
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Above: SAND DREDGER SOSPAN DAU 
 

The sand dredger Sospan Dau runs aground just off Pwll. 
For full story see page 13 

 

It is impossible in the Northern Hemisphere 
not to note the beautiful, refreshing days of 
spring. The longer daylight hours, pleasant 
temperatures, sprouting of plants and 
flowers, and chirping of active, colourful 
birds beginning their new families herald a 
time of renewal. This is a time for reflection 
of both the bad and the good things in our 
lives. 
 

We hope that one of the good things in 
your life is The Bônau Cabbage Patch – 
now completing its 9

th
 year! 

 

This edition contains, as usual, all your 
favourite articles. If there is anything you 
want to see in the magazine then let us 
know and we’ll see what we can do. Keep 
those articles coming in because without 
them we haven’t got a magazine. 
 

Our usual thanks and appreciation to those 
of you who regularly contribute reports and 
of course a huge thank you to the 
advertisers in the magazine without whom 
we wouldn’t have a village magazine at all. 
 
We hope you enjoy the read as much as 
we have enjoyed producing it for you. 

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

We would like to welcome our new 

sponsors to the magazine and hope that 
our association will be a long and enjoyable 
one.  
 
We would also like to express our thanks 
and gratitude to all our sponsors without 
whose generous contributions this edition 
of the magazine would not have been 
possible. 
 
We ask our readers to patronise our 
sponsors whenever possible and please 
mention the Bônau Cabbage Patch when 
you make your purchases.  

 
 

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or 

The Pwll Action Committee please call 
755665 or 755260 or 777420 or drop your 
articles or reports through our letterboxes at 
43 or 53 or 81 Pwll Road or you can send us 
e-mail at:  
 

pwllmag@gmail.com 
 

Any photographs we use are first scanned 
and then the originals are returned to their 
rightful owners so don’t be shy or fearful in 
sending us your photographs. It would be 
handy though if you wrote your name and 
address on the back of the photo (in pencil) 
or you attached one of those ‘post-it-notes’. 
 

 
BÔNAU DEADLINES 

The deadline for the summer edition of The 

Bônau Cabbage Patch is 25th April 2012 for 
your articles or reports or 20th April 2012 for 
any amendments to your advert. 

 
 

OUR E-MAILS HACKED 
 

Our e-mail account at Care2.com was 
recently hacked and all e-mails and e-
mail addresses were deleted. We have 
established a new e-mail address and 
ask anyone who has in the past sent an 
e-mail to The Bônau Cabbage Patch to 
send us another so that we may re-
establish our e-mail address data bank. 
Our e-mail address is now:  

 
pwllmag@gmail.com 

 

 
 

SUMMER IS COMING - CLOCKS GO 
FORWARD 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks 

FORWARD one hour before going to bed 
on Saturday 24th March. British Summer 
Time officially starts at 2:00am on Sunday 
25th March 
 



PWLL RESIDENTS & 
TENANTS 

ASSOCIATION 

The Pwll Residents & Tenants Association 

meet on the last Monday of every month in 
the vestry of Bethlehem Chapel. 
 

Do please go along as everyone is 
welcome to express their views and 
thoughts on what they think should be 
improved in the village. 
 

More information from Pam Williams, 
Secretary on 01554 776931 
 

Pwll Tenants & Residents, with the help 
of “Human Being Active”, will be 
holding a sponsored walk - "A Walk in 
the Park" - around Pwll Park at 10am 
May 27th, to raise funds for new play 
equipment in the Park. 
 

We'll also be having attractions and 
displays in the Park, and Jon Gower will 
be our guest of honour. 
 

Please come along on the day, and write 
to Cllr.M L Davies, 27, Brettenham Street 
SA15 3ED, for entry forms. 
 
 

 

The local police rely 
on us, the public to come forward and 
provide them with information so they can 
provide a better service. It also keeps them 
in the loop of what is really going on in our 
community. You can contact them in 
several ways, all are confidential, and each 
will be investigated. You can notify them 
either by telephone, email, Bobby Box etc. 
as follows: - PCSO 8017 Dan 
Brown telephone number 101 or e-mail 
dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk or 
at our local Bobby Box which is situated at 
Pwll Post Office. You can also follow Dyfed 
Powys Police on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/dafyddP or be their friend 
on Facebook at 

 
www.facebook.com/dafyddP 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH & POLICING 

TEAM 

The Neighbourhood Watch 

& Policing Team hold regular 
meetings in Pwll Pavilion so that the public 
can meet them and discuss their problems 
and concerns.  
Meetings (open to all) will be held on the 
following dates at 6:30pm: - 

 

1st May 2012 
3rd July 2012 

 

Your local neighbourhood watch co-ordinator 
is John Edwards. You can contact John on 
775534. You can contact your local Police 
Community Support Officer Dan Brown by 
phoning 101 or by e-mail at:  

 

dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

 

1
st
 March St David’s Day 

8
th

 March  International Women’s 
Day 
17

th
 March St Patrick’s Day 

18
th

 March Mother’s Day 
25

th
 March British Summer Time  

 
1

st
 April  April Fools day 

6
th

 April  Good Friday 
8

th
 April   Easter Sunday 

9
th

 April  Easter Monday 
23

rd
 April St George’s Day 

 
7

th
 May  May Day Bank Holiday 

 

4
th

 June  Spring Bank Holiday 
5

th
 June  Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee 
17

th
 June Father’s Day 

 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

If you have blue eyes they will become 
paler as you get older. 

 
LETTERS TO THE 

EDITOR  
 

 

Dear Peter,  
 

We have today received the eagerly 
awaited Christmas issue of The Bônau 
Cabbage - for which we thank you and as 
usual made very good reading 
(unfortunately, we don't get much English 
publications over here, and although we 
can read the news on the internet, nothing 
can replace a good old newspaper). 
 

Having already read it cover to cover, we 
were very surprised to read the article 
about 'Strange Christmas Traditions from 
around the World'. We saw the one 
regarding the burning of the straw goat in 
Gavle, Sweden, which is a 3 hour journey 
south from where we are and is reported on 
all news bulletins when it happens. The 
date of the actual burning of the goat has 
now become a very popular event to bet 
on, as quite rightly stated, no one knows 
when it is going to happen! However, the 
goat has already, in this first week of 
December, gone up in smoke! 
 

Once again many thanks for the magazine 
and we already look forward to receiving 
the Spring issue. 
 

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year or as we say in 
Sweden 'God Jul och Gott Nytt Ar' 
 

With kind regards, 
 

Steve and Sylvia 
 

 
Dear Editor, 
 

I always enjoy reading “The Bônau 
Cabbage Patch” and particularly so the 
latest edition at Christmas. The covers are 

always eye-catching and the last one 
cheered me up on a cold damp winter 
morning. 
 

The news items keep me in touch with 
what’s going on in the village and although 

I have long left Pwll, I still recognise names 
from the past. Photographs, too, stir 
memories. The 1950 Ladies Football Team 
photo shows that Pwll women embraced 
the feminist movement before it was 
formally identified in the 60’s! 
 

The Pwll School Sports Day (c1959) 
reminded me that after leaving primary 
school, some of the past pupils were 
recruited to help with the scoring tasks. I 
think there were two “houses” – Stradey 
and Stepney – and a cup presented at the 
end of the day (which I recall was always 
sunny!). 
 

Thank you for all the poems. I think Andrew 
Selwood paid a moving tribute to his father. 
It’s great when original work is published 
and encouraging to know it is read by so 
many people. My favourite section this 
time, however, was the drawings by the 
Sunday School children (which should be 
converted into Christmas cards). Many 
congratulations to Sarah, Ella, Regan and 
Plant Ysgol Sul, Libanus, the latter a fine 
example of co-operative teamwork. Can we 
see more work by these artists? I suspect 
they can write poetry too. 
 

So, thank you for a Christmas edition full of 
varied items and topical titbits. The editorial 
team is doing a fine job for the village, 
fostering a great sense of community in an 
increasingly fragmented world. Please keep 
up the excellent work. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

Kay Pascoe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds, 
while dogs only have ten. 

 

"The marksman hits the target partly 
by pulling, partly by letting go. The 
oarsman reaches the landing partly 

by pulling, partly by letting go." 

(Egyptian proverb) 



A DIVIDED WALES 
 

Wales is on the verge of splitting in two. 

The people of Wales will vote soon on 
whether the North and South should split 
and become two independent countries. It 
is widely expected that the vote will go 
through and the two halves will vote for 
total autonomy. The richer south, with its 
steel and automotive industries is far richer 
than the north, which has little industry and 
relies heavily on tourism and farming. 
 

The Welsh Assembly has been forced to 
order the vote after a petition was handed 
to the Assembly by a group of Welsh 
dissidents who are seeking independence 
from the north. Under the rules of the 
Welsh Assembly, such a petition must be 
put to a referendum of the people if it is 
signed by a minimum of 500 Welsh 
signatures.  It is believed that the petition 
had at least 1000 signatures - most, if not 
all, from South Wales. The referendum was 
ordered at a recent Plenary meeting of the 
Assembly.   
 

It is expected that Wrexham will become 
the capital of the north while Cardiff will 
retain its title for the South. The Senedd will 
obviously split and part will re-locate in 
Wrexham to serve the people of the new 
North Wales. 
 

The people of North Wales are preparing 
for independence from the south - but as 

Assembly politicians weigh the future, 
many northern farmers are worried about 
their cattle and sheep grazing rights that 
will be divided by the new border especially 
on the Ceredigion/Powys border.  
 

Dafydd Ap Filrool AM said, "This will be the 
break-up and ruination of Wales, which has 
stood as a united country for thousands of 
years. The recent problems with Greece 
and the European Community will pale into 
insignificance compared to, what can only 
be described as, the break up of the Welsh 
nation. I can see the English government 
eventually partitioning the relatively rich 
newly formed South Wales and turning it 
into an English County. It is a very sad 
situation for the Welsh nation”.  

 
SWISHY SWISHY 
(by Kiana Bennet Aged 8) 

 
Swishy, swishy 

Little fishy. 
Tell me fishy, 

What’s your wishy? 

