
 
 

Welcome to the thirty-seventh edition of 

The Bônau Cabbage Patch. We’ve well and 
truly passed the nine-year barrier now and 
hopefully you have enjoyed the magazine 
during that time as much as we have 
enjoyed producing it for you. 
 

If there are any articles or topics you would 
like to see in The Bônau then just let us 
know and we’ll see what we can do to 
accommodate you. Remember this is your 
magazine – written by the people for the 
people. 
 

This edition has most of your favourite topics 
and columns. Enjoy reading it. We’ll see you 
again in the autumn. 
 
 
 
 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

We would like to welcome our new sponsors 

to the magazine and hope that our association 
will be a long and enjoyable one.  
 
We would also like to express our thanks and 
gratitude to all our sponsors without whose 
generous contributions this edition of the 
magazine would not have been possible. 
 
We ask our readers to patronise our sponsors 
whenever possible and please mention the 
Bônau Cabbage Patch when you make your 
purchases.  
 
 
 
 

BÔNAU DEADLINES 

The deadline for the autumn edition of The 

Bônau Cabbage Patch is 24th July 2012 for 
your articles or reports or 20th July 2012 for 
any amendments to your advert. 

 
 

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or The 

Pwll Action Committee please call 755665 or 
755260 or 777420 or drop your articles or 
reports through our letterboxes at 43 or 53 or 
81 Pwll Road or you can send us e-mail at:  
 

pwllmag@gmail.com 
 

Any photographs we use are first scanned and 
then the originals are returned to their rightful 
owners so don’t be shy or fearful in sending us 
your photographs. It would be handy though if 
you wrote your name and address on the back 
of the photo (in pencil) or you attached one of 
those ‘post-it-notes’. 
 
 

 

PWLL RESIDENTS & 
TENNANTS 

ASSOCIATION 
 

The Pwll Residents Association meet on the 

last Monday of every month in the vestry of 
Bethlehem Chapel. 
 

Do please go along as everyone is welcome to 
express their views and thoughts on what they 
think should be improved in the village. 
 

More information from Pam Williams, Secretary 
on 01554 776931 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
 

Don’t forget that you can view all previous 

editions of the magazine on the web. We 
also have over 380 old and new photographs 
of interest to Pwll residents there. Take a 
look by pointing your browser to: 
 

www.pwllmag.co.uk 

I was wondering where my boomerang 
had landed - and then it came to me. 

 

The local police rely 

on us, the public to come forward and 
provide them with information so they can 
provide a better service. It also keeps them 
in the loop of what is really going on in our 
community. You can contact them in several 
ways, all are confidential, and each will be 
investigated. You can notify them either by 
telephone, email, Bobby Box etc. as follows: 
- PCSO 8017 Dan Brown telephone number 
101 or e-mail dan.brown@dyfed-
powys.pnn.police.uk or at our local Bobby 
Box which is situated at Pwll Post Office. 
You can also follow Dyfed Powys Police on 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/dafyddP or be 
their friend on Facebook at 

 

www.facebook.com/dafyddP 
 
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH & POLICING 

TEAM 

The Neighbourhood Watch & 

Policing Team hold regular 
meetings in Pwll Pavilion so that the public can 
meet them and discuss their problems and 
concerns.  
Meetings (open to all) will be held on the 
following dates at 6:30pm: - 

   
3rd July 2012 

  4th September 2012 
  6th November 2012 
 

Your local neighbourhood watch co-ordinator is 
John Edwards. You can contact John on 
775534. You can contact your local Police 
Community Support Officer Dan Brown by 
phoning 101 or by e-mail at:  

 

dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
 

 

DIARY DATES 
 
 
 

04
th

 June June Bank Holiday 
05

th
 June Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

16
th

 June Trooping the Colour 
17

th
 June Father's Day 

21
st
 June Summer Solstice, Longest 

Day 
24

th
 June Midsummer's Day 

5
th

 July Tynwald Day 
12

th
 July Orange Men’s Day 

15
th

 July St Swithin's Day 
27

th
 July London Olympic Games 

1
st
 Aug Lamma's Day 

18
th

 Aug Llanelli Festival 
26

th
 - 27

th
 Aug Notting Hill Carnival 

27
th

 Aug  Summer Bank Holiday 
29

th
 Aug  London Paralympic 

Games 
 

 
 

TOP 10 NAMES OF 
2011 

 
Pos Boys Girls 
  1 Harry Olivia 
  2 Jack Lily 
  3 Oliver Sophie 
  4 Charlie Amelia 
  5 Alfie Emily 
  6 Jacob Jessica 
  7 Thomas Grace 
  8 James Ava 
  9 Riley Ruby 
10 Ethan Mia 
 
 
 

FISH CAKES 

Dai walks into a fish ‘n’ chip 

shop holding a salmon under 
his arm. He asks, “Do you sell 

fish cakes here?” 
“No” was the reply.  
“Shame, it's his birthday.” 



LETTERS TO GOD 
(These are letters allegedly 
written to God by American 
children. They are reprinted 
exactly as written).  

Dear God, 

Are you really invisible or is it just a trick. 
Lucy 

Dear God, 

Did you mean for giraffes to look like that or 
was it an accident. Norma 

Dear God, 

Instead of letting people die and having to 
make new ones, why don't you just keep the 
ones you got now? Jane 

Dear God, 

I went to this wedding and they kissed right 
in church. Is that OK? Neil 

Dear God, 

In bible times did they really talk that fancy? 
Jennifer 

Dear God, 

I am American. What are you? Robert 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the baby brother but what I 
prayed for was a puppy. Joyce 

Dear God, 

Please put another holiday between 
Christmas and Easter. There is nothing good 
in there now. Ginny 

Dear God, 

If we come back as something please don't 
let me be Jennifer Horton because I hate 
her. Denise 

Dear God, 

If you give me genie a lamp like Aladdin I will 
give you anything you want except money or 
my chess set. Raphael 

Dear God, 

Please sent Dennis Clark to a different camp 
this year. Peter 

Dear God, 

maybe Cain and Abel would not kill each 
other so much if they had their own rooms. It 
works with my brother. Larry 

Dear God, 

I want to be just like my Daddy when I get 
big but not with so much hair all over. Sam 

Dear God, 

I keep waiting for Spring but it never come. 
Don't forget. Mark 

Dear God, 

You don't have to worry about me. I always 
look both ways. Dean 

Dear God, 

I think the stapler is your greatest invention. 
Ruth M. 

Dear God, 

I think about you even when I'm not praying. 
Elliott 

Dear God, 

I bet it is very hard for you to love all of 
everybody in the world. There are only 4 
people in our family and I can never do it. 
Nan 

Dear God, 

If you watch in church on Sunday I will show 
you my new shoes. Mickey D. 

God, 

I would like to live 900 years like the guy in 
the Bible. Love Chris 

Dear God, 

We read Thos Edison made light but in 
Sunday School they said you did it. So I bet 
he stoled your idea. Sincerely Donna 

Dear God, 

If you let the dinosor not get extinct we would 
not have a country. You did the right thing. 
Jonathan 

Dear God, 

I do not think anybody could be a better God. 
Well I just want you to know but I am not just 
saying that because you are God. Charles 

 

PWLL W.I. 

In March members 

enjoyed seeing a varied 
and excellent collection of 
toys from the West Wales 

Museum of Childhood, Llangeler near 
Newcastle Emlyn. Hillary Kennelly, who owns 
the private museum with her husband, gave a 
talk about her long time interest in toys and her 
dream became a reality when they bought the 
property and developed it into the museum. 
Members brought some of their cherished toys 
including dolls, teddy bears and marionettes. 
 

In April we had a talk on the 'Amazing brain' by 
Dafydd Evans from the Alzheimer's Society. He 
gave us information on the most wonderful, 
mysterious and fascinating       organ - the 
brain. The Spring Council meeting was also 
held in April. This was in St.Peter's  Civic Hall 
and the speaker was Jane Robinson on 'A 
force to be Reckoned with" - a witty, informed, 
continuously entertaining account of the W.I. 
We must thank Eve our President for her hard 
work in researching interesting accounts of 
Pwll's history which was included in the Group 
Archives displayed at the venue. 
 

In May six members enjoyed a tour to 
Yorkshire. They travelled to Holmfirth, the home 
of the popular television series 'Last of the 
Summer Wine'. We travelled on the Keighley 
and Worth Valley Railway, which was very 
exciting. It is now a heritage railway line 5 miles 
long and became very popular with the "The 
Railway Children". A day was spent in York 
visiting 'The Shambles' and many other places 
of interest. Also in May Estelle Evans from the 
Llanelli House project gave an informative talk 
and also updated us on its progress.  
 

In June the speaker will be Dawn Sutton from 
the Gower Bird Hospital. The W.I. Show will be 
held on 7th July in St.Peter's Civic Hall and 
members are encouraged to take part in the 
various categories and the theme is "Speed". 
 

Some members have taken part in county 
activities - dominoes, quiz, a brief history of Art, 
Realism and Controversy slide show with 
speaker Lynda Woolridge, Clyne Gardens and 
Mumbles visit, just to name a few - something 
to suit all!  
 

Members are already organising and practicing 
for the Group meeting in the Autumn when 
members will provide the entertainment and 
refreshments. It has been decided to hold this 
event in the Furnace Rugby Club. 
 
 

 
 

PWLL FOOTBALL 
CLUB 

 

Where they stand - 
2011/12 season. 

 

Division 1  P  W   D  L GD Pts 

Camford 18 14   2  2 +46   44 

Ponthenri 18 14   2  2 +38   44 

* Llansteffan 19 11   4  4 +22   35 

Llangennech 16   8   3  5 -  5   27 

Felinfoel 20   7   5  8 -  5   26 

Pwll 20   6   5  9 +  4   23 

Killay 18   6   3  9  +  1   21 

Pontarddulais 20   4   7  9 - 11   19 

Pontlliw 19   5   3 11 - 10   18 

West End United 20   4   5 11  -27   17 

* Garden Village 20   5   1 14  -53     7 

       

 

Reserve Division 2  P  W   D  L GD Pts

Penyfan  22  18   3   1 +53   57 

Felinfoel  22  13   4   5 +41   43 

Gorseinon  22  11   6   5 +16   39 

Tumble   21  11   3   7 +21   36 

* Llansteffan  21  10   4   7 +  5   32 

Pontaddulais  22   8   2 12  -26   26 

Pwll  21   7   2 12 - 18   23 

Abergwili  22   6   3  13 - 18   21 

West End United  22   6   2  14  -27   20 

Llandeilo  21   6   1  14 - 24   19 

* Penllergaer  22  11   2    9 +10   18 

* Wellfield  22    7   0   15  -33   13 

*Points deducted 
Tables updated to 21

st
 April 2012 



POP GOES THE WEASEL 
 

Half a pound of tuppenny rice,  
Half a pound of treacle.  

That’s the way the money goes,  
Pop! goes the weasel.  

Up and down the City road,  
In and out the Eagle,  

That’s the way the money goes,  
Pop! goes the weasel. 

 

The Nursery Rhyme, 'Pop goes the weasel' 
sounds quite incomprehensible in this day an 
age! The origins of the rhyme are believed to 
date back to the 1700's. 
 

Pop and Weasel? 
 

These words are derived 
from Cockney Rhyming 
slang. Cockneys were a 
close community and had a 
suspicion of strangers and a 
dislike of the Police (they 
still do!) Cockneys 

developed a language of their own based 
roughly on a rhyming slang - it was difficult for 
strangers to understand as invariably the 
second noun would always be dropped. Apples 
and Pears (meaning stairs) would be 
abbreviated to just 'apples', for instance, "watch 
your step on the apples". To "Pop" is the slang 
word for "Pawn". Weasel is derived from 
"weasel and stoat" meaning coat. It was 
traditional for even poor people to own a suit, 
which they wore as their 'Sunday Best'. When 
times were hard they would pawn their suit, or 
coat, on a Monday and claim it back before 
Sunday. Hence the term " Pop goes the 
Weasel." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CALLING THE BANNS 

Calling Banns is one of the 

more ancient forms of 
preliminaries, which make a 
marriage ceremony legal. 

