing lakes there was a 
possible sighting of otters swimming with cubs 
a very rare sight indeed, but was later 
informed that it was a family of mink - worse 

luck! These 
creatures are 
fearless little 
blighters and have 
no natural predators, 
but only one enemy - 
us humans.    

 

With an unsettled spell of weather in 
September everybody thought another 
summer was over and could store away their 
summer clothes and barbeque equipment, but 
by the end of the month the sun shone 
strongly and temperatures rocketed to a 
scorching 26 degrees. Because of these 
unexpected warm conditions large shoals of 
mackerel came close to the shore, which 
enabled some fishermen to catch large 

numbers of these 
very tasty fish. 
 
One very strange 
occurrence was that 
when a village 
resident was walking 

at the bottom of Tyle Catherine he saw 
something quite remarkable, a small hard-
shelled creature - a tortoise. You don’t 
normally see these animals rambling 
through the streets of Pwll. Where an earth 
had it come from? After some investigating 
it appeared that it had escaped form a 
nearby garden. A few years ago I 
mentioned about sheep running wild on the 
hill, now a tortoise, I wonder what will be 

the next unusual creature to be seen at this 
wildlife haven! 
 

One day I was visiting a friend at Glascoed 
and witnessed something I have never seen 

before. While talking to 
this resident I heard a 
strange noise and turned 
around to see a horse 
reaching into the garden 
and munching at a fuchsia 
bush! Really weird, I 
approached the horse and 
then noticed it was eating 
lush green grass, I said 

‘the grass here must be better than you have 
got in the field’ to my amazement the horse 
neighed and nodded his head as if to say yes 
it was better this was quite hilarious. Later I 
mentioned it to some friends who immediately 
said ‘have you been drinking’ ‘no not a drop’ I 
replied, it had been just an amusing 
coincidence. 
 

Some forecasters are 
predicting another cold winter 
with snowfall in January and 
February, they have been 
wrong before! So let us wait 
and see.  

 
Wishing you all A Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year, see you at springtime. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

AVON DDULAIS SCHEME 
POSTPONED 

 

We understand that the proposed flood 

prevention scheme for the Avon Ddulais 
that was due to commence in October has 
been delayed until next February. 
 
Despite a guarantee some months ago that 
there was adequate funding secured, there 
is now no money available. 
 

(Financial years tend to start in April so if there is no funding 

available now there probably won’t be any available in 

February! – Ed) 



SOME STRANGE CHRISTMAS 
TRADITIONS FROM AROUND THE 

WORLD 
 

The hiding of all 

brooms on Christmas 
Eve night is a very old 
Norwegian tradition. In 
the old days people 
believed witches and 

evil spirits come out on this night looking for 
brooms to ride on, so they hid them in the 
safest places possible. Today, Norwegian 
women still hide their brooms, mops and 
brushes before going to sleep, while the 
men sometimes sneak out of the house 
and fire a shotgun to scare off the witches. 

 

Throwing of Shoes - 

In the Czech Republic 
single women perform 
a very unusual ritual on 
Christmas Eve Day, to 

find out if they will marry in the following 
year. With their backs to the house door, 
they throw one of their shoes over their 
shoulder. If the shoe lands with the heel 
towards the door, she will definitely stay 
single for another year, while if the front of 
the shoe points towards the door, it means 
she will move out of her parents’ house, 
and she should start making wedding 
preparations. 
 
 
 

Throwing of Food - 

This is definitely one 
of the messiest 
Christmas traditions 
in the world and we 
strongly advise you 

don’t try it at home, unless you plan to have 
your living room repainted soon. At the 
beginning of Christmas Eve dinner, the 
head of the family takes a spoon of Loksa 
(a traditional Christmas dish made out of 
bread, poppy seed filling and water) and 
throws it up at the ceiling. The more 
mixture that remains glued on the ceiling 
the richer his crops will be the following 

year. It’s a fun custom popular in many 
areas of Slovakia and the Ukraine, but the 
women that have to clean up the mess 
don’t like it so much. 

 

Burning the 

Goat - What 
started-off as 
an act of 
vandalism has 
become one 

of the most interesting traditions in 
Sweden. For over 40 years the Swedish 
town of Gavle has erected a giant Goat 
made of straw to mark the beginning of the 
holiday season. But every year vandals do 
everything they can to burn down the goat 
before Christmas Day. Since 1966, the 
Straw Goat has survived until Christmas 
Day only 10 times. People disguise 
themselves as Santa Claus or elves to get 

past the guardians 
and ignite the straw 
monument. 
 

 Roller skate to 

Mass - If you are 
looking for the most unusual Christmas 
Getaway this year, you should think about 
travelling to Caracas, the capital of 
Venezuela. On Christmas Eve morning the 
roads of the city are closed to cars, so 
people can roller skate to Mass. They don’t 
have snow here so I guess this is a nice 
alternative to riding a sled to church. 
Instead of Christmas carols people just 
beat their drums at midnight shouting 
“Jesus is born!” and use firecrackers to 
light-up the sky. Christmas doesn’t get 
weirder than that. 
 
 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

Many parts of the Christmas 

tree can actually be eaten, 
with the needles being an 
excellent source of Vitamin C. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
MY DAD  

by Andrew Selwood 

A man who in life was tall in stature, 

Talented, intelligent and hard working 
Husband, father and willing mentor 
Stern but fair with fiery temper! 
 

Wife, dog, children, cars. 
We can’t say he loved them in that order, 
But that dog got away with murder! 
Always Ford, never Vauxhall. 
 

Wales, Scotland, England, Holland 
Add a stint in the USA 
These were places we lived and stayed 
Always working, never shirking. 
 

When jobs dried up he didn’t falter 
Stacking shelves or driving lorries. 
He then retrained as a surveyor 
And the nights were filled with rustling paper. 
 

Weddings, births and graduations 
The years would pass and kids grew up, 
He saw them all and joined celebrations 
With a knowing smile and a bottle of wine. 
 

Illness was never far away, 
Dialysis at an early age, 
Held at night so at work he could stay 
A new kidney aged, a new lease of life. 
 

Difficult times were to follow 
Aneurysm, put him in bed. 
We thought we lost him but instead 
He was back at home and laptop linked. 
 

Then one day there was a wobble, 
Balance lost and mumbled words. 
In hospital he would be nursed. 
False hopes and lost time. 
 

Again he would surprise us. 
He came home and we would find 
That food was ‘tremendous!’ 
And he would smile. 

Inevitably there was an end. 
Where ‘OK’ was not an answer. 
Nurses, friends and family would attend 
And draw a smile, a hug a kiss. 
 

In memory of John Selwood (formerly of Maesyrhaf and 
Glascoed, Pwll) who sadly passed away on 2

nd
 October 

2011 
 

 
OWL – A NEW POLICE INITIATIVE 

 

 

Dyfed Powys Police are currently introducing 

a new message service for the communities 
of Carmarthenshire.  
 

As part of Carmarthenshire Police’s 
continuing commitment to Neighbourhood 
Policing this service is being piloted in 
Carmarthenshire.  
 

The Online Watch Link (OWL) is a two way 
initiative that allows the police to pass relevant 
messages to the community, and encourage 
the community to respond to the messages. 
 

Messages can be of a crime prevention 
nature or to let you know of a notable incident 
that has occurred that may be of interest to 
yourself or your business. 
 

This Online Watch Link is FREE and can 
decide the method of communication utilised. 
It is possible to receive the message via your 
home phone, a mobile phone via a text 
message or alternatively via e-mail to your 
home or work place. 
 

Register today and you will receive Police 
Messages relating to incidents of interest. 
 

For more information please contact: 
 

Brian Jones – Crime Reduction Co-ordinator 
Ammanford Police Station 
Tel: 101 / ext 27465 
Brian.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A good conscience is a continual 
Christmas. 



 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

A man stole Mark Bao's 

computer in March, but 
Bao used his automatic 
online-backup service to 
access the hard drive 

while the thief was using it, to discover a 
performance video of a man (presumably 
the thief) dancing to a pop song.  
 