 

 

 

 

THREE TYPES 

There are 3 kinds of people in the world: 

 

1) Those that make it happen 
2) Those that watch it happen and 
3) Those that wonder what the hell 
happened! 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything you do in life, every 
choice you make, has a 

consequence. When you do 
things without thinking, then you 
are not making the choice; the 

choice is making you. 

Science has never drummed up quite 
as effective a tranquillising agent as a 

sunny spring day. 

VIVE LA 
FRANCE 

 

J F Kennedy’s 

Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, was in 
France in the early 1960's when De Gaulle 
decided to pull out of NATO.   De Gaulle 
told Dean Rusk that he wanted all US 
military out of France as soon as possible.   
 

Rusk responded, "Does that include those 
who are buried here?" 

 

 A Royal Navy Admiral was attending a 

naval conference that included Admirals 
from the U.S. , British, Canadian, Australian 
and French Navies.  At a cocktail reception, 
he found himself standing with a large 
group of Officers that included personnel 
from most of those countries.  Everyone 
was chatting away in English as they 
sipped their drinks but a French admiral 
suddenly complained that, whereas 
Europeans learn many languages, the 
British learn only English.  He then asked, 
'Why is it that we always have to speak 
English in these conferences rather than 
speaking French?' 
 

Without hesitating, the British Admiral 
replied,  “Maybe it's because the Brit's, 
Canadians, Aussie's and Americans 
arranged it so you wouldn't have to speak 
German.' 

  
 

 
THE CUTTY SARK 

 

Cutty Sark's name 

derives from the famous 
poem, "Tam O' Shanter" 
by Robert Burns. It is 
about a farmer called 
Tam who is chased by 

the scantily-clad witch “Nannie”, dressed 
only in a ‘cutty sark’—an archaic Scottish 
name for a short nightdress. 
 

Jock Willis, the original owner of the ship, 
chose the name Cutty Sark, which was 
allegedly suggested to him by Cutty Sark’s 
designer, Hercules Linton. It is a rather 
peculiar name for a ship, as in legend, 
witches are unable to cross water.  
 

We do not know definitively why Jock 
selected this name – it could reflect his 
patriotism, choosing a name inspired by the 
Scotland’s most famous poet; another ship 
in his fleet was named Halloween, also the 
name of a Burns’ poem. 
 

Cutty Sark sailed under this name while 
under the Red Ensign, 1869-1895. Her 
name changed to Ferreira when, in1895, 
she was sold to a Portuguese company. 
Although officially registered as Ferreira, 
her Portuguese crew often referred to her 
as ‘Pequina Camisola’, which translates to 
the same meaning as ‘cutty sark’. She was 
sold again in 1922 to another Portuguese 
company and renamed Maria do Amparo. 
However, she did not retain this name for 
long as later that year Capt Dowman of 
Falmouth purchased the ship and named 
her Cutty Sark once again. 

 

 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

Thieves in Zimbabwe looking to bust into a 

safe miscalculated the strength of their 
explosives and ended up destroying the 
entire loot.  

Driver Robert Gould had a lucky escape 

from his car after a cow that leaped three 
feet over a fence flattened the bonnet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The larger the island of knowledge; 
the longer the shoreline of mystery. 



PWLL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Reception and year One: 

Recently Mrs Parker’s class took part in 

an assembly on What Makes Us Happy!  
They told us what makes them happy first, 
then asked us. What makes us happy. After 
that we sung the song “If You’re Happy and 
You Know it Clap Your Hands”.  
 

They have also been  reading books on the 
Little Red Hen, the Gingerbread Man and 
Three Billy 

 

Years One and Two: 

Years one and two have been making 

Chinese food. They have also been making 
a stir- it must have tasted nice because it 
smelt lovely. They have also been building 
an igloo out of milk bottles! It looks exactly 
like a real one only a lot warmer. 
 

 
 
Years Three and Four: 

Mrs Knott’s class have been talking about 

Chinese new year and have been exploring 
Chinese Zodiac calendars.  They have 
been tasting food that Mrs Knott bought for 
the class. They liked the prawn crackers 
the best! 
 

They also have been learning dragon 
dances and learning to talk Chinese. 
�� (hello in Chinese) 

                      

Year five and six: 

The class have decided upon the theme of 

living things for the spring term. We are 
going to investigate habitats in the locality. 
We have decided to look at the fishing 
lakes and the woodlands at the back of the 
school.  Our class have also been learning 
about European countries and have been 
carrying out our own research into some of 
the countries. In April we are going on a 
residential visit to Pendine. We can’t wait! 

 
ATF Class 2: 

The junior ATF class have been 

celebrating Chinese New Year and St 
David’s Day this term. We practised 
Sosban Fach on the Boomwackers, 
recorded it onto CD and designed our own 
covers.  

 

 

 
THE LLANELLY 

PLAGUE 

The plague arrived in 

Llanelly in 1653 and 
swept away a major part 
of the inhabitants in a 
very short time. 
 

Once a household was 
identified as having the 

plague the actual building would be sealed 
and the inhabitants quarantined within the 
building for a minimum period of 40 days. 
The door would be marked in paint with a 
large cross and the words " Lord have 
mercy upon us". By night a watchman, to 
ensure that no one entered or left, would 
guard the building. The bodies of victims 
were collected during the night by the ‘dead 
cart’ and transferred to a mass burial 
ground at Trebeddod, which translates into 
English as 'burial place'. Trebeddod is 
known today as the reservoir at Furnace. 
 
 

 
 
THE SNAIL 

 
A guy is sitting on his sofa 
when he hears a knock at the 

door. He opens the door and sees a snail 
on the porch. He picks up the snail and 
throws it as far as he can.  
 
Three years later, there's a knock at the 
door. He opens it and sees the same snail. 
The snail says, "What the hell was that all 
about?" 

 
At the time of compiling this article (end 

Jan) the winter so far had been 
exceptionally mild with temperatures 
reaching a pleasant 16 degrees through 
mid November, a big contrast from Nov 
2010 when we had widespread frost. 
However, some plants thought it was 
already spring and azaleas and camellias 
could be seen flowering, also fuchsias 
blooming in the middle of January up on 
good old Elgin Road - very strange indeed! 
Last autumn for Wales was the mildest on 
record, so much for those people who 
predicted another cold winter, give it up 
boys take one day at a time! 
 

In the previous edition 
I mentioned about 
sheep running wild 
and an escaped 
tortoise, well to my 

amazement back in November there were 
donkeys running wild at Ael-y-Bryn 
probably escaped from a nearby small 
holding. What will be the next unusual 
creature rambling through the village?   

 
Another strange 
sighting was that of a 
moorhen in a garden 
north of Pwll Road, 

this bird is an aquatic type so why was it 
feeding on scraps of food where there is no 
water? The mind boggles! 

 
Because of the mild conditions one lucky 
resident was actually picking blackberries 
on the 1

st
 of December, quite remarkable, 

but even more remarkable was that of a 
blackberry plant in blossom in the middle of 
January! Absolutely amazing don’t you 
think. 

 
 
 

Also in December a sighting of 
a summer migrant the 
wheatear, easily identified in 
flight by it’s white rump which by 
now should have been back in 
Africa but was enjoying the 
delights she cold find to eat on the cycle 
track next to telly tubby hill (opposite main 
festival field). 
 

How about this one … a mallard duck 
sitting on 18 eggs in the middle of January! 
 

The days are now gradually lengthening 
and spring is not far away so remember to 
turn your clocks forward one hour on the 
evening of March 24

th
 as British 

Summertime commences. Let us hope 
before the next edition we all will be 
enjoying lengthy spells of warm pleasant 
sunshine, some hope! 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

Ralph the giant rabbit is shaping up to 

follow in the footsteps of his mother with a 
bid to become the world's largest bunny. 
His record-breaking mother Amy - a 
Continental Giant - weighed three stone 
and measured 4ft long when she died in 
May last year. Now one-year-old Ralph's 
owner, Pauline Grant, hopes he will enter 
the record books as he is believed to be 
longer and heavier, weighing in at more 
than three stone. 
 

 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

A shopping centre in Cheltenham has 

been forced to close its multi-storey car 
park because nesting seagulls were dive 

bombing customers. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Self-control: the ability to eat only one 
peanut. 



 

WHY PARENTS GO 

GREY 

The boss of a big 

company needed to 
call one of his 
employees about an 

urgent problem with one of the main 
computers. He dialled the employee's 
home phone number and was greeted with 
a child's whispered, "Hello?" 
 

Feeling put out at the inconvenience of 
having to talk to a youngster the boss 
asked, "Is your Daddy home?" 
 

"Yes," whispered the small voice.  
 

"May I talk with him?" the man asked.  
 

To the surprise of the boss, the small voice 
whispered, "No." 
 

Wanting to talk with an adult, the boss 
asked, "Is your Mummy there?" 
 

"Yes," came the answer. 
 

"May I talk with her?" 
 

Again the small voice whispered, "No." 
 

Knowing that it was not likely that a young 
child would be left home alone, the boss 
decided he would just leave a message 
with the person who should be there 
watching over the child. "Is there any one 
there besides you?" the boss asked the 
child. 
 

"Yes," whispered the child, "a policeman." 
 

Wondering what a policeman would be 
doing at his employee's home, the boss 
asked, "May I speak with the policeman?"  
 

"No, he's busy," whispered the child. 
 

"Busy doing what?" asked the boss.  
 

"Talking to Daddy and Mummy and the 
Fireman," came the whispered answer.  
 

Growing concerned and even worried as he 
heard what sounded like a helicopter 
through the ear piece on the phone the 
boss asked, "What is that noise?"  
 

"A hello-copper," answered the whispering 
voice. 

 

"What is going on there?" asked the boss, 
now alarmed. In an awed whispering voice 
the child answered, "The search team just 
landed the hello-copper."  
 

Alarmed, concerned, and more than just a 
little frustrated, the boss asked, "Why are 
they there?" 
 

Still whispering, the young voice replied 
along with a muffled giggle ....... "They're 
looking for me." 

