
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Above: Kim Knowler, Harold Williams and Frank Evans. (Collier’s Arms 2001) 
(Photo: Peter Kent)

 



 
 

Celebrating has nothing to do with spending a 

lot of money and having elaborate parties. Our 
biggest celebrations are the most personal 
ones spent in the company of the people we 
love. A simple thing such as watching a film on 
TV with someone special can be all it takes. Or 
maybe a special meal with friends in front of the 
Christmas decorations. Or could it just be to 
curl up in a comfortable chair and read this 
latest edition of  The Bônau Cabbage Patch. 
More than ever we need to create a peaceful 
and comforting environment for our families and 
ourselves. We hope this edition of the 
magazine will accomplish that.  
 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda 
 

 

 
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

We would like to welcome our new sponsors 

to the magazine and hope that our association 
will be a long and enjoyable one.  
 

We would also like to express our thanks and 
gratitude to all our sponsors without whose 
generous contributions this edition of the 
magazine would not have been possible. 
 

We ask our readers to patronise our sponsors 
whenever possible and please mention the 
Bônau Cabbage Patch when you make your 
purchases.  
 

 
 
 

BÔNAU DEADLINES 

The deadline for the autumn edition of The 

Bônau Cabbage Patch is 24th January 2013 for 
your articles or reports or 20th January 2013 for 
any amendments to your advert. 

 
 

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or The 

Pwll Action Committee please call 755665 or 
755260 or 777420 or drop your articles or 
reports through our letterboxes at 43 or 53 or 
81 Pwll Road or you can send us e-mail at:  
 

pwllmag@gmail.com 
 

Any photographs we use are first scanned and 
then the originals are returned to their rightful 
owners so don’t be shy or fearful in sending us 
your photographs. It would be handy though if 
you wrote your name and address on the back 
of the photo (in pencil) or you attached one of 
those ‘post-it-notes’. 
 
 

PWLL RESIDENTS & 
TENANTS 

ASSOCIATION 
 

The Pwll Residents Association meet on the 

last Monday of every month in the vestry of 
Bethlehem Chapel. 
 

Do please go along as everyone is welcome to 
express their views and thoughts on what they 
think should be improved in the village. 
 

 
 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
 

Don’t forget that you can view all previous 

editions of the magazine on the web. We also 
have over 380 old and new photographs of 
interest to Pwll residents there. Take a look by 
pointing your browser to: 
 

www.pwllmag.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifts of time and love are surely the 

basic ingredients of a truly merry 

Christmas. 

 

 

The local police rely on 

us, the public to come forward and provide 
them with information so they can provide a 
better service. It also keeps them in the loop of 
what is really going on in our community. You 
can contact them in several ways, all are 
confidential, and each will be investigated. You 
can notify them either by telephone, email, 
Bobby Box etc. as follows: - PCSO 8017 Dan 
Brown telephone number 101 or e-mail 
dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk or at 
our local Bobby Box which is situated at Pwll 
Post Office. You can also follow Dyfed Powys 
Police on Twitter at www.twitter.com/dafyddP or 
be their friend on Facebook at 

 
www.facebook.com/dafyddP 

 
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH & POLICING 

TEAM 

The Neighbourhood Watch & 

Policing Team hold regular 
meetings in Pwll Pavilion so that the public can 
meet them and discuss their problems and 
concerns.  
 

Meetings (open to all) will be held on the 
following dates at 6:30pm: - 

   
  8th January 2013 
  5th March 2013 
 
 

Your local neighbourhood watch co-ordinator is 
John Edwards. You can contact John on 
775534. You can contact your local Police 
Community Support Officer Dan Brown by 
phoning 101 or by e-mail at:  

 

dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

 
 

Dec 21   First Day of Winter 
Dec 21   Shortest Day 
Dec 24  Early to Bed Night 
Dec 25   Christmas Day 
Dec 26   Boxing Day 
Jan 01   New Year’s Day 
Jan 25   Burns Night 
Jan 27  Holocaust Memorial Day 
Feb 10  Chinese New Year  
Feb 12  Shrove Tuesday 
Feb 13  Ash Wednesday 
Feb 14  First Day of Lent 
Feb 14   St Valentine’s Day 
Mar 01   St David’s Day 
Mar 10  Mothering Sunday 
 

 

TRACKING SANTA 
 

 
 
 

Don’t forget that you can track Santa on 

Christmas Eve as he travels around the world 
delivering toys to all the girls and boys. 
 

If you want to track him then just go to:- 
 

http://www.noradsanta.org/ 
 
 

DAI AND THE PARCEL 

Dai was posting an old family bible to his 

brother in another part of the country.  
 

"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked 
the postal clerk. 
 

"Only the Ten Commandments," answered Dai. 
 
 



CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS     

AT     SEAAT     SEAAT     SEAAT     SEA    
 

The sheets were frozen hard, and they cut the 

naked hand; 
The decks were like a slide, where a seaman 

scarce could stand; 
The wind was a nor'wester, blowing squally off 

the sea; 
And cliffs and spouting breakers were the only 

things a-lee. 
 

They heard the surf a-roaring before the break 
of day; 

But 'twas only with the peep of light we saw 
how ill we lay. 

We tumbled every hand on deck instanter, with 
a shout, 

And we gave her the maintops'l, and stood by 
to go about. 

 

All day we tacked and tacked between the 
South Head and the North; 

All day we hauled the frozen sheets, and got no 
further forth; 

All day as cold as charity, in bitter pain and 
dread, 

For very life and nature, we tacked from head 
to head. 

 

We gave the South a wider berth, for there the 
tide-race roared; 

But every tack we made we brought the North 
Head close aboard; 

So's we saw the cliffs and houses, and the 
breakers running high, 

And the coast-guard in his garden, with his 
glass against his eye. 

 

The frost was on the village roofs as white as 
ocean foam; 

The good red fires were burning bright in every 
'longshore home; 

The windows sparkled clear, and the chimneys 
volleyed out; 

And I vow we sniffed the victuals as the vessel 
went about. 

 

The bells upon the church were rung with a 
mighty jovial cheer; 

For it's just that I should tell you how (of all 
days in the year) 

This day of our adversity was blessed 
Christmas morn, 

And the house above the coastguard's was the 
house where I was born. 

 

O well I saw the pleasant room, the pleasant 
faces there, 

My mother's silver spectacles, my father's silver 
hair; 

And well I saw the firelight, like a flight of 
homely elves, 

Go dancing round the china-plates that stand 
upon the shelves. 

( Robert Louis Stevenson) 

 
 
 

BLACK PETE'S SACK 
AND SINTERKLAAS 

 

Unlike our Santa's arrival on 

a sleigh from the North Pole, 
the Dutch Sinterklaas (St. 
Nicholas) traditionally arrives 
by sea from Spain in 

Amsterdam in mid-November, the beginning of 
the Sinterklaas season.  
 

When he arrives in his stately Bishop robes, he 
mounts a white horse for a ride through the 
streets of Amsterdam throwing biscuits and 
sweets to the spectators.  
 

Black Pete, black because of the soot from the 
chimney, accompanies St. Nicholas carrying a 
sack to take away the naughty boys and girls 
back to Spain.  
 

On Sinterklaasavond (St. Nicholas Day Eve) 
the children put out wooden clogs filled with hay 
and carrots for St. Nicholas' horse, hoping to 
find them filled with small sweets and treats 
instead of the fate of Black Pete's sack. 
 

SOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTS    

Colly is an English dialect word meaning coal 

dust. Blackbirds were hence known as colly 
birds. The song 'Twelve days of Christmas' is 
usually sung as ... my true love sent to me, four 
calling birds... but the actual line is 'four colly 
birds'. 

SOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME    CHRISTMAS    FACTS 

 

 The common abbreviation of 

Christmas to Xmas is derived from 
the Greek alphabet. X is letter Chi, 
which is the first letter of Christ's 

name in the Greek alphabet. 
 

In 1643, the British Parliament officially 
abolished the celebration of Christmas. 
 

In 1836, Alabama was the first state in the USA 
to declare Christmas a legal holiday and in 
1907, Oklahoma became the last USA state to 
declare Christmas a legal holiday. 
 
 
 

GARDENING CLUB 

 The care of Christmas 

Plants 
 
- Christmas gift plants provide 
colour during the winter 
holidays. With proper care, 

their flowers and fruits will often live through the 
winter. Several general rules apply to all indoor 
plants during the winter. 
 

- Water less than you would during the 
summer, and stop fertilizing. 
 

- Empty water from saucers after an hour. 
 

- Most plants with showy flowers and fruits 
need bright light, so do not display them in a 
dark location for long periods of time. 
 

- Avoid drafts, heat ducts and other locations 
where the temperature is likely to fluctuate 
greatly. If plants are very close to windows, 
remove them at night to prevent chilling. 
 

- Most plants do prefer cooler temperatures 
during the winter than at other times of the 
year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS      TINSELCHRISTMAS      TINSELCHRISTMAS      TINSELCHRISTMAS      TINSEL    

 Tinsel on the Christmas 

tree is attributed to a woman 
whose husband died. She 
was left to bring up a large 
family of children herself. She 

was left to do everything working so hard and 
she was determined to make a happy time for 
them at Christmas.  
 

She prepared a Christmas Tree to surprise 
them on Christmas Day. Unfortunately spiders 
visited the tree, and crawled from branch to 
branch, making webs all over it.  
 

The Christ Child saw the tree and knew she 
would be devastated to find this on Christmas 
morning. He changed the spiders' webs to 
shining silver. 
 

 CHRISTMAS    CHRISTMAS    CHRISTMAS    CHRISTMAS    

PUNCHPUNCHPUNCHPUNCH    

 

 
Ingredients 

• 100 g white sugar  

• 475 ml orange juice  

• 160 ml lemon juice  

• 112 g maraschino cherries, with juice  

• 30 ml triple sec liqueur  

• 1 (70 cl) bottle light rum  

• 1 orange, sliced into rounds  

• 1 lemon, sliced into rounds  

• 1 (8 ounce) can pineapple chunks  

• 1 litre soda water  

• ice  
 

Directions 
1. In a punch bowl, combine sugar, orange 

juice, and lemon juice. Stir until sugar 
dissolves. Add cherries, triple sec, light 
rum, orange slices, lemon slices, and 
pineapple chunks. Refrigerate for 1 to 2 
hours to allow flavours to blend. 