Bao uploaded the video to You Tube - 
where 700,000 viewers showed it the 
proper disrespect - and also tracked down 
the thief's e-mail address and informed him 
of his new Internet "stardom." Shortly 
afterward, the still-unidentified thief turned 
in the notebook to police with an apology to 
"Mark," begging him to take down the 
video.  

 

 
MURRAY THE HUMP 

 

Al Capone's chief 

lieutenant Llewellyn Morris 
Humphreys, known as 
"Murray the Hump" was 
one of the most successful 
criminals in US history. He 

was born in Chicago of Welsh parents from 
Llanidloes, Mid Wales. When Capone was 
imprisoned in 1933, Murray became 
America's Public Enemy Number One. 

 
  

 
WITCHES OF SALEM 

In 1692 almost 150 of the 

so called witches were 
arrested, but only 31 stood 
trial. All 31, including 6 
males, were sentenced to 
death. Nineteen were 
hanged, 2 escaped prison, 2 

died in prison, and 1 eighty year old man 
was slowly pressed to death under heavy 
stones. None were burned. 

 

BALTHASAR 
GÉRARD 

- Assassin of 
William of Orange 

 

1584 - executed as 
follows: that the right 
hand of Gérard should 
be burned off with a 
red-hot iron, that his 

flesh should be torn from his bones with 
pincers in six different places, that he 
should be quartered and disembowelled 
alive, that his heart should be torn from his 
bosom and flung in his face, and that, 
finally, his head should be cut off. 

 

 

THE CELTIC LANGUAGE 

The Celtic languages form a separate 

branch of the Indo-European languages, 
which also include the Germanic, Italic, and 
Indo-Iranian branches. 

 

Goidelic Languages (q-Celtic): 
Irish 
Manx 

Scottish 
 

Brythonic Languages (p-Celtic): 
Breton 
Cornish 
Welsh 

 

 
NEW BOOK 

I noticed my wife had 

bought a new book entitled, 
"What 20 Million British Women Want."  
 

I grabbed the book out of her hands and 
started thumbing through the pages.  
 

My wife was a little annoyed. "Hey, what do 
you think you're doing?"  
 

I calmly replied, "I just wanted to see if they 
spelled my name right." 
 
 

PWLL CRICKET 
CLUB 

League positions as at end of the 
season. 

 
 

Division Three - First XI  - Table 
 

  Played Pts 

Llandysul  18 386 

Bronwydd  18 311 

Pwll  18 288 

Briton Ferry Town 18 270 

Landore  18 254 

Porthcawl  18 218 

Hill Plymouth  18 214 

Cimla  18 207 

Baglan  18 186 

Dyffryn  18 101 

 
 

Division Three – Second XI  - Table 

  Played Pts 

Bronwydd  18 309 

Hills Plymouth 18 291 

Porthcawl 18 270 

Dyffryn  18 264 

Cimla 18 225 

Llandysul           18 206 

Briton Ferry Town 18 194 

Pwll  18 132 

Landore 18 128 

Baglan 18  69 

 
 
 

TWO NUNS 
 

Two Irish nuns 
had just arrived 
in the USA by 
boat...and one 
says to the other, 
"I hear that the 
people in this 

country actually eat dogs." 
 

"Odd," her companion replies, "but if we 
shall live in America, we might as well do 
as the Americans do." 
 

As they sit, they hear a vendor yelling, "Hot 
Dogs, get your dogs here," and they both 
walk towards the hot dog cart. "Two dogs, 
please!," says one. The vendor is very 
pleased to oblige, wraps both hot dogs in 
foil and hands them over.  
 

Excited, the nuns hurry to a bench and 
begin to unwrap their 'dogs.' The mother 
superior is first to open hers. She begins to 
blush, and then staring at it for a moment, 
leans to the other Nun and in a soft brogue 
whispers......"What part did you get?" 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

A Southern California man stuck a butter 

knife into his belly in a failed bid at  self-
surgery to remove a painful hernia. 
 

The wife of the 63-year-old man called 
emergency services and told the 
emergency operator her husband was 
using a butter knife to remove a protruding 
hernia. 
 

Richard Handl,31, finally promised police 

he'd stop doing it (constructing a nuclear 
reactor in his kitchen, in southern Sweden). 
He had some radium, americium, and 
uranium, and once created a small 
meltdown in his stove. He must have failed: 
No significant radiation levels were 
detected. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If a Christmas tree falls in the forest and 
there is no one around to see it do the 
other Christmas trees make fun of it? 

Christmas, my child, is love in action. - 
Dale Evans 



 

 

 

HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH 
Little did I think a few 
months ago that this 
Christmas I would be 

writing my last article for the Bônau as vicar 
of this wonderful parish. My appointment as 
the next Archdeacon of Bangor has been 
as much a shock for me as it has been for 
many of you.  
 
The last few months have been quite 
stressful. Through all the excitement of the 
completion of the St Mary’s Burry Port 
Campaign, there have been many 
problems, which have not been easy to 
manage. The additional responsibility of 
making a very important vocational 
decision has made this time very tough for 
Louise and me. 
 
Making important decisions are never easy 
but we have always attempted to do so with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. And 
sometimes they only seem to make sense 
with hindsight. Five years ago, we were 
extremely saddened to leave Dewisland to 
come here – and failed to make sense of it 
at the time. With hindsight, it has been the 
biggest blessing to date of our lives. We 
have loved this parish and its people 
deeply and you will always hold a very 
special place in our hearts. Through 
agonizing thought and prayer, however, 
together with the counsel of wise 
colleagues and friends, I believe that this 
call is also of God. 
 
My new sphere of ministry will be very 
different. As Archdeacon of Bangor, I will 
join the Dean of Bangor and the 
Archdeacon of Meirionnydd in making up 
the Bishop’s leadership team in the 
Diocese of Bangor. The Bangor Diocese is 
divided into two archdeaconries. My patch 
(the Bangor Archdeaconry) stretches from 
Holyhead in the north-west to Llandudno in 

the north-east and Clynnog Fawr in the 
south-west to Betws y Coed in the south 
east. I will help the Bishop with strategy for 
mission in this area and have a particular 
responsibility for the pastoral care of clergy 
and their families in the archdeaconry. 
 
All this is very daunting. But I have to 
remember what Bishop Saunders helped 
me to see. That the God who was faithful to 
me in St Davids and Solva and Burry Port 
will be faithful in Bangor too. This is the 
message of Christmas. Emmanuel. God 
with us. And this is my prayer for Burry Port 
and Pwll too – not that God will be with you 
– because he always is – but that you will 
know his presence in your midst and lives 
always. Remember our Sunday Club 
Prayer ‘Loving God, open our ears to hear 
you, open our eyes to see you, open our 
hearts to love you, this week and always’. 
 
With my love and deep affection 

 
The Venerable R Paul Davies 
Vicar & Archdeacon Designate of Bangor 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN HOLY 
TRINITY PWLL 
 
Sunday 18

th
 December: Christingle @ 4pm 

 
Sunday 25

th
 December: Christmas 

Eucharist @ 9am 
 
 
(The Bônau Cabbage Patch and the Pwll Action 
Committee wish Rev Paul every success and happiness 
in his new position). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I once bought my kids a set of 
batteries for Christmas with a note on 

it saying, toys not included. 

CAPEL LIBANUS 
CHAPEL 

Oedfaon y Sul am 

10.00 y bore Ysgol 
Sul y plant yn ystod yr 
Oedfa. 

Un Oedfa Gymun y mis a'r Suliau yn amrywio. 
 

 
GWEITHGAREDDAU'R FLWYDDYN:- 
Cymdeithas Ddiwylliadol  -  Mae’r 
Gymdeithas wedi ail-ddechrau a nosweithiau 
amrywiol a diddorol wedi’u trefnu ar ein cyfer.  
Dewch i fwynhau bob pythefnos ar nos Lun 
am 7 o’r gloch.  Bydd yr aelodau yn mynd 
allan am ginio Nadolig dechrau mis Rhagfyr.  
Diolch i Deryth am drefnu.  Bydd y 
cyfarfodydd yn gorffen yn Rhagfyr ac yn ail-
ddechrau mis Mawrth i osgoi y tywydd garw 
yn Ionawr a Chwefror.      
 