 

 

 DAI AND MIKE 

Dai was walking 

around Pwll one day 
when his friend, Mike, 
rode up on an incredible 
shiny new bicycle. Dai 
was stunned and asked, 

"Where did you get such a nice bike?" Mike 
replied, "Well, yesterday I was walking 
home from Llanelli, minding my own 
business when a beautiful woman rode up 
to me on this bike. She threw the bike to 
the ground, took off all her clothes and 
said, 'Take what you want!' Dai nodded 
approvingly and said, "Good choice - the 
clothes probably wouldn't have fitted 
anyway." 

 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

The most widely cultivated fruit in the 

world is the apple. The second is the pear. 
 

Ten inches of snow equals one inch of 

rain in water content. 
 

The tip of the hour hand on your watch 

travels at a speed of 0.00000275 miles per 
hour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Everyone seems normal until you get to 

know them. 

UPDATE 
 

The autumn edition of the magazine 
had a supplement about Tom Jeffreys written by his 
granddaughter, Rachel Jeffreys. Here is an update. 

 

Dear Editor,  

 
Concerning the supplement in edition 34 of 
The Bônau Cabbage Patch.  
 
We had the pleasure of meeting Tom 
Jeffreys when he used to come to visit his 
sister Mrs Bess Gay in Pwll Road. We also 
met his daughter in law, Enid. 
 
She bought the old Post Office in 
Rhydargaeau, Carmarthen. 
 
When he came over to visit we used to pick 
him up in Swansea and do the same on his 
return. On one occasion he asked me to 
get a suitable gift to take back to America. I 
went to Pugh Brothers and bought him a 
Paddington Bear dressed in a Welsh 
Guard's uniform. He was delighted. 
 
I am wondering if Rachel Jeffreys is Enid's 
Daughter?" 
DW Elgin Road 
 
(We asked Rachel Jeffreys the question posed in the 
above letter and here is her reply:) 

 
 

Well, well!  Enid Jeffreys is indeed my 

mother.  She lived in the old Post Office in 
Carmarthen for a couple of years in the 
1980's before returning to the US. 
 
Today she's a resident of an assisted-living 
home near Washington, DC.  May I tell her 
your name?  I'm sure she'd enjoy 
remembering you. 
 
Thank you, Peter, for passing this along.  
My father is enjoying the latest edition, and 
is already repeating some of the jokes in it 
to friends! 
 

All the best for the holidays! 
Rachel 
 

A SONG OF THE 
WEATHER 

 
January brings the snow,  

Makes your feet and fingers 
glow.  

 

February's ice and sleet,  
Freeze the toes right off your feet.  

 

Welcome, March, with wint'ry wind,  
Would thou weren't not so unkind.  

 

April brings the sweet spring showers,  
On and on for hours and hours.  

 

Farmers fear unkindly May,  
Frost by night and hail by day. 

 

June just rains and never stops,  
Thirty days and spoils the crops.  

 

In July the sun is hot,  
Is it shining? No it's not!  

 

August, cold and dank and wet,  
Brings more rain than any yet.  

 

Bleak September's mist and mud,  
Is enough to chill the blood. 

 

Then October adds a gale,  
Wind and slush and rain and hail.  

 

Dark November brings the fog,  
Should not do it to a dog.  

 

Freezing wet December, then...  
Bloody January again!  
(Flanders & Swann) 

 
 

 
THE PSYCHIATRIST 

 

A man thinks he is a dog, so he goes to 

see a psychiatrist. "It's terrible," says the 
man. "I walk around on all fours, I keep 
barking in the middle of the night, and I 
can't go past a lamppost anymore." 
 

"Okay," says the psychiatrist. "Get on the 
couch." 
 

The man replies, "I'm not allowed on the 
furniture." 
 



ANTS 

Ants do not sleep. 
 

An ant can lift things 10 
times its own weight. 

 
The study of ants is called Myrmecology. 
 

There are no ants in Iceland, Antarctica, or 
Greenland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VERMIN’S END 

 

"In retrospect, lighting the 

match was my mistake. But 
I was only trying to retrieve 
my son's rat." Dick Stone 

told doctors in the severe burns unit of San 
Francisco City Hospital.  
 

Admitted for emergency treatment after an 
attempt to retrieve the rat had gone 
seriously wrong, he explained, "My son left 
the cage door open, so his rat, Vermin, 
escaped into the garage. As usual, it 
looked for a good place to hide, and ran up 
the exhaust pipe of my motorcycle. I tried to 
retrieve Vermin by offering him food 
attached to a string, but he wouldn't come 
out again, so I peered into the pipe and 
struck a match, thinking the light might 
attract him."  
 

At a hushed press conference, a hospital 
spokesman described what had happened 
next. "The flame ignited a pocket of 
residual gas and a flame shot out the pipe 
igniting Mr. Stone's moustache and 
severely burned his face. It also set fire to 
the pet rat's fur and whiskers which, in turn, 
ignited a larger pocket of gas further up the 
exhaust pipe which propelled the rodent out 
like a cannonball." Stone suffered second-
degree burns, and a broken nose from the 
impact of the pet rat. His son was grounded 
for 6 weeks. 

 
 

AESOP 

Aesop's Fables date from 

the 6th century BC. Aesop 
was supposedly a Phrygian 
slave, and met his end 
when thrown over a cliff at 
Delphi for being ugly and 

deformed. Whatever the story of Aesop, the 
fables that bear his name (Aesop collected 
the fables, he didn't write them) contain 
timeless lessons. Aesop's Fables also gave 
rise to and reflect many of today's 
expressions and cliches. Aesop's Fables 
total more than 300. 
 

 

THE NUMBER EIGHT     8 

 
1 x 8 + 1 = 9 
12 x 8 + 2 = 98 
123 x 8 + 3 = 987 
1 234 x 8 + 4 = 9 876 
12 345 x 8 + 5 = 98 765 
123 456 x 8 + 6 = 987 654 
1 234 567 x 8 + 7 = 9 876 543 
12 345 678 x 8 + 8 = 98 765 432 
123 456 789 x 8 + 9 = 987 654 321 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LONGEVITY 

• Spain:    81.07 years  

• Australia:  81.72 years 

• Italy:   80.33 years 

• France:   81.09 years 

• Germany:  79.41 years 

• UK:   79.92 years  

• USA:   78.24 years  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Without a sense of caring, there 
can be no sense of community. 

 

Sign on a synagogue: Under same 
management for 5,765 years. 

 

Look after your wife; never mind 
yourself - she'll look after you. 

 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
 

Customer: “My keyboard is 

not working anymore.” 
 

Tech support: “Are you sure 
it’s plugged into the 

computer?” 
 

Customer: “No. I can’t get behind the 
computer”. 
 

Tech support: “Pick up your keyboard and 
walk 10 paces back.” 
 

Customer:” OK” 
 

Tech support: “Did the keyboard come with 
you?” 
 

Customer: “Yes” 
 

Tech support: “That means the keyboard is 
not plugged in. Is there another keyboard?” 
 

Customer: “Yes, there’s another one here. 
Ah…that one does work…” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONEY SLANG 
 

Clod - a penny (1d). Clod was also used 

for other old copper coins. From cockney 
rhyming slang clodhopper (= copper). A 
clod is a lump of earth. A clodhopper is old 
slang for a farmer or bumpkin or lout, and 
was also a derogatory term used by the 
cavalry for infantry foot soldiers. 
 

Commodore = fifteen 

pounds (£15). The origin 
is almost certainly 
London, and the clever 
and amusing derivation 
reflects the wit of 
Londoners: Cockney 

rhyming slang for five pounds is a 'lady', 

(from Lady Godiva = fiver); fifteen pounds 
is three-times five pounds (3x£5=£15); 
'Three Times a Lady' is a song recorded by 
the group The Commodores; and there you 
have it: Three Times a Lady = fifteen 
pounds = a commodore. 

 

 

 
SEVEN WONDERS OF 

WALES 

 
The Seven Wonders of Wales is a 
traditional list of notable landmarks in North 
Wales, commemorated in an anonymously 
written rhyme: 
 
Pistyll Rhaeadr and Wrexham steeple,  
Snowdon's mountain without its people,  
Overton yew trees, St Winefride's well,  
Llangollen bridge and Gresford bells.  

 

The rhyme is supposed to have been 
written sometime in the late 18th or early 
19th century by an English visitor to North 
Wales. 

 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

Malvern Primary School in Merseyside, 

recently banned play with regulation soccer 
balls because they are made of leather. 
"Football," it ruled, must be played with 
less-dangerous sponge balls. 
 

A German news agency reported on 

Japanese inventor Kenji Kawakami's "New 
Idea Academy," which featured a "solar 
flashlight" that provides a strong beam of 
light as long as the sun is shining. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The extra mile isn't half as long as 
all those other miles. 

 

There is nothing more permanent 
than a temporary tax. 



BÔNAU 
CABBAGE 

PATCH 
ANNUAL 
RAFFLE 

 

To help with the costs or printing and 

distributing this magazine we are again 
holding our annual mid-summer raffle. The 
money we raise in these raffles covers the 
cost of publishing one edition - the other 
three editions are funded by our sponsors 
(the advertisers), public donations and 
grant funding from Llanelli Rural Council. 
We are extremely grateful for the help and 
contribution we receive from these sources 
to help to keep this magazine alive. 
 

We have a small band of volunteers who 
will be tramping the village over the coming 
months knocking on your door and asking 
you if you would like to buy some raffle 
tickets. Please give generously. The tickets 
cost £1 per book of five tickets. The draw 
will be made on Midsummer’s Day. 
 

We would like to thank all the people who 
have so generously donated prizes towards 
this raffle and we are always looking for 
more kind-hearted people to donate more 
prizes for the raffle. We are also seeking 
some volunteers who are prepared to sell 
the raffle tickets for us. We need your help 
to keep the magazine afloat. Thank you 
for you support. 
 

 
SAINT DAVID 

Saint David, or Dewi 

Sant as he's called in the 
Welsh language, is the 
patron saint of Wales. 

His day is 1st March. 