2. Pour in soda water, and add ice just 
before serving. 

Don’t expect too much of Christmas 

Day. You can’t crowd into it any 

arrears of unselfishness and kindliness 

that may have accrued during the 

past twelve months. 



 DAI AND 
CHRISTMAS GOLF 

Dai and three of his 

golfing buddies were 
playing their weekly 
game of golf, when one 
remarked how nice it 

would be to wake up on Christmas morning, roll 
out of bed and without an argument go directly 
to the golf course, meet his buddies and play a 
round. His buddies all chimed in and said, 
"Let's do it! We'll make it a priority, figure out a 
way and meet here early Christmas morning.” 
 

That special morning arrives eventually arrives, 
and there they are on the Ashburnham golf 
course. The first guy says, "Boy this game cost 
me a fortune! I bought my wife such a diamond 
ring from Saul Cass that she can't take her 
eyes off it.” 
 

The second guy says, "I spent a ton, too. My 
wife is at home planning the cruise I gave her. 
She was up to her eyeballs in brochures.” 
 

The third guy says "Well my wife is at home 
admiring her new car, reading the manual.” 
They all turned to Dai who is staring at them 
like they have lost their minds’ 
 

“I can't believe you all went to such expense for 
this golf game. I woke my wife this morning and 
said, "Well, Merry Christmas! It's a great 
morning for some loving or a game of golf" and 
she said, "Take a sweater!” 
 

(Courtesy of Prentiss F) 

 
 

CHRISTMAS       CAROLSCHRISTMAS       CAROLSCHRISTMAS       CAROLSCHRISTMAS       CAROLS    

A Christmas carol is a song whose lyrics are 

on the theme of Christmas, or the winter 
season in general. Christmas carols are based 
on Christian lyrics and relate, in the main, to the 
Nativity. 
 

The word carol is a derivative of the French 
word caroller, the interpretation of which means 
dancing around in a circle. Carol and carols, 
eventually came to mean not only to dance but 
included music and lyrics - hence modern 
Christmas Carols. 
 

The tradition of Christmas carols hails back as 
far as the thirteenth century, although carols 
were originally communal songs sung during 
celebrations like harvest tide as well as 
Christmas. It was only later that carols began to 
be sung in church, and to be specifically 
associated with Christmas. 
 

Carols suffered a decline in popularity after the 
Reformation in the countries where Protestant 
churches gained prominence, but survived in 
rural communities until the revival of interest in 
carols in the 19th century. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

CAROLSCAROLSCAROLSCAROLS    

 For the Disturbed For the Disturbed For the Disturbed For the Disturbed    
 

1 - Schizophrenia - Do 

You Hear What I Hear? 
 

2 - Multiple Personality Disorder - We Three 
Kings Disoriented Are 
 

3 - Dementia - I Think I'll be Home for 
Christmas 
 

4 - Narcissistic - Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
About Me 
 

5 - Manic - Deck the Halls and Walls and 
House and Lawn and Streets and Stores and 
Office and Town and Cars and Buses and 
Trucks and Trees and..... 
 

6 - Borderline Personality Disorder - Thoughts 
of Roasting on an Open Fire 
 

7 - Paranoid - Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
to Get Me 
 

8 - Personality Disorder - You Better Watch 
Out, I'm Gonna Cry, I'm Gonna Pout, Maybe I'll 
Tell You Why 
 

9 - Attention Deficit Disorder - Silent night, Holy 
oooh look at the Doggy - can I have a 
chocolate, why is France so far away? 
 

10 - Obsessive Compulsive Disorder - Jingle 
Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, 
Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells.... 

CAT  CAT  CAT  CAT  ----  MAS  MAS  MAS  MAS    

Cat-mas season is here. 

This is a wonderful time of 
year when the humans 
decorate the home for us 
cats in anticipation of the 

visit from Santa Claws. The tree went up 
yesterday, and so did I. Made it to the fourth 
branch within the first five minutes before the 
Big Owner chased me out of the tree. 
 

So, as I do every year, I waited and watched 
the humans decorate the Cat-mas tree with all 
sorts of what the humans call "ornaments." I 
call them "cat toys.” 
 

Ornaments are invitations to a cat, bright and 
shiny spheres just daring a cat to knock them 
off. Every year the humans hang the ornaments 
a little higher out of my range, forcing me to 
elevate my game to knock them off. Humans 
"ohhh and ahhh" as they decorate the Cat-mas 
tree. I salivate in anticipation of the night's 
activities. 
 

The humans retire to bed, as is custom during 
Cat-mas season, leaving me to play with my 
tree. Tonight is a challenge, The ornaments are 
at an all time high. I crept under the tree and 
began to scale branches. This is great! A tree in 
my own home, why don't they do this year-
round? Five, six, seven branches, I climb like a 
pro. Ten, twelve, I am half way to the top, and 
there is the first ornament! This is easy as Cat-
mas fruitcake. 
 

I make my way down the 
branch approaching the 
first ornament. It lightly 
jiggles as my weight 
causes the bough to bend. 
Almost there! One paw 
away and I feel a shudder. 
Something is not right, I 
begin to lose my balance. 
The room is tilting! No, the 
room is not tilting, the Cat-

mas tree is falling! It seemed like forever as the 
tree leaned, then pitched, and finally crashed to 
the floor in a resounding bang of exploding 
bulbs, ornaments, and broken limbs. I quickly 
extricated myself from the splintered tree just 
as the Big Owner came bursting in snapping on 

the lights. There I was, sitting next to the tree, 
as innocent a look on my face as any other in 
the household. 

 

What happened?" he 
growled. Not a peep from 
me, I turned and looked at 
the tree. "I guess we hung 
too many ornaments on 
one side of the tree," I 
heard him say later as he 
hoisted the mangled Cat-

mas tree back into place. 
 

“Good answer," I thought. The Big Owner 
staggered off to bed, and I retreated to the 
living room. Maybe I'll tear down those 
stockings that were hanging by the chimney. 
 

It’s been a good day! 
 
 

    

SOME     CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME     CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME     CHRISTMAS    FACTSSOME     CHRISTMAS    FACTS    

Every year more than 400 million people 

celebrate Christmas around the world - that 
makes it one of the world’s biggest religious 
and commercial festivities.  
 

In approximately 300 A.D., the birthday of 
Jesus was determined to be on December 25, 
the day that has been celebrated from then till 
this very day. The celebration on the 25th of 
December starts with Christmas Eve, the 
evening of December 24.  
 

The religious festival is originally a blend of 
pagan customs. The Romans held a festival on 
December 25 called Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, 
i.e. "the birthday of the unconquered sun."  
 

Pagan Scandinavia celebrated a winter festival 
called Yule, held in late December to early 
January. However, it is uncertain exactly why 
December 25 became associated with the birth 
of Jesus since the Old Testament doesn’t 
mention a specific date of the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit 

people once a year. 



 

The last six summers have been shocking but 

2012 was even worse and exceptionally wet! 
Copious amounts of rainfall resulted in the 
wettest summer for over 100 years! A dreadful 
time for the gardener as some crops had 
considerably lower yields, so it’s best forgotten. 
Let’s look forward to a better growing season 
next year. However, because of the diabolical 
summer there was perhaps one good outcome 
- there were virtually no wasps and hardly any 
houseflies. 
 

One bizarre story is 
that of a bat hanging 
on net curtains in a 
living room of a house 

in Tyrwaun. How strange! The only possible 
access was that it must have come down the 
chimney! However, the resident contacted the 
appropriate organisation which deal with these 
protected mammals and they advised her to put 
it in a small box and take it outdoors at dusk 
which resulted in it being returned to the wild. A 
happy ending! 
 

There are many bats seen throughout the 
village but several years ago one evening while 
fishing on Pwll slipway a bat flew past, a former 
publican mentioned, “That’s funny, there are no 
fruit trees around here.” I immediately burst into 
laughter and replied, “Did you think that it was a 
fruit bat.” Shortly I stated that the fruit bat or 
flying fox can be found in Burma and Indonesia, 
only a few thousand miles away! As I 
mentioned earlier plenty of bats in Pwll.  
 

Today the path, which used to bisect the great 
lakes, is permanently submerged and I wonder 
are the lakes gradually silting up? With each 
flood layers of silt are deposited at the bottom 
of the lakes making them slightly shallower and 
perhaps in years to come they may return to 
marshland. 
 

As I am discussing the fishing lakes I wonder 
when the MCP (Millennium Coastal Park) are  

 
 

going to correct their advertising boards on the 
cycle track from showing our lakes as a main 
match fishing lake and a centre of excellence. 
Fishing has been abandoned and there are no 
competitions. Also there is NO centre of 
excellence. The project was a good idea but as 
we all know it has been a total disaster! The 
sand was excavated and transported down to 
Machynys, which today forms the new golf 
course, but the planners did not listen to local 
knowledge, they always know better. They had 
not taken into account that with each tide sea 
water would slowly seep under the railway 
embankment and into the lake. Shrimps and 
barnacles can be clearly seen today! Personally 
speaking the MCP are falsely advertising and 
more importantly misleading the tourists and 
public! 
 

A Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to 
you all, see you in the spring.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSES      ARE   ROSES      ARE   ROSES      ARE   ROSES      ARE      REDDISH   REDDISH   REDDISH   REDDISH    
 

Roses are reddish 

Violets are bluish 
If it wasn’t for Christmas 

We'd all be Jewish. 
 

(Benny Hill) 
 
 
 
 
 

If there is no joyous way to give 

a festive gift, give love away. 

Christmas is the keeping-place 

for memories of our innocence. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

 

Seems that some years 

ago, some Boeing employees 
decided to steal a life raft 
from one of the 747s. They 
were successful in getting it 

out of the plane and home. When they took it 
for a float on the River, they were quite 
surprised by a Coast Guard helicopter coming 
towards them. It turned out that the chopper 
was homing in on the emergency locator that is 
activated when the raft is inflated. They are no 
longer employees of Boeing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIX NATIONS 
FIXTURES 

2013 
 
(All times local) 

 
 
 

Sat Feb 2nd  Wales v Ireland, 1.30pm  
  England v Scotland, 4pm 
 

Sun Feb 3rd   Italy v France, 3pm 
 

Sat Feb 9th   Scotland v Italy, 2.30pm 
  France v Wales, 5pm 
 

Sun Feb 10th   Ireland v England, 3pm 
 

Sat Feb 23rd  Italy v Wales, 2.30pm  
  England v France, 5pm 
 

Sun Feb 24th   Scotland v Ireland, 2pm 
 

Sat March 9th  Scotland v Wales, 2.30pm  
Ireland v France, 5pm 

 

Sun March 10th   England v Italy, 3pm 
 

Sat March 16th   Italy v Ireland, 2.30pm,  
  Wales v England, 5pm  

        France v Scotland, 8pm 

THE DRAGON BUS HAS ARRIVED IN 
PWLL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have children between 0 - 10 years? 