 
Dosbarth Llenyddiaeth    -  Y dosbarth yn 
cwrdd pob prynhawn dydd Mercher, am 2 o'r 
gloch, dan arweiniad Bethan.  ‘Rydym eisioes 
wedi darllen a thrafod storiau byrion a dwy o 
ddramau Saunders Lewis.  Edrychwn ymlaen 
i ddarllen nofel cyn y Nadolig.  Mae’r dosbarth 
yn agored i unrhyw un – cewch groeso 
cynnes iawn. 
 

 
Oedfa Ddiolchgarwch y Plant.   Cawsom 
oedfa arbennig i ddathlu a diolch am y 
cynhaeaf bore Sul, 25 Medi, a phlant y festri 
a’r athrawon yn cymryd rhan dan arweiniad 
Cathryn Clement.  ‘Rydym yn hynod o ffodus 
o’n plant a’u hathrawon, diolch yn fawr yddynt 
am eu ymroddiad.  Mae’r Ysgol Sul yn agored 
i dderbyn a chroesawi rhagor o blant - dewch i 
gael blas. 
 

 
Cyfarfod Arbennig.   Ar Sul 16 Hydref 
cawsom y cyfle i groesawu Mr Nigel Davies i 
Libanus.  Ef yw Swyddog Menter Ieuenctid 
Cristnogol, (MIC), Sir Gaerfyrddin.  Cawsom y 
cyfle hefyd i groesawu aelodau o Gapel Als, 
Capel Newydd a Seion, Porth Tywyn, i’r 
oedfa.  Da oedd cael cyfle arall i ddod at ein 
gilydd i addoli.  Cafodd y plant gyfle i 
gynorthwyo yn yr oedfa a diolchwn yddynt am 
eu parodrwydd i wasanaethu. 
 

 
Romanian Aid Foundation South Wales.  
Elusen Gristnogol yw hon, yn llai nag o’r 
blaen, yn mynd a nwyddau i ardal Dorohoi.  

Daeth llawer o reis, pasta a “tins” o fwyd i law 
dros Suliau’r Cynhaeaf ac erbyn hyn mae 
Paul wedi eu casglu i’w hanfon at dlodion yr 
ardal ac i gartref “Downs Syndrome” yn 
Dorohoi.  Diolch yn fawr am bob cefnogaeth 
a’ch cyfraniadau. Hefyd i aelodau Bethlehem 
a ffrindiau o’r pentre am eu cyfraniadau hael 
hwythau.  Aeth Paul ar y lori ddiwethaf i’r 
ardal – gwelodd dros ei hunan y sefyllfa 
dorcalonus sydd yno.  Dywedodd fod yr 
angen yn un enbyd.  Gwelwch yr erthygl ar 
Dorohoi i gael rhagor o wybodaeth.  Bydd 
Bocsis Esgidiau Nadolig yn mynd i’r plant a’r 
Cartref Downs ac yn cyrraedd erbyn y 
Nadolig.  Llawer o ddiolch eto am wneud yn 
siwr bod y plant bach hyn yn cael anrheg y 
Nadolig hwn. 
 

 
 
Oedfa Garolau Undebol Cymorth 
Cristnogol  -  Mae’r Oedfa yn Eglwys y 
Drinod Sanctaidd eleni am 10.30 o’r gloch, 
fore Sul, 4 Rhagfyr 2011.  Bydd Aelodau o’r 
dair Eglwys yn cymryd rhan ac estynnwn 
groeso cynnes i bawb o’r pentre, eu teuluoedd 
a’u ffrindiau i fod yn rhan o’r oedfa arbennig 
hon eleni eto.  Bydd stondin Traidcraft ar 
ddiwedd yr Oedfa yn gwerthu nwyddau 
masnach deg a chardiau Nadolig. 
 

Ar ran aelodau Libanus a Chymorth 
Cristnogol dymunwn yn dda i’r Parchedig Paul 
Davies, Ficer y Plwyf,  a’i deulu, yn ei 
Ofalaeth Newydd fel Arch-ddiacon Bangor.  
Bydd yn dechrau ar ei waith yn Ionawr 2012.  
Bendith gyfoethog y nef fyddo arnoch wrth i 
chwi bara i ledaenu newyddion da yr Efengyl 
mewn ardal wahanol. 
 

Cofiwn yn arbennig am ein haelodau yn 
Libanus sy’n methu dod yn rheolaidd erbyn 
hyn am wahanol resymau.  ‘Rydym yn cofio 
amdanoch yn gyson ac yn enwedig o amgylch 
Bwrdd y Cymun.  Dymunwn Nadolig Llawen a 
Bendithion yr Wyl i bob un ohonoch.  Hefyd 
estynnwn Gyfarchion y Tymor i holl 
ddarllenwyr Bonau Cabej ac mae croeso 
cynnes i chwi ymuno yn yr oedfaon a’r 
gweithgareddau.  Rhif ffon 01554 758023 am 
fanylion pellach. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

It is at Christmastime that want is 
most keenly felt. (Dickens – A 

Christmas Carol) 



CYMORTH 
CRISTNOGOL / 
CHRISTIAN AID 

Thank you to everyone who continues to 

support the poor of the Third World and for 
your generous donations.   The United 
Carol Service is at Holy Trinity Church 
this year at 10.30.a.m. on Sunday, 4th 
December, 2011.  Members of the three 
churches will be taking part as usual and a 
collection will be made towards the work of 
this wonderful Charity that helps the poor 
and needy regardless of colour, creed or 
religion.  We have been singing for 
Christian Aid at Christmas in Pwll for 
innumerable years now and the United 
Carol Service on the first Sunday in 
December is a date in our diaries.  Please 
can we make this year an extra special one 
and in doing so say a special thank you for 
ALL THE BLESSINGS WE RECEIVE daily.  
Please come and join us, everyone is 
welcome.  Following the Service there will 
be a Traidcraft stall selling fair-trade 
products and Christmas Cards. 
 
Poverty is an outrage against humanity.  It 
robs people of dignity, freedom and hope, 
of self respect and power over their own 
lives.  The need is great and our support 
essential.  The Treasurer was able to send 
a cheque for £1,000 again this year on 
behalf of the village.  A big thank you for 
your continued support.  
 

Anyone interested in more information or 
who have a little spare time, we would be 
more than glad of your help.  Contact Nos. 
01554 772441 or 01554 758023. 
 
 
 
 

ROMANIAN AID 
FOUNDATION (SOUTH 

WALES). 
 

In the last edition of Bonau 

Cabej I promised I would give you further 
information about the above Charity.  I hope 
you will find this useful and keep us in mind.  
Thank you. 
 