 

His influence is shown in the number of 
churches dedicated to him in Wales and 
the celebrations each Saint David's Day. 

 

There aren't many facts about St David; but 
here are the only undisputed ones. 

 

• He really existed  

• He was at the heart of the Welsh 
church in the 6th century  

• He came from an aristocratic 
family in West Wales  

• His mother was a saint, Saint Non  

• His teacher was also a saint, St 
Paulinus  

• He founded a large monastery in 
West Wales  

• He was one of the early saints 
who helped to spread Christianity 
among the pagan Celtic tribes of 
Western Britain  

• He became Archbishop of Wales, 
but remained in his community at 
Menevia (now called St Davids)  

• He was active in suppressing the 
Pelagian heresy  

• His shrine became a great place 
of pilgrimage; four visits to the 
shrine at St David's were 
considered the equivalent of two 
to Rome, and one to Jerusalem!  

 

The most famous story about Saint David 
tells how he was preaching to a huge 
crowd and the ground is said to have risen 
up, so that he was standing on a hill and 
everyone had a better chance of hearing 
him. 

(© BBC) 
 
 

PWLL ACTION COMMITTEE 
 BIENNIAL MEETING 

 

The Pwll Action Committee will be holding 

their biennial meeting on Wednesday 
March 21

st
 at 7:30 in the vestry of 

Bethlehem Chapel.  
 

All welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your time is limited, so don't waste it 
living someone else's life. 

 
TRAVELODGE 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

Travelodge have nearly 

500 branches across 
the UK. Here is an 

inventory of lost property left in their rooms 
during 20211. 
 
A four foot stuffed Macaw parrot was left 
behind in a Travelodge in Stratford-upon-
Avon, while a life-size Mr Blobby costume 
was among the items discovered in a 
branch in Milton Keynes. 
A mock Olympic torch was left behind in a 
Travelodge in Manchester. An urn 
containing a woman's ashes was found in 
the Peterborough Travelodge, though its 
owner - the husband of the deceased - 
quickly realised their mistake and returned 
to collect it. He was on route to scatter the 
ashes at a location where the couple used 
to go on holiday. 
 
Fredrick the hamster was left behind at the 
Knutsford Travelodge by mistake. Its owner 
drove all the way home to Bristol before 
realising that they'd done and making a 
return journey. 
 
A baby was only left alone in the 
Winchester-Sutton Scotney Travelodge 
albeit it only for a few minutes. The parents 
had been rushing to get to a wedding on 
time. Both thought the other had put the 
baby in the car. When they noticed what 
had happened, they hurried back to collect 
their 18-month son. 
 
Travelodge says that the most popular 
items left behind in its rooms in 2011 were 
chargers for mobile phones or laptops. 
 

All items not been claimed within three 
months are donated to Cancer Research 
UK charity shops across the UK. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

For her 80th birthday in 1947, Queen Mary 

requested a radio play be written for her by 
Agatha Christie. The play – broadcast on 
May 30, 1947 – was called Three Blind 
Mice but when it was adapted to a stage 
play in 1951 it was renamed The 
Mousetrap. 
 
 

 
 

DAI AND THE GHOST 
 

Dai was an intrepid photographer. He 

went to Kidwelly castle determined to get a 
picture of a ghost which was said to appear 
only once in a hundred years. Not wanting 
to frighten off the ghost, Dai sat in the dark 
until midnight when the apparition became 
visible. The ghost turned out to be friendly 
and consented to pose for one snapshot. 
Dai popped a bulb into his camera and took 
the picture. After dashing into his studio, 
Dai  developed the negative and groaned. 
It was underexposed and completely blank. 
The spirit was willing, but the flash was 
weak. 

 
 
 

BANANAS 

When you eat a 

banana, you’ll get a quick 
boost from the fructose 
as well as sustaining 

energy from the fiber, which helps prevent 
a blood sugar spike and ensuing drop in 
energy and mood. Carbohydrates aid in the 
absorption of tryptophan in the brain, and 
vitamin B6 helps convert the tryptophan 
into mood-lifting serotonin. Bananas are 
also a great source of potassium which is 
needed to regulate fluid levels and keep 
muscles working properly, which is 
important for feeling energized, a key factor 
for a sunny outlook. And finally, bananas 
also offer iron, which is crucial to producing 
energy and fighting fatigue.  
 

 

Nothing shows a man's character more 
than what he laughs at. 



CAPEL 
LIBANUS 
CHAPEL 

 

Oedfaon y Sul 

am 10 o'r gloch y 
bore ag Ysgol Sul y plant yn ystod yr 
Oedfa.  Un Oedfa Gymun y mis a'r Suliau 
yn amrywio. 
 
 
Y Gymdeithas Ddiwylliadol.  Cawsom 
nosweithiau difir ac amrywiol dros y tri mis 
diwethaf a chyfle I fwynhau pryd o fwyd 
gyda'n gilydd cyn y Nadolig.  Diolch yn fawr 
I swyddogion y Gymdeithas am eu 
trefniadau ac i'r aelodau am eu cefnogaeth.  
Rydym yn cael ysbaid dros Ionawr a 
Chwefror ond bydd yn ail-ddechrau yn 
Marwth.  Mae croeso cynnes I bawb 
ymuno, dewch I fwynhau a chymdeithasu. 
 
 
Y Dosbarth Llenyddiaeth.   Tymor arall 
wedi dod I ben a gwersi diddorol iawn wed'i 
trefnu gan y Tiwtor, Bethan Clement.  
Cawsom gyfle I ddarllen nofel, dramau, 
storiau byrion, a llyfr newydd o farddoniaeth 
a chael cwmni'r Bardd, Y Parchedig Meirion 
Evans, I son am a thrafod ei gyfrol newydd.  
Mae bod yn y dosbarth yn wefr ac yn rhoi'r 
mwynhad mwyaf. 
 
 
Yr Ysgol Sul.  Rydym yn elwa o gwmni'r 
plant bron bob Sul ond roed dathlu'r 
Nadolig yn eu cwmni yn Sul arbennig iawn.  
Diolch yn fawr yddynt am baratoi a dysgu 
eu rhannau yn ddrama'r Nadolig a rhoi 
perfformiad arbennig – dyma'r tro cyntaf I ni 
gael Mair ar ffyn-bagl ar ol torri asgwrn yn 
ei throed.  Wnaeth y ddamwain ddim 
amharu tamaid ar y perfformiad.  Daeth 
Sion Corn heibio ar ei ffordd i Wlad yr Ia, 
ond oherwydd prysurdeb paratoi anrhegion 
ar gyfer dydd Nadolig ni allodd aros i barti'r 
plant wedi'r Oedfa ond arhosodd y 
gynulleidfa I gael te a mins peis a 
chymdeithasu.  Diolch yn fawr i Cathryn ag 
athrawon y festri am eu hymroddiad. 
Cofiwn am ein haelodau sy'n methu dod  i 
oedfaon oherwydd afiechyd a gwahanol 

amgylchiadau, cofiwn amdanoch yn gyson 
yn enwedig o amgylch Bwrdd y Cymun.  
'Rydym yn ddyledus iawn i'n haelodau 
ffyddlon o Sul i Sul am eu cefnogaeth a'u 
gweithgarwch yn ystod 2011. 
 
 
Romanian Aid Foundation (South 
Wales).  Diolch yw'r testun eto am yr holl 
focsis esgidiau Nadolig I blant tlawd 
Dorohoi a'r Cartref Down's Syndrome.   
Cawsom dros 400 eleni drwy law aelodau a 
ffrindiau Libanus a chymorth o Bethlehem, 
Ponthenri, Carwe a Glanymor.  Daeth 
capiau a mitts lu I law o “Brynaman i Bishop 
Stortford”.  Newyddion newydd ddod I law 
bod 2445 o focsis wedi'i hanfon o dde 
Cymru ac wedi cyrraedd ar 6ed o Rhagfyr.  
Diolch o galon am bob cefnogaeth.  Gallwn 
dderbyn dillad  oedolion a phlant ac 
esgidiau, beiciau, tegannau, dillad gwely ac 
yyb gydol y flwyddyn.  Bydd y lorri nesaf yn 
gadael yn y Gwanwyn.    Cysylltwch ag 
Ann, Beti neu Barbara. 

 
Cymorth Cristnogol. Mae Pwyllgor y Pwll 
yn cwrdd yn y Festri a trefnwyd yr Oedfa 
Nadolig yn Erglwys y Drindod Sanctaidd 
eleni.  Daeth cynulliad arbennig o dda 
ynghyd a cawsom groeso cynnes gan y 
Ficer, Y Parchedig Paul Davies, sydd erbyn 
hyn wedi dechrau yn ei Ofalaeth newydd 
ym Mangor.  Diolch i bawb gymerodd ran 
ac am gefnogi stondin Masnach Deg – 
gwerthwyd bron £370 drwy y nwyddau a'r 
cardiau.  Llawer o ddiolch ac hefyd am eich 
cyfraniadau ariannol hael. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

People: Some make things happen, 
some watch things happen, but the 

majority have no idea what happened. 

CYMORTH 
CHRISTNOGOL / 
CHRISTIAN AID 

 

The United Carol Service at Holy Trinity 

Church on 4 December 2011 was very well 
attended and we received a very warm 
welcome from the Vicar, The Reverend 
Paul Davies,  who has by now taken up his 
new duties as Arch-deacon of Bangor.  We 
appreciate the readiness of members of 
Bethlehem, Holy Trinity and Libanus to take 
part as this is a special opportunity to 
worship together  as a village.  Thank you 
for your generous donations and for 
supporting the Fair Trade stall.  Over £370 
was collected from the sale of goods and 
Christmas Cards.   Christian Aid week falls 
between  13

th
 and 19

th
 May this year and 

we will be holding another Bilingual 
United Service on Monday, 14th May, 
2012, at 7pm at Bethlehem Chapel.  We 
look forward to seeing you and please bring 
friends and family. 
 