 

The calling of Banns, which used to be referred 
to as “askings” as in “this is the first, second or 
third time of asking” requires the names and 

some of the details of the couple to be called 
out and their intention to marry publicly 
declared at a principal act of worship on three 
consecutive Sundays in a three month period 
prior to the wedding date. The banns must be 
read out in all the churches involved. So, if the 
couple live in the same parish, just one church 
is involved. If the couple live in different 
parishes, the banns must be called in both 
parish church. If they live in two parishes but 
are on the Electoral Roll of a third parish, then 
the banns must be called there too. 
 

The purpose of the banns is to make the 
intentions of the marrying couple public so that 
those who might know of an impediment to their 
marriage may make their objections. This may 
seem an extraordinarily inefficient method of 
disseminating news, but the Local Authority 
method is similarly odd- just a notice posted in 
the Town Hall where only those who know 
would be likely to visit and check! 
 

The impediments to marriage are: 
 

1. insufficient age (16 is the minimum and 
requires parental consent until 18) 
2. previous marriages as yet undissolved- 
bigamy is a serious offence! 
3. consanguinity, or persons planning to marry 
with a member of their own family in a close 
relationship forbidden by law. This rule has 
been partially relaxed over the years. 
 

So, if the banns are called in all the appropriate 
churches and certificates issued to confirm that 
no impediment was alleged, the wedding may 
go ahead unhindered. If impediment is alleged, 
the clergy will need to enquire into the 
circumstances before deciding if the allegation 
is substantial and within the legal framework. If 
there is serious evidence of an impediment, the 
marriage must be delayed until an enquiry is 
held to clarify the whole matter. 
 
 

 

 

Even when a man is listening, he's 
going to get it wrong. 

 

Not everything takes longer than you 
expect. 

GETTING THE 
SACK 

Why do we say that 

someone who is fired 
gets the sack? 

 

The ancient Romans didn't believe in 
mollycoddling convicted felons. 
Rehabilitation wasn't their style. Those 
convicted of parricide or other heinous 
murders were tied in a sack and dumped into 
the Tiber River, instantly solving any 
potential recidivism problem. The practice 
spread throughout many other European 
countries, and, as late as the nineteenth 
century, murderers in Turkey were tossed 
into the Bosporus in a sack. To get the sack, 
then, probably was used figuratively as a 
threat of any sort of punishment, such as 
losing one's job.  
 

Another theory to explain how get the sack 
was recorded — as early as 1611 in France 
— is that it referred to craftsmen of the 
Middle Ages. Artisans carried their tools in 
sacks; while they worked, they handed the 
sacks to their employers. When a craftsman 
got the sack, it meant that his services no 
longer were required. He was left, literally, 
holding the bag. 

 
 

ELEPHANTS 
 

African elephants are 

the largest mammals 
living on solid ground. 
They reach lengths up to 

7.5 m and weights up to 7500 kg. 
 

An elephant trunk has no bone but 40,000 
muscles. 
 

An elephant's brain weighs about five times 
more than a human brain but it's body 
weighs 100 times more than ours. 
 

An elephant's tooth can weigh as much as 
12 pounds. 
 

Elephants, lions, and camels roamed Alaska 
12,000 years ago. 
 

No one has ever been able to domesticate 
the African elephant. Only the Indian 
elephant can be trained by man. 
 

On average, Elephants sleep for about 2 
hours per day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

A woman living in Germany is auctioning off 

her red Ferrari Enzo sports car and including 
a little extra in the package — herself. The 
26-year-old has invited bids on Internet 
auction site ebay starting at €1.25 million. 
 

A Cyprus court jailed Pakistani national 

Fazal Ur Rehman for eight months for 
forgery after police spotted spelling mistakes 
on stamps on an Afghan passport he was 
carrying. 
 

Timothy Walker, 48, was hospitalised after 

he fell off a Sport Utility Vehicle while he was 
on top, holding down two mattresses for the 
driver, who apparently rounded a curve too 
fast. 
 

In January, John Finch, became the latest 

burglar to break in (through a window) and 
be unable to climb back out (thus being 
forced to call Emergency Services to be 
rescued). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is 
a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a 

fruit salad. 

 

Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. 



 
 

This edition celebrates the ninth 

anniversary of the Bônau Cabbage, how 
quick nine years have lapsed! 
 

So much for the predictions by certain 
weather organisations for another cold winter 
- we only experienced a brief cold spell in 
early February. During that period while 
walking home from town along the cycle 
track I noticed some ripples at edge of the 
lake. I leaned over to see what had caused 
the disturbance, I thought at first I had seen 
an otter but no, it was just another dirty, 

stinking mink 
which soon 
disappeared as 
soon as it realised 
it had been 

spotted. As previously mentioned in earlier 
editions these creatures are quite elusive but 
are spreading rapidly over the country, 
probably by now the mink has frequented the 
river Dulais devouring many brown trout, this 
is indeed a despicable pest! 
 

During March we experienced a taste 
summer with temperatures reaching the 
dizzy heights of 21degrees, did summer 
come to early again? However, because of 
the warm spell would you believe greenfly 
present on rose bushes! Perhaps this 
summer we may be in for a bug infested 
year! As we all know how the great British 
weather behaves, well nothing new, in April 
temperatures plummeted with night frosts 
and strong northerly winds causing havoc to 
new crops, what a topsy-turvy spell of 
weather. 
 

Unfortunately not much information for this 
edition but I will finish with quite an alarming 
experience for us all, on April 18

th
 there were 

some funny looking objects passing over the 
village, they turned out to be American F15 

fighter bombers what a 
racket! They flew over 
on five occasions in a 
short space of time 
before disappearing 
eastwards, the noise 

was absolutely horrendous, I know they 
practice on targets at R.A.F. Pembrey but 
surly they did not have to fly so low over the 
village to deafen us all and instead could 
have turned left at Burry Port, I wonder how 
the wildlife was effected by the terrible roar 
of the jet engines, poor birdies! 
 

 I hope the summer will be kind to us this 
year.  Happy holidaying. I’ll see you in the 
autumn.        
 

 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

Two farmers caused chaos this week by 

releasing three bags of deadly snakes into an 
Indian tax office. One state official said: “There 
was total chaos,” after the Uttar Pradesh region 
farmers, who were allegedly angered by 
persistent bribery demands, let loose around 40 
snakes into the office during a busy Tuesday 
afternoon. 

 
An investigation has been launched after 

passport office staff deemed that acting was 
''not a proper job''.  
 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

 

Sharks are immune to all known diseases. 
 

The average soccer ball is made up of 32 
leather panels and held together by 642 
stitches. 
 

Dragonflies have 6 legs but can't walk. 
 

A crocodile can't move its tongue. 
 

Your tongue is the fastest healing part of your 
body. 

THE NUMBER NINE 

In French the word neuf means 

both nine and new. In German, 
the words for nine and new are 
neun and neu, and in Spanish, 

nueve and nuevo. As you count and reach 
nine, you know you are about to make a new 
start. 
 

It is easy to work out whether a number is 
exactly divisible by 9. This is the same as 
asking whether a number is in the `9 times 
table'. All you have to do is add up its digits. 
If the answer is more than one digit long, you 
add up the digits again, and go on doing this, 
until you are left with a single digit. If this 
single digit is 9 then the original number was 
divisible by 9.  
 

For example, is 781236 divisible by 9?  
 

Add up its digits:- 
7 + 8 + 1 + 2 + 3 + 6 = 27 and adding again 
2 + 7 = 9 and because the answer is 9, the 
original number must be divisible by 9.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALFRED BIRD 

 

Alfred Bird was a qualified 

chemist and druggist and 
open an experimental 

chemist's shop in Bull Street, Birmingham. 
 

His  first major invention was egg free 
custard (1837). Alfred Bird used cornflour 
instead of egg to create a custard mix. It was 
originally intended only for his wife Elizabeth 
who had both egg and yeast allergies.  
 

Only when the custard was accidentally fed 
to guests did Alfred Bird realise that his 
invention had a wider use. Soon afterwards 

Alfred Bird founded 'Alfred Bird and Sons 
Ltd', which would go on to become the 
famous Bird's Custard company and brand. 
 

Bird was not content to revolutionise custard 
but went on to invent baking powder so he 
could make yeast-free bread for his wife. 
 

Alfred Bird died on 15 December 1878 but 
his two inventions live on.  

 
 
 

THE CHANT 

Dai is strolling past a lunatic asylum when 

he hears a loud chanting. "Thirteen, thirteen, 
thirteen!" goes the chant. Dai's curiosity gets 
the better of him, and he searches for a hole 
in the security fence. It’s not long before he 
finds a small crack, so he leans forward and 
peers in. Instantly, someone jabs him in the 
eye. As he reels back in agony, the chanting 
continues, "Fourteen, fourteen, fourteen!" 

 
 

 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

A stolen dog has been reunited with its 

family after nearly a year and a half, and all 
thanks to that most ubiquitous of autumnal 
objects, the conker. Molly, a King Charles 
Spaniel, was snatched by thieves in a car 
park near her home in South Wales. She 
was then sold on to a family in South 
Yorkshire, 300 miles away. Molly's owners 
had given up hope of ever seeing their dog 
again. However when Molly accidentally 
swallowed a conker and was taken to a vet, 
a scan of her microchip revealed the pooch 
was on a database of stolen pets. 

 
 
 
 

 

Everyone has a photographic 
memory but most don't have film. 



A WHALE OF A 
STORY 

In Oregon, a reporter 

was sent out to cover the 
removal of a 45-foot, 

eight-ton dead whale that washed up on the 
beach. The responsibility for getting rid of the 
carcass was placed on the Oregon State 
Highway Division, apparently on the theory 
that highways and whales are very similar in 
the sense of being large objects.  
 

The highway engineers hit upon the plan of 
blowing up the whale with dynamite. The 
thinking is that the whale would be blown 
into small pieces, which would be eaten by 
seagulls, and that would be that - a textbook 
whale removal.  
 

So they moved the spectators back up the 
beach, put a half-ton of dynamite next to the 
whale and set it off. What followed, on a 
videotape, is the most wonderful event in the 
history of the universe. First you see the 
whale carcass disappear in a huge blast of 
smoke and flame. Then you hear the happy 
spectators shouting "Yayy!" and "Whee!" 
Then, suddenly, the crowd's tone changes. 
You hear a new sound like "splud." You hear 
a woman's voice shouting "Here come 
pieces of... MY GOD!" Then something 
smeared the camera lens.  
 

Later, the reporter explains: "The humour of 
the entire situation suddenly gave way to a 
run for survival as huge chunks of whale 
blubber fell everywhere." One piece caved in 
the roof of a car parked more than a quarter 
of a mile away. Remaining on the beach 
were several rotting whale sectors of various 
sizes. There was no sign of the seagulls, 
who had no doubt permanently relocated to 
Brazil. 
(Dave Barry) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LLANELLI  TIMELINE (1682 –1830) 
 
1682  Creation of Llanelly Church 
1683  Start of Llanelli parish records 
1761 Oldest map of Llanelli created, 

where Machynys is shown to be an 
island. 

1772 John Wesley visits Llanelly. 
1779 John Wesley visits again. 
1780 Independent chapel established at 

Capel Als. 
1785 Calvinist Methodist church 

established at Gelli On. 
1791 Blast furnace set up in Cwmddyche 

by Gevers and Ingman. 
1795 Alexander Raby begins to operate 

mining and melting of metal ores. 
Llanelly’s population recorded as 
less than 500. 

1801  Llanelly’s first census – population 
2,972. 

1802 Establishment of foundry and 
engineering works by Waddle in 
New Dock. 

1803 Llanelly and Mynydd Mawr Railway 
opened 

1805 Llanelly’s copper works established 
by Daniel & Co. 

1809 Llanelly is hit by floods. Jubilee of 
King George celebrated by 
townsfolk. Establishment of Capel 
Newydd. 

1810 Erw Fawr coal pit founded by 
General Ward. 

1813 Box coal pit opened. 
1822 Sion Chapel founded. 
1823 Part of Parish Church is built. 
1828 Six bells put in tower of the Parish 

Church. Upper and Lower Markets 
opened. Wesleyan church built. 