The original Christian Charity was formed 
in 1994 in Horley, Surrey, working in 
conjunction with Asociatia Neemia, 
Dorohoi, a group of dedicated Christian 
people in this region of Romania.  The 
South Wales Branch has been recently 
formed by two couples, Paul and Gloria 
Hare of Swansea, and Chris and Ellens 
Edmonds, Pontardawe.  Dorohoi has been 
described as the poorest town, in the 
poorest county, in the poorest region of 
Romania.  The people are extremely poor 
and again last spring the river burst its 
banks and homes were swept away by the 
dozen.  Many are still homeless almost a 
year later, or still live in temporary 
accommodation after the Danube floods 
and several dozen families are still living in 
converted containers.  In the country -  
typical houses are made of mud bricks with 
no water, sewerage or electricity; and in the 
town -  typical housing is in tower blocks 
which are in a near state of collapse.  The 
area seems to be forgotten, the need is 
dire and there doesn’t seem to be an end 
to the suffering.  Hopelessness is the word 
that you see written on people’s faces as 
you walk around the town.  The bright and 
clever have left, leaving behind the old, the 
not so bright and the disadvantaged.  The 
Centre of Hope, which is run by the 
Asociatia Neemia, has become the centre 
of hope, both physically and spiritually.  It is 
more than a provider of meals (250 a 
week); food parcels; showers; etc.  There is 
a weekly Church Service where they can 
feel accepted and welcome.  There is a 
children’s club, a senior citizen’s club 
starting and a mother and toddler group 
planned.  All things we take for granted. 
Paul, our contact, visited the area to see for 
himself on the last lorry-load of goods 
which left Lampeter at the end of 
September. (There is a lorry based at 
Lampeter which is made available several 
times a year to transport the goods.)  On 
his return Paul spoke of the dire need of 
the people and also spoke of the Downs 
Syndrome Orphanage that they visited – it 
was heartbreaking.  If you feel you would 
like to 
help here is a list of the priority items 
needed.  Please don’t throw anything away 
before asking us.  Thank you. :-   

CLOTHES – for babies, boys, girls, men & 
women.   
SHOES – in good useable condition.   
KNITTED AND CROCHET ITEMS – gloves, 
hats, scarves, jumpers, blankets, etc.   
FOOD – pasta, rice, tinned food, baby milk.   
BEDDING – duvets, blankets, sheets.   
SEWING & KNITTING - all materials and 
needles even odd balls of wool and material 
cut-offs.    
TOYS – anything in working order but nothing  
which is ENGLISH specific.   
MEDICAL SUPPLIES – vitamins, paracetamol 
etc.  
BICYCLES and SPECTACLES.    
 
 
Asociata Neemia employs 8 Christian people, 
all their employment costs are covered by 
sales from the shop, which is allowed to sell 
10% of the goods received, to those who can 
afford to pay a little.  They have around 1,500 
families on their books.  All have been visited 
and carefully vetted so that they know they 
are truly needy.  Most families receive two 
clothes boxes a year selected for them and 
food is distributed when available.  Bikes, 
pushchairs, wheelchairs, zimmer frames, 
shoes are all given. 
 

We hope this has given you an insight of the 
work being carried out, and the good news is 
that part of a large warehouse has been made 
available locally and this will assist storage 
between trips, meaning we can collect more 
often.  
 
 
The Harvest Thanksgiving    
 

At the end of September as the Chapels were 
celebrating the Harvest Festival we were able 
to think of the poor and needy again this year.  
Rice, Pasta and tins of food were collected.   
We are extremely grateful once again for the 
support of the members, friends and families 
of Libanus and Bethlehem for their generous 
donations.  Paul collected the goods and they 
are now well on their way to Dorohoi.   
 
 
Christmas Shoe Boxes  
 

As the magazine is going to press the 
Christmas Shoe Boxes are being prepared for 
the Downs Syndrome Orphanage and poor 
children of Dorohoi.  All the helpers  

gathered in Libanus vestry to pack the boxes 
and prepare them for transporting in time for 
Christmas.  Thank you one and all  

 
for giving of your time, - although, we all 
enjoyed the fellowship as well as the hard 
work.   A sincere thanks also to everyone who 
gave money, so generously, and for knitting 
caps and mitts galore - the extras have been 
taken separately together with the big toys.  A 
real special thanks to everyone.  These little 
children will now have a Christmas present.  
We will give you full details of the number of 
boxes sent and the chapels involved in the 
next issue. 
 

Jesus said:  “Whatever you did for those 
in need, you did for me, for I was hungry 
and you fed me, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me”.  (Matthew 26) 
 

Please remember the lorry drivers in your 
prayers, that they may have a safe and 
trouble free journey.  They are all volunteers 
and pay their own fares.  Thank you. 
 

Contact Numbers 01554 810640 and 01554 
758023 and 01554 759771.    
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVITY 

 

We asked the children of the various 

Sunday Schools in Pwll to give us a flavour of 
Christmas. Over the next few pages we print 
their responses. We hope you like them as 
much as we do. 
 

A huge thank you to all the children – they 
certainly know the true meaning of Christmas. 
Also a big thank you to the teachers who 
organised this festive reminder for us adults. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CAPEL BETHLEHEM CHAPEL 

Our search for a new minister continues. 

We are in consultation with the Baptist 
Union and, although hopeful of the 
outcome, the search is not likely to produce 
an immediate answer.  
 

Meanwhile we offer our grateful thanks to 
all the ministers and lay preachers who are 
serving us so well. 
 

The English service on the second Sunday 
of each month contains an element of 
bilingualism, which it is hoped will set a 
trend for the future.  
 

Harvest Service 
The harvest service included contributions 
in English and Welsh from the Sunday 
School and members of the congregation. 
The harvest was traditional with donations 
of homemade bread, flowers, fruit and 
vegetables from member’s gardens. The 
service was well attended.  Both traditional 
Welsh and English hymns were sung. 
 
Fish & Chip Supper 
Recently, a fish and chip supper was held 
in the vestry. Everyone who attended 
enjoyed good food and fellowship. Bara 
brith, welsh cakes, tea and coffee were 
served afterwards. Our thanks go to Mrs 
Lydia Williams for organising the food and 
to the sisterhood for their assistance. 
 
Services in December are as follows: 
 
4

th
 Cymunded/Communion – Parch Alun 

Jones 
 
11

th
 Parch Ian Lewis 

 
18

th
 Bilingual Community Christmas 

Service with the Sunday School 
 

All the above services are at 3:30pm 

 
25

th
 Christmas Day Service (Bilingual) at 

10:00am 
 
All are welcome at all services and we 
expect further developments in the life of 
the chapel in the near future. 
 
We pray that all the people of Pwll will have 
a joyous Christmas. May God be with you 
all. 
 
 

FLATTERING OR UNFLATTERING 
 

Bird, meaning a woman or girlfriend is 

now, unfortunately a rather unflattering 
term, but it wasn't always so. Until recent 
times 'bird' was always an endearing term 
for a girl, derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
'brid' which meant 'baby animal', in other 
words a cute little thing. The origin also 
gave us the word 'bride'. 
 
 
 

WHAT'S A MILLION? 

Dai climbed to the top of Snowdon to get 

close enough to talk to God. Looking up, he 
asks the Lord... "God, what does a million 
years mean to you?" The Lord replies, "A 
minute." 
 
Dai then asks, "And what does a million 
pounds mean to you?" The Lord replies, "A 
penny." 
 
Dai asks, "Can I have a penny?" The Good 
Lord replied, "In a minute." 
 
 

THE WELSH ALPHABET 
A, B ,C ,Ch, D, Dd, E, F, Ff, G, Ng, H, I, 
L,Ll, M, N, O, P, Ph, R, Rh, S, T, Th, U, W, 
Y  
(Welsh does not possess the letters J, K, 
Q, V, X or Z, though you will often come 
across borrowings" from English, such as 
John, Jones, Jam and Jiwbil (Jubilee); 
Wrexham (Wrecsam); Zw (Zoo). 
 



PWLL WI 
 

Our President Eve welcomed all members 

to the first meeting in September after the 
summer holidays.  Twenty members spent 
a day with Gareth Richards at his home 
near Lampeter and enjoyed his outstanding 
cookery and flower arranging 
demonstrations.  Everybody enjoyed the 
lunch and tea all prepared by Gareth. 
 

 
Two members, Mabel Binnie and Merlys 

Thomas in Gareth’s kitchen 
 
 
Gavin Evans, the curator of the 
Carmarthenshire County Museum at the 
Old Bishop’s Palace, gave a very 
informative and interesting history of 
Carmarthen.  He showed slides of 
Carmarthen depicting its importance as a 
religious centre, port and town throughout 
the centuries.  For more information see 
website www.carmarthenmuseum.org.uk  
In October the Illtyd group meeting was 
held at Furnace Rugby Club where 
members of Llannon W.I were the 
hostesses for the evening.  Jennifer Pitts 
was the speaker and she performed the 
monologues of Joyce Grenfell in a very 
amusing way. Other activities members 
were involved in are Tip-It and the 
Christmas Creative Craft Day in 
Carmarthen. 
 