Are you looking for somewhere to go? 
Do you want to meet other parents and 

children? 
 
 

The Dragon Bus is a fully equipped double-
decker bus for parent/carers and their children. 
There are play activities for children - sand, 
painting, art and craft, home corner, toys, 
books, music and singing. There are fun 
courses, information and activities for parents. 

 
 

WHERE? Pwll Park 
WHEN?  Every Thursday until 

the end of June 2013 
WHAT TIME? 10.30am - 12.30pm and 

1pm - 3pm 
(closed 12.30pm - 1pm for lunch) 

 
 

For information please contact Mollie, Anne or 
David 

01554 745150 or 07976549961 
 
 

There is no charge. Have a cuppa and enjoy 
yourselves. 

All children must be with a parent/carer. 
 
 

The Dragon Bus is a partnership between 
Action for Children and Carmarthenshire 

County Council 

    

    

    

Our hearts grow tender with 

childhood memories and love of 

kindred, and we are better 

throughout the year for having, in 

spirit, become a child again at 

Christmas-time. 



CHRISTMAS         ADVICECHRISTMAS         ADVICECHRISTMAS         ADVICECHRISTMAS         ADVICE    
 

Since Christmas is fast approaching here are 

the do's and don'ts of gift buying. Buying gifts 
for men is not nearly as complicated as it is for 
women. Follow these rules and you should 
have no problems. 
 

Rule 1: When in doubt - buy him a 
cordless drill. It does not matter if 
he already has one. I have a 
friend who owns 17 and he has 
yet to complain. As a man, you 

can never have too many cordless drills. No 
one knows why. 
 

Rule 2: If you cannot afford a cordless drill, buy 
him anything with the word ratchet or socket in 
it. Men love saying those two words. "Hey 
George, can I borrow your ratchet?" "OK. By-
the-way, are you through with my 3/8-inch 
socket yet?" Again, no one knows why. 

 

Rule 3: If you are really, really 
broke, buy him anything for his 
car, a 99 pence ice scraper, a 
small bottle of de-icer or 
something to hang from his rear 

view mirror. Men love gifts for their cars. No 
one knows why. 
 

Rule 4: Do not buy men socks. Do not buy men 
ties. And never buy men bathrobes. Once I was 
told that if God had wanted men to wear 
bathrobes, he wouldn't have invented Jockey 
shorts. 
 
 

Rule 5: You can buy men new 
remote controls to replace the 
ones they have worn out. If 
you have a lot of money buy 
your man a big-screen TV with 

the little picture in the corner. Watch him go 
wild as he flips, and flips, and flips. 
 

Rule 6: Do not buy a man any of those fancy 
liqueurs. If you do, it will sit in a cupboard for 23 
years. Real men drink whiskey or beer. 
 

Rule 7: Do not buy any man industrial-sized 
canisters of after-shave or deodorant. I'm told 
they do not stink - they are earthy. 
 

Rule 8: Buy men label makers. 
Almost as good as cordless 
drills! Within a couple of weeks 
there will be labels absolutely 
everywhere. "Socks. Shorts. 
Cups. Saucers. Door. Lock. 

Sink." You get the idea. No one knows why 
 

Rule 9: Never buy a man anything that says 
"some assembly required" on the box. It will 
ruin his Special Day and he will always have 
parts left over. 
 

Rule 10: Good places to shop for men include 
B&Q and Maplins. Halfords is also an excellent 
man's stores. It doesn't matter if he doesn't 
know what it is. "From Halford, eh? Must be 
something I need. Hey! Isn't this a starter motor 
for a '68 Ford Prefect? Wow! Thanks.” 
 

Rule 11: Men enjoy 
danger. That's why they 
never cook - but they will 
barbecue. Get him a 
monster barbecue with a 
100-pound Calor Gas 
tank. Tell him the gas 
line leaks. "Oh the thrill! 

The challenge! Who wants a hamburger?” 
 

Rule 12:Tickets to a football game are a smart 
gift. However, he will not appreciate tickets to 
"A Retrospective of 19th Century Quilts." 
Everyone knows why! 
 

Rule 13: Men love chainsaws. Never, ever, buy 
a man you love a chainsaw. If you don't know 
why - please refer to Rule 8 and what happens 
when he gets a label maker. 
 

Rule 14: It's hard to beat a 
really good wheelbarrow or an 
aluminium extension ladder. 
Never buy a real man a 
stepladder. It must be an 
extension ladder. No one 
knows why. 

 

Rule 15: Rope. Men love rope. It takes them 
back to their Boy Scouts days.  Nothing says 
love like a hundred feet of 3/8" manila rope. No 
one knows why. 

 
(Courtesy of David R.) 

 

 
 

DAI & THE SEASON TICKET 

Dai and his mate 

had a season ticket 
to watch the 
Scarlets. They 
could not help 
noticing that there 

was always a spare seat next to them and they 
had a friend who would love to buy a season 
ticket, especially if all three could have seats 
together.  
 

One half-time Freddie went to the ticket office 
and asked if they could buy the season ticket 
for B14. The official said that unfortunately the 
ticket had been sold. Nevertheless, week after 
week the seat was still empty.  
 

Then on Boxing day, much to Dai's amazement 
the seat was taken for the first time that 
season. Dai could not resist asking the 
newcomer, "Where have you been all season". 
"Don't ask," he said, "the wife bought the 
season ticket back in the summer, and kept it 
for a surprise Christmas present". 

 
 

THE MAYA 
PREDICTION 2012 

The idea that the Maya 

predicted the end of the 
world on 21st December 2012 is incorrect.  
 

The Maya had several calendars and one of 
them - The Long Count Calendar - restarts in 
2012. Some people think this means they 
predicted the end of the world. It doesn't  - it 
predicts the restart of the Long Count Calendar. 
The Long Count calendar, which is reset to 
zero every 1,872,000 days, a period known as 
The Great Circle. The next reset date, by some 
calculations, is December 21, 2012. Obviously, 
this calendar is of no interest to the Maya any 
longer, since their civilization collapsed over a 
thousand years ago. 
 

The Maya Long Count calendar began on 
August 11, 3114 BC - just as our own calendar 
began on January 1 of the first year of the 
Christian era. Presumably, the Maya attached 
some significance to their own day zero, but we 
don't know what it was. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

A woman was reporting her car as stolen, and 

mentioned that there was a mobile phone in it. 
The policeman taking the report called the 
phone and told the guy that answered that he 
had read the ad in the newspaper and wanted 
to buy the car. They arranged to meet, and the 
thief was arrested. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

MRS 
OPPENHEIMER 

Mrs Oppenheimer 

decided to get away from 
the inclement weather of 

New York and spend Christmas in California.  
 

She wandered into an hotel and said 'Hi. I'm 
Mrs Oppenheimer and I'd like a room for next 
week.' 
 

'I'm very sorry,' said the manager, but all our 
rooms are taken. Just as he said that a 
customer came to the desk and unexpectedly 
checked out. 
 

'How lucky' responded Mrs Oppenheimer, 'Now 
you have a room for me’.  
 

'Look, I'm very sorry' said the manager, but this 
is a restricted hotel. Jews are not allowed here. 
 

'Jewish! Whaddya mean Jewish. I happen to be 
a Catholic.'  
 

'That takes some believing' said the manager. 
'Tell me, who was the Son of God?' 
 

'Jesus.' she replied. 
 

'Where was he born?'  
 

'In a stable in Bethlehem.... simply because 
some schmuck like you wouldn't rent a room to 
a Jew.' 
 

 

You're not really drunk if you can lie 

on the floor without holding on. 



PWLL CRICKET CLUB 
 

How they finished the 
2012 season: 

 
Division Three - First XI - Table 

Played  Pts 
Britton Ferry Town 18  335 
Swansea Civil Ser 18  263 
Porthcawl  18  238 
Pontyberem  18 222 
Hills Plymouth 18  218 
Drefach  18  206 
Margam  18  206 
Maesteg  18  201 
Landore  18  160 
Pwll   18  148 
 

Division Three – Second XI - Table 
Played Pts 

Swansea Civil S 18 307 
Porthcawl   18 281 
Landore   18 227 
Margam  18  190 
Britton Ferry Town 18 179 
Drefach  18  140 
Pwll   18 139 
Hills Plymouth 18  126 
Maesteg  18 106 
Pontyberem  18    99 

 
 
 
 

 
IF YOU’RE SENDING A 

LETTER TO SANTA 

Santa is extremely busy 

at the North Pole, making 
sure all the presents, 
including yours, are ready 
and wrapped for Christmas 
Eve. 

 

It’s a very exciting time for all; Rudolph and 
Santa can’t wait to land at your home with all 
your gifts. Rudolph is especially looking forward 
to eating the carrots you kindly leave and 
maybe a mince pie for Santa… 
 

To ensure Santa receives your letter on time 
please can you send to the following address: 

Santa/Father Christmas, 
Santa’s Grotto, 
Reindeerland, 

SAN TA1 
 

Santa will respond to as many letters as 
possible, in between getting the sleigh ready for 
the long journey on Christmas Eve. 
 

In your letter please write clearly your name 
and address and attach either a 1st or 2nd 
class stamp to the envelope. 
 

Santa is happy to receive your cards and letters 
now but because of a very busy Xmas ahead 
could you please write to him by no later than 
Wednesday 12th December. 
 

Be good and enjoy your Chriatmas. 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS NEWS OF THE 
WEIRD 

 

Father Christmas should stop making lists, 

and start counting the carbohydrates, according 
to a poll of 4,000 children in Spain, who also 
think Santa should ditch the sled for a 4X4 or 
motorcycle. 

 

The Christmas holidays are typically the 

busiest time of year for thieves in the 
Philippines. But 1,000 officers with Santa caps, 
badges and guns, are taking the ho-ho-ho out 
of street crime. 