1829 Construction of Hall Street and New 
Street begin. Railway allowed 
between St Davids and Machynys. 
R.J. Nevill buys all coal pits 
belonging to General Ward. 

1830 Cambrian copper works opened. 
 
(Source: Wikipedia) 
 
 
 

 

A will is a dead giveaway. 

STEPNEY SPARE WHEEL 
 

Walter and Tom Morris Davies were born in 

Spittal, Pembrokeshire but moved to Llanelly in 
1895 to open an ironmongers shop. The 
brothers not only ran an ironmongers shop but 
also assembled bicycles in Stepney Lane. 
 

By 1903 the brothers had advanced by adding 
a motor department when they bought a 
motorcar and started a car hire business. In 
those days horseshoe nails were still very 
common and were the major cause of 
punctures.  
 

 

 
In 1904 Walter and Tom Davies of Llanelly 
patented a spare wheel that could be attached 
to a wheel with a punctured tyre by adjustable 
clamps. The “Stepney Spare Wheel” was a 
spokeless wheel rim onto which a tyre of 
slightly larger than usual diameter was 
mounted. In 1906 they formed the Stepney 
Spare Motor Wheel Company and within three 
years it had been fitted to more than 75,000 
cars. (The photograph above shows Tom and 
Walter Davies with their invention attached to the 
side of a car). 
 

By the turn of the decade the company had 
agencies in Europe and North America; 
including the Stepney Motor Wheel of Canada 
Limited. 
 

The company’s most successful years were 
those just before the First World War when their 
factory in Copperworks Road employed over 
200 workers. At its peak the company was 
manufacturing over 2000 spare wheels per 
week. However, during and after the war the 
company suffered a general decline. From 
1922, the company became the Stepney Tyres 

Ltd and the Llanelli factory closed, as 
manufacturers began to supply spare wheels 
with their motor cars.  
 

In 1928 the registered office of the company 
moved to Great Portland Street in London.  
 

A "stepney" is still today the everyday name for 
a spare wheel in India, Bangladesh, Malta and 
Brazil. 

 

Tom died in 1952 at the age of 75. Walter died, 
aged 84, in 1961. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

There are no rivers in Saudi Arabia. 

A human has fewer muscles than a caterpillar. 

The oldest known vegetable is the pea. 

 

A Smith & Weston beats four aces. 



PWLL CRICKET CLUB 
 

FIXTURES – 2012 
Division 3 

 
First XI 
 

28
th

 April  Landore  H 
05

th
 May  Hills Plymouth A 

12
th

 May  Britton Ferry A 
19

th
 May  Drefach  H 

26
th

 May  Maesteg  A 
02

nd
 June Porthcawl H 

09
th

 June Pontyberem H 
16

th
 June Swansea CS A 

23
rd

 June Margam  H 
30

th
 June Landore  A 

07
th

 July  Hills Plymouth H 
14

th
 July  Britton Ferry H 

21
st
 July  Drefach  A 

28
th

 July  Maesteg  H 
04

th
 August Porthcawl A 

11
th

 August Pontyberem A 
18

th
 August Swansea CS H 

25
th

 August Margam  A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LLANELLI FESTIVAL 
 

The Llanelli Historical 

Society will again be 
hosting the Llanelli 
Festival on Saturday 18th 
August 2012 at the 
Selwyn Samuel Bowls 
Centre. 
 

The event is designed to 
show what a great place Llanelli is and give 
local groups, organisations, clubs and 
societies a chance to showcase their 
activities. 
 

Entry is free to everyone and the doors open 
at 11:00am. 

 

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

 
 

Dear Peter 
 

I received the Bônau Cabbage today and 
thank you. I really enjoy reading it from cover 
to cover. I was so happy reading about Meg 
(Edition 36). We were great friends and 
attended nearly all the classes at the Centre. 
We all did well with our crochet, tapestry 
crochet and sewing and Meg kept us happy 
with her jokes and stories. They were very 
happy times. 
 

I enclose a cheque as a donation towards 
the publication of the magazine. I shall be 
coming to Pwll in May so I may meet you to 
thank you and your team. 
 

Best Wishes – Beryl Jones (Canada) 

 
 
Dear Stuart, 
 

Thank you so much for publishing a piece 
about my late mother, Meg, in your spring 
edition of the Bônau Cabbage Patch. The 
family were very pleased to be able to read 
the tribute to her in print. 
 

Being a native of Pwll I look forward to each 
edition especially when I see something that 
brings back memories of my youth and the 
lovely memories I have of the time I spent in 
Pwll. 
 

Once again a big thank you, and please 
accept a small contribution for your 
magazine. 
 

Mrs B.A. – Burry Port 
 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

British Transport Police were called to a 

train station in Inverness, Scotland, after 
worried railway staff mistook a model haggis, 
dressed in a tartan kilt, as a possible security 
threat.  

What is worth doing is worth the 
trouble of asking somebody to do it. 

OLIVE DAVIES (nee Evans) 
REMINISCES 

 

Catherine Olive Evans was born on the main 

Llanelli to Burry Port road at 5 Colliers Row, 
Pwll on 19th June 1922. However, the two 
houses in Colliers Row and also the Colliers 
Arms were knocked down in 1948 to widen the 
road because of the dangerous corner. Her 
parents were Myrddin and Mabel Ann nee 
Roper and she was one of seven children. She 
had four brothers and two sisters. She married 
Ron Davies and they had two children Marilyn 
and Diane.  
 

Pwll people were renowned for being excellent 
market gardeners. They would be seen pushing 
their trollies full of fresh fruit and vegetables to 
Llanelly market every Thursday. Pwll people 
were known as "Gwyr y Bônau" as they sold 
the cabbages they cultivated and used the 
stalks for their own use. Olive can vividly 
recollect memories of Nellie Speck's garden 
and greenhouses full of fresh produce including 
vegetables and fruit trees. As a young child she 
used to sit for hours watching the weavers in 
the woollen mill near the Talbot Inn. She can 
remember Emlyn y Gwe'ydd (gwehydd 
meaning weaver) busy at work weaving the 
'carthens' (blankets). There was a shop in 
Llanelly market where Olive bought two 
blankets and has still has them to this day.  The 
family lived opposite the brickworks (west) and 
as children had fun carrying their buckets and 
bowls to collect the 'cols' for the house fires. 
Her father Myrddin was a collier but he was 
involved in the building of the new school in 
School Road that was opened in 1930. She can 
remember walking up the hill from Pwll Road to 
take sandwiches and a can of tea to him for his 
lunch. 
 

Olive has also vivid memories of Lady Howard 
Stepney who lived in Cillymaenllwyd. Lady 
Stepney used to walk around Pwll visiting the 
residents wearing 'her brogue shoes and tweed 
outfit and always wore a hat with a feather on 
it'. 
 

Olive can remember Mr Edwards the Head 
teacher teacher of the new Pwll School. At 
Christmas all the children were given a  

 
 
shilling from Lady Stepney. Her brother  Ossie 
Evans was an excellent poet and wrote the 
poem  'Men of Pwll'  where he mentions this:-    
            

Lady Stepney Cilymaenllwyd to everyone 
willing 

At school we all had a gift of a "jilling" 
(shilling) 

 

The Evans family attended Holy Trinity Church, 
Pwll and at advent 1928 Olive was given a 
book by Miss Howard Stepney for attendance 
at Sunday School which she still has today. 
 

On 18th June 1928, one day before her 6th 
birthday Olive can recall seeing a bright orange 
seaplane landing in the Burry estuary directly in 
front of her house in Colliers Row. This turned 
out to be the "Friendship", with a crew of three 
people, including Amelia Earhart, who were the 
first to fly the Atlantic but they thought they had 
landed in Ireland. Her father Myrddin Evans 
with other friends had the pleasure of meeting 
Amelia and Olive recollects his comments that " 
she had red hair and spoke with an American 
accent." The Friendship was towed into Burry 
Port harbour and the crew spent the night in the 
Ashburnham Hotel, Pembrey. 
 

 
 
 
 



Olive comes from a very musical family. She 
said, "I had a wonderful childhood and the 
house was always filled with music." Her father 
was a singer and competed as a soloist in the 
Miners' Welfare Hall, Merthyr Tydfil where he 
was awarded a gold medal on a chain and one 
guinea. Olive is proud of his musical 
achievements and a photograph of him hangs 
proudly in her hallway. He was a member of the 
"Gwalia Glee" singers, all were well known 
Eisteddfod National and semi-national winners 
and others had gained operatic and concert 
fame. Her brother Glyn was the pianist in the 
family and they would hold their singing 
practices in the parlour. Ann Edwards a piano 
teacher lived next door with her son Trevor 
Edwards and he was to become successful in 
the entertainment field. Myrddin also sang with 
Olive Gilbert in 1921, she was an operatic 
singer and actress, born in Carmarthen who 
performed in many of Ivor Novello's musicals. 
His two younger children Catherine Olive and 
Malcolm Gilbert were named after her. 

 

  
 

The musical tradition continues with other 
family members. Her grandson Scott Rosser 
was in the group Dario G who produced the hit 
'Synchyme' in 1997. This was only beaten to 
No 1 position by Elton John's 'Candle in the 
Wind' - in memory of Lady Diana, Princess of 
Wales. Scott also produced 'Carnival de Paris' 
for the Football World Cup in France in 1998, 
which included 32 different musical instruments 
to represent the 32 different countries 
competing in the World Cup. He now has his 
own recording studio in Cheshire and has 
recently been working with Elton John.  
 

Olive has had many acquaintances with people 
from the music world including Dorothy Squires. 
Dorothy lived in Dafen and with Billy Reid were 
the joint owners of the New Dock Cinema in 
Llanelli. It had been renamed the Astoria 

Cinema in 1932 and then the New Astoria 
Theatre in 1950 after its refurbishment. Dorothy 
Squires married Roger Moore soon after. She 
remembers Dorothy with affection. Olive also 
has connections with Pete Conway who was 
the entertainment manager at the Carmarthen 
Bay Holiday camp and his son is the notorious 
singer Robbie Williams. 
 

Her mother came from Troedyrhiw, Merthyr 
Tydfil and during the 6 weeks summer holiday 
Olive would spend happy and memorable times 
with her family there. However she can 
remember men standing around street corners 
and outside their houses due to the lack of work 
in the coalmines during the 1920s and1930s. 
 

Olive can remember the day the terrible news 
of the landslide in Aberfan was announced on 
the radio. "I was working in Morris Motors but 
the factory was on a four day week so I was 
home that day. It happened just after nine and 
we heard that  Pantglas school had been 
involved. I was so worried because many of my 
family lived there.  My Auntie Gwyneth lived in 
Moy Road and her house was demolished. Oh 
why did this disaster happen on a Friday when 
all the children had only just arrived in school! 
Why did it happen at all!" 
  

Several generations of the family have been 
publicans. In recent years family members have 
run the Portobello in Burry Port, the Trostre 
Social Club in Llanelli and also the Teifi Arms in 
Cardigan. However this tradition goes much 
further back in time. In the 1901 census her 
father Myrddin lived in the Colliers Arms in 
Colliers Row with his parents William and 
Maria, along with his brothers and sisters. 
  

 
 

 
 

Olive has family sporting connections with 
football and cricket. Her brother Ossie played 
goalkeeper for Fulham F.C. at Craven Cottage 
during the 1940s.  Her nephew Jeff Jones 
played cricket for England and Glamorgan in 
the 1960s. His son Simon Jones has played for 
Glamorgan, Hampshire and England. In 2005 
Simon played Australia in the Ashes taking 17 
wickets. 
 

Olive is still surrounded by music and has an 
excellent music collection that she listens to 
daily. She loves country and western, the great 
Caruso, Paul Robeson, Robbie Williams, to 
name but a few. She also enjoys sport 
especially football and cricket.  She was over 
the moon when her favourite local team the 
'Swans' were promoted to the Premiership in 
2011. She also follows Arsenal and Brazil. 
 