In November a celebration of 85 years as a 
Federation in Carmarthenshire was held at 
the Priordy Chapel, Priory Street, 
Carmarthen. All the individual W.I. banners 
were displayed during the service.  The 
Annual Council Meeting was held at Queen 

Elizabeth High School and the speakers 
were Jennifer Pitts (Joyce Grenfell) and 
also Martin Bell (the man in a white suit).  
Our Christmas evening meal will be held at 
the Ashburnham Golf Club. 
 
We are now busy working on our 
programme of speakers and activities for 
2012. We meet every 2

nd
 and 4

th
 

Wednesday of the month in Pwll 
Community Centre at 7.00 – 9.00. For more 
information contact Eve Lake on 01554 -
810063  or Anne Messer 755665. 

 
A very warm welcome to All 

Croeso cynnes I Bawb 
 

If you want to find out more about what the 
W.I. organisation is up to log on to 
www.nfwi.org.uk or Facebook. 

 
 
 
 
 

We have received 

the following e-mail 
from Elwyn Schreuder 
who lives in the 

Netherlands:- 
 
I am looking for ancestors of William Rees 
and Margaret Rees (nee Roberts), both 
from Felinfoel. John Rees, mason, father of 
William Rees. David Roberts, father of 
Margaret Roberts. Couple married at 
Adulam Chapel in 1861. 
 

Know of a son Henry Rees and Benjamin 
Rees. Henry Rees married Catherine Owen 
in 1888. Benjamin Rees married Anne 
Griffith near 1900-1910. I was told that 
Margaret Rees died in 1925 at 22 
Ropewalk Road, Llanelly. 
 
I would love to trace any living relative and 
am searching for a photo of Margaret Rees 
(Roberts). 
 
If anyone has any information which would help 
Elwyn please let us know and we will get in touch 
with Elwyn on your behalf. 

He who hesitates is boss. 

 
PWLL FOOTBALL CLUB 

 

Where they stand - 2011/12 
season. 

 

Division 1  P  W   D  L GD Pts 

Llanstephan  7   5   1  1 +11   16 

Ponthenri  6   4   1  1 +16   13 

Felinfoel  6   4   1  1   +8   13 

Camford   5   4   0  1 +10   12 

Llangennech  8   3   3  2   -1   12 

Pontarddulais  7   2   1  4   -3     7 

Killay  7   2   1  4   -4     7 

West End United  7   2   1  4   -7     7 

Pwll  5   2   0  3 +2     6 

Llanelli Steel  3   2   0  1  +1     6 

Pontlliw  5   1   0  4  -5     3 

*Garden Village  8   1   1  6 -28    -5 

*Points deducted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserve Division 2  P  W   D  L GD Pts 

Penyfan  8   7   1  0 +27   22 

Tumble  8   4   1  3 +10   13 

Llansteffan  7   3     4  0 +  9   13 

Gorseinon   9   3   4  2  + 5   13 

Pwll  8   4   1  3  - 4   13 

Penllergaer  9   4   1  4  - 5   13 

Felinfoel  7   3   3  1  - 7   12 

Pontardulais  8   3   1  4  - 4   10 

Llandeilo  7   2   1  4  - 2     7 

West End United  8   2   1  5  -11     7 

Abergwili  9   1   2  6  -21     5 

Wellfield  6   1   0  5  -19     3 

 
 

Tables updated to 22
nd

 October 2011 
 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD 
USES OF 
CAYENNE 
PEPPER 

The fiery bite of 

cayenne pepper can make food sing with 
flavour, but did you know that this dried 
spice also has many practical uses around 
the home, too? 
 

Here are some top ways you can put 
cayenne to work around your home. 
 

1. Protect your bird feeder: According to the 
experts, birds are immune to the sting of 
chili peppers, while we mammals are most 
certainly not. By adding a little cayenne to 
your bird feed, you can ensure the food 
goes to the birds, while bullying squirrels 
and rats are kept at bay. 
 

2. Get rid of ants: Ants are insidious 
creatures, exploiting any opening in your 
home to get at your food. Try cayenne 
pepper for a natural ant control solution. 
 

3. Protect your garden: If rabbits and 
rodents are chewing through your garden 
at night, you can protect your plants with a 
simple mixture of cayenne and water. Fill a 
spray bottle with the mixture and keep your 
plants coated. 
 

4. Reduce joint pain: Capsaicin, the burn-
inducing substance in hot peppers, is also 
a powerful anti-inflammatory agent. 
Application of capsaicin can ease achy 
joints caused by arthritis. 
 

5. Cure scaly skin: Capsaicin cream can 
help reduce itching and skin inflammation 
caused by psoriasis. 

 
 
 

SMALLEST COUNTRIES IN THE 
WORLD 

 
San Marino (62 sq km), Tuvalu (23 sq km), 
Nauru (22 sq km), Monaco (1.8 sq km), 
Vatican City (0.5 sq km) 
 
 
 

I think the Mars Rover is scouting for 
the next Tesco Superstore site. 



FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE 

RECORDSRECORDSRECORDSRECORDS 
 

January 1769 the French 

ship La Concorde carrying 
rum and brandy capsized 
near Aberthaw, 
Glamorgan. It is said that 
before the officials were 

able to get to her some 2000 people had 
gathered and were attacking the wreck with 
hatchets to "save" the cargo. 35 people are 
said to have died on the beach from 
excessive drinking! and were buried there. 
(Bristol Channel Shipping Records) 

 

On 21 November 1828 a French ship, La 

Jeune Emma (Captain de Chatellan) was 
on a voyage from Martinique in the West 
Indies to Le Havre, when, in a dense fog, 
he mistook Land's End for Cape Finisterre 
and the Lundy Island Light for Ushant Light. 
As a result he headed northward thinking 
he was heading for the Lizard, when he 
grounded on Cefn Sidan Sands, 
Carmarthenshire. Thirteen crew and 
passengers were washed overboard and 
drowned, including Colonel Coquelin of the 
French Marine and his daughter who was 
niece to the Empress Josephine of France. 
Nine of those who died were buried in 
Pembrey Churchyard, including Coquelin 
and his daughter. The day after the wreck 
looters stole not only the ship's cargo of 
rum, sugar, spices, coffee, cotton and 
ginger, but also the personal possessions 
of the crew and passengers.  
(Bristol Channel Shipping Records) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GARDENING CLUB 

 
 
 

 

SOME GARDENING BOOKS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

 
Weeds: How Vagabond 
Plants Gatecrashed 
Civilisation and Changed 
the Way We Think About 
Nature by Richard Mabey 
- Profile Books, £15.99 
 

Trees by Hugh Johnson - 
Mitchell Beazley, £30  
 
A Taste of the Unexpected by Mark 
Diacono - Quadrille, £20  
 
The Curious Gardener: A Year in the 
Garden by Anna Pavord - Bloomsbury, £20 
 
A Nation of Gardeners by Twigs Way - 
Orion, £20 
 
Gardening: Philosophy for Everyone, edited 
by Dan O'Brien Wiley - Blackwell, £11.99 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

Donald Swann (of 

Flanders and Swann 
fame) was born in 
Coleshill Terrace, 
Llanelli on 30

th
 

September 1923. 
Amongst Flanders and 

Swann’s best known songs are ‘The Gnu 
Song’, ‘The Gasman Commeth’ and ‘The 
Hippopotamus’. 
 
 

The last person to be punished in the 

Llanelli stocks was ‘Little Will the 
Shoemaker’ who had, apparently, insulted 
William Chambers (JP). Little Will was 
under the influence of drink at the time. 
 

Christmas - that magic blanket that 
wraps itself about us, that something 
so intangible that it is like a fragrance. 