Loretta Minghella, Director of Christian Aid 
writes in The C.A.News  “In the first 18 
months as director I have been inspired 
and moved by the dedication shown by 
thousands of volunteers who make 
Christian Aid Week happen every year – 
holding events, raising awareness, going 
from house to house etc. to raise money to 
enable us to provide vital assistance to the 
poorest and most vulnerable people in the 
world.  We're all too aware that times are 
tough for everyone at the moment but we 
do not want to cut back on the assistance 
we provide to our partners.  We'll be doing 
all we can to make the week as successful 
as possible this May.  We hope you will join 
us and help make this the biggest Christian 
Aid Week ever!”.   The way we lead our 
own lives can have a tangible impact in the 
fight to end poverty/.  By 'doing the right 
thing' we show we have a commitment to a 
sustainable lifestyle that places a high 
value on helping others.  If you would like 
to help the contact numbers are 01554 
772441 or 01554 758023 

 

 

ROMANIAN AID 
FOUNDATION 

SOUTH WALES) 
 

We gave you an 

insight to the work of the 
Foundation in the last Magazine and 
hopefully this will cement our continued 
commitment to helping the poor of Dorohoi.  
The response to the Christmas Shoe boxes 
was  overwhelming, as were the caps and 
mitts from “Brynamman to Bishop Stortford” 
knitted with love and much appreciated.  
Paul collected over 400 boxes from 
Libanus vestry at the beginning of 
November, donated by members and 
friends of Libanus and Bethlehem and 
other Chapels in Ponthenry, Carway, and 
Seaside.  2445 boxes in total were sent 
(1150 from the Neath, Ammanford. Pwll, 
Llanelli and Swansea  Area) and arrived in 
Dorohoi on  6

th
 December in plenty of time 

for Christmas, to be distributed by the 
Romanian Aid Foundation personnel and 
Church pastors to needy children and 
families, also to those with special needs 
plus a Special School and a Downs 
Syndrome support group.  Thank you for 
the amazing response.  They were able to 
send out a number of food parcels too and 
cake donated on this load was a real 
Christmas treat.  We can accept donations 
of clothes and shoes for adults, children 
and babies, bedding, sewing and knitting 
materials as well as knitted and crochet 
items, toys, medical supplies and bicycles.  
The next lorry will be leaving in the Spring.   
Please contact us on 01554 810640, 01554 
758023 or 10554 759771. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The search for a new minister is ongoing. 

As reported before, an early outcome is not 
expected. Again, a huge thanks to all who 
have ministered to us over the last quarter. 
 

PWLL SCHOOL CAROL CONCERT -  It 
was with a sense of great expectation that 
we welcomed back Pwll School for their 
carol concert. The evening was quite 
simply stunning. What a joy it was to see 
the chapel full to capacity. The children 
performed to perfection. 
 

The whole evening was a demonstration of 
the value of the quality of education that 
our village school is providing. Our thanks 
to Mr Paul Trotman and his staff, especially 
those that prepared the children musically. 
Very well done! A great community 
evening. 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS SERVICE – 
The Christmas Service was quite simply a 
delight enjoyed by participants and 
congregation alike. What a blessing to see 
so many present on a Sunday afternoon. 
Contributions in both Welsh and English 
were enjoyed from a Pwll School Group, 
Bethlehem Sunday School, the Sisterhood 
and individual members. Mince pies, tea, 
coffee and squash followed. 
The true meaning of Christmas shone 
through. 
 
St DAVID’S DAY CELEBRATION – A St 
David’s Day evening will take place on 
Friday 2

nd
 March. Traditional Welsh fare will 

be served in the vestry, followed by music 
and song. 
 

Once again we are hoping to welcome a 
group of children from Pwll School with kind 
permission of the headteacher and parents. 
The children will be supported by items 
from members of the chapel. 
 

EASTER SERVICE APRIL 8
th

 3:30pm – 
We are hoping to hold a service similar to 
the Community Christmas Service on this 
date. 
 
Everyone is welcome at all services. 
 
May the school and our community of Pwll 
enjoy a truly blessed 2012. 
 

The Lord be with you all. 
 
 
 

WORLD'S LARGEST CITIES 
 

Rank  City   Population  
  1  Tokyo   37,800,000 
  2  Seoul   23,900,000  
  3  Mexico City  22,900,000  
  4  Delhi   22,400,000  
  5  New York 21,900,000  
  6  Mumbai   21,400,000  
  7  Sao Paulo  21,500,000  
  8  Shanghai 17,900,000  
  9  Kolkata (Calcutta) 16,000,000  
10  Buenos Aires,   14,100,000 

 
 
 

DISTANCE TO HORIZON 

The method to calculate the distance to 

the horizon (where the sea meets the sky) 

is as follows: 

 

 

where d = miles and h = feet 

 

Examples: 
For an observer on the ground with eye 
level at h = 5 ft 7 in (5.583 ft), the horizon is 
at a distance of 3.1 miles (5.0 km).  
 
For an observer standing on a hill or tower 
100 feet (30 m) in height, the horizon is at a 
distance of 13.2 miles (21.2 km).  
 

 

 
PWLL W.I. 

 

Eve, our President 

welcomed members 
to the meeting after the Christmas break.  
She also welcomed five new members to 
the group. Eurwen Morgan was thanked for 
organising an enjoyable Christmas dinner 
in the Ashburnham Golf Club in December.  
Several members attended the planting of 
a tree in Holy Trinity grounds in memory of 
Olive Williams who passed away in 
December 2010.  Reverend Paul Davies 
led the ceremony attended by close family 
and friends.  
 
The 2012 programme for forthcoming 
events is as follows:-   
 
25

th
 January Chocolate treats 

8
th

   February Business meeting 
22

nd
 February Our Birthday – Evening 

Out 
14

th
 March Business meeting         

28
th

 March Toys - West Wales 
Museum of Childhood 

25
th

 April  Amazing Brain – 
Alzheimer's 

9
th

   May  Business meeting 
23

rd
 May  Llanelly House 

13
th

 June Business meeting 
27

th
 June Gower bird hospital 

11
th

 July  Business meeting 
25

th
 July  Outing - meal  

 
In February members took part in the 
Annual Quiz at the Halfway Inn in 
Nantgaredig and also the Dominoes 
competition in Furnace Rugby club.  In 
March there will be a Creative Day at 
the Carmarthen Bowls Club and the 
classes are watercolour painting, 
quilling, rag-rugging and miniature 
flower arranging, all for beginners.  The 
Wales Annual Conference is to be held in 
the Great Hall, Aberystwyth Arts Centre on 
29th March and will be hosted by the 
Ceredigion Federation.  
 
Members have the chance to see 'I 
dreamed a dream' - a musical of the 'Susan 

Boyle story' at the New Theatre Cardiff in 
May and also 'Dirty Dancing' in the Wales 
Millennium Centre in November.  The 'W.I. 
Show' will be held on Saturday 7th July at 
St. Peter's Civic Hall, Carmarthen and the 
theme this year is 'Speed'.  Members are 
encouraged to take part in this event. 
 
As you can see members are involved in a 
variety of activities.  Why don't you come 
along and see for yourself!  Meetings are 
held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the 
month in Pwll Community Centre at 7.00 - 
9.00. 

 
 

FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE 

RECORDSRECORDSRECORDSRECORDS 
 

November 28
th

 1760 - 

Admiralty tender Caesar 
(Captain Adam Hood) 
with a smaller tender 

named Reeves were lying at anchor in 
Mumbles waiting to set sail on a Press 
Gang mission along the coast.  
 

The Caesar set sail for Carmarthen Bay but 
the weather was severe and Captain Hood 
told his pilot to take the boat back to 
Mumbles. The pilot made an error and 
mistook Pwlldu Head on the Gower for 
Mumbles Head and as a result the ship hit 
the rocks near the headland. Some of the 
crew got ashore and climbed the cliffs, but 
during the night the ship broke up and the 
68 pressed men already taken aboard, who 
were locked in the hold, all died.  
 

The place on the headland where the 
bodies were buried is known as 
Gravesend. 

 
(Bristol Channel Shipping Records) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junk is something you throw away 
three weeks before you need it. 



 
 

MEG 

Megan Davies i roi ei henw llawn iddi ond 

nid oedd yn hoff o gael ei galw yn Megan – 
Meg oedd i bawb.  Gwraig hynaws a 
charedig wedi byw bywyd llawn ac wedi 
bod yn rhan o fywyd pentre'r Pwll oddiar 
iddi symud yma yn y tri-degau,  Yn 
enedigol o'r Ffwrnes ac yn un o wyth o 
blant, hi oedd y diwethaf ohonynt pan 
hunodd yn yr Arglwydd mis Tachwedd 
diwethaf yn 99 mlwydd oed.  Yr oedd yn un 
o drigolion hynaf y Pwll ac yr aelod hynaf 
yn Libanus.  Bu yn ffyddlon a theyrngar i'w 
Harglwydd gydol ei hoes a chafodd ei 
hanrhydeddu am ei ffyddlondeb i'r Ysgol 
Sul yn 1998.  Aeth llawn bws o'r teulu, 
aelodau Libanus a'i ffrindiau i Aberystwyth 
yn ystod haf y flwyddyn honno i Oedfa 
arbennig i'w gweld yn derbyn y Fedal 'Gee'.  
Mae Beth a Gareth yn nawr wedi cyflwyno 
y fedal i Libanus er cof am eu Mam, a 
braint yw ei derbyn.  Libanus oedd ei hail 
gartref ac yr oedd yn barod i fod yn rhan o 
holl weithgarwch yr Eglwys.  Bu yn 
ysgrifennydd Y Chwiorydd, yn aelod o'r 
Parti Canu a Chyd-adrodd, a bu'n diddanu 
gymaint o gymdeithasau lleol yng 
nghwmni'r Parti.  Yn ogystal a chystadlu yn 
eisteddfodau Libanus yn flynyddol bu hefyd 
yn y Genedlaethol yn Rhydaman gyda'r 
Parti Cyd-adrodd.  Cael gymaint o hwyl yn 
ymarfer ac yn enwedig y caneuon actol.  
Cefnogodd Y Gymdeithas Ddiwylliadol ac 
yr oedd Y Dosbarth Llenyddiaeth yn agos 
iawn at ei chalon.  Roedd yn ran o fywyd y 
Pentre yn mynychu y dosbarthiadau yn y 
ganolfan, cefnogi'r llyfrgell ac yn hoff iawn o 
ddarllen llyfrau  Cymraeg a Saesneg ac yn 
aelod rheolaidd o'r “clwb cinio” yn y 
ganolfan.  Bu yn frwd ei chefnogaeth ar 
Bwyllgor y Carnifal ac yn rhan fawr o godi 
arian tuag at y parc.  Roedd yn cefnogi 
elusennau ac yn casglu i Ymchwil Cancer a 
Chymorth Cristnogol i enwi dim ond dau.  
Bu yn aelod gweithgar ar Bwyllgor Y Pwll o 
Gymorth Cristnogol tra roedd yn gallu, 
ymlaen yn ei 80au, ac yn fawr ei chonsern 
am dlodion y byd.  Gwraig amryddawn, 
alluog, yn hoff o wau, crosio a thapestri, 
heb son am DIY yn papuro a phaentio i  