Olive is very proud of her family connections 
with Pwll over many generations and also her 
family's achievements. It has been a great 
pleasure to talk with and listen to her interesting 
recollections. I am so grateful that I have been 
involved in collating her reminisces for the 
'Bônau Cabbage Patch.' 
 
Congratulations Olive on your 90th birthday 

on 19th June 2012! 
Llongyfarchiadiau Olive ar eich 90 

penblwydd! 
 

(by Anne Messer) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OLIVE DAVIES 

 
 
 
Sending special birthday wishes to a special 

lady on her 90th birthday. 
 

With love from Marilyn & David, Brian, 
Debbie & David, Scott & Mandy, Fern, 

Rhiannon, Tracey, Jack, Dylan and Leon". 
xxx 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations Olive from the 
team of The Bônau Cabbage 
Patch, and thanks for a great 
article. We are sure it will bring 
back many pleasant memories for 
lots of people. And a big thank you 
to Anne for all your effort in 
providing this article. 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
The UK's intelligence agency has set up a code-breaking challenge in a bid to 

attract new talent. GCHQ has launched a new website with a visual code and invited 
anyone to have a go at cracking the code. On the website potential code-breakers 
simply need to enter the correct answer; they will then be redirected to the agency's 
recruitment website. 
 

Take one piece of dry toast. Place it between two slices of bread and butter. Add 

salt and pepper to taste. Hey presto: one toast sandwich, Britain's "cheapest" 
lunchtime meal. The snack was first promoted by Victorian food writer Mrs Beeton. 



SPEAKERS FORUM 
(2011/2012) 

 

The curtain has fallen on another winter of 

guest speakers at Holy Trinity Church in Pwll. 
With so many different subjects, the aim was to 
entertain and inform, while contributing to 
charity at the same time. 
October kicked off with a presentation from 
Scarlets Chief Executive Officer Mark Davies, 
who spoke of the exciting future of Heart and 
Soul Rugby Country down at Parc y Scarlets. In 
November we had two guest speakers, David 
Richards (Head Security Governor of of 
Swansea Prison), who along with Burry Port 
man Tarrul Clement (Deputy Head of 
Residential Units) spoke on "The changing face 
of the Prison Service". 
 

With no meeting in December, we rolled into 
2012 with a talk in January by Noel Rees, 
former lecturer in the Performing Arts at Coleg 
Sir Gar, who spoke on Women in the Theatre 
through the ages, followed in February by a 
visit to the RNLI Station on Burry Port Harbour, 
for a tour of the premises and of the new 
lifeboat, now being used to rescue lives in the 
Estuary. 
 

The series ended in March when guest speaker 
Kevin Johns "took over" the church in Elgin 
Road in a " tour de force". The Ordained 
Minister, Swansea Sound DJ, Swansea City FC 
PA Announcer, actor etc etc spoke on "Comic 
Belief", and had his audience spell bound - and 
in helpless laughter. 
 

The generous people of Holy Trinity responded 
magnificently to the appeal, as did some 
parishioners from St Mary's Burry Port who 
attended. The RNLI were presented with a 
cheque for £112 after the visit, but the main 
charity, which centred around four of the 
lectures was Ty Bryngwyn Hospice, who 
benefited to the tune of £300. The cheque will 
be presented to the Hospice Appeal at their 
next meeting in May. 
 

My thanks to everyone who supported these 
nights, and who gave so generously of their 
time and money for the benefit of others, over 
the winter months.     (M Walters) 

 

Ar Ddydd Gwener Mawrth 2fed roedd yn 

bleser unwaiith eto i groesawu ffrindiau i 
ddathlu Gwyl ein Nawdd Sant. 
 

Fel arfer roedd y bwyd traddodiadol Gwyl 
Ddewi   sef cawl cennin, bara brith a pice ar y 
maen, yn flasus iawn, wedi ei baratoi gyda 
dwylo medrus Mrs Lydia Williams a'r 
Chwiorydd. 
 

I ni'n gwerthfawrogi eu gwaith caled cyn ac yn 
ystod y noson 
 

Hefyd mae'n diolch ni'n fawr i Prifathro ac 
Athrawon Ysgol Gynradd y Pwll am ganiatau 
rhai o'r plant i'n difyrru  gyda chaneuon 
pwrpasol yr Wyl. 
 

Diolch o galon i bawb a ddaeth i'n cefnogi. 
Mae'n bwysig ein bod yn cydweithio, i gadw'n 
Cymreictod yn fyw. 
 
 

Sul Y Pasg 
 

Am 3.30 prynhawn Sul Ebrill 8fed , gwnaethom 
ddathlu Wyl Y Pasg.  Daeth nifer o aelodau a 
ffrindiau i ymuno a ni a chawsom gwasanaeth 
dymunol dros ben. 
 

Roedd sawl darlleniad o'r Beibl o Efengyl Ioan 
ac Eseia gyda plant yr Ysgol Sul----Ben, Lucy 
Maddy a Theo, yn gwneud eu gwaith yn dda, 
ac hefyd Ryan yn darllen adroddiad. 
 

Cawsom neges yr Wyl gan Mr David Webb, yn 
pwysleisio gwir ystyr y Pasg, adroddiad gan 
Mrs Mair Caines ac darlleniad ac adroddiad 
gan Miss Gwyneth Jones. 
 

Gwnaeth Mrs Lydia Williams ddarllen yr emyn 
olaf a gorffenwyd y gwasanaeth gyda'r Fendith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Borrow money from pessimists - they don't 
expect it back. 

STRADEY CASTLE 

I was brought up at 

Stradey as a child from 
the age of approximately 
two weeks apart from 
one year lived at 

Llandeilo and periodic disappearances to far-
flung educational establishments. Therefore I 
was brought up with a sense of Stradey as 
being the family home. My father had an 
interest in the history of the place, and as I 
grew older I began to realise that the story 
about the families who had created Stradey and 
had presided over its fortunes and declines for 
hundreds of years was not uniform or even 
entirely straightforward. 
 

One of the family friends was the late Major 
Francis Jones, a former county archivist for 
Carmarthenshire and Herald of Wales 
Extraordinary. Stradey to him was as attractive 
as a buttercup to a bee. He made frequent 
visits, which were always popular with the 
family, and he managed to extract and analyse 
vast amounts of information concerning not just 
my own family’s contributions to the Stradey 
story but the earlier history of the Estate before 
my family of Lewis became involved.  
 

Another historian to whom Stradey became of 
interest was Robert Craig (whom we as a family 
knew as Robin Craig). The work of Robin Craig 
and Francis Jones has been of great 
assistance to students of the history of not just 
this Estate but to many other families, 
businesses and estates around the Llanelli 
area. With particular reference to Stradey, 
however, Howard M Jones in his book “Llanelli 
Lives” acknowledges the value of the work of 
Francis Jones and Robin Craig as material for 
his interesting article on the Mansel Lewis 
family. 
 

Now that I have started to carry out heritage 
tours of the house and the gardens, I have 
naturally begun to do some more research 
about the historical perspective of Stradey. 
What I have discovered in the process is that 
the name of Mansel coupled with the family 
name of Lewis has served to obscure the 
earlier history of the Estate. Most of us who 
have an interest in history experience it most 
immediately through our own family story. The 

paradox about family history is that you have to 
start in the present and travel backwards into 
the past; whereas history as learned in school 
and college requires that you begin at the 
beginning (with apologies to Dylan Thomas) 
and work forwards. Some of us have the 
inclination and the energy to do both types of 
history, and learn to go in both directions. Most 
of us however are either too busy or too idle to 
hold these 2 elements of the paradox in 
tension. I am currently attempting to learn how 
to do this.  
 

What I have discovered is that Stradey was not 
always a Mansel foundation. Francis Jones 
writes in his “Historic Carmarthenshire Homes 
& Their Families” (1987) that between 1551 and 
1610 the Stradey area of land was owned by 
numerous individual farmers. In the early 
1600s, he tells us, the collection of farms 
became part of the estate of the Vaughan 
family of Derwydd. Thus it remained in the 
hands of a Welsh family, but on very different 
terms: owner-occupation gave rise at a stroke 
to a landlord and tenant relationship. Derwydd 
would have been probably a 4 hour journey 
from Stradey at that time. History has not so far 
yielded an explanation as to why it became 
attractive to the small farmers to sell and how 
the Vaughan family suddenly became able to 
afford the purchase of approximately 500 acres 
of land (and presumably buildings) more than 
15 miles away from their home estate.  
 

 
 
It was sometime during the middle of the 17th 
century that Mary Vaughan, daughter of Sir 
Henry Vaughan of Derwydd, married John 
Mansel, son of Sir Francis Mansel of 
Muddlescwm (should we understand that name 
to mean middle valley?).  
 

The Mansel family really impressed their stamp 
upon the Stradey Estate by the construction of 
the mansion house in what my family has 



always known as the wilderness, about 400 
yards to the south of our own house. 
Apparently in 1670 it contained 15 hearths, and 
it remained in the ownership of the Mansel 
family until Mary Anne Mansel died in 1808 
without issue and a widow.  
 

It is interesting to note that the Vaughan 
connection was recognised by the Mansel 
family until late into the 18th century. Mary Anne 
Mansel’s father was Sir Edward Vaughan 
Mansel. It was his extravagance and 
improvidence that led to his imprisonment in 
Fleet Prison for debt. My Great Great Great 
Grandfather Thomas Lewis, solicitor of 
Llandeilo,  was (according to the family story I 
learned as a boy) very generous in the way in 
which he helped out Edward Vaughan Mansel 
with his financial difficulties. It was, I was told, 
in recognition and appreciation of that 
generosity that Mary Anne Mansel gave the 
Stradey Estate to Thomas Lewis in her will.  
 

 
 
Thomas Lewis died in 1829, and spent the rest 
of his life at Llandeilo. His son David Lewis was 
born in 1797. It is most interesting to note the 
family’s almost immediate change in its 
perception of its status in Carmarthenshire 
society on inheritance of the Stradey Estate 
because Thomas Lewis sent his son to Eton 
(the first member of the family to go there) and 
then to Oxford (Brasenose College). David was 
called to the bar at Lincoln’s Inn in 1823. He 
began construction of the house in 1847. 
 

Stradey was quite big enough when David 
Lewis and his building team completed the 
construction of the new Stradey house in 1855. 
He must have enjoyed the benefit of his new 
house for approximately 20 years, for he died in 
1872. Hardly had he been laid to rest before his 
son and heir, my Great Grandfather Charles 
William Mansel Lewis, embarked on the 
construction of an extension to the house. In 
fact what my Great Grandfather wanted was a 

studio, because he was a very serious artist. 
He needed a large room with a skylight, and 
this meant that he had to construct a whole new 
wing which had a flat roof in order to take the 
skylight. Artistic or architectural considerations 
demanded that this should be built in a way 
which was sympathetic to and compatible with 
the original house. Therefore the essential 
demand of this young man (he was only 27 at 
the time) for an artist’s studio grew like Topsy 
and eventually included a billiard room (very 
fashionable at the time for those who could 
afford one), 2 bedrooms, an immense marble 
bath almost large enough for a football team 
and a turret at the very top of the tower. This 
edifice was completed in 1874.  
 

Three years ago the insurance company sent a 
surveyor to look over the house. He told me 
that he was fairly satisfied with what he saw, 
but the house would have to be re-wired. He 
would allow 10 months to complete the job. We 
began the re-wiring in February 2010 and I 
believe that we are about 2/3 of the way 
through.  
 

One of the enduring memories of my childhood 
and youth in living at Stradey is the sight of 
buckets and bowls distributed strategically 
around the staircase in the hall. These became 
necessary because in times of heavy rainfall 
the lead which protected the lantern (as 
architects refer to it) above the staircase began 
to fail.  
 