 

Mary and the Baby Jesus are visited by four 

wise men in a Red Bull ad -- and the fourth 
wasn’t bearing gold, frankincense or myrrh, but 
a particular caffeinated beverage. One Italian 
priest was so mad, he got the commercial 
banned from TV. 

 

“Thanks,” and “Merry Christmas,” thieves 

scrawled on a Sydney warehouse wall, as they 
made off with 17.6 tons of ham and bacon 
worth an estimated £56,000. 

BLANK BRAIN 

Ever walked into a 

room with some 
purpose in mind, only to 
completely forget what 
that purpose was? 
Turns out, door 
themselves are to 

blame for these strange memory lapses. 
Psychologists have discovered that passing 
through a doorway triggers what's known as an 
event boundary, separating one set of thoughts 
and memories from the next. Your brain files 
away your thoughts you had in the previous 
room and prepares a blank slate for the new 
room.   
 

 
DAI AT 

DEBENHAMS 

On Christmas Eve, 

Dai thought it would be nice to buy his wife a 
little gift for the next day. Always short of 
money, he thought long and hard about what 
that present might be' 
 

Unable to decide, Dai entered Debenhams and 
in the cosmetics section he asked the girl, 'How 
about some perfume?' She showed him a bottle 
costing £75. "Too expensive," muttered Dai.  
 

The young lady returned with a smaller bottle 
for £50. "Oh dear," Dai groused, "still far too 
much."  
 

Growing rather annoyed at Dai's meanness, the 
sales girl brought out a tiny £10 bottle and 
offered it to him. 
 

Dai became really agitated, "What I mean", he 
whined, "is I'd like to see something really, 
really cheap." 
 

The sales girl handed him a mirror. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CAPEL BETHLEHEM CHAPEL 
 

Cawsom oedfa hyfryd iawn prynhawn Sul 

Hydref 14eg i ddathlu  a rhoi diolch am tymor y 
Cynhaeaf. 
 

Ddaeth nifer o aelodau a ffrindiau i'r 
gwasanaeth, a mae'n diolch ni'n fawr i bawb a 
cymerodd rhan, i'r sawl a ddaeth i addurno'r 
capel, a hefyd am eich haelioni yn cyfrannu 
nwyddau i bobl ddifreintiedig a bregus ei iechyd 
 

Ar Ddydd Gwener 19ddeg o Hydref, ddaethom 
gyda'n gilydd i gymdeithasu dros pryd o fwyd 
blasus, sef sglodion a physgod ac ati.   
 

Rydym yn gwerthfawrogi gwaith y chwiorydd i 
wneud y noson yn un llwyddianus.  
 

Mae tymor y Nadolig yn gyflym yn neshau, a 
fyddwn yn troi ein golygon at baratoi y 
gwasanaeth nesa -sef gwasanaeth Gwyl y 
Geni.  
 

Pob bendith i drigolion y Pwll. 
 

 

 

 
We offer our sincere 

congratulation to Mr Jeff 
Wheatland of Tyle Catherine 
who celebrates his 80th 
Birthday on Wednesday 30th 
January 2013. 
 

This picture, taken in July 
2007, shows Jeff adoring his new born great 
grandson, Kaian.  

 

 

Christmas is not as much about 

opening our presents as opening our 

hearts. 

 



 
PWLL W.I. 

During September and 

October members were 
busy practising for the 
entertainment for the Illtud 

group meeting. This meeting was held on 
Monday 22nd October 2012 at Furnace Rugby 
Club and over 100 members attended a very 
successful evening. The speaker Helen 
Williams gave an amusing talk on memories of 
her holiday escapades abroad. Pwll W.I. 
provided the refreshments and finished the 
night singing various songs from WW II and the 
audience joined in with enthusiasm. 
 

In September it was with regret that we heard 
that a faithful member Josie Phelps passed 
away after a short illness. Our thoughts and 
heartfelt sympathy go out to her family and 
friends. 
 

In October Captain Scott from the Salvation 
Army gave an interesting talk on 'Vet stories'. In 
November Mark Harper gave a talk on the 
invaluable work of the First Responders. The 
Annual Council Meeting was held at Queen 
Elizabeth High School, Johnstown on Saturday 
17th November.  Tony Waters gave an 
interesting and emotional talk titled  "Titanic, 
Ship of Dreams — the Welsh links"  Lord John 
Morris of Aberavon recalled highlights of a 
remarkable career in law and politics which has 
spanned over half a century. 
 

Members travelled to the Wales Millennium 
Centre in Cardiff to see the amazing musical 
production of ' Dirty Dancing'. There was also 
time to do some 'retail therapy'. The Christmas 
creative craft day was held on Saturday 24th 
November in St Peter's Bowls Club, 
Carmarthen. A few members tried their hand at 
different crafts on offer - painting pottery 
Christmas decorations, basket weaving with 
paper, making beaded decorations including a 
'pin flair' bauble and also making marzipan 
fruits and sweets. A Chocolate Delight Evening 
was held at a Bronwydd Hall on 30th 
November. There was a full packed evening 
with entertainment by local W.I.s, chocolate 
fountains, tombola, stalls, refreshments etc. 
 

The W.I. has achieved a record when 3083 
people were knitting simultaneously for fifteen 

minutes at this year’s AGM at the Royal Albert 
Hall. The record has been confirmed  by the 
Guinness Book of Records beating the previous 
record of 1146.  The new book will be out ready 
for Christmas. 
 

Arrangements are in hand to plan the 
programme of speakers for 2013. As usual we 
want to include a variety of topics to interest all 
our members. If you are interested in joining 
Pwll W.I. make it one of your New Year's 
resolution for 2013. 
 

    

CHRISTMAS     IS      FOREVERCHRISTMAS     IS      FOREVERCHRISTMAS     IS      FOREVERCHRISTMAS     IS      FOREVER    

Christmas is forever, not for just one day, 

for loving, sharing, giving, are not to put away 
like bells and lights and tinsel, in some box 

upon a shelf. 
The good you do for others is good you do 

yourself. 
 

(Norman W Brooks, "Let Every Day Be Christmas") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I     HEARD     THE     BELLS I     HEARD     THE     BELLS I     HEARD     THE     BELLS I     HEARD     THE     BELLS     

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

(Henry Wadsworth Longfellow) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas is doing a little 

something extra for someone. 

Love is what's in the room with 

you at Christmas if you stop 

opening presents and listen. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH 

 
Christmas is Coming  
 
It seems that the deadline 
for copy for the Bonau 

Cabbage Patch is destined to co inside with 
times when I have either been or are about to 
go away from the Parish for a few days holiday. 
So it is on this occasion, having just returned 
from the Lincolnshire Wolds, that I set about 
considering what I might be able to contribute 
this time.  
 
 
 

As I mentioned in the last edition, one of the 
things that I like to do, whenever I go away on 
holiday, is to visit some of the local Churches, 
so as we were looking for somewhere to stay 
for a few nights, my eye was taken by an advert 
in the local tourist information brochure for a 
B&B called ‘The Old Rectory’. Described as a 
former, elegant Georgian rectory, I assumed 
that it would be near to the village church. 
However, on our arrival, we were to find that it 
had indeed been located directly opposite the 
church, but that that had long since been 
demolished, leaving only the lychgate leading 
into a graveyard with just a few stones marking 
out where a wall once stood. 
 
 
 

However, the accommodation was very 
comfortable and the host very welcoming, 
heartily recommending us to a public house in 
the next village for our evening meal. It was a 
very attractive prosperous looking village, with 
all of the elements that one associates with a 
traditional rural village. There was of course the 
old pub, along with some fine old houses, a ford 
and another old rectory together with a small 
Victorian brick built gothic styled church, 
designated as Holy Trinity. We enjoyed a very 
pleasant evening meal, and decided to return to 

further explore the village the next day. On our 
return, I was pleased to see that the little 
church was displaying a sign that it was open, 
so we stopped to have a look inside. Sadly, 
although open, we discovered that the last 
service had been held there in 1996, and that it 
was now only kept open by a local church trust 
that preserved disused churches of 
architectural interest. Although as we know, the 
buildings are not the Church, which is made up 
of Christian believers, those whom St Peter 
described as ‘living stones’, to discover that in 
two adjacent villages, that one church had been 
demolished and that another had long since 
stopped to function as a place of worship, in 
what seemed to be the perfect country village, I 
found rather saddening, particularly as the latter 
bore the same dedication as our own Parish 
Church of Holy Trinity. Perhaps this should 
stand as a warning to us that when the regular 
attendance to worship ceases, then the 
inevitable happens, a church without a 
worshipping community ceases to have a 
function. As the Church in Wales looks into the 
current statistical trends, then it too will have to 
face some difficult decisions. But the outcome 
is not predetermined, it rests with those who 
live in the parishes, if there is enough desire 
and financial commitment to pass on our places 
of worship to the next generation, then it will 
happen, if not, then my holiday experience will 
become the norm.   
 
 
 

With this in mind, perhaps as we begin to think 
again about Christmas, it may be time for us to 
re-evaluate what the real meaning of Christmas 
is. To do this, we don’t have to look very far, in 
as much as the word in itself tells us in two 
parts all we need to know. Firstly it is about our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He comes first and foremost, 
it’s not about us, but all about Him, it is all about 
His coming into the world, as St John’s Gospel 
so beautifully expresses it, ‘In Him was life, and 
that life was the light of men. The light shines in 
the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it. The true light that gives light to 
every man was coming into the world.’ The 
second element in the word is an abbreviation 
of the word Mass, which is derived from the 
Latin word missa used at the sending out of the 
congregation at the end of the Eucharist, which 
in itself means thanksgiving. So the  
 



real meaning of Christmas is that it is a time  
of joyful thanksgiving for our Lords coming, his 
life, his death on the cross and his resurrection, 
and what better place is there for such a 
celebration, than in our Parish Churches.  
 

Sadly as we look around us, it seems that we 
have come a long way from that understanding, 
so perhaps our prayer for this Christmas would 
be for us all to recapture the heart of Christmas, 
to remember that the gifts on which our tradition 
of giving presents rests, is that of wise men 
from an alien culture honouring God, by 
bringing gifts to lay at the feet of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. But we also need to remember, that the 
greatest gift of all is the gift that Jesus brings to 
each and every one of us. However, like all 
presents, we only really appreciate them, once 
we have undone the wrapping to discover 
what’s inside. So I urge you all this Christmas 
to take some time to remember whose birthday 
we are celebrating and to seek to unwrap the 
priceless gift that he brings to you. 
 