It may weave a spell of nostalgia. 
Christmas may be a day of feasting, or 
of prayer, but always it will be a day of 

remembrance - a day in which we 
think of everything we have ever 

loved." - Augusta E. Rundel 

One of the most glorious messes in the 
world is the mess created in the living 
room on Christmas day. Don't clean it up 
too quickly. - Andy Rooney 

 
SOME OLD WELSH CHRISTMAS 

TRADITIONS 

In olden days, a plough was brought into 

the house and placed under the dining 
table to mark the beginning of the 
Christmas season. The plough was 
ceremoniously wetted with beer to show 
that even if it wasn't being used for a short 
while, its services were not forgotten and 
should be rewarded.  
 

Some activities that took place on Boxing 
Day included the custom of "holly-beating" 
or "holming." In this, it was customary for 
young men and boys to slash the 
unprotected arms of female domestic 
servants with holly branches until they bled. 
In some areas it was the legs that were 
beaten. In others, it was the custom for the 
last person to get out of bed in the morning 
to be beaten with sprigs of holly and made 
to carry out all the commands of his family. 
This custom died out before the end of the 
19th century. 
 

A popular New Year's 
custom was one that was 
carried out in all parts of 
Wales: the Calennig. Very 
early on the morning of 
January 1st, groups of 
young boys would visit all 

the houses in the village carrying an 
evergreen twig and a cup of cold water 
drawn from the local well. The boys would 
then use the twigs to sprinkle the faces of 
everyone they met. In return, they would 
receive the Calennig, usually in the form of 
copper coins. Even the doorways of some 
houses (when the occupants were still 
asleep or away) were sprinkled, and all the 
while a short verse was sung or chanted 
that celebrated the letting in of the New 
Year. The custom continued from dawn 
until noon, (after which it was considered 
very unlucky indeed), and in certain areas 
the boy carried apples or oranges into 
which sprigs of holly or corn were inserted. 
These offerings later became very fancy, 
with raisins, hazel nuts, or coloured ribbons 
all helping to decorate the fruit. The 
custom, in various forms, survived in some 
areas well after World War II. 

 
CARMARTHENSHIRE 

RURAL POLICE FORCE 
– RATES OF PAY (1843) 

 
Chief Constable £ 300 p.a. + 
expenses 
Superintendent  £120 p.a. + 
expenses 

Sergeant:   22 shillings per week. 
Constable: 20 shillings per week. 

 
  
 
 
 

FACT OR LEGEND? 
 

According to Welsh 

legend (or could it be 
fact?), Madog ab Owain 
Gwynedd was a 12th 
century prince from 
Gwynedd who sailed 
westward with a group of 
followers seeking lands far 

away from the constant warfare of his 
native Wales.  
 

According to the story, his eight ships made 
landfall at what is now called Mobile Bay, 
Alabama in 1169. Owain's little flagship 
was the "Gwennan Gorn."  
 

Liking what he found, Madog then returned 
to Wales for additional settlers, who 
consequently left with the explorer in a 
small fleet of ships. Sailing westward from 
Lundy Island in 1171. 
 

This courageous little band was never 
heard from again - at least not in Europe.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If a tortoise doesn't have a shell, 
is he homeless or naked? 



 

THE YEAR 
 
 
 
 

January, falls the snow, 

February, cold winds blow, 
In March, peep out the early flowers, 
And April comes with sunny showers. 

In May, the roses bloom so gay, 
In June, the farmer mows his hay, 

In July, brightly shines the sun, 
In August, harvest is begun. 

September turns the green leaves brown, 
October winds then shake them down, 
November fills with bleak and smear, 
December comes and ends the year. 

 

(Flora Willis Watson) 

 
 
 
 

 

GIFT WRAP 
 

Over the years the 

look of wrapping paper 
changed.  

 

The first wrapping paper was decorated in 
the ornate style of the Victorian era, similar 
to the Christmas greeting cards that had 
become all the rage. Gilded flourishes of 
cherubs, birds, and flowers draped across 
sheets of popular wrapping papers. In the 
30's and 40's, patterns became more 
stylized due to the popularity of Art Deco. 
Decorations moved away from nature to 
symbols we commonly associate with 
Christmas today. Popular patterns included 
ice skaters, snowflakes, Christmas trees, 
and candles. While the symbols remained 
the same, the artwork became more 
realistic again in the 50's and 60's. By the 
70's and 80's wrapping paper often had 
movie or TV show tie-ins, with designs 
incorporating popular movie or cartoon 
characters.  
 

Gift wrap was saved from the rationing that 
many other products were subject to during 
World War II. The Government believed 
that gift wrap and other Christmas traditions 
contributed to raising morale amongst 

citizens, and also believed that it 
encouraged people to send packages to 
soldiers far from home. Some gift wrap 
manufacturers turned to weapon and other 
wartime production, but the ones that 
remained making paper saw business 
boom. Sales actually increased by more 
than twenty percent during the war!  
 

Innovations with gift wrap have continued. 
The 1980's introduced decorative plastic 
and paper gift bags, though these "new" 
bags weren't as new as some people 
thought. The Victorians had often given 
their gifts in decorated bags. The 
introduction of stick-on bows and cascade 
ribbons in the 80's and 90's further helped 
less than perfect gift wrappers. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SANTA'S MAIN 
ELVES 

 
Bushy Evergreen is the 
inventor of the magic 

toymaking machine. 
 

Shinny Upatree is Santa’s oldest friend 
and co-founder of the secret village in 
Lapland. 
 

Wunorse Openslae designed Father 
Christmas’s sleigh and maintains it for top 
performance. He also cares for the 
reindeer. 
 

Pepper Minstix is the guardian of the 
secret of the location of Father Christmas’s 
village. 
 

Sugarplum Mary is Head of the Sweet 
Treats, and assistant to Father Christmas’s 
wife, Mrs Claus, also known as Mary 
Christmas. 
 

Alabaster Snowball is very important. He 
is the Administrator of the Naughty & Nice. 

Christmas is the day that holds all 
time together. 

 ST STEPHEN'S DAY  

December 26 is St. Stephen’s day, also 

known as the Feast of Stephen. Stephen 
was the first Christian martyr who was 
stoned to death after the Crucifixion, and 
though the day is widely celebrated in 
Ireland, the festivities have little to do with 
the Saint.  
 

Referred to as the day for Hunting the 
Wren, on this day, groups of young boys 
would hunt a wren. The dead bird was then 
tied to the top of a pole, decorated with 
holly sprigs and ribbons. With blackened 
faces, the group would sing at houses in 
hopes for coins, gifts or food. Those that 
gave money to the boys would receive a 
feather from the wren as thanks. The 
collected money was then used to host a 
village dance.  
 

The origin of this tradition isn’t positively 
known, though one legend tells of a wren 
alerting enemies on the whereabouts of St. 
Stephen. Another stemming from the Viking 
raids of the 700’s, tells of a wren eating 
breadcrumbs one night on a drum in the 
Viking’s camp. This awoke the drummer 
who, in turn sounded the alarm. The 
Vikings went to battle and thwarted a 
surprise attack by Irish soldiers.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
WIND TURBINES 
WITHIN 16k OF 
GOWER COAST 
 

The Bristol Channel 

Zone, which will be 
developed by RWE 
Innogy through its UK 

subsidiary RWE npower renewables, 
covers an area of about 950 square 
kilometres. Within this zone it is anticipated 
that up to 250 wind turbines, which the 
proposers say is enough to power more 
than a million homes, could be constructed 
in an area of approx. 500 square 

kilometres, enabling an installed capacity of 
up to 1,500 megawatts. The site – called 
Atlantic Array Wind Farm - is located 
approximately 14 kilometres off the North 
Devon coast and 16 kilometres from the 
Gower coast, and turbines would be 
installed within waters with a depth of 
between 25 to 55 meters. The project's 
estimated cost is in the region of £3billion. 
 
It is anticipated that the Atlantic Array Wind 
Farm will begin generation as early as 
2016. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IRISH TOAST 
 

Here's to you and yours 
And to mine and ours. 
And if mine and ours  

Ever come across to you and yours, 
I hope you and yours will do 
As much for mine and ours 

As mine and ours have done  
For you and yours! 