When I took over management of the house in 
2009 I consulted an architect for assistance. 
After he had made numerous inspections of the 
house and prepared a most impressive set of 
plans he told me that we would have to replace 
all the lead work in the roof above the hall and 
would have to replace all the asphalt on the flat 
roofs of the 1874 extension and on all the 
balconies. After the news about the re-wiring, 
this was the proverbial double whammy.  
 

Following multiple crashes in the American 
property market and mortgage lenders, almost 
every kind of income in this country has been 
reduced. As we have not been exempt from this 
common experience it has become necessary 
for us to find ways of raising additional income 
to contribute towards the costs of running and 
maintaining Stradey. We have begun to make 
the house available as a location for wedding 

photographs. This is proving very popular and it 
is a great delight to see the enjoyment with 
which young couples and their families have 
taken up the opportunity.  
 

The other event which we have begun is to 
conduct heritage tours around the greater part 
of the house on the 1st Sunday of each month 
and every Tuesday, between the beginning of 
April and the end of October. Each tour begins 
at 2.30pm. This is something which has always 
happened from time to time, but my wife Claire 
and I have decided to make this a regular 
feature of the household. These tours are 
enjoyable for everyone. Some people 
appreciate the architecture, others are 
especially interested in the art collection (which 
is very closely involved with my Great 
Grandfather himself and his artist friends, so it 
is a very personal and somewhat indigenous 
collection); and still others are interested in the 
family story. The tours last for approximately 1 
hour and include an opportunity to enjoy a walk 
around the gardens and a cup of tea and bara 
brith, welshcakes etc. 
 
Photo credits: Peter Owen Jones | Pure Creations | Claire Mansel 
Lewis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the moment there is no brochure or booklet 
which I can hand to visitors before they leave. 
However, I hope that before very long that will 
be something for visitors to take away with 
them. 
 

The house has some features that are similar to 
those at Margam Abbey (the same architect 
was involved in some of the construction at 
both houses) and with a National Trust property 
near Bristol called Tyntesfield. However well 
intentioned, competent and dedicated to their 
task organisations such as the National Trust 
may be (and I for one appreciate the work 
which they do) all they can really do is to 
preserve buildings and furniture for the nation. 
Almost by definition, the families themselves 
have left. However, in the words of Dafydd 
Iwan’s song “Ry’n ni yma o hyd” and so long as 
we continue to maintain a family presence at 
Stradey we will endeavour to maintain not just 
the house but the household as well.  
 

Patrick Mansel Lewis, Stradey Castle, 
Llanelli, SA15 4PL. 
 

Website: www.stradeycastle.com 
Email: info@stradeycastle.com 
Tel: 01554-774626 
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If you have any old photographs that you would like to see published in this 
magazine please send them to us. We will photocopy them and return the original 
to you. 
 
If possible please write your name and address on the reverse of the picture (in 
pencil) or use a ‘Post-It Note’ so that we know where to send the photo back to 

CAPEL 
LIBANUS 
CHAPEL 

Oedfaon y 

Sul am 10 o'r 
gloch y bore ag 
Ysgol Sul y 
plant yn ystod 

yr Oedfa.  Un Oedfa Gymun y mis a'r Suliau yn 
amrywio. 
 

Cofiwn am ein haelodau sy'n methu dod  i 
oedfaon oherwydd afiechyd a gwahanol 
amgylchiadau, cofiwn amdanoch yn gyson yn 
enwedig o amgylch Bwrdd y Cymun.  Bydd 
Oedfa Gymun yn y prynhawn ar Sul, 17 
Mehefin ac hefyd prynhawn Sul, 19 Awst eleni.  
Y ddwy oedfa am 2 o'r gloch ac o dan 
arweiniad Y Parchedig Alun Jones.  Bydd 
cwpaned o de a theisen yn dilyn a chyfle i chwi 
gwrdd a ffrindiau nad ydych wedi eu gweld am 
beth amser.  Byddwn yn falch iawn o'ch gweld 
a gallwn drefnu bod rhywun yn ein cludo os 
ydych yn dymuno.  Cysylltwch a'r diaconiaid 
neu unrhyw aelod. 
 

Y Gymdeithas Ddiwylliadol.  Y cyfarfodydd 
wedi ail-ddechrau.  Gobeithio cawn y cyfle i 
fynd  i weld drama gerdd Gymraeg yn Y Lyric 
gyda'n gilydd.   Mae croeso cynnes i bawb 
ymuno, dewch i gael blas a mwynhau 
nosweithiau amrywiol cyn i'r tymor hwn orffen. 
 

Yr Ysgol Sul.  Rydym yn elwa o gwmni'r plant 
bron bob Sul.  Maent yn paratoi ar gyfer oedfa 
arbennig ar hyn o bryd.  Diolch yn fawr i 
Cathryn ag athrawon y festri am eu 
hymroddiad. 
 

Romanian Aid Foundation (South Wales)  
Diolch yw'r testun eto.  Mae'r dillad a'r 
tegannau ddaeth I law wedi gadael diwedd 
Ebrill ac fe fydd casgliad arall canol Mehefin.  
Gobeithio bydd yr haf wedi cyrraedd I chwi 
ddadlwytho eich dillad gaeaf.  Diolch o galon 
am bob cefnogaeth.  Gallwn dderbyn dillad  
oedolion a phlant ac esgidiau, beiciau, 
tegannau, dillad gwely ac yyb gydol y flwyddyn.  
Cysylltwch ag Ann, Beti neu Barbara. 
 

Cymorth Cristnogol Mae Pwyllgor y Pwll yn 
cwrdd yn y Festri ac Wythnos Cymorth 
Cristnogol wedi mynd heibio herbyn hyn.  
Theme eleni oedd Sierra Leone a'r gobaith sy'n 

dod i'r trigolion trwy Gymorth Christnogol trwy 
eich cefnogaeth a'ch cyfraniadau.  Roedd yr 
oedfa eleni ym Methlehem ar nos Fawrth, 15 
Mai 2012, ac aelodau Bethlehem, Eglwys y 
Drindod a Libanus yn cymryd rhan.  Diolch i 
bawb gymerodd ran ac am gefnogi stondin 
Masnach Deg. 
 
 

CYMORTH 
CHRISTNOGOL / 
CHRISTIAN AID. 

 

The United Service for Christian Aid Week 

was held in Bethlehem Chapel this year on 
Tuesday 15th May, 2012.  Members of 
Bethlehem, Holy Trinity and Libanus took part 
on the theme of Sierra Leone.  Because of your 
support Christian Aid are able to work with a 
Community in Gbap (pronounced Bap) making 
sure that the right resources reach the right 
people.  Although around half of Sierra Leone's 
population depends on agriculture for its 
livelihood, fewer than five per cent of 
households have the tools or equipment 
necessary to improve their harvest, restricting 
the vast majority to small scale subsistence 
farming and regular food shortages.  The 
primary aim is to reduce malnutrition and 
hunger.  In giving people the tools to work 
together as a group, Christian Aid's partner the 
Methodist Church of Sierra Leone (MCSL) has 
also given them a unified voice and a channel 
for discussing problems and other issues.  With 
a new government-funded school building 
complete, and plans underway for an 
agricultural work centre, it is clear the Gbap 
residents are beginning to be heard. 
 

The way we lead our own lives can have a 
tangible impact in the fight to end poverty.  
Despite the economic situation we find 
ourselves in and shortage of work/loss of jobs 
in this country, by 'doing the right thing' we 
show we have a commitment to a sustainable 
lifestyle that places a high value on helping 
others.  Thank you for your continued financial 
support and to the collectors for their tireless 
efforts.  If you would like to help the contact 
numbers are 01554 772441 or 01554 758023 
 
 



ROMANIAN AID 
FOUNDATION 
(SOUTH WALES) 
 

Thank you for the 

amazing response once 
again.  A lorry left at the 

end of April taking toys, clothes, bicycles and 
food parcels, together with bedding and other 
necessities.    We can accept all of these on a 
regular basis together with sewing and knitting 
materials as well as knitted and crochet items 
and  medical supplies.  We now have 
warehouse facilities in the Swansea Area and 
boxes can be packed in readiness for the next 
lorry.  Any goods we are offered but cannot 
send are sold in car-boot sales to raise money 
for diesel for transporting the goods, all the 
drivers are volunteers and pay their own fares.  
We hope to arrange a clothes and shoes 
collection in the middle of June so that if 
summer has arrived you will be able to “down-
load” your winter clothes. Thank you for your 
continued support.       Please contact us on 
01554 810640, 01554 758023 or 10554 
759771. 

 

 
GRANT AWARD TO THE BÔNAU 

CABBAGE PATCH 

The Bônau Cabbage Patch has recently been 

awarded a grant of £2000 from Llanelli Rural 
Council to help towards the printing and 
distribution costs of this magazine. The grant 
was awarded under The Community 
Development Grant program of the council and 
was awarded at a recent meeting of the 
Community Development Grant Panel. 
 

We would like to thank Llanelli Rural Council 
and the Community Development Grant Panel 
for their very kind and considerate donation. 
The grant has secured the future of the 
magazine for a little while longer. 
 

 
 
 
 

YR WYDDFA 

Yr Wyddfa yw mynydd 

uchaf Cymru yn sefyll 
1,085 metr mewn 
uchder. Mae rhai yn 
awgrymu fod Yr 

Wyddfa yn un o'r delweddau pwysicaf wrth 
gynrychioli Cymru fel gwlad. Dyma'r mynydd 
mwyaf poblogaidd ymysg cerddwyr drwy Gymru 
a Lloegr ac mae'r ffaith yma yn ganolog i sut 
mae Parc Cenedlaethol Eryri a chyrff eraill yn 
gofalu am y mynydd unigryw yma. 
 
Cyrraedd y Copa 
Mae pobl wedi bod yn dod i ddringo'r copa ers 
canoedd o flynyddoedd ac heddiw mae oddeutu 
500,000 o bobl yn cyrraedd y copa bob 
blwyddyn. Mae 6 llwybr troed poblogaidd yn 
arwain cerddwyr i'r copa ac i'r rhai sydd ddim 
awydd cerdded mae Rheilffordd yr Wyddfa yn 
cludo ymwelwyr i'r copa. Mae'r tren yn cychwyn 
o Lanberis ac yn cymryd rhyw awr i gyrraedd y 
copa. 
 

© 2010 Snowdonia National Park Authority 

 
 

BONCATH HOUSE ? 
 

Family history is becoming more and more 

popular and relatives of Violet, Margaretta and 
Edith, believed to have all been born in the 
village are trying to locate the whereabouts of 
the family home Boncath House. 
 

If anybody has any information or knew the 
location of the house please call Stuart Messer 
on 01554 – 755665 and I will pass the 
information on to the family. 
 
 

 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

Po Po the pit viper has taken up one of his 

owner’s habits….he’s addicted to cigarettes! 
 
 
 

 

A problem is never as permanent as a 
solution. 

THE MIDDLE 
STUMP 

The Middle Stump 

is one of the fastest 
growing cricket 
blogs around, and 
is the brainchild of 
two local cricketers 

who play in the Hertfordshire Cricket League. 
Daniel Whiting, of Hertford, and Liam Kenna, of 
Welwyn (formerly of Maes-yr-Haf) are shocked 
and pleasantly surprised at the response they 
have had within the first month of the blog 
being live. With 5000 views in the first month 
and a growing following on Twitter already, they 
have already been talked about by senior 
figures in the game, such as respected Sunday 
Telegraph cricket journalist Steve James, and 
ex International, Mark Butcher.  
 

We wanted to write something a bit different to 
the usual cricketing blogs out there, they 
explained. Our blog is aimed at lad culture 
within cricket, interviews with people connected 
with the game but with the odd serious piece 
about the sport as well. We like to describe it as 
being the doosra of blogs!  We interviewed ex 
England wicket keeper Paul Nixon, then 
Glamorgan’s Gareth Rees and things started to 
take off for us. Soon we had Tom Maynard, 
who looks like he will get in the England team 
shortly, ask US to do a Q and A, and the site 
went mad. The professionals seem to like it, 
and they enjoy winding each other up via The 
Middle Stump. They then use Twitter to 
promote it, the banter flows and our hits on the 
site go through the roof! We’ve had people 
contact us from all around the world, and whilst 
the UK provides the bulk of our readership, we 
have a burgeoning fan base in India and 
Australia. 
 