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas, 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Michael - Priest in Charge of the Parish of Burry 
Port and Pwll. 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS DID 
YOU KNOW 

 

Christmas 2004 was the first white 

Christmas in New Orleans for 50 years.  
 

A freak summer hailstorm left Australian 

capital Canberra under a blanket of ice. In parts 
of the city the ice was 1 metre deep. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY 
CHRISTMAS 
SHOE BOX 

APPEAL 
 

A very big thank you to everyone who donated 

to this very worthwhile appeal. 
 

THE JOURNEY 
 

I was once an empty shoebox 
That was going to be thrown away 

Now I’m going on a journey 
To give someone a ‘special day.’ 

 

Now I’ve been filled with surprises 
For some little girl or boy 

I know that they will be happy 
Their Christmas filled with joy. 

 

My journey now has ended 
It has been worth each mile 

For when a child takes my lid off 
I can’t wait to see their smile. 

 

Once more I am empty 
Soon to be thrown away 
But just like Baby Jesus 

I brought joy on Christmas Day. 

 
 
 
 

THE LUCKY 7 

Ask a number of different people to 

give you any number between one 
and ten, and most will choose 
seven. Ask people to name their 
favourite number between one and 

ten, and again most will say seven. 
 

7-Up is a soft drink. It was invented in America 
in the 1920s by Mr C L Griggs of Missouri who 
originally called it Bib-label Lithiate Lemon-Lime 
Soda. With a name like that sales were poor 
even though the drink tasted good and so Mr 
Griggs set about changing the name. After six 
attempts he came up with 7-Up, or so the story 
goes. 
 

The Seven Deadly Sins are avarice, 
envy, gluttony, lust, pride, sloth and wrath. 
 

Christmas, my child, is love in 

action. Every time we love, every 

time we give, it's Christmas. 

CAPEL LIBANUS 
CHAPEL 

 
 

Oedfaon y Sul am 10 
o'r gloch y bore ag 

Ysgol Sul y plant yn ystod yr Oedfa.  Un Oedfa 
Gymun y mis a'r Suliau yn amrywio. 
 
 

Gweithgareddau'r hydref a'r gaeaf ar waith.  
Plant yr Ysgol Sul wedi dathlu'r cynhaeaf a dod 
a'u rhoddion o reis, pasta a tinniau o gig a 
physgod, hefyd yr oedolion a ffrindiau wedi 
ychwanegu at y cynyrch yn barod i'w hanfon i 
blant bach Dorohoi eleni eto.  Y Gymdeithas 
wedi ail-ddechrau a nosweithiau amrywiol 
wedi'i trefnu.  Byddant yn gorffen yn Rhagfyr ac 
yn ail gychwyn tua mis Mawrth i osgoi tywydd 
rhewllyd.  Cawsom gyfle i addoli yn Oedfa 
Undebol Cymdeithas Gristnogol Gymraeg 
Llanelli a'r Cylch am yr eildro eleni.  Daeth 
llawer o Eglwysi Llanelli a Phorth Tywyn 
ynghyd yng Nghapel Als ar 21 Hydref 2012 a 
phump o'r Eglwysi yn dewis cymryd rhan dan y 
testun “Dewch i rannu”.  Cafwyd oedfa 
fendithiol iawn a thros cant o fobl yn bresennol. 
 
 

Mae Oedfa Garolau Undebol Cymorth 
Cristnogol yn cyfarfod yn Libanus eleni at fore 
Sul, 2 Rhagfyr am 10.30. o'r gloch.  Estynnwn 
groseo cynnes iawn i bentrefwyr y Pwll, eu 
teuluoedd a'u ffrindiau i ddod i ganu carolau a 
pharatoi ar gyfer Gwyl y Geni.  Mae'r Oedfa 
arbennig hon yn rhoi cyfle i'r pentre cyfan gyd-
addoli. 
 
 

Wrth i'r cylchgrawn gael ei baratoi mae festri 
Libanus dan ei sang o anrhegion ar gyfer 
bocsis Nadolig y Plant, a phawb sydd am yn 
dod i bacio, fel bod plant bach tlawd Dorohoi yn 
cael anrheg eleni eto.  Diolch yn fawr am bob 
rhodd o nwyddau ac yn ariannol ac am roi o'ch 
amser. 
 
 

Mae plant yr Ysgol Sul yn prysur baratoi ar 
gyfer ei dathliad Nadolig ar Sul, 23 Rhagfyr a 
bydd 
 

Oedfa ar fore Nadolig am 9 o'r gloch. 
 
 

 
 

CYMORTH CHRISTNOGOL / 
CHRISTIAN AID. 

 
The United Carol Service will be held at 
Libanus Chapel this year on Sunday, 2nd  
December 2012 at 10.30.am. and there will be 
a Fair Trade stall selling goods and Christmas 
Cards in the vestry after the Service.  Please 
come and bring friends and family with you as 
this is an opportunity for the whole village to 
worship together.  Members of the three 
Churches will be taking part.  Bydd yn oedfa 
ddwy-ieithog fel arfer ac yn gyfle arbennig i 
gyd-addoli fel pentre.   If you would like to help 
or need further information on the work of 
Christian Aid the contact numbers are 01554 
772441 or 01554 758023 

 
ROMANIAN AID 

FOUNDATION (SOUTH 
WALES). 

 
It's a very big thank you once 

again for all the goods and clothes we have 
received during the last few months.  One very 
kind gentleman has telephoned offering 
spectacles but unfortunately we didn't have a 
telephone number to return his call.  If he would 
like to ring again we would be more than happy 
to collect them.  Thank you for thinking of us. 
 

The Harvest Thanksgiving donations of rice, 
pasta and tinned food have been exceptional – 
and we would like to thank the members, 
friends and families and the Sunday School 
children of both Libanus and Bethlehem for 
supporting the poor of Dorohoi again this year.  
Two extra collections have been made as we 
received clothes, shoes, toys and bedding from 
villagers and beyond.  We appreciate your 
concern for the poor families and the Downs 
Syndrome home.  At the beginning of 
November Libanus members and friends 
gathered in the vestry on a Friday afternoon to 
pack shoe boxes of Christmas Gifts for boys 
and girls between 5 and 9 years and 10 to 14 
years of age so that they have a parcel to open 
at Christmas.  (Even the covered shoe-boxes 
are treasured by the children.)  Our sincere 
thanks. 

 
 



HEDGEHOG CRISPS 

In 1981 an enterprising 

company introduced the 
people of Britain to Hedgehog 
Flavoured crisps. despite their 
name and the connotations 

that accompany such a name the crisps were a 
huge success. 
 
 

The crisps were actually flavoured, not with 
hedgehogs, but with pork fat.Printed on the 
reverse of the packed was “Savour all the 
flavour of traditional country fare cooked the old 
fashioned way without harming a single spike of 
a real hedgehog“.  
 
 

It wasn't long though before the manufacturers, 
Hedgehog Foods Limited, found themselves in 
court. The Office of Fair Trading had brought a 
charge of false advertising against them. 
 
 

In an attempt to retain the flavour, Hedgehog 
Foods Ltd contacted gypsies who had actually 
cooked and eaten hedgehog. From these 
discussions the company was able to duplicate 
thee flavour as closely as possible. The 
packaging was changed from "hedgehog 
flavoured" to "hedgehog flavour" thus satisfying 
all parties. 

 

 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 

THE BARBER'S POLE 

The barber's pole is a sign used by 

barbers to signify the place or shop 
where they perform their craft. The 
trade sign is, by a tradition dating 
back to the Middle Ages, a staff or 
pole with a helix of coloured stripes 
(red and white). 

 
 

The origin of the red and white barber pole is 
associated with the service of bloodletting 

and was historically a representation of 
bloody bandages wrapped around a pole. 
During medieval times, barbers performed 
surgery on customers, as well as tooth 
extractions. The original pole had a brass 
wash basin at the top (representing the 
vessel in which leeches were kept) and 
bottom (representing the basin that received 
the blood). The pole itself represents the 
staff that the patient gripped during the 
procedure to encourage blood flow.  
 
 

(Barber's poles in the USA and some other 
countries have coloured stripes of red, white 

and blue). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MRS BEETON 
 

According to Mrs 

Beeton in 1861 these 
were the items required 
for the kitchen of a 
family in the middle 
class of life…. 
 

Tea-kettle, Toasting-fork, Bread-grater, Pair of 
Brass Candlesticks, Teapot and Tray, Bottle-
jack, 2 Candlesticks, Candle-box, 6 Knives, 
Forks and Spoons, 2 Sets of Skewers, Meat-
chopper, Cinder-sifter, Coffee-pot, Colander, 3 
Block-tin Saucepans, 5 Iron Saucepans, Ditto 
and Steamer, Large Boiling-pot, 4 Iron 
Stewpans, Dripping-pan and Stand, Dustpan, 
Fish and Egg-slice, 2 Fish-kettles, Flour-box, 3 
Flat-irons, 2 Frying-pans, Gridiron [griddle], 
Mustard-pot, Salt-cellar, Pepper-box, Pair of 
Bellows, 3 Jelly-moulds, Plate-basket, Cheese-
toaster [fork], Coal-shovel, Wood Meat-screen.  
Total cost: £8 11s 1d 

Post your parcels early. It gives 

the post office more time to 

lose them in time for Christmas. 

 

Gifts of time and love are surely 

the basic ingredients of a truly 

merry Christmas. 

MEET THE POLICING TEAM 
 

Introducing the Police Officers who patrol the 
streets of Hengoed Ward. You’ll see both 
patrolling the streets of Pwll. If you need any 
assistance or advice please don’t hesitate to 
speak to them as they walk their beat. 

 
 

PC Alison Howells 840 
 

PC 840 Alison Howells 

joined Dyfed Powys 
Police in 2001 as an 
admin assistant in the 
Criminal Justice 
Department. From there 
she became a PCSO 

based in Felinfoel Police station in 2004 before 
becoming a regular police officer in March 
2006. Alison has been stationed in Llanelli 
since joining, and after the birth of her first 
daughter she joined the Neighbourhood 
Policing team in November 2011. Alison began 
working on the Elli/Lliedi ward but has recently 
moved to cover Hengoed Ward alongside 
PCSO Dan Brown. 
 