 
 
 
deulu a ffrindiau.   Ffrind annwyl, cywir a 
dibenadwy, o hyd a gair da i ddweud am 
bawb ac yn barod i wrando.  Gwen siriol ar 
ei hwyneb a hiwmor iachus yn perthyn iddi 
– gwraig hapus a diolchgar.  Mawr yw ein 
colled fel ffrindiau, cymdogion a 
phentrefwyr, ond gymaint mwy yw'r golled o 
fam, mamgu a hen-famgu annwyl iawn.  
Bydd ein hatgofion personol ohonni yn aros 
yn ein calonnau am byth.   Byddau'r byd yn 
lawer gwell lle i fyw ynddo petau rhagor o 
fobl yn debyg i Meg.  Mae'r teulu yn 
ddiolchgar am y cyfle i gofio amdani yng 
nghylchgrawn y pentre. 

 
 

 
Uchod: Meg Davies 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Nobody plans to fail - they just 
fail to plan. 

 

 
 

MEG 

Her full name was Megan Davies but she 

disliked being called Megan and was 
known to everyone as Meg.  A genial and 
kind lady who lived her life to the full and 
had been part of village life since moving to 
Pwll in the 1930s.  Born in Furnace she 
was the last of eight children when she 
passed peacefully away last November at 
the age of 99 years.  Meg was one of the 
oldest residents of Pwll and the oldest 
member of Libanus Chapel.  A loyal and 
faithful Christian throughout her life who 
was honoured for her faithful service to the 
Sunday School in 1998.  She was 
presented with the “Gee” Medal in 
Aberystwyth in a special Service.  A bus-full 
of family and friends travelled to enjoy the 
special occasion with her.  Beth and Gareth 
have now presented this Medal to Libanus 
in memory of their mother which we are 
privileged to accept.   Libanus was her 
second home and she was always 
prepared to take part in all the activities of 
the Chapel.  She became secretary of The 
Sisterhood, a member of the Ladies Choir 
and Choral-speaking Group entertaining 
many societies in the locality.  As well as 
competing in Libanus Eisteddfodau she 
competed in the National Eisteddfod in 
Ammanford.  She had such enjoyment in 
learning and rehearsing especially for the 
action-songs.  She supported the Cultural 
Society and the Literary Class was dear to 
her heart.  She was part of village life 
attending classes in the Centre, supporting 
the Library and was an avid reader of both 
Welsh and English books.   Pwll Carnival 
Committee was another commitment and 
she played a large part, with others, in 
raising money for the development of the 
The Park and Pavilion.  A strong supporter 
of many charities especially Cancer 
Research and Christian Aid.   She was a 
member of The Pwll Christian Aid 

Committee for as long as she was able, 
well into her 80's, and was extremely 
concerned about the suffering of the poor 
and starving.  A capable lady of many  

 
 
 
 
 
talents, she enjoyed knitting, crochet and 
tapestry as well as DIY and papered and 
painted for family and friends.  A dear 
friend, true and dependable, always having 
a kind word to say about everyone and a 
willing listener.  She always wore a smile 
and had a healthy sense of humour – a 
happy and thankful lady.  Great is the loss 
of friends, neighbours and villagers, 
whereas the loss to the family of a much 
loved mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother is so much greater.   Our 
individual happy memories of her will 
always remain with us and be cherished.  
This world would be a far better place in 
which to live if there were more people like 

Meg.  The family are extremely grateful for 
the opportunity to pay tribute to her in our 
village magazine. 
 

Above: Meg Davies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The most precious thing we have is 
life. Yet it has absolutely no trade-

in value. 



PWLL CRICKET 
CLUB 

 

FIXTURES – 2012 
Division 3 

 
First XI 
 

28
th

 April  Landore  H 
05

th
 May  Hills Plymouth A 

12
th

 May  Britton Ferry A 
19

th
 May  Drefach  H 

26
th

 May  Maesteg  A 
02

nd
 June Porthcawl H 

09
th

 June Pontyberem H 
16

th
 June Swansea CS A 

23
rd

 June Margam  H 
30

th
 June Landore  A 

07
th

 July  Hills Plymouth H 
14

th
 July  Britton Ferry H 

21
st
 July  Drefach  A 

28
th

 July  Maesteg  H 
04

th
 August Porthcawl A 

11
th

 August Pontyberem A 
18

th
 August Swansea CS H 

25
th

 August Margam  A 
     
Second XI 
 

28
th

 April  Landore  A 
05

th
 May  Hills Plymouth H 

12
th

 May  Britton Ferry H 
19

th
 May  Drefach  A 

26
th

 May  Maesteg  H 
02

nd
 June Porthcawl A 

09
th

 June Pontyberem A 
16

th
 June Swansea CS H 

23
rd

 June Margam  A 
30

th
 June Landore  H 

07
th

 July  Hills Plymouth A 
14

th
 July  Britton Ferry A 

21
st
 July  Drefach  H 

28
th

 July  Maesteg  A 
04

th
 August Porthcawl H 

11
th

 August Pontyberem H 
18

th
 August Swansea CS A 

25
th

 August Margam  H 

 
All matches start at 1:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

SAND DREDGER RUNS AGROUND 
(Photos inside front cover) 

 
 

On November 9
th

 last year the sand 

dredger Sospan Dau, which is sometimes 
moored on Pwll beach, ran aground as it 
tried to negotiate the black point. As you 
can see from the photographs on the inside 
front cover, the captain steered his ship a 
bit to close to the shore resulting in it 
running aground on the rocks. However, on 
the next tide the ship was re-floated and 
was seen heading out to sea apparently 
unaffected by the whole incident. 
 
A few weeks later the dredger was 
beached on a nearby sand bank and 
welding work could be seen being 
undertaken. So perhaps the earlier 
grounding of the ship had caused some 
damage to the hull. 
 
Since then the Sospan Dau has carried out 
its normal routine or work. (Apologies for 
the quality of the photographs but on the 
day it ran aground we had torrential rain 
and gale force winds). 
 
 
 

TRAFFIC 
CALMING FOR 

PWLL 
 

At last traffic 

calming is coming to all roads in Pwll.  
 
All minor roads (including Maesyrhaf, 
Glascoed, School Road, Elgin Road, 
Stradey Hill and Stepney Road) will 
become a 20mph zone. No speed bumps 
are planned for these roads. 
 
There is a detailed assessment of the 
junction of Stepney Road and Bassett 
Terrace currently being made. A proposal 
report should be available by the end of 
March as to what can be done to make this 
part of Pwll safer for both pedestrians and 
traffic. 
 

FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE FROM THE 

RECORDSRECORDSRECORDSRECORDS 
 
On 3 August 1981 

the motor vessel Prince Ivanhoe (Captain 
David Neill) was on one of its regular 
pleasure trips in the Bristol Channel from 
Penarth, Glamorgan to Minehead, 
Somerset and then to Mumbles and the 
Gower coast, Glamorgan. Just as the boat 
turned into Port Eynon Bay, Gower, there 
was a loud report and the captain realised 
that the boat had been holed, but he did not 
realise how badly. Passengers were 
advised to put on lifebelts and go to the 
muster stations as a precaution, 'though 
there was no great danger. He sent an 
SOS message, which was heard by the 
Coastguard Station at Mumbles, who 
alerted the RAF Air-Sea Rescue 
helicopters and the lifeboat stations at 
Horton and Mumbles. Meantime the 
captain had found that the boat was taking 
on water at an alarming rate and he 
decided that the best course of action 
would be to beach her. He brought her very 
carefully inshore and grounded her on the 
sands about 100 yards from the beach. In a 
perfectly organised rescue the Horton and 
Port Eynon lifeboats took off the 450 
passengers, women and children first. 
Then the Mumbles Lifeboat arrived and 
took off the ship's instruments, stores and 
the the crew. Letters of appreciation were 
sent by the RNLI to the coxs of the Horton 
& Mumbles lifeboats. The cause of the 
wreck was never finally decided and it took 
three years for the remains of the boat to 
be removed from the sands.  

(Bristol Channel Shipping Records) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW 
 

The winner of the 1940 Grand National 

was Mervyn Anthony Jones who was born 
at Llwynwhilwg Farm, Llanelli  on the 12

th
 of 

May, 1919. 
 
Cardiff has been the capital of Wales since 
1955 and styles itself as Europe's youngest 
capital. 
 
The world’s highest mountain is named 
after a Welshman - Sir George Everest. 
 
The name Wales comes from the Cymraeg 
word Gwalia, meaning in English 
"Homeland". It later became Latinized as 
Walia, then by the Normans to something 
like Wal~es....then Wales. 

 

 

 

 

 
 SIR WILLIAM WALLACE –  

Scottish rebel 

 
1305 - executed by 
being hanged for a 
short time, taken 
down still breathing 
and having his 
bowels torn out and 
burned. His head 
was then struck off, 
and his body divided 

into quarters, the punishment known as 
'hanged, drawn and quartered'. His head 
was placed on a pole on London Bridge, 
his right arm above the bridge in 
Newcastle, his left arm was sent to 
Berwick, his right foot and limb to Perth and 
his left quarter to Aberdeen where it was 
buried in what is now the wall at St. 
Machars Cathedral. 
 