They have plenty of new material in the 
pipeline, with interviews with a Middlesex 
player, one from Kent, and even a prominent 
cricket loving MP, as well as the usual day to 
day stories that occur. However, it is not just 
about International or the County game, and 
having played for years in the Hertfordshire 
League, club cricket and the grass roots are 
just as important to them. They believe that 
cricket is one of the best games in the world, 
and the enjoyment that people get out of the 

game, mean that lifelong friendships are forged 
through the game, and advise parents to 
contact their local club and get their kids 
involved. The Hertfordshire League is a great 
place to play cricket, and two of the current 
England side, Steven Finn and Monty Panesar 
were both products of the league, they said 
proudly. 
 

It is still early days for the Middle Stump, but 
you can guarantee that there will be laughs, 
jokes, banter and humour throughout the 
forthcoming cricket season. 
 

Go to www.themiddlestump.com or follow them 
on Twitter @Themiddlestump 
 
 

WHY THE NAME 
JAMES BOND? 

There have been a 

number of theories on 
where Ian Fleming got 
the name “James Bond” 
for his creation. Some 
think he named the 
character after Sir 

Thomas Bond, an English landowner in the 
15th century. Indeed, in the books Bond 
himself once remarks that he is possibly 
related to the Knight. However, Fleming 
revealed shortly before his death a more 
mundane origin for the legendary name. In 
1952, on Fleming’s estate in Jamaica, the 
author was trying to find a name for his 
character that sounded “mundane as 
possible” so he took the name from a 
birdwatching guide he happened to have on 
hand, naming the character after American 
Ornithologist Dr. James Bond. If not for Ian 
Fleming’s love of birdwatching, who knows 
what Bond would be called today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The world is full of willing people: 
some willing to work and some willing 

to let them. 



WHAT’S IN A 
COLOUR? 

 

Colours often 

have different 
meanings in various cultures. And even in 
Western societies, the meanings of various 
colours have changed over the years. But today 
in the U.K., researchers have generally found 
the following to be accurate. 
 
Black - is the colour of authority and power. It 
is popular in fashion because it makes people 
appear thinner. It is also stylish and timeless. 
Black also implies submission. Priests wear 
black to signify submission to God. Some 
fashion experts say a woman wearing black 
implies submission to men. Black outfits can 
also be overpowering, or make the wearer 
seem aloof or evil. Villains often wear black. 
 

White - Brides wear white to symbolize 
innocence and purity. White reflects light and is 
considered a summer colour. White is popular 
in decorating and in fashion because it is light, 
neutral, and goes with everything. However, 
white shows dirt and is therefore more difficult 
to keep clean than other colours. Doctors and 
nurses wear white to imply sterility. 
 

Red - The most emotionally intense colour, red 
stimulates a faster heartbeat and breathing. It is 
also the colour of love. Red clothing gets 
noticed and makes the wearer appear heavier. 
Since it is an extreme colour, red clothing might 
not help people in negotiations or 
confrontations. Red cars are popular targets for 
thieves. In decorating, red is usually used as an 
accent. Decorators say that red furniture should 
be perfect since it will attract attention. The 
most romantic colour, pink, is more 
tranquillising. Sports teams sometimes paint 
the locker rooms used by opposing teams 
bright pink so their opponents will lose energy. 
 

Blue - The colour of the sky and the ocean, 
blue is one of the most popular colours. It 
causes the opposite reaction as red. Peaceful, 
tranquil blue causes the body to produce 
calming chemicals, so it is often used in 
bedrooms. Blue can also be cold and 
depressing. Fashion consultants recommend 

wearing blue to job interviews because it 
symbolizes loyalty. People are more productive 
in blue rooms. Studies show weightlifters are 
able to handle heavier weights in blue gyms. 
 
Green - Currently the most popular decorating 
colour, green symbolizes nature. It is the 
easiest colour on the eye and can improve 
vision. It is a calming, refreshing colour. People 
waiting to appear on TV sit in "green rooms" to 
relax. Hospitals often use green because it 
relaxes patients. Brides in the Middle Ages 
wore green to symbolize fertility. Dark green is 
masculine, conservative, and implies wealth.  
 
Yellow - Cheerful sunny yellow is an attention 
getter. While it is considered an optimistic 
colour, people lose their tempers more often in 
yellow rooms, and babies will cry more. It is the 
most difficult colour for the eye to take in, so it 
can be overpowering if overused. Yellow 
enhances concentration, hence its use for legal 
pads. It also speeds metabolism.  
 
Purple - The colour of royalty, purple connotes 
luxury, wealth, and sophistication. It is also 
feminine and romantic. However, because it is 
rare in nature, purple can appear artificial. 
 

Brown - Solid, reliable brown is the colour of 
earth and is abundant in nature. Light brown 
implies genuineness while dark brown is similar 
to wood or leather. Brown can also be sad and 
wistful. Men are more apt to say brown is one 
of their favourite colours. 
 
Food for Thought - While blue is one of the 
most popular colours it is one of the least 
appetizing. Blue food is rare in nature. Food 
researchers say that when humans searched 
for food, they learned to avoid toxic or spoiled 
objects, which were often blue, black, or purple. 
When food dyed blue is served to study 
subjects, they lose appetite. Green, brown, and 
red are the most popular food colours. Red is 
often used in restaurant decorating schemes 
because it is an appetite stimulant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAC THOMAS 
 

(The following is an extract as 
printed in the 1947 British 
Industries Fair Catalogue). 
 
 

 
 

Hubert A. C. Thomas and Co 
of Copperworks Road, Llanelly, 

Carmarthenshire, Wales.  
Telephone: Llanelly 376 

 
Manufacturers of "Hactoplast" and "Staytight" 
Surgical Dressings, "Thomas's" Chest and 
Lung Mixture, "Koolyew" Custard Powder, 
"Hactos" Aspirin Tablets, Brilliantines and Hair 
Preparations, Packed Pharmaceuticals and 
Druggists' Sundries. Flavouring Essences.  
 

(Olympia, Ground Floor, Stand No. A.1307) 
 

 
KNOW YOUR 

RIGHTS  
– SECTION 75 

There's a secret phrase 

that turns any credit card into a financial self-
defence superhero. "Section 75" laws means 
your plastic must protect anything you buy over 
£100 for free, so if there's a problem or the 
company goes bust you can still get your 
money back. 
 

It's a vital law that was made in the seventies 
that means your credit card company must take 
responsibility if things go wrong in a purchase. 
In a nutshell...  
 

Pay for something costing between £100 and 
£30,000 on a credit card and the card issuer's 
equally liable if something goes wrong. 
 

This isn't the credit card company being nice, 
it's a legal protection put in place so that you're 
never in the position of paying debt for 
something you didn't receive or wasn't as it 
should've been. Whether it's a flight, kitchen, 
computer or anything else, pay on the card and 
the card company's responsible too. 

 

(Source: Moneysavingexpert.com) 

 
 

PWLL DAFFODILS 

In 2005 the pupils 

of Pwll School and 
The Pwll Action 
Committee planted 
hundreds of daffodil 

bulbs in the grass verge at Tyrwaun. 
 

The daffodils gave a very impressive picture in 
springtime until quite recently when a new 
electricity cable had to be laid underneath 
them!  
 

We contacted the contractors – Balfour Beatty - 
about the ruination of our daffodil garden and 
they were horrified when they realised what had 
happened. 
 

They immediately set out to correct the damage 
by sending a representative down from Cardiff 
to see the area and meet the Committee. 
 

The representative – Mrs Ellis - was more than 
happy to correct the situation and immediately 
agreed to re-grass the area and reinstate the 
daffodil bulbs. She even hinted that they might 
go a little further and provide additional 
colourful plants.  
 

So, although we have lost the daffodils for this 
year they will be replanted and hopefully next 
spring we will have a bright and colourful flower 
garden once again in Tyrwaun. 
 

Thank you Balfour Beatty for your promptness 
and consideration in rectifying this concern. 
Your action is very much appreciated by the 
residents of Pwll. 
 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

It takes glass one million years to decompose, 

which means it never wears out and can be 
recycled an infinite amount of times! 

 

The only continent with no active volcanoes is 

Australia. 
 

The Grand Canyon can hold around 900 

trillion footballs. (Who works these things out?) 

 

 



SALT 
 

Just a pinch of it and 

it’s worth it. We’re 
talking salt here. Used 
throughout human 
history, mentioned often 

in the Bible, ubiquitous and cheap. Mined from 
salt rocks and extracted from sea water, salt 
is… well, the “salt of the earth.” You can’t live 
without it healthily. At the same time, you can’t 
live healthily with too much of it. 
 
 

DAI'S 
TREASURE 

Dai had been 

diving off of Pwll 
Beach for days 
looking for sunken 

treasure, but had had no luck. One day, while 
wading back onto the beach, he tripped over a 
chest filled with diamonds, rubies, and 
emeralds! Dai was heard to say as he carried 
the chest away, "Well it just goes to show you 
that booty is only shin deep!" 
 
 

DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A CAT 

AND A DOG 

A dog thinks: Hey, 

these people I live with 
feed me, love me, provide 

me with a nice warm, dry house, pet me, and 
take good care of me... They must be Gods!  
 

A cat thinks: Hey, these people I live with feed 
me, love me, provide me with a nice warm, dry 
house, pet me, and take good care of me... I 
must be a God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

WORDS 
SHAKESPEARE 

INVENTED 
 

In all of his work - the 

plays, the sonnets and the 
narrative poems - 

Shakespeare uses 17,677 words. Of those 
words, Shakespeare invented an incredible 
1,700 of them. The following is some of those 
words that Shakespeare introduced into our 
daily usage. 
 

Accommodation / aerial / amazement / 
apostrophe / assassination / auspicious / 
baseless / bloody / bump / castigate / changeful 
/ clanger / control / countless / courtship / critic / 
critical / dexterously / dishearten / dislocate / 
dwindle / eventful / exposure / fitful / frugal / 
generous / gloomy / gnarled / hurry / impartial / 
inauspicious / indistinguishable / invulnerable / 
lapse / laughable / lonely / majestic / misplaced 
/ monumental / multitudinous / obscene / palmy 
/ perusal / pious / premeditated / radiance / 
reliance / road / sanctimonious / seamy / 
sportive / submerge / suspicious. 
 
 
 

BÔNAU 
CABBAGE 
PATCH 
ANNUAL 
RAFFLE 

 

To help with the costs or printing and 

distributing this magazine we are again 
holding our annual mid-summer raffle. The 
money we have raised in previous raffles 
covers the cost of publishing one edition. 
The other three editions are funded by our 
sponsors (the advertisers), public donations 
and grant funding from Llanelli Rural 
Council. We are extremely grateful for the 
help and contribution we receive from these 
sources to help to keep this magazine alive. 
We need your help to keep the magazine 
afloat. Please buy as many raffle tickets 
as possible. 

 

A man can't be too careful in the 
choice of his enemies. 

OLDEST PUBLIC 
RAILWAY 
 

It is claimed that the 

Llanelly and Mynydd 
Mawr Railway is the oldest public railway in 
Britain.  
 

A quote from an Oakwood Press publication 
written by the Reverend Martin Connop Price 
entitled 'The Llanelly and Mynydd Mawr 
Railway' seems to back this claim up: 
 

'Construction proceeded apace, and in May 
1803, the line was open for traffic from the 
ironworks at Cwmddyche down to the sea, a 
distance of one and a half miles. This short 
length of line thereby can claim to be the first 
public railway in use in Britain, because the 
better known Surrey Iron Railway, 
engineered by William Jessop, was not 
ready for traffic until July 1803. By that 
month it was reported that the first five miles 
of the Llanelly and Mynydd Mawr Railway, 
together with certain branches, were already 
in use.' 

 
 
 

St SWITHINS DAY 

St. Swithin's Day is 15 July, a day on which 

people watch the weather for tradition says 
that whatever the weather is like on St. 
Swithin's Day, it will continue so for the next 
forty days. 