 

 
PCSO Dan Brown 8017 
 

PCSO Dan Brown 

joined Dyfed Powys 
Police in April 2006, 
where he started in the 
Force Communication 
Centre at Police 
Headquarters as a call 

handler - taking 999 emergency calls and 101 
non-emergency calls. He also joined as a 
Special Constable in October 2006 serving in 
Ammanford police station. Dan took up the post 
of PCSO in October 2008 covering the 
Llandysul area of Ceredigion. He transferred in 
October 2009 to Llanelli where he now covers 
the Hengoed ward which includes the areas of 
Sandy, Furnace and Pwll. 
 

 
 

 

 
LOCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING  
 

SAFER LLANELLI INITIATIVE 
 
ACT NOW - DON'T BECOME A VICTIM OF CRIME 

The Initiative is aimed at making Llanelli a safer place to work, 
visit and live. By working together with you we hope to create 
new ways of working and deliver a policing response that 
tackles the biggest concerns of our local community. 

 
1 - Close and lock all doors and windows during 
the night or when away from home. 
 

2 - Put keys in a safe place out of reach 
from windows and doors but accessible in 
case of fire.  
 

3 - Ensure valuables are out of sight, both in 
your home and shed. 
 

4 - Close curtains / blinds and leave a light 
on if you’re out for the evening. 
 

5 - Set a burglar alarm. 
 

6 - Ensure that back or side gates are closed and 
locked. 
 

7 - Treat your shed or outbuilding like your 
house. Lock it at all times. 
 

8 - Gardening and DIY equipment (spades and 
ladders) are often used as tools to break into 
your property. Always ensure they are locked 
away. 
 

9 - Install outside security lighting; keep 
hedges trimmed and boundary fences at a 
height that will allow natural surveillance.  
 

10 - Be vigilant. Report any suspicious 
behaviour to Police immediately. Recording 
vehicle number plates, clothing and 
descriptions of suspicious persons greatly 
assists Police in catching criminals. 

 
 

 



LOCAL 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
POLICING TEAMS 

Local Neighbourhood 

Policing Teams hold regular 
Partners and Communities 

Together (PACT) meetings in our area. PACT 
meetings are a chance to discuss problems in 
our community and help to set the priorities for 
local police action. Our meeting (HELP - 
Hengoed, Elli, Lleidi wards) is held in Llanelli 
Town Hall on the second Wednesday every two 
months as follows: 

 

December 12th @ 6:30 
February    13th @ 6:30 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend the meetings 
and contribute towards the setting of police 
priority actions for the area.  
 
Updated notes from the previous meeting of 
Local Neighbourhood Policing Teams for 
Hengoed ward: 
 

Anti Social Behavior in Parks: 
 

Eleven stop checks have been made in the 
Sandy Water Park area with others being given 
words of advice regarding drinking and littering 
in the area.  Alcohol taken from those underage 
has been confiscated. A16 the mobile Police 
Station has been used to provide a high visible 
presence within the hot spot areas with foot 
patrols concentrating on areas youths 
congregate and provide public reassurance.  
No calls have been received regarding ASB in 
the parks. Intelligence log has been submitted 
regarding the youths gathering in this area for 
officers to target. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OWL – A NEW POLICE INITIATIVE 
 

 
Dyfed Powys Police are currently introducing 

a new message service for the communities of 
Carmarthenshire. As part of Carmarthenshire 
Police’s continuing commitment to 
Neighbourhood Policing this service is being 
piloted in Carmarthenshire.  
 

The Online Watch Link (OWL) is a two way 
initiative that allows the police to pass relevant 
messages to the community, and encourage 
the community to respond to the messages. 
Messages can be of a crime prevention nature 
or to let you know of a notable incident that has 
occurred that may be of interest to yourself or 
your business. 
 

This Online Watch Link is FREE and can 
decide the method of communication utilised. It 
is possible to receive the message via your 
home phone, a mobile phone via a text 
message or alternatively via e-mail to your 
home or work place. 
 

For more information please contact: 
 

Brian Jones – Crime Reduction Co-ordinator 
Ammanford Police Station 
Tel: 101 / ext 27465 
Brian.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 

 
 
 

 
TRIVIA 

- trifles, inessentials 
 

This word derives from 

the Latin for 
'crossroads' : tri + via, which means three 
streets. In ancient times, at an intersection of 
three streets in Rome, there would be a type of 
kiosk where ancillary information was listed. 
You might be interested in it, you might not, 
hence they were bits of trivia.  

 
(Source: Scorpio Tales) 

The merry family gatherings – the old, 

the very young; the strangely lovely 

way they harmonise in carols sung. For 

Christmas is tradition time – traditions 

that recall the precious memories down 

the years, the sameness of them all. 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 

 
Hi Editor, 

 
Not long now! I’ll be leaving the North 
Pole for my long trip on Christmas Eve, 
to visit all the boys and girls in Pwll. 
Even though it’s a long journey I am 
really looking forward to it.   
 

 

Mrs Clause and I have been checking 
with the elves to see which boys and girls 
have been naughty and which ones have 
been good.  
 
 

You boys and girls might like to know 
that the elves have been working very hard 
this year making all the toys and special 
gifts for everyone who has been good 
throughout the year. 
 
 

I must go now and get ready for my big 
trip around the world. Be sure to go to 
bed early on Christmas Eve, because I 
only stop by when boys and girls are fast 
asleep in their beds. The reindeers and I 
will try to be very quiet when we land on 
your roof, and if you can, please leave us 
a little treat by the Christmas tree. A 
carrot for Rudolf and a mince pie for me 
would be just great. 
 
Merry Christmas 
 

Santa 
 

 
 

PWLL ATHLETIC F.C. 
 

League positions as at 20th October 
2012 

 
First Division P W D L GD Pts 

Pontlliw 7 5 1 1 +11 16 

West End United 5 5 0 0 +31 15 

Trostre 5 4 0 1 +16 12 

Burry Port  6 3 2 1 +09 11 

Pwll 8 3 2 3 +  1 11 
Caerbryn 6 3 1 2 +12 10 

Killay 5 3 1 1 +05  10  

Felinfoel 6 2 1 3 -  4   7 

Tumble 6 2 1 3 -  4   7 

Llangennech 7 1 1 5 -21   4 

Pontarddulais 6 0 0 6 -12   0 

*Llanstephan 5 0 0 5 -44  -2 

       

Reserve Division 2 P W D  L GD Pts 

Penllergaer 8 6 1 1 +21 19 

Killay 8 6 0 2 +23 18 

Abergwili 7 6 0 1 +17 18 

Kidwelly 6 5 1 2 +08 16 

Burry Port 9 4 0 5 +  2 12 

Llandeilo 7 4 0 3 -  1 12 

West End United 8 3 2 3 -  8 11 

Tumble 7 3 1 3 -  8 10 

Pontarddulais 8 2 0 6 -16   6 

Caerbryn 7 2 0 5 -18   6 

Gorseinon 7 1 0 6 -11   3 

Pwll  6 0 1 5 -  9   1 
* = Points Deducted 

    

THE LISTTHE LISTTHE LISTTHE LIST    
 
 

OVERSEAS DESTINATIONS  
FOR UK HONEYMOON COUPLES 

 
1 Thailand             2 Maldives 
3 Dubai                  4 Malaysia 
5 Sri Lanka            6 USA 
7 Mauritius             8 Bali 
9 Egypt                 10 Australia 

 



THE TWELVE 
GRAPES OF 

LUCK 
 

The Twelve 

Grapes of luck (Spanish: Las doce uvas de la 
suerte) is a Spanish tradition that dates back 
from at least 1895 but become consolidated in 
1909. In December of that year, some 
alicantese vine growers popularised this 
custom to better sell huge amounts of grapes 
from an excellent harvest. 
 

The tradition consists in eating a grape with 
each bell strike at midnight of December 31. 
According to the tradition, that leads to a year 
of prosperity. In some areas, it is believed that 
the tradition wards away witches and general 
evil. Each grape is eaten with each beat of the 
bell. 
 

The twelve grapes are linked to the Puerta del 
Sol tower clock, where this tradition started and 
from where the change of year is always 
broadcast. 
 

This tradition was adopted also by places with a 
broad cultural relation with Spain such as 
Mexico and other Latin American countries, as 
well as Hispanic communities in the United 
States. Countries as far as the Philippines have 
adopted the tradition. 

 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRINCH 
RESEARCHERS 

 

Researchers with too much 

time on their hands, or inflated 
budgets, will find any reason 

to create a syndrome.  
 

Christmas Tree Syndrome is the latest affliction 
being used as an excuse not to like Christmas, 
or mope around and act likes a Grinch.  
 

According to a new study, a number of ailments 
are being attributed to Christmas trees in 
homes, including wheezing, coughing, lethargy 
and insomnia.  
 

This is because mould growing on trees can 
cause problems when it is breathed in. 
 

There you go, another reason to hate 
Christmas. Slow handclap for the researchers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS       TIMECHRISTMAS       TIMECHRISTMAS       TIMECHRISTMAS       TIME    
 

Where have you been past Christmas time? 

Did you not hear the church bells chime? 
 

Have you not yet seen that all around 
Lies deep crisp snow upon the ground? 

 

The Holly and Ivy from ceilings hang 
And late last night sweet angels sang 

 

So many months since we saw your face 
And you've been missed by every race 

 

Now is the time for love and mirth 
As it was on our dear Lord's birth 

 

So let's join hands and let us sing 
To bless the good his birth did bring 

 

Let us loudly make that joyous call 
A Merry Christmas to one and all! 

 

(Leslie de la Haye   ©  ) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The best of all gifts around any 

Christmas tree: the presence of a 

happy family all wrapped up in each 

other. 

It is the spirit of brotherhood in the 

cheer of Christmas that makes it so 

glorious. Brotherliness is but the 

manifestation of the spirit of Christ. 

Our hearts grow tender with childhood 

memories and love of kindred, and we 

are better throughout the year for 

having, in spirit, become a child again 

at Christmas-time. 

ALL DRINKS ARE 
NOT CREATED 

EQUAL 

The calories in alcohol 

are ‘empty calories’ – they have no nutritional 
value. Most alcoholic drinks contain traces of 
vitamins and minerals, but not usually in 
amounts that make any significant contribution 
to our diet. 
 