 
 
GUIDED TOUR 
OF KIDWELLY 
CASTLE 
 

An American 

tourist goes on a 
guided tour of Kidwelly Castle.  
 

At the end of the tour the guide asks her 
how she enjoyed it. She admits to being a 
bit worried about seeing a ghost in some of 
the dark rooms and passages. 
 

"Don't worry" says the guide, "I've never 
seen a ghost all the time I've been here."  
 
"How long is that?" asks the tourist.  
 
"About five hundred years." 
 

 

Christmas is over and Business is 
Business. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 

 

 
 

 

 

THE MAGIC 
OF 

NUMBERS 
 

 6174 

The number 6174 is a really mysterious 

number. At first glance, it might not seem 
so obvious. But as we are about to see, 
anyone who can subtract can uncover the 
mystery that makes 6174 so special. 
 

In 1949 the mathematician D. R. Kaprekar 
from Devlali, India, devised a process now 
known as Kaprekar's operation. First 
choose a four digit number where the digits 
are not all the same (that is not 1111, 
2222,...). Then rearrange the digits to get 
the largest and smallest numbers these 
digits can make. Finally, subtract the 
smallest number from the largest to get a 
new number, and carry on repeating the 
operation for each new number. 
 

It is a simple operation, but Kaprekar 
discovered it led to a surprising result. Let's 
try it out, starting with the number 2005. 
The maximum number we can make with 
these digits is 5200, and the minimum is 
0025 or 25 (if one or more of the digits is 
zero, embed these in the left hand side of 
the minimum number). The subtractions 
are: 

5200 - 0025 = 5175 
7551 - 1557 = 5994 
9954 - 4599 = 5355 
5553 - 3555 = 1998 
9981 - 1899 = 8082 
8820 - 0288 = 8532 
8532 - 2358 = 6174 
7641 - 1467 = 6174 

 

When we reach 6174 the operation repeats 
itself, returning 6174 every time. This works 
with any four digit number where the digits 
are not all the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD 

 

Santa Claus has been declared a Canadian 

citizen with fully authorised re-entry rights, the 
country's citizenship minister announced in 
Ottawa. 
 

In a formal statement the minister of 
Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism, 
declared the legendary Christmas gift-giver 
"Canuck" status. 
 

The Government of Canada wishes Santa the 
very best in his Christmas Eve duties and 
wants to let him know that, as a Canadian 
citizen, he has the automatic right to re-enter 
Canada once his trip around the world is 
complete. 
 

The report also noted that Santa's traditional 
red and white attire matches Canada's flag 
colours. 
 

(Canuck is a slang term for a Canadian - Ed) 
 
 

Visitors to the Philippines may get smiles 

from airport immigration officials, but they 
shouldn't expect to hear "Merry Christmas." 
 

Officers at passport counters are banned from 
offering Christmas greetings because they 
may be misconstrued as soliciting gifts or 
cash. 
 

It is a tradition in the Philippines for children to 
offer Christmas wishes to solicit gifts from 
godparents and relatives. The practice has 
been hijacked by corrupt officials who 
sometimes use it as code for extortion 
requests. 
 

Miller Park Zoo (Illinois, USA) is selling 

Christmas ornaments that are made out of 
DROPPINGS collected from the zoo's two 
reindeer. 
 

According to zoo officials, the ornaments, 
which they call "Magical Reindeer Gem 
Ornaments" are created from droppings that 
have been dried, clear-coated, and either 
painted or rolled in glitter. The reindeer 
dropping ornaments cost $5 apiece 

 
 
 

Christmas began in the heart of 
God. It is complete only when it 

reaches the heart of man.” 



 GOD REST YE 
MERRY 

GENTLEMEN 
 

“God Rest Ye 

Merry Gentlemen” 
was first published 

in 1833 when it appeared in "Christmas 
Carols Ancient and Modern," a collection of 
seasonal carols gathered by William B. 
Sandys. The lyrics of God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen are traditional olde English and 
are reputed to date back to the 15th 
century although the author is unknown.  
 
It is believed that this particular carol was 
sung to the gentry by town watchmen who 
earned additional money during the 
Christmas season. 
 
 
HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” was written 

by Charles Wesley, brother of John Wesley 
founder of the Methodist church, in 1739.  
 
A sombre man, he requested slow and 
solemn music for his lyrics and thus “Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing” was sung to a 
different tune initially. Over a hundred years 
later Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
composed a cantata in 1840 to 
commemorate Johann Gutenberg's 
invention of the printing press. English 
musician William H. Cummings adapted 
Mendelssohn’s music to fit the lyrics of 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” to make it 
the carol that we all know and love today. 
 
 
 

REMEMBER 
 

When the world wearies and society 

ceases to satisfy, there is always the 
garden. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FOR THOSE CHRISTMAS 
QUIZZES 

 
 
 

  1
st
 day  A partridge in a pear tree. 

  2
nd

 day  2 Turtle doves 
  3

rd
 day  3 French hens 

  4
th

 day  4 Colly birds 
  5

th
 day  5 Gold rings 

  6
th

 day  6 Geese-a-laying 
  7

th
 day  7 Swans-a-swimming 

  8
th

 day  8 Maids-a-milking 
  9

th
 day  9 Ladies dancing 

10
th

 day  10 Lords-a-leaping 
11

th
 day  11 Pipers piping 

12
th

 day  12 Drummers drumming. 
 

There are many variations of this song in 

which the last four objects are arranged in 
a different order (for example — twelve 
lords a-leaping, eleven ladies (or dames a-) 
dancing, ten pipers piping, nine drummers 
drumming). At least one version has "ten 
fiddlers fiddling," and another has "nine 
ladies waiting." Still another version alters 
the fourth gift to "four mockingbirds." 
 
The version considered by many to be the 
authoritative, traditional version of the chant 
in England appears in The Oxford 
Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes,

 
as follows: 

 
The twelfth day of Christmas, | My true love 
sent to me | Twelve lords a-leaping, | 
Eleven ladies dancing, | Ten pipers piping, | 
Nine drummers drumming, | Eight maids a-
milking, | Seven swans a-swimming, | Six 
geese a-laying, | Five gold rings, | Four 
colly birds, | Three French hens, | Two 
turtle doves, and | A partridge in a pear 
tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Santa is very jolly because he knows 
where all the bad girls live."  

- Dennis Miller 

 

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 

The words to the carol “Once in Royal 

David’s City” were 
written by Mrs. C.F. 
Alexander (1818 - 
1895) and makes 
wonderful use of the 
English language to 
paint a picture of the 

events of the nativity.  
 

Mrs. Alexander wrote many poems for 
children, chiefly on religious subjects and 
was the wife of the Bishop of Derry. H.J. 
Gauntlett composed the music to “Once in 
Royal David’s City”. It was first published in 
the early nineteenth century. 

 
 

GOOD CHRISTIAN 
MEN REJOICE 

 

Good Christian Men 

Rejoice is thought to 
have originated in 

Germany. It was 
originally a very old Latin Christmas song, 
or carol, called “In Dulci Jubilo”. John 
Mason Neale translated the words in the 
eighteenth century. The composer of the 
music is unknown. 

 
 

CARDIFF 
CAFÉ 

 

John and Dai 

went into a cafe 
that looked as 

though it had seen better days  
 

As they sat at the table, John wiped some 
crumbs from the seat next to his. Then he 
took a napkin and wiped some mustard 
from the table. The waitress, in a dirty 
uniform, came over and asked if they 
wanted some menus. 
 

"No thanks," said John, "I'll just have a cup 
of black coffee." 
 

"I'll have black coffee, too," Dai said. "And 
please make sure the cup is clean."  
 

The waitress shot him a nasty look. She 
turned and marched off in to the kitchen. 
Two minutes later, she was back.  
 

"Two cups of black coffee," she 
announced. "Which one of you wanted the 
clean cup?" 

 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD – 
CHRISTMAS STYLE 

 
San Antonio, Dec. 23 - Police said a 

suspicious package that caused a lock-
down at a San Antonio Wal-Mart turned out 
to be a wrapped deer carcass. 
 