'St. Swithin's day if thou dost rain  
For forty days it will remain  

St. Swithin's day if thou be fair  
For forty days 'twill rain nae mair.' 

 
 
 
 
 

RACHEL ROBERTS 

Rachel Roberts (1927-

1980) was born in Llanelli 
and was noted for her 
fervour and passion. 

Roberts is best remembered for her forthright 
screen performances in two key films of the 
1960s, Saturday Night and Sunday Morning 
and This Sporting Life. In both she played 
the older mistress of the central male 
character. She also appeared in Picnic at 
Hanging Rock. 
 

After a very strict Baptist upbringing (against 
which she rebelled), followed by study at the 
University of Wales and the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art, she began working with a 
repertory company in Swansea in 1950. She 
made her film debut in the Welsh comedy 
Valley of Song (1953). 
 

In theatre, she performed at the Royal Court 
and played the title role as the life-enhancing 
tart in Lionel Bart's musical Maggie May 
(1964). In films, she continued to play 
women with lusty appetites as in Lindsay 
Anderson's O Lucky Man! (1973), although 
the haunting Australian-made Picnic at 
Hanging Rock (1975), directed by Peter 
Weir, provided her with a different kind of 
role, as the authoritarian head teacher of a 
Victorian girls' school. 
 

Her final British film was Yanks (1979), 
directed by John Schlesinger, for which she 
received a Supporting Actress BAFTA. 
 

She married firstly Alan Dobie (1955–1961), 
then Rex Harrison (1962–1971). Both 
marriages ended in divorce. Her alcoholism 
and depression increased after her divorce 
from Harrison. Devastated over their divorce, 
she moved to Hollywood in 1975 and tried to 
forget the relationship. In 1980, a final 
attempt to win Harrison back proved futile; 
and, impulsive and insecure, she committed 
suicide by taking an overdose of barbiturates 
and alcohol on 26 November 1980, at her 
home in Los Angeles. 
 
 

You do not need a parachute to 
skydive. You only need a parachute 

to skydive twice. 



OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES 
 
(A teacher gave each child in her class the first half of a 
proverb and asked them to come up with the remainder of 
the proverb. It's hard to believe these were actually done 
by first graders, but there are some good ones. 
Nonetheless, their insight may surprise you). 
 

Better to be safe than punch a 5th grader. 
 

Strike while the bug is close. 
 

It's always darkest before Daylight Saving 
Time. 
 

Never underestimate the power of termites. 
 

You can lead a horse to water but how? 
 

Don't bite the hand that looks dirty. 
 

No news is impossible. 
 

A miss is as good as a mister. 
 

You can't teach an old dog new maths. 
 

If you lie down with dogs, you'll stink in the 
morning. 
 

Love all, trust me. 
 

The pen is mightier than the pig. 
 

An idle mind is the best way to relax. 
 

Where there's smoke there's pollution. 
 

Happy the bride who gets all the presents. 
 

A penny saved is not much. 
 

Two's company, three's the Musketeers. 
 

Don't put off till tomorrow what you put on to 
go to bed. 
 

Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, 
cry and you have to blow your nose. 
 

There are none so blind as Stevie Wonder. 
 

Children should be seen and not spanked 
and grounded. 
 
If at first you don't succeed get new 
batteries. 
 

You get out of something only what you see 
in the picture on the box. 
 

When the blind leadeth the blind get out of 
the way. 

DON’T QUIT 
 

When things go wrong, as 

they sometimes will, 
When the road you're trudging 

seems all uphill, 
When funds are low and debts are high; 
And instead of a smile you have a sigh. 
When care is pressing you down a bit, 

Rest in God’s love – and never quit. 
Life can be strange with its twists and turns, 

And many a failed man has turned away. 
When with God’s help he’d have won the day. 

 
Don’t give up though the pace is slow - 
For you may succeed with another go - 

Success is failure turned inside out, 
The silver glint in the cloud of doubt, 

You may never tell how close you are, 
That goal may be near when it seems so far, 
So turn to the Lord when you’re hardest hit. 

Put your trust in Him and never quit. 

 
(Author Unknown) 

 
 
 

THE GOLF SHOT 

A golfer stood over his tee shot 

for what seemed an eternity. 
Looking up, looking down, 
measuring the distance, figuring 
the wind direction and speed. 
Finally his exasperated partner 

says, 'What's taking so long? Hit the blasted 
ball!' 
 

The guy answers, 'My wife is up there 
watching me from the clubhouse. I want to 
make this a perfect shot.' 
 

'Forget it, man, you'll never hit her from 
here!' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If I worked as much as others, I would 
do as little as they. 

 
HOLY TRINITY 

CHURCH 
As I sit to put pen to 

paper, or more 
accurately as I begin 

to enter words into my computer whilst sat at 
the desk of my study early on an April 
morning, I am bathed in sunlight streaming in 
through the window, reminding me, 
hopefully, of the summer months to come. 
This summer will see an unprecedented time 
of celebrations for our nation, not only will we 
be celebrating our sovereign’s Diamond 
Jubilee, but we will also be celebrating the 
hosting of the 2012 Olympic Games. It will 
be a time of parties, of holidays and of lining 
the streets, to see the Olympic Flame being 
carried aloft through them. But I wonder 
whether in the midst of all the celebrations, 
that we will have time to take stock of what it 
is that we are celebrating and perhaps ask 
ourselves whether we are truly celebrating 
what those events stand for, that which is at 
the core of them, or whether it is just an 
occasion to have an extra days holiday, an 
excuse for a party and for spending hours 
sitting in front of a television screen watching 
incredibly fit athletes compete against each 
other, whilst keeping a watchful eye on how 
many gold medals our particular athletes are 
winning. 
 

As we gather together to celebrate sixty 
years of our Queens rule in June, many will 
be able to look back to that day in 1952, 
when a young woman took on the mantle of 
sovereign, not because she chose to, not 
like being appointed to a job that she had 
applied for, but a vocation that she inherited 
due to the early death of her father. We will 
have heard her promise to her subjects to 
serve them to the best of her ability, with the 
help of God, a promise which she has 
steadfastly adhered too, through good times 
and bad, throughout her reign. She came to 
the throne at a time when austerity was rife. 

As a nation, we were in the throes of 
rebuilding a society after the Second World 
War, much of our cities and towns still lay in 
ruins, but there was an immense feeling of 
hope that out of the devastation would arise 
a new society which would be far better than 
the one it was to replace. I wonder whether 
that is the case, certainly, there is no 
denying that over the last sixty years that we 
have probably seen more change in our 
society than that of any previous monarch. 
We have certainly enjoyed relative stability in 
our government, we may have seen different 
political parties in power, arguing for slightly 
differing taxation and expenditure policies, 
but we still enjoy a society in which we are 
free to express ourselves without fear of 
oppression, indeed a society in which the 
rights of the individual are paramount. But, 
as we now begin to pay the price for it, that 
dream of a better society, became a dream 
of a materialistic society, a consumerist 
driven society in which happiness equated to 
possessions and wealth. A perspective that 
is reflected in the preparations for the 
forthcoming Olympics, Games that were 
conceived of as an opportunity to encourage 
amateur athletic prowess and competition on 
a united global sense, has now become a 
multi-million pound business, of a highly 
professional nature, where only those who 
can be supported and sponsored in some 
way, can possibly hope to compete on 
anything like an even footing.   
  

I wonder, as we look forward to the next sixty 
years, what will we have learnt from the past, 
will we accept that we can only have those 
things which we can afford, both as 
individuals and as a nation? Will the 
Christian values on which our nation based 
the majority of its laws pervade, those values 
that are not all about me, but that encourage 
us to love our neighbour as ourselves, to put 
others well being at least equal with, if not 
before our own desires, to be prepared to 
give up some of our so called free-time, to 
serve others. Will we re-discover that sense 
of unity of purpose, that we are all in it 
together, and that a society in which some 
have so much that they hardly know what to 



do with it, whilst others barely have enough to 
live on, is not the road to a better society, but 
nearer the road to ruin? Unlike my hopes that 
the ray of sunshine streaming through the 
window of my study would be the fore runner of 
a sunny summer to come, something over 
which we have no control, we do have the 
ability to have influence over the way in which 
we live our lives, to determine how we spend a 
good proportion of our time and our money. So, 
perhaps amid the celebrations of this summer, 
we will be able to take some time to reflect on 
the words of our Lord in Mathews Gospel: “Do 
not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moths and vermin destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths 
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Michael - Priest in Charge of the Parish of 
Burry Port and Pwll. 
 

 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

In 2009, insurance firm Swiftcover was 

rubuked by the ASA for an advert featuring 
rocker Iggy Pop,in which he said: "I got it 
Swiftcovered. I got insurance on my insurance." 
The watchdog upheld a complaint after it was 
pointed out that Swiftcover refuses to cover 
people who work in the entertainment industry. 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

 
Your brain uses between 20 - 25% of the 
oxygen your breathe. 
 

Camel's milk doesn't curdle. 
 

The Australian aircraft carrier QANTAS stands 
for Queensland And Northern Territories Aerial 
Service. 
 

Jamaica has 120 rivers. 
 

There is no butter in buttermilk. 
 
 

LEFT OR RIGHT 
HAND  TRAVEL 
 

Before the advent 

of the motorcar everybody traveled on the left 
side of the road because most persons are 
right-handed, the side on which they would 
draw their sword. If you passed a stranger that 
walked in the same direction, you pass on the 
left to ensure that your sword arm was between 
you. This is actually strange because the 
natural tendency for people is to keep to the 
right. 
 

Revolutionary France overturned the practice of 
traveling on the left as part of its social rethink 
even though traveling on either side was 
practiced there. Napoleon carried the change of 
traveling only on the right throughout Europe.  
 

The USA, anxious to cast off remaining links 
with its British colonial past, also opted for 
traveling on the right, passing the first of such 
laws in 1792 in Pennsylvania. 

 
 
 

ANSWER TO 
YOUR DIETING 

PROBLEMS 

Dieters struggle to 

lose weight because a 
lack of nutrition forces 
their brain cells to eat 

themselves, making the feeling of hunger even 
stronger, scientists claim. 
 

Like other parts of the body, brain cells begin to 
eat themselves as a last-ditch source of energy 
to ward off starvation. 
 

The body responds by producing fatty acids, 
which turn up the hunger signal in the brain and 
increase our impulse to eat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Money isn't everything....there's credit 
cards, money orders, and travellers 

cheques. 

MOST INTERESTING ROADS AND 
STREETS 

 

The shortest street in 

the world is Ebenezer 
Place in Wick, Scotland 
and is only 2.06m long. It 
is situated in front of the 

entrance to the Bistro of Mackay’s Hotel. The 
street was constructed in 1883 and is recorded 
as the world’s shortest street by Guinness Book 
of Records. 
 
Narrowest street in the world is 
Spreuerhofstraße, Reutlingen, Baden-
Württemberg, Germany, and is known as the 
narrowest street in the world because the street 
is only 12 cm wide. The street itself was built in 
1727 and it is officially listed in the Land-
Registry Office since that year as City Street 
Number 77. 
 

Steepest Street in the 
world (Baldwin Street – 
New Zealand) is 3.5 
kilometers northeast of 
Dunedin’s city, New 
Zealand. The length is 

only 350 meters and it is enough to make it to 
be known as the steepest street in our planet. 
The upper reaches is made of concrete instead 
of Asphalt. For every 2.86 meters length 
horizontally, the elevation rises 1 meter higher. 
 
Longest National Highway in the world 
(Highway 1 – Australia) with a total length of 
14,500 km (9,000 miles). The highway is 
recorded as the longest national highway in the 
world and it is longer than Trans-Siberian 
Highway (around 11,000 km) and the Trans-
Canada Highway (8,030 km). 
 

Widest Street in the 
world (9 de Julio – 
Buenos Aires) – named 
to celebrate the victory 
of the country on July 9, 
1816. It is 9 lanes wide 

and the street is embellished with huge Obelisk 
on the centre of the street. There are 2 traffic 
lights on every intersection.  