Type:                                       Calories 
 

Guinness   1 pt 233  
Worthington Bitter  1 pt 176 
Newcastle Brown  1 pt 227  
Carling Lager  1 pt 187  
Stella Artois  1 pt 256  
Kronenbourg 1664  1 pt 244  
Fosters   1 pt 193  
Strongbow  1 pt 182  
Magners   1 pt 233  
Red Wine (14%)  1 bot 510  
White Wine (12%)  1 bot 555  
Rose Wine (12%)  1 bot 533  
Gin    1 tot   52  
Vodka   1 tot   52  
White Rum  1 tot   53  
Red Rum   1 tot   61  
Whiskey   1 tot   61  
Coca Cola  1 can 142  
Pepsi Cola  1 can 150  

(www.drinkaware.co.uk) 
 
 

PRODUCT INSTRUCTIONS 
 

On a bag of Crisps: You could be a winner! 

No purchase necessary. Details inside. 

On a bar of soap: 

"Directions: Use like regular 
soap." (and that would be 

how???....) 
 

On a frozen dinner packet:: "Serving 

suggestion: Defrost." (but, it is "just" a suggestion). 
 

On a Japanese food processor: 

"Not to be used for the other use." (Now, 

somebody out there, help me on this. I'm a bit curious.) 
 

On a Korean kitchen knife: Warning: keep 

out of children. (Or pets! What's for dinner?) 

In a Philips washing machine 

instruction manual :  If the main 
fuse blows, insert a fuse of a 
larger rating. (What if it still blows 

250 ampere - brass nails?) 
 

On a self assembly radio kit: 

Warning: Do not open the cabinet door until all 

the modules have been installed. (How are we 

supposed to get them in there?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE YULE LOG 
 

Come bring the noise, 

My merry, merry boys, 

The Christmas log to the firing; 

While my good dame, she 

Bids ye all be free, 

And drink to your heart's desiring. 
 

With the last year's brand 

Light the new block, and 

For good success in his spending, 

On your psalteries play, 

That sweet luck may 

Come while the log is a teending. 
 

Drink now the strong beer, 

Cut the white loaf here, 

The while the meat is a shredding 

For the rare mince-pie 

And the plums standing by, 

To fill the paste that's a kneeding. 

 
(Robert Herrick 1591 - 1674) 

 

Dear Santa, If you leave a new bike 

under the Christmas tree I will give 

you the antidote to the poison I put 

in the milk. Love Timmy 



SOME      UNUSUAL      FACTS SOME      UNUSUAL      FACTS SOME      UNUSUAL      FACTS SOME      UNUSUAL      FACTS 

ABOUT      CHRISTMASABOUT      CHRISTMASABOUT      CHRISTMASABOUT      CHRISTMAS    
 

Christmas is all about gifts, snow and Santa 
Claus. However, there are certain facts about 
Christmas that you might not know and 
probably wouldn’t even want to! 
 
 

THE MYRRH TREE - Everyone is aware of the 
fact that Jesus 
received myrrh as a 
gift from the magi, 
which is basically 
tree sap that is 

dried out. What people don’t know is that the 
first myrrh tree came into being because 
Myrrha was indulging in sexual activities with 
her father and once her father realised it, he 
tried to kill her. However, she escaped and was 
turned into a tree. 
 

THE CAGANER - Every nativity set consists  of 
Mary, Joseph and the 
baby Jesus. Animals, 
shepherds and other 
figures often surround the 
family. In Italy and Spain, 
one figure will be that of 
the caganer who will be 
placed away from the 
manger and will be seen 
defecating. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS - Saint Nicholas, also 
known as Santa Claus, is known to have 
brought three children back to life. These 
children were staying with a butcher who 
murdered and pickled them. He then tried to 
serve the meat as pork but good old Santa 
came by and resuscitated the poor children. 
There are several paintings of Saint Nicholas 
wherein some children will be seen standing 
around in tubs.  Now you know why! 
 

WASSAILING - Wassailing is the term given to 
those who knock on doors and sing traditional 
Christmas songs. The hosts then give them 
some cookies and warm milk. However, many 
people don’t know that the original wassailers 
were aggressive and would forcibly enter 
homes and compel the hosts to give them food. 
If you find this difficult to believe, just go 

through the lyrics of We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas – ‘Now bring us some figgy pudding, 
we won’t go until we get some’. 
 

KNECHT RUPERCHT AND THE CHRISTMAS 
CAT - Knecht Rupercht is among the many 
companions of Saint Nicholas. He is known to 
punish those who have been bad by taking 
them to a forest in a sack and eating them. 
Another legend says that if you do not buy new 
clothes on Christmas, the Christmas Cat will 
come and eat you alive. 
 

 KRAMPUS – is a 
Christmas cryptid of 
Austrian and Hungarian 
origin.  Krampus, often 
pictured as a horned and 
hooved demon figure with 
chains around his neck and 
hands, is said to travel the 

world alongside Santa on Christmas Eve.While 
well-behaved children are given gifts as they 
slumber, the naughty kids are roused from their 
sleep and “birched” – whipped with a birch 
switch - by Krampus, who then steals the gifts 
earmarked for these bad little girls and boys, 
keeping them for himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

 

A motorist was 

unknowingly caught in 
an automated speed 
trap that measured his 
speed using radar and 
photographed his car. 

He later received in the mail a ticket for $40 and 
a photo of his car. Instead of payment, he sent 
the police department a photograph of $40. 
Several days later, he received a letter from the 
police that contained another picture – a set of 
handcuffs. 

The merry family gatherings – 

The old, the very young; the 

strangely lovely way they 

harmonise in carols sung. 

CHRISTMAS   DID    YOU CHRISTMAS   DID    YOU CHRISTMAS   DID    YOU CHRISTMAS   DID    YOU 

KNOWKNOWKNOWKNOW    

Many of our Christmas 

traditions were 
celebrated centuries 
before the Christ child 
was born. The 12 days 
of Christmas, the bright 
fires, the yule log, the 

giving of gifts, carnivals with floats, carol 
singers who sing while going from house to 
house, the Christmas feasts, and the church 
processions can be traced back to the early 
Mesopotamians, Europeans and Romans. 
 

The word Advent comes from the Latin term 

"adventur", meaning arrival? 
 

 The character of Santa 

Claus is based on two 
Christmas legends: Saint 
Nicholas and Father 
Christmas. Saint Nicholas 
was the patron saint of 
children, who generously 
gave gifts to poor and 
orphaned young ones. 
Father Christmas was the spirit of good tidings. 
 

It takes an average of seven 

years for a Christmas tree to 
reach six feet tall? Some 
trees take as long as 15 years 
to grow to their harvesting 
height; others reach it in as 

little as four years. 
 

The tradition of kissing under 

the mistletoe dates back to the 
Middle Ages. Originally, the 
custom held that for each kiss 
under the mistletoe, one berry 
should be removed from the 
mistletoe branch. Once all the 

berries were removed, no more kissing was 
allowed! Couples avoid this prohibition today by 
dispensing with the berry removal tradition. 

The Italian tradition 

of the Feast of Seven 
Fishes is a 
celebration of the birth 
of the baby Jesus? In 
his honour, many 
Roman Catholics do 
not eat meat on 
Christmas Eve, 
enjoying instead a 
feast of seven 
seafood and shellfish 
dishes. The number seven signifies the number 
of days in which God created the universe. The 
Feast of Seven Fishes tradition originated in 
southern Italy and is still practiced there today, 
as well as by many Italian American families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE CANDY CANE 
 

The Christmas candy cane, shaped as a 

shepherds’ crook, represents the humble 
shepherds who were first to worship the 

new-born Christ. 
 

Legend has it that the candy cane was invented 
in 1670 by a choirmaster at the Cologne 
Cathedral who handed out the bent sugar sticks 
among children to keep them quiet during the 
long Living Crèche ceremony. 
 

 
 

 
HISTORY 

History. It can enlighten or shame, cause 

laughter and tears. You can’t bring it back or 
wish it away. Might as well enjoy it! As Elbert 
Hubbard once said, “History: gossip well told.” 
 

Christmas is most truly Christmas 

when we celebrate it by giving the 

light of love to those who need it 

most. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 
 

 
(Above:: Talbot Inn, Pwll – Photo: Mal Morgan : Courtesy of Les Ellington) 

 

 
This photograph of a dignified young man was taken in Flashmans Hotel, Rawalpindi, Pakistan 

in 1961. The young man? Harold ‘Commando’ Williams. 
 

CHRISTMAS     LIGHTSCHRISTMAS     LIGHTSCHRISTMAS     LIGHTSCHRISTMAS     LIGHTS    

When people back in the old days talked 

about Christmas lights, they meant the small, 
white candles on their trees. But today, people 
visualise electric lights in many colours.  
 

It all started with Edward H. Johnson, who was 
employed by Thomas Edison, as an inventor.  
 

During the months running up to Christmas in 
1882, he created 80 red, white, and blue 
electrical light bulbs. When Christmas came, he 
proudly presented a glimmering Christmas tree 
to the gawking public.  Thus was born the 
coloured lights for Christmas trees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE    GLASTONBURY THE    GLASTONBURY THE    GLASTONBURY THE    GLASTONBURY     

THORNTHORNTHORNTHORN    

The Glastonbury Thorn 

legend ties in Christ's death 
as well as the celebration of 
his birth. The legend goes 
that soon after the death of 
Christ, Joseph of Arimathea 

came to Britain to spread the message of 
Christianity.  
 

When he travelled there from the Holy Land he 
brought with him his staff. Being tired from his 
journey, he lay down to rest. In doing so, he 
pushed his staff into the ground beside him. 
When he awoke, he found that the staff had 
taken root and begun to grow and blossom. It is 
said he left it there and it has flowered every 
Christmas and every spring . 
 

 It is also said that a puritan, trying to cut down 
the tree, was blinded by a splinter of the wood 
before he could do so. The original thorn did 
eventually die but not before many cuttings had 
been taken. It is one of these very cuttings, 
which is in the grounds of Glastonbury Abbey 
today. 
 

THE    CHRISTMAS    ROSETHE    CHRISTMAS    ROSETHE    CHRISTMAS    ROSETHE    CHRISTMAS    ROSE    
 

A well known British plant, 

the Christmas rose, is a true 
Christmas flower. It is 
sometimes called the Snow 
or Winter Rose. It blooms in 

the depths of winter in the mountains of Central 
Europe. Legend links it with the birth of Christ 
and a little shepherdess named Madelon. 
 