Investigators said police responded to a 
call about a suspicious package at the 
store at about 11:30 p.m. Monday. 
Employees and customers were kept inside 
the store until bomb squad technicians 
examined the package.  
 

Police confirmed to local concerned 
children that the dead deer did not 
resemble Rudolph in any way. 
 
 

Donkey dung sealed in plastic is on sale 

in the Israeli village of Hoshaya, near the 
northern town of Nazareth. The donkey 
dung is sold as a souvenir from the Holy 
Land. (Reuters) 

 

Some health department workers in Illinois 

discovered some contaminated food at 
their own office Christmas gathering.  
 

After the buffet 42 of the 72 people who 
attended the restraunt suffered stomach 
problems. 
 

The health officials are now investigating 
the restaurant looking for the cause of the 
norovirus. 



SANTA’s VISIT 
 

Santa maintains a huge 

list of children who have 
been good throughout 
the year. The list even 
includes addresses and 

postal codes. The list, of course, gets 
bigger each year by virtue of the world's 
increasing population. This year’s 
population right now is 7,652,005,079!  
 
Santa has had to adapt over the years to 
having less and less time to deliver his 
toys. If one were to assume he works in the 
realm of standard time, as we know it, 
clearly he would have perhaps two to three 
ten-thousandths of a second to deliver his 
toys to each child's home he visits!  
 
The fact that Santa Claus is more than 15 
centuries old and does not appear to age is 
our biggest clue that he does not work 
within time, as we know it. His Christmas 
Eve trip may seem to take around 24 
hours, but to Santa it could be that it lasts 
days, weeks or months in standard time. 
Santa would not want to rush the important 
job of bringing Christmas happiness to a 
child, so the only logical conclusion is that 
Santa somehow functions on a different 
time and space continuum. 
 
Santa does take breaks during his long trip 
- especially for snacks left by children. 
Santa eats and drinks lots of different 
snacks on Christmas Eve. Do you leave 
Santa a snack? Kids all over the world 
leave Santa snacks and drinks. And some 
kids leave carrots for Santa's Reindeer. 
The Reindeer love vegetables, especially 
carrots. 
 
 

MOTHER 

A mother is not a person to 

lean on but a person to make 
leaning unnecessary. - 
Dorothy Fisher 
 

 
An ounce of mother is worth a ton of priest. 
- Spanish Proverb 

 
Everything goes by the board: honour, 
pride, decency, security, happiness, all, to 
get the book written. If a writer has to rob 
his mother, he will not hesitate. - William 
Faulkner 
 

God could not be everywhere, and so He 
made mothers. - Jewish Proverb 
 

You're not famous until my mother has 
heard of you. - Jay Leno 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS DID YOU KNOW 

In the Paris region, oysters are the favorite 

Christmas dish, followed by a cake shaped 
like a Yule log. 

In Brittany, buckwheat cakes and sour 

cream is the most popular main dish.  

Christmas presents were known in 

antiquity among kings and chieftains, 
especially on the European continent. 
However, they have been common among 
ordinary people in Iceland only during the 
past 100 or so years. 

The first charity Christmas card was 

produced by UNICEF in 1949. The picture 
chosen for the card was painted not by a 
professional artist but by a seven-year-old 
girl. The girl was Jitka Samkova of Rudolfo, 
a small town in the former nation of 
Czechoslovakia. The town received 
UNICEF assistance after World War II, 
inspiring Jitka to paint some children 
dancing around a maypole. She said her 
picture represented "joy going round and 
round. 

Historians have traced some of the 

current traditions surrounding Father 
Christmas, or Santa Claus, back to ancient 
Celtic roots. Father Christmas's elves are 
the modernization of the "Nature folk" of the 
Pagan religions; his reindeer are 
associated with the "Horned God," which 
was one of the Pagan deities. 

Nothing tastes as good as slim feels. 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 

Heavenly Father, Thank 

you for sending Your Son 
Jesus to earth. We not 
only celebrate His birth in 
the manger, but also the 

reason for His coming -- His death on the 
cross. We thank You for providing eternal 
life for each person who will accept His free 
gift of salvation.  
 

“Father, I thank you for my family. Life is 
not always easy for us, but we know that 
You are always with us. As Your Word 
says, You will never leave us nor forsake 
us. Thank you for the love that holds us 
together and for always meeting our needs. 
Draw us closer together through this 
coming year. We love You and want our 
time of celebration to be memorable today. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

 MANGER MAKER 
 

I watched the manger 
maker,  

And then I asked him 
why  

The baby Jesus he was 
making  

Had a tear in his eye. 
 

He looked up at me with sadness,  
His face was hard as stone  

And answered me, seriously,  
And in a petulant tone. 

 
“Many children around our world,  

Go to sleep at night in fear.  
Alone they lie in the darkness  

With not a parent near. 
 

“Their stomachs remain empty,  
And diseases they must endure,  
While only those who are affluent  

Have the needed cure. 
 

“If this baby Jesus was able,  
I think he would proclaim  

To the adults around our world,  
They have caused God's children pain. 

“It is the little ones who suffer,  
The innocent who pay  

For the greed and hate the adults bring  
Into their world each day." 

 
I turned from him and headed home, 

His words I knew were true.  
I realized, but, was not surprised,  

I had a tear in my eye too. 
 

(©Tim Neaverth) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU’RE SENDING A 
LETTER TO SANTA 

Santa is extremely busy at 
the North Pole, making 
sure all the presents, 
including yours, are ready 
and wrapped for 

Christmas Eve.  

It’s a very exciting time for all; Rudolph and 
Santa can’t wait to land at your home with 
all your gifts. Rudolph is especially looking 
forward to eating the carrots you kindly 
leave and maybe a mince pie for Santa… 

To ensure Santa receives your letter on 
time please can you send it to the following 
address: 

Santa 
Santa’s Grotto,  
Reindeerland,  

SAN TA1 

Santa will respond to as many letters as 
possible, in between getting the sleigh 
ready for the long journey on Christmas 
Eve.  

In your letter please write clearly your name 
and address and attach either a 1st or 2nd 
class stamp to the envelope.  

Be good and enjoy your Christmas. 
 

I try to take one day at a time, but 
sometimes several days attack me at 

once. 



 
 

 

CRACKER JOKES – For the Kids 

 
WHAT do anniversaries and toilets have in 
common? 
Men always miss them. 
 

DID you hear of the mathematician who 
had constipation? 
In the end he had to work it out with a 
pencil. 
 

WHY did the jazz musician like the wooden 
board? 
Because it had a nice groove in it!  
 

WHAT'S brown, steams and comes out of 
Cowes? 
The Isle of Wight ferry. 
 

WHO'S the coolest person at a hospital? 
The Ultra Sound Guy! 
 

WHAT do you call a nun that sleepwalks? 
A roaming Catholic. 
 

WHAT do you call cheese that doesn’t 
belong to you? 
Nacho Cheese 
 

WHICH island has the highest death rate?  
Corpsica! 
 

WHAT'S brown and sits on a wall?  
Humpty dump. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HOW did the beaver get online?  
He logged on! 
 

WHAT do you call a man who has lost 95 
per cent of his brain?  
Divorced. 
 

WHAT do you get when you cross a cat 
with a lemon? 
A sour puss! 
 

WHAT'S got two grey legs and two browns 
legs? 
An elephant with diarrhoea. 
 

What's big, grey and wears glass slippers? 
Cinderelephant.  
 

What disease can you catch from putting 
up too many Christmas decorations?  
Tinsilitis. 
 

What is Santa's favourite pizza? 
One that's deep pan, crisp and even. 
 

What's brown and sweet and glides around 
an ice rink?  
Bourneville and Dean 
 

What's a specimen?  
An Italian astronaut 
 

What do you call a man who wears brown 
paper trousers?  
Russell  
 

On which side do chickens have the most 
feathers?  
The outside.  
 

What kind of paper likes music?  
(W)rapping paper. 
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