Longest Street in the world (Yonge St – 
Ontario, Canada) is 1,178 miles (1,896 km) 
long and it was listed in the Guinness Book of 
World records as the longer street on earth 
before Pan-America Highway opened for the 
public. The Pan American Highway, which 
starts in Alaska and goes to the most southern 
part of South America, is 29800 miles long but 
is regarded as a network of joined roads. Also, 
because of the Darién Gap, it is also not 
possible to cross from South America to Central 
America by traditional motor vehicle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

The lower house of Russia's parliament 

approved legislation in February last year to 
classify beer, for the very first time, as an 
alcoholic beverage. Traditionally, because of 
the dominance of the vodka industry, beer has 
been regarded as a soft drink. 
 

Everyone washes hair, but those who want a 

license to apply shampoo in Texas need 150 
hours of training, with 100 hours in "theory and 
practice of shampooing," including a study of 
"neck anatomy." 
 

Managers at two factories in China that make 

parts for Apple devices are requiring workers to 
sign pledges . . that they won't kill themselves. 
At least 14 people in the last 16 months have 
(while working on Apple stuff) taken The Only 
Way Out, and numerous others have tried to do 
that but failed. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

I always take life with a grain of salt. 
Plus a slice of lemon, and a shot of 

tequila. 

A boiled egg is hard to beat. 



SLAVERY 

Throughout history some 

200 million people were 
enslaved. For more than 
1000 years, Arab traders 

transported small groups of African slaves - 
the first record of a sizable slave trade dates 
back to the 7th century. 
 

Not well known – and hardly spoken about – 
is that millions of Europeans were also 
traded as slaves. In the 17th and 18th 
centuries large numbers of whites were 
kidnapped on the streets of Europe and sold 
in the West Indies and elsewhere.  
 

Most countries in the world, including African 
countries, traded with slaves. Excluded were 
Russia and the Balkan countries. Unlike 
what you might expect the slave trade is very 
active today. 
 

 

 INTERNET AXIOMA 
 
1. Home is where you hang 
your @.  
 

2. The E-mail of the species is more deadly 
than the mail.  
 

3. A journey of a thousand sites begins with 
a single click.  
 

4. You can't teach a new mouse old clicks.  
 

5. Great groups from little icons grow.  
 

6. Speak softly and carry a cellular phone.  
 

7. C:\ is the root of all directories.  
 

8. Don't put all your hypes in one home 
page.  
 

9. Pentium wise; pen and paper foolish.  
 

10. The modem is the message.  
 

11. Too many clicks spoil the browse.  
 

12. The geek shall inherit the earth.  
 

13. A chat has nine lives.  
 

14. Don't byte off more than you can view.  
 

15. Fax is stranger than fiction.  
 

16. What boots up must come down.  
 

17. Windows will never cease.  
 

18. In Gates we trust.  
 

19. Virtual reality is its own reward.  
 

20. Modulation in all things.  
 

21. A user and his leisure time are soon 
parted.  
 

22. There's no place like home.com  
 

23. Know what to expect before you connect.  
 

24. Oh, what a tangled website we weave 
when first we practice.  
 

25. Speed thrills.  
 

26. Give a man a fish and you feed him for a 
day; teach him to use the Net and he won't 
bother you for weeks. 
 
 

 
ADVERTSING BLOOMERS! 

 

The Hong Kong Tourist Board tried to either 

pull their ads or have their slogan changed. 
But it was too late to change the campaign 
that was on billboards throughout Hong 
Kong.  
 

The slogan that was running "Hong Kong: It 
will take your breath away." unfortunately 
coincided with the SARS epidemic that 
resulted in numerous deaths. (Shortness of 
breath is one of the main symptoms of 
SARS).  

 
 

DAI AND EMYR 

Dai and Emyr were sitting in the local pub 

enjoying a pint of Brain's Dark. 
 

Dai said, " I was sorry to hear that your 
mother-in-law had died. What was the 
complaint?" 
 

Emyr replied, "We haven't had any yet". 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 

 



THE DEATH 
SENTENCE 

 

The Murder (Abolition of 

Death Penalty) Act of 
1965 suspended the death 
penalty in England, Wales 
and Scotland although 

four crimes still carried the death penalty, 
namely:  
 

● Treason. 
● Piracy with violence. 
● Causing a fire or explosion in a 
naval dockyard, magazine or warehouse. 
● Certain crimes under the jurisdiction 
of the armed forces. 
 

Under a House of Lords amendment to the 
Crime and Disorder Act of 1998 the death 
penalty was abolished for crimes of treason 
and piracy with violence. 
 

On May 20, 1998, the House of Commons 
voted to implement the 6th Protocol of the 
European Convention on Human Rights 
outlawing capital punishment for murder 
except "in times of war or imminent threat of 
war". 
 

The last remaining provisions for the death 
penalty under military jurisdiction (including 
in wartime) were removed when the Human 
Rights Act 1998 came into force on 9 
November 1998. When the 6th Protocol of 
the European Convention on Human Rights 
was ratified on 20 May 1999 all provisions for 
the death penalty in peacetime were 
prohibited (although they had all been 
abolished by this time). The UK later 
(October 10, 2003) acceded to the 13th 
Protocol, which prohibits the death penalty 
under all circumstances. 

 

 

According to the film's animators, you'll see 

6,469,952 black spots every time you watch 
101 Dalmatians. 
 

The average person drinks about 16,000 
gallons of water during his lifetime. 

 

A human head remains conscious for about 
15 seconds after it is been decapitated. 
 

'Naked' means to be unprotected. 'Nude' 
means unclothed. 
 

 
 

 

EYE, EYE 

The human eye can 

detect millions of colours 
and is sensitive to light and sounds. Yes, 
sound. University research studies show that 
mild and incidental noises cause the pupils 
of the eyes to dilate. 
 

It is believed that this is why surgeons, 
watchmakers, and others who perform 
delicate manual operations are so bothered 
by uninvited noise: the sounds cause their 
pupils to change focus and blur their vision. 
 

The “millions of colours” that the eye can 
detect are the three primary colours of red, 
green and blue and the millions of 
combinations that result from these three 
colours. The eye is, of course, just a lens for 
the brain. You actually see with your brain. 

 

 

 

CRISPS 

Two packets of 

crisps were walking 
along the road. A 
passing car stopped 

and the driver asked if they would like a lift. 
"No thanks," said the crisps, "we're Walkers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Light travels faster than sound. This 
is why some people appear bright 

until you hear them speak. 

SOME EATING MYTHS AND THE 
TRUTH 

 

Myth: Eating at night 

makes you fat. 
 

Truth: There’s no proof for 
this myth! Scientists in 
America carried out tests 

on monkeys and found no link between 
when the animals ate and whether or not 
they put on weight. The study concluded that 
calories count, whenever you eat them. The 
British Dietetic Association backed the 
findings ”The bottom line is a calorie is a 
calorie whenever you eat it,” they said. ”Your 
body doesn’t recognize what time of day it 
is.” 
 
 

Myth: Caffeine is 

unhealthy for you. 
 

Truth: Moderate 
amounts of caffeine–
about 300 milligrams, 
roughly three cups of 

coffee–apparently cause no harm in most 
healthy adults. Although some people are 
more sensitive to its effects, including older 
people and those with high blood pressure. 
 

 

Myth: Eggs increase 

cholesterol levels. 
  

Truth: This one has been 
confusing people for 
decades. The cholesterol 

in eggs (dietary cholesterol) doesn’t affect 
the cholesterol in your body–they are two 
different things.  The culprit in raising your 
body’s cholesterol is certain saturated and 
trans fats. Eggs contain relatively small 
amounts of saturated fat. One large egg 
contains about 1.5 grams saturated fat (a 
tablespoon of butter contains 7 grams). 
 

Meanwhile, egg protein has the right mix of 
essential amino acids that we need for 

tissue-building, and egg protein is said to be 
the highest quality food protein known, 
second only to mother’s milk. Eggs provide 
22 percent of the adult’s daily requirement of 
choline, an essential nutrient for brain and 
memory functions, and egg yolk is one of the 
few foods that naturally contain vitamin D. 
Eggs offer carotene, calcium, iron, 
phosphorus, zinc, thiamin, B6, folate, B12 
and pantothenic acid, to name just a few of 
their important nutrients. 
 
 

Myth: Cooking olive oil 

destroys its health benefits. 
 

Truth: Olive oil’s reputation 
has been slightly marred by 
the myth that it can’t take 

the heat – that even if you cook with 
premium versions, you cook away the 
healthful properties. Not true! Even delicate 
extra-virgin oils can take the heat without 
sacrificing nutrition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNICKERS 

Do you ever wonder 

where the Snickers 
bar came from? 
Snickers was created 

by Mars in 1930 and was named after a 
horse of the family. The most popular 
chocolate bar was once sold in the UK and 
Ireland under the name of Marathon. The 
most popular chocolate bar of all time has 
been the most popular chocolate bar for all 
of the 20th century and had annual global 
sales of over £1.3 billion in 2007. 

 

When tempted to fight fire with 
fire, remember that the Fire 
Brigade usually uses water. 



 
 
 
This is an actual transcript of 
US National Public Radio 

(NPR) interview between a female broadcaster, and 
US Army General Reinwald who was about to 
sponsor a Boy Scout Troop visiting his military 
installation. 
 

FEMALE INTERVIEWER: "So, General 
Reinwald, what things are you going to teach 
these young boys when they visit your base?" 
 

GENERAL REINWALD: "We're going to teach 
them climbing, canoeing, archery, and 
shooting." 
 

FEMALE INTERVIEWER: "Shooting! That's a 
bit irresponsible, isn't it?" 
 

GENERAL REINWALD: "I don't see why, 
they'll be properly supervised on the rifle 
range." 
 

FEMALE INTERVIEWER: "Don't you admit 
that this is a terribly dangerous activity to be 
teaching children?" 
 

GENERAL REINWALD: "I don't see how, 
...we will be teaching them proper rifle range 
discipline before they even touch a firearm." 
 

FEMALE INTERVIEWER: "But you're 
equipping them to become violent killers." 
 

GENERAL REINWALD: "Well, you're 
equipped to be a prostitute, but you're not 
one, are you?" 
 

The radio went silent and the interview ended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FRENCH CONFESSION 
 
 

An elderly Frenchman who lived on the 

outskirts of Paris, France, went to the local 
church for confession. 
 
 

When the priest slid open the panel in the 
confessional, the man said: "Father ... During 
World War II, a beautiful Jewish woman from  
our neighbourhood knocked urgently on my 
door and asked me to hide her from the 
invading army. So I hid her in my attic." 
 
 

The priest replied: "That was a wonderful 
thing you did, and you have no need to 
confess that." 
 
 

"There is more to tell, Father... She started to 
repay me with certain favours. This 
happened several times a week, and 
sometimes twice on Sundays.' 
 
 

The priest said, "That was a long time ago 
and by doing what you did, you placed the 
two of you in great danger, but two people 
under those circumstances can easily 
succumb to the weakness of the flesh. 
However, if you are truly sorry for your 
actions, you are indeed forgiven." 
 
 

"Thank you, Father. That's a great load off 
my mind. I do have one more question." 
 
 

"And what is that?" asked the priest. 
 
 

"Should I tell her the war is over?"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Bônau Cabbage Patch is published and issued by The Pwll Action Committee. The editors are: Peter Kent (53 Pwll Road - 755260) & 
Jeff Williams (81 Pwll Road - 777420). Please submit your reports, articles etc to either editor or any other committee member. Hand written 
reports are OK – we’ll type them up for you. Please ensure you include your name, address and telephone number so we can contact you 
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pwllmag@gmail.com 

 Closing date for submissions of articles, reports etc for the autumn edition is 25
th
 July 2012 - amended adverts by 20

th
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Two unusual views of Maes-yr-Haf                                                             (Photos: M Morgan) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above & Below: Photos from Pwll Infant School (1968) 
Photos: Paul Clement  

 