 
 

Women will never be equal to men 
until they can walk down the street 
with a bald head and a beer gut, 

and still think they are sexy. 

 

A diplomat is someone who tells you 
to go to hell in such a way that you 

actually look forward to the trip. 



LOCAL RESIDENT 
PUNISHED BY 

REFUSE 
COLLECTORS 

 
A local resident living in 
Ael-y-Bryn was recently 

punished by the Refuse Collectors for not 
adhering to the rules of the “Blue Bag 
recycling Programme”. 
 
The resident, who shall remain nameless to 
save his integrity and blushes, noticed that 
the Refuse Collectors took everyone’s blue 
bags except his. Upon closer inspection he 
found a notice attached to the Blue bag 
stating that they were refusing to remove 
the refuse because it was contaminated 
with food. 
 
The resident inspected every item of 
rubbish in the Blue Bag and discovered one 
very lonely tea bag. “It must have dropped 
off the washing line where I hang them out 
to dry for the next cup”, he told us. “I find it 
hard to believe that the Refuse Collectors 
have such good eyesight that they could 
have spotted one small tea-bag amongst 
the contents of the bag”. 
 
He continued by saying, “How can the 
Council say that a three times used tea bag 
is food! I would agree with them that a new 
tea bag or even one which has been used 
twice might be regarded as food but surely 
not one that had been used three times. 
There is very little taste left in a tea bag 
that’s been used three times. I thought I 
was just disposing of a small perforated 
paper bag.” 
 
“In future I will be very careful. I am starting 
to collect them up so that I can make some 
Tea Wine. I should have enough in about a 
year so the Refuse Collectors can have 
nothing to blame on me for at least a year”  
 
 
 
 
 

 
WYNNE’S COLLIERS QUIZ 

The quizzes arranged by Mr Wynne 
Thomas of Pwll Road and held in The 
Colliers’ Arms, raised an incredible £500.00 
during the year to Christmas 2011. The 
monies donated during 2011 were 
distributed to the Coronary Care Unit and 
The Hospice at Prince Philip hospital. 
 
This fantastic achievement continues the 
work Wynne has done for various charities 
over the last 21 years by arranging quizzes 
four times per year. 
 
If you want to be part of the history of 
Wynne’s Quizzes why not join us for the 
next quiz on Sunday April 8

th
 

 
 
 

MAMMALS 
Some facts about 
mammals:- 

 
 

Smallest: Bumblebee Bat (2 grms) 
Longest:    Blue Whale (98 feet) 
Fastest:  Cheetah (71 mph) 
Heaviest: Blue Whale (200 tonnes) 
Furthest  
Migration:  Humpback Whale (5100 

miles)  
Tallest:  Giraffe (20 feet) 
Longest Living:  Woman (122 years) 
 
 

 

 MAXIMUM LIFE SPAN 
(Maximum verified life span) 

 
 

Common house mouse       4 years 
Brown rat      7 years 
Dog      29 years 
Cat     38 years 
Polar bear    42 years 
Horse      62 years 
Asian elephant     86 years 
Man   115 years 
Woman   122 years 
 
 
 

Hospitality is making your guests 
feel at home even when you wish 

they were. 

 
 

PWLL FOOTBALL 
CLUB 

 

Where they stand - 
2011/12 season. 

 

Division 1  P  W   D  L GD Pts 

*Llanstephan  14   8   3  3 +12   25 

Ponthenri    9   7   1  1 +22   22 

Camford  14   6   4  4 +  3   22 

Felinfoel    8   6   1  1 +17   19 

Llangennech  11   5   3  3 +  1   18 

West End United  15   4   5  6  -  6   17 

Pontarddulais  14   3   5  6  -  3   14 

Pwll  10   4   1  5  + 4   13 

Killay  11   3   3  5  -  4   12 

Pontlliw  12   3   2  7  -10   11 

* Garden Village  13   3   2  8  -27     2 

* Llanelli Steel  10   2   2  6  -13    -2 

*Points deducted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserve Division 2  P  W   D  L GD Pts

Penyfan  16   13   3    0 +44   42 

Tumble  16   8   2    6 +17   26 

Felinfoel  14   7     4    3 +16   25 

Gorseinon   13   5   6    2 +12   21 

West End United  17   6   2    9  -10   20 

Pontaddulais  14   6   2    6 +12   20 

* Llansteffan  13   5   4    4  + 8   17 

Pwll  13   5   2    6  -  3   17 

Abergwili  13   3   2    8  -21   11 

* Penllergaer  16   8   2    6  + 1   10 

Llandeilo  14   2   1  11  -23     7 

* Wellfield  11   2   0    9  -29     1 

 

Tables updated to 21
st
  January 2012 

 

WORLDS LARGEST 
ISLANDS 

 
   

  Sq miles 

  1 Greenland  836,330 
  2 New Guinea   303,381 
  3 Borneo   288,869 
  4 Madagascar   226,658 
  5 Baffin Island   195,928 
  6 Sumatra    171,069 
  7 UK      94,058  
  8 Honshu     87,182 
  9 Victoria Island     83,890 
10 Ellesmere Island   75,767 

 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

Dozens of passengers were told to get off 

an EasyJet plane on 26 December 2010 
because it was too heavy to take off. 
 

The flight from Birmingham to Geneva had 
10 tonnes too much fuel so the captain 
asked the last 37 customers who had 
boarded to get off. When some refused, 
they were threatened with arrest.  
 

Passengers lucky enough to keep their 
seats had a nasty surprise when they 
touched down - unbeknown to them, 
EasyJet had left their bags behind to save 
weight. 
 

One passenger had to wait five days before 
she got her bags - the day before she flew 
back to Britain. 

 

Mike Hammond was bombarded with 

offers after advertising in his village post 
office for someone to accompany his 88-
year-old father Jack on visits to a southern 
England pub from a nursing home. 

 
 
 
 
 

I think the Mars Rover is scouting for 
the next Tesco Superstore site. 

You non-conformists are all alike. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 

 

 
HOLY TRINITY 

CHURCH 

I awoke this morning, 

to the familiar sound of 
the rain sheeting down 
outside my bedroom 

window. It was still dark as I set out with my 
son, to drive him to his pick up point for his 
work. The rain was still sheeting across the 
Towey valley, our driveway resembled a river, 
and as I turned onto the lane leading to our 
house, the car headlights reflected back off 
the dark surface of the puddles that covered 
the way. It was to be yet another of those 
journeys that one needs to take, but which in 
reality, given the option, one would rather not. 
But it was as I drove up the lane towards the 
main road, that my heart was lifted, as the 
headlights reflected back another sight to me, 
out of the darkness a came a brilliant 
gleaming white reflection of a drift of 
snowdrops. What a wonderful reminder of 
spring to come. 
 

A reminder also of the changefulness of our 
seasons, last year we were in the grip of snow 
and ice, whilst this winter has been one of the 
mildest, but wettest, on record. Each season 
we seem to need to adapt to change, just as 
when we get up in the morning, we need to be 
prepared to deal with the weather conditions 
that we experience, irrespective of what we, 
or the weather forecasters for that matter, 
may have been expecting. Just as we need to 
cope with the changing patterns of our 
weather, so too do we need to accommodate 
all of the other numerous changes that 
surround us every day. As the saying goes, 
the only certainty that we have, is that change 
is here to stay! 
 

That change effects us all, in the Parish of 
Burry Port with Pwll, as you will know from 
Vicar Paul’s page in the last edition of The 
Bônau Cabbage Patch, when he wrote of his 
imminent departure to become Archdeacon of 
Bangor, we are in that period of time, known 
as an interregnum, while we await the 
announcement as to whom his replacement 
will be. But in many ways, that change of 
individual leader of the worshiping community  

 
 
is perhaps rather like our varying seasons of 
the year, some will be preferred by one group 
of people more than another, just as some 
may prefer a cold frosty winter, whilst others 
may prefer a milder one such as we have just 
had, accepting that the rain is part of the price 
to pay. But, whether our individual preference 
is for hot or cold, what we do know is the 
certainty that was reflected back to me this 
morning of the continuing changes of the 
seasons. That spring will follow winter, that 
summer will follow spring, that autumn will 
follow summer and that winter will follow 
autumn. Just as we know that the sun will rise 
in the morning in the eastern sky and set in 
the evening over the sea to the west. Some 
things change, whilst others do not. Just as 
Vicars will continue to come and go, the one 
of whose presence they remind us, our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, has promised that 
he will be with us always, even to the very end 
of the age. (Matthew 28:20) 
 

One other aspect of the uncertainty that 
accompanies a change of leadership is what 
effect it may have on the frequency and timing 
of services, so I would advise you that for the 
foreseeable future that the pattern of worship 
will remain as it has been.  
That is, Eucharist every Sunday morning at 
9.00am (followed by coffee and a chat) and 
Evensong with Holy Communion at 5.00pm 
on the 4th Sunday of the month. On the 
occasion of a 5th Sunday in a month, we hold 
a united Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s, Burry 
Port in the morning at 10.30am, with an 
evening service of Compline held at Holy 
Trinity at 5.00pm. As at all the Churches in 
Pwll, all are warmly welcome to join us for any 
of theses acts of worship. I would particularly 
like to draw your attention to our Sunday 
School that continues to run each Sunday of 
the school term from 10.30-12.00 under the 
talented leadership of Mrs Helen Davies. We 
are always delighted to welcome new children 
and if any parent would like their child to go 
along, please speak to Helen (778673).  
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Michael - Assistant Curate to the Parish of 
Burry Port and Pwll. 
 
 
 
 



  
 

SHIPWRECKED 
CHAMPAGNE 

Heidsieck 1907 
 

The one hundred 

year old bottles of Champagne from the 
Heidsieck vineyard in the Champagne area 
of France, took over eighty years to reach 
their destination.  
 
Shipped to the Russian Imperial family in 
1916, a shipwreck off the coast of Finland 
caused the champagne to be lost at sea 
until divers discovered over 200 bottles in 
1997.  
 

Now they’re finally being sold—to wealthy 
guests at the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Moscow. 
Of course the wine’s extraordinary tale and 
incredible age are what makes it the 
world’s most expensive champagne at a 
mere £178,000 per bottle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 
A Delaware judge ordered a man who 

twice exposed himself to a 10-year-old girl 
at his workplace to wear a T-shirt with the 
words: “I am a registered sex offender” in 
bold letters. 

 

“This is your captain speaking: Er, I’ve 

landed at the wrong airport. Er, sorry.” A 
bungling Ryanair pilot flew straight into the 
centre of an investigation after mistakenly 
landing at a military airbase rather than the 
regular Northern Ireland airport. 

 

 
LEGO  

 
 

- More than 100 million children 
play with Lego. 

- There are more than 915 million 
different ways to combine six 
eight-studded Lego bricks. 

- It is estimated there are 52 Lego 
bricks for every person on the 
planet. 

- Kids around the world spend 
around 5 billion hours playing with 
Lego. 

- The word Lego comes from the 
Danish word Leg Godt which 
means "play well".  

- Lego is the largest tyre 
manufacturer, producing 306 
million tyres every year. 

- 18 bricks out of 1 million 
manufactured fail to meet the 
required quality standard. 

- Approximately 485 billion Lego 
parts have been produced so far. 

It would take a column of 40 billion Lego 
bricks to reach the moon. 
 
 

THE PARKING SPACE 
 

A man was driving down the 

street, in a sweat, because he 
had an important meeting and couldn't find 
parking. Looking up toward heaven, he 
said, "Lord, take pity on me. If you find me 
a parking space, I will go to church every 
Sunday for the rest of my life and give up 
drinking."  
 
Miraculously, a parking space appeared.  
 
The man looked up again and said, "Never 
mind. I found one." 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Going to church doesn't make you a 
Christian any more than standing in a 

garage makes you a car. 

I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was 
blaming you. 

 
COMPUTER 

TRIBUTE 

 
 

The computer swallowed grandma. 

Yes, honestly it’s true! 
She pressed 'control and 'enter' 

And disappeared from view. 
 

It devoured her completely, 
The thought just makes me squirm. 

She must have caught a virus 
Or been eaten by a worm. 

 
I've searched through the recycle bin 

And files of every kind; 
I've even used the Internet, 

But nothing did I find. 
 

In desperation, I asked Jeeves 
My searches to refine. 

The reply from him was negative, 

Not a thing was found 'online.' 
 

So, if inside your 'Inbox,' 
My Grandma you should see, 

Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her 
And send her back to me. 

 

 

 

 

SPRING 

Spring is not the best of seasons. 

Cold and flu are two good reasons; 
wind and rain and other sorrow, 
warm today and cold tomorrow. 

 
~Author Unknown 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPRING MADNESS 
 

At last, spring is busting 

out all over and the 
expectation of longer 
days, trees and flowers 
bursting into colour and 

a bit of warmer weather can turn us all a bit 
giddy. That's certainly the case in the 
animal kingdom, too – we don't refer to 
being mad as a March hare for nothing! 
The hare-breeding season starts in March 
and their erratic behaviour has been seen 
as a kind of madness since 1500. Did you 
know that referring to someone as hare-
brained has the same roots? 

(source: Puzzler Media Ltd) 
 
 

 

 

CONFETTI 

We have weddings on 

our minds this time of 
year and it set us 

thinking about the origins of 
the confetti we throw with such 

enthusiasm on these occasions. In Italy, 
confetti are sugared almonds sold in all 
sorts of amazing colours (the word has the 
same root as the English word 
'confectionery'). Later, imitation sweets 
made from plaster were thrown instead.  
 
By the end of the 19th century, the word 
had crossed into English to mean the wisps 
of coloured paper we throw today and 
gradually this custom supplanted the 
ancient Celtic tradition of throwing rice over 
the happy couple, to bring their marriage 
blessings and fertility.  

(source: Puzzler Media Ltd) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We do not stop playing because we 
grow old: 

We grow old because we stop 
playing. 

Every spring is the only spring - a perpetual 
astonishment.  ~Ellis Peters Life is what happens to you while 

you're busy making other plans. 

 

Say nothing . . . often. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 

 

Above: Pwll Fire Brigade during World War 2 

 

 

 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVING 

COUNTRIES 

Daylight saving 

time (DST) has been a subject of recurring 
debate in the United Kingdom, and many 
other countries around the world for about 
a hundred years. Ancient civilizations were 
known to practice a similar process of the 
concept of daylight saving time where they 
would adjust their daily schedules in 
accordance to the sun, such as the Roman 
water clocks that used different scales for 
different months of the year.  
 

The countries that will turn their clocks 
forward/backward to observe Daylight 
Savings in 2012 are: 
 

Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Australia (some 
area), Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Belgium, Bermuda, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Brazil (most locations), Bulgaria, Canada 
(most locations), Chile, Croatia, Cuba, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Falkland Islands, Färöer, Fiji, 
Finland, France, Germany, Gibraltar, 
Greece, Greenland, Vatican City, Hungary, 
Iran, Ireland, Isle of Man, Israel, Italy, 
Jordan, Kosovo, Latvia, Lebanon, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Malta, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Namibia, 
Netherlands. New Zealand, Norway, 
Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Macedonia, 
Romania, Russia, Samoa, San Marino, 
Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syria, The Bahamas, Turkey, 
Turks & Caicos Islands, Ukraine, United 
States of America (most locations), 
Uruguay, Western Sahara.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOP THIS FOR A 
SPEEDING TICKET 
 

Two traffic control 

officers from North 
Berwick were involved 
in an unusual incident 
while checking for 
speeding motorists on 
the A1. 

 

One of the officers used a hand-held radar 
device to check the speed of a vehicle 
approaching over the crest of a hill, and 
was surprised when the speed was 
recorded at over 300mph. The machine 
then stopped working and the officer was 
unable to reset it. 
 

The radar gun had in fact locked on to a 
NATO Tornado fighter jet over the North 
Sea, which was engaged in low-flying 
exercises over the Borders district. 
 

Back at police headquarters the chief 
constable fired off a stiff complaint to the 
RAF Liaison officer. 
 

Back came the reply in true laconic RAF 
style. “Thank you for your message, which 
allows us to complete the file on this 
incident. You may be interested to know 
that the tactical computer in the Tornado 
had automatically locked on to your ‘hostile 
radar equipment’ and sent a jamming 
signal back to it. Furthermore, the 
Sidewinder air-to-ground missiles aboard 
the fully-armed aircraft had also locked on 
to the target. Fortunately the Dutch pilot 
flying the Tornado responded to the missile 
status alert intelligently and was able to 
override the automatic protection system 
before the missile was launched.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
An American firm is planning to market strawberry-flavoured bananas. Chiquita 

International is planning a range of new flavours because it reckons bananas are becoming 
boring. 

Oxfordshire County Council, which oversees youth swimming classes, banned goggles 

from the pools in February because of the fear that kids might snap the elastic bands and 
hurt their eyes. 



 
 

 
 

If the jokes themselves 

weren't that funny, then it 
was the funniness of the man that made 
Tommy Coopers act such a classic. If he were 
still alive, here is some material he might have 
used. You just have to imagine him saying 
it....  
 

There was this man standing on a window 
ledge on a high building. If he fell, it would be 
curtains. If he fell the other way, he'd be dead. 
 

Cos it's strange, isn't it.  You stand in the 
middle of a library and go 'Aaaaaaagghhhh!' 
and everyone just stares at you. But you do 
the same thing on an aeroplane, and 
everyone joins in. 
 

He said, "I'm going to chop off the bottom of 
one of your trouser legs and put it in a library." 
I thought, "That's a turn-up for the books." 
 

So I rang up a local building firm, I said, "I 
want a skip outside my house." He said, "I'm 
not stopping you." 
 

So I was getting into my car, and this bloke 
says to me, "Can you give me a lift?"  I said, 
"Sure, you look great, the world's your oyster, 
go for it." 
 

You know, somebody actually complimented 
me on my driving today.  They left a little note 
on the windscreen, it said, "Parking Fine."  So 
that was nice. 
 

So I went to the dentist.  He said, "Say Aaah." 
I said, "Why?" He said, "My dog's died." 
 

Now, most dentists’ chairs go up and down, 
don't they?  The one I was in went back and 
forwards.  I thought, "This is unusual".  And 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the dentist said to me, "Mr Cooper, get out of 
the filing cabinet." 
 

So I got home, and the phone was ringing.  I 
picked it up, and said, "Who's speaking 
please?"  And a voice said, "You are." 
 

So I rang up my local swimming baths.  I said, 
"Is that the local swimming baths?"  He said, 
"It depends where you're calling from." 
 

Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are 
Chinese.  And there are 5 people in my family, 
so it must be one of them.  It's either my mum 
or my dad. Or my older brother Colin.  Or my 
younger brother Ho-Cha-Chu.  But I think its 
Colin. 
 

So I was in my car, and I was driving along, 
and my boss rang up, and he said, "You've 
been promoted."  And I swerved.  And then he 
rang up a second time and said, "You've been 
promoted again."  And I swerved again.  He 
rang up a third time and said, "You're 
managing director." And I went into a tree.  
And a policeman came up and said, "What 
happened to you?"  And I said, "I careered off 
the road." 
 

A guy gets shipwrecked. When he wakes up, 
he's on a beach. The sand is purple.  He can't 
believe it. The sky is purple. He walks around 
a bit and sees that there is purple grass, 
purple birds and purple fruit on the purple 
trees.  He's shocked when he finds that his 
skin is starting to turn purple too.  "Oh no!" he 
says, "I think I've been marooned!" 
 

A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet.  "My 
dog's cross-eyed, is there anything you can 
do for him?"  "Well," says the vet, "let's have a 
look at him."  So he picks the dog up and 
examines his eyes, then checks his teeth.  
Finally, he says, "I'm going to have to put him 
down."  "What? Because he's cross-eyed?" 
"No, because he's heavy." 
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