As Madelon tented her sheep one cold and 
wintry night, wise men and other shepherds 
passed by the snow covered field where she 
was with their gifts for the Christ Child. The 
wise men carried the rich gifts of gold, myrrh 
and frankincense and the shepherds, fruits, 
honey and doves. Poor Madelon began to 
weep at the thought of having nothing, not even 
a simple flower for the Newborn King. An angel, 
seeing her tears, brushed away the snow 
revealing a most beautiful white flower tipped 
with pink - the Christmas rose.  
 

Also in central and northern Europe it is the 
custom to break off a branch of a cherry tree at 
the beginning of Advent and keep it in water in 
a warm room; the flowers should burst into 
bloom at Christmas time. 
 
 

ROSEMARYROSEMARYROSEMARYROSEMARY    
 

Rosemary is a Christmas plant. 

Though now it is used mainly to 
season food, during the Middle 
Ages it was spread on the floor at 
Christmas. As people walked on 

it, the fragrant smell arose filling the house. The 
story associated with the shrub is that Mary laid 
the garments of the Christ Child on its branches 
and caused it to have such a wonderful aroma. 
It is also said that rosemary is extremely 
offensive to evil spirits, thus, being well suited 
to the advent of their Conqueror. The name 
rosemary is given, too, an association to the 
Virgin Mary's name, making it all the more 
fitting for the Christmas season. 

 
 

Christmas is a race to see which 

gives out first – your money or your 

feet. 



 

CHRISTMAS     EATING     TIPSCHRISTMAS     EATING     TIPSCHRISTMAS     EATING     TIPSCHRISTMAS     EATING     TIPS    
 

1 - Avoid carrot 

sticks. Anyone who 
puts carrots on a 
Christmas buffet 
table knows nothing 
of the Christmas 

spirit. In fact, if you see carrots, leave 
immediately. Go next door, where they're 
serving rum balls. 
 

2 - Drink as much eggnog as you can - and 
quickly! Like fine single-malt scotch, it's rare. In 
fact, it's even rarer than single-malt scotch. You 
can't find it any other time of year but now. So 
drink up! Who cares that it has 10,000 calories 
in every sip? It's not as if you're going to turn 
into an eggnog-aholic or something. It's a treat. 
Enjoy it. Have one for me. Have two. It's later 
than you think. It's Christmas! 
 

3 - If something comes with gravy, use it. That's 
the whole point of gravy. Gravy does not stand 
alone. Pour it on. Make a volcano out of your 
mashed potatoes. Fill it with gravy. Eat the 
volcano. Repeat! 
 

4 - As for mashed potatoes, always ask if 
they're made with skim milk or whole milk. If it's 
skim, pass. Why bother? It's like buying a 
sports car with an automatic transmission. 
 

5 - Do not have a snack before going to a party 
in an effort to control your eating. The whole 
point of going to a Christmas party is to eat 
other people's food for free. Lots of it. Hello? 
 

6 - Under no circumstances should you 
exercise between now and New Year's. You 
can do that in January when you have nothing 
else to do. This is the time for long naps, which 
you'll need after circling the buffet table while 
carrying a 10-pound plate of food and that vat 
of eggnog. 
 

7 - If you come across something really good at 
a buffet table, like frosted Christmas biscuits in 
the shape and size of Santa, position yourself 
near them and don't budge. Have as many as 
you can before becoming the centre of 
attention. They're like a beautiful pair of shoes. 

If you leave them behind, you're never going to 
see them again. 
 

8 - Same for pies. Apple. Mincemeat. Or 
whatever. Have a slice of each. Or, if you don't 
like mincemeat, have two apples and one other. 
Always have three. When else do you get to 
have more than one dessert? Easter? 
 

9 - Did someone mention fruitcake? Granted, 
it's loaded with the mandatory celebratory 
calories, but avoid it at all cost. I mean, have 
some standards. 
 

10 - One final tip: If you don't feel terrible when 
you leave the party or get up from the table, 
you haven't been paying attention. Reread tips; 
start over, but hurry, January is just around the 
corner. 
 

(Courtesy of Nancy A) 

 
 
 

MOTTO TO LIVE BY 

Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with 

the intention of arriving safely in an attractive 
and well preserved body, but rather to skid in 
sideways, chocolate in one hand, martini in the 
other, body thoroughly used up, totally worn out 
and screaming "WOO HOO what a ride!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 

Heavenly Father, thank you 

for sending your Son to earth 
as a baby so many years 
ago.  
 

Thank you that He paid the 
punishment for my sins by 
dying on the cross. And thank 

you that He rose again to prove that death was 
truly defeated.  
 

I place my trust in You to be my Saviour. Guide 
me through the dark times of my life and give 
me courage to live for You. Amen 

 

DAI IN TESCO 
 

Dai was doing some 

Christmas shopping in 
Tesco when he noticed an old lady following 
him around. Thinking nothing of it, he ignored 
her and continued on. Finally he went to the 
checkout line, but she got in front of him. 
 

"Pardon me," she said, "I'm sorry if my staring 
at you has made you feel uncomfortable. It's 
just that you look just like my son, who recently 
emigrated to Australia leaving me sad and 
lonely." 
 

"I'm sorry," replied Dai, "is there anything I can 
do for you?" 
 

"Yes," she said, "As I'm leaving, can you say 
good bye Mam. It would make me feel so much 
better." 
 

"Sure I will," answered Dai. 
 

The old woman packed her bags and started to 
push her trolley toward the exit. Dai called out, 
"Goodbye, Mam!" 
 

Dai put his few items on the checkout belt for 
the assistant to scan the goods. She then 
asked Dai for £102.54. 
 

"How can that be?" he asked, "I only purchased 
a few things!" 
 

“Your mother said that you would pay for her," 
said the cashier.  

 
 
 
MERGER 

Continuing the current trend of 

large-scale mergers and 
acquisitions, it was announced today 
at a press conference that Christmas 
and Hanukkah would merge. An 
industry source said that the deal 
had been in the offing for about 1300 
years.  
 

While details were not available at 
press time, it is believed that the 
overhead cost of having twelve days 
of Christmas and eight days of 
Hanukkah was becoming prohibitive 

for both sides. By combining forces, we're told, 
the world will be able to enjoy consistently high-
quality service during the Fifteen Days of 
Chrismukkah, as the new holiday is being 
called. 
 

Massive layoffs are expected, with lords a-
leaping and maids a-milking being the hardest 
hit. As part of the conditions of the agreement, 
the letters on the dreidel, currently in Hebrew, 
will be replaced by Latin, thus becoming 
unintelligible to a wider audience.  
 

Also, instead of translating to "A great miracle 
happened there," the message on the dreidel 
will be the more generic "Miraculous stuff 
happens." In exchange, it is believed that Jews 
will be allowed to use Santa Claus and his vast 
merchandising resources for buying and 
delivering their gifts.  
 

One of the sticking points holding up the 
agreement for at least three hundred years was 
the question of whether Jewish children could 
leave milk and mince pies for Santa. A 
breakthrough came last year, when Mr Kipling’s 
mince pies were finally declared to be Kosher. 
All sides appeared happy about this.  

 
 

THE WATCHDOG 
 

 

Tonight's my first night as a watchdog,  

And here it is Christmas Eve.  
The children are sleeping all cosy upstairs,  
While I'm guardin' the stockin's and tree. 

 

What's that now - footsteps on the rooftop?  
Could it be a cat or a mouse?  
Who's this down the chimney?  

A thief with a beard-  
And a big sack for robbin' the house? 

 

I'm barkin', I'm growlin', I'm bitin' his butt.  
He howls and jumps back in his sleigh.  

I scare his strange horses, they leap in the air.  
I've frightened the whole bunch away. 

 

Now the house is all peaceful and quiet again.  
The stockin's are safe as can be.  

Won't the kiddies be glad when they wake up 
tomorrow  

And see how I've guarded the tree. 
 

(Written by Shel Silverstein) 



A SAILOR'S 
LETTER 

 

When Louis XVIII 

of France was 
obliged to quit the 
continent he took 
refuge in England. 
He landed at 

Yarmouth from the Swedish frigate, Freya, and 
was rowed ashore by a crew from H.M.S. 
Majestic. As a show of gratitude to the sailors 
he left fifteen guineas so that the sailors could 
'drink his health'. The honest tars, in obedience 
to an order, which had formerly been issued on 
the subject of taking money from strangers, 
refused to avail themselves of this gift and sent 
the following letter to the Admiral: 
 

'MAJESTIC, 6th day of November 1807 
 

PLEASE YOUR HONOUR, 
 

We holded a talk about that there £15 that was 
sent us, and hope no offence, your honour. We 
don't like to take it, because, as how, we knows 
fast enuff, that it was the true king of France 
that went with your honour in the boat, and that 
he and our own noble king, God bless 'em both, 
and give every one his right, is good friends 
now; and besides that, your honour gived an 
order, long ago, not to take any money from no 
body, and we never did take none; and Mr. 
Leneve, that steered your honour and that there 
king, says he won't have no hand in it, and so 
does Andrew Young, the proper coxen; and we 
hopes no offence—so we all, one and all, begs 
not to take it at all. So no more at present 
 

From your honour's dutiful servants.' 
 

(SIGNED) 'Andrew Young, Coxen,; James 
Mann; Lewis Bryan; James Lord; James Hood; 
W. Edwards; Jan. Holshaw; Thomas Laurie; 
Thomas Siminers; Thomas Kesane; Simon 
Duft; W. Fairclough; John Cherchil; Thomas 
Laurence; Jacob Gabriel; William Muzzy.' 
 
 

 
 
 

HISTORY HISTORY HISTORY HISTORY      OF       THE      OF       THE      OF       THE      OF       THE 

CHRISTMAS      CRACKERCHRISTMAS      CRACKERCHRISTMAS      CRACKERCHRISTMAS      CRACKER    

In many ways the history of the Christmas 

cracker sounds like a Christmas tale. In fact, 
the invention of the Christmas Cracker is the 
story of a man's creativity and determination. 
It's the true story of an innovative businessman. 
Tom Smith is said to have started as a 
confectioner's apprentice in around 1835. By 
that time he was around 12, which was a 
normal age to start work in Victorian times. On 
a trip to Paris in 1840, he discovered nicely-
wrapped-up sugared almond bonbons. The 
confectioner decided to sell similarly wrapped 
up sweets in London. The bonbons were 
popular, but not quite as much as the 
confectioner hoped. In the early 1850s, Tom 
Smith was anxious to develop his idea further 
and decided to add a small love motto to the 
bonbon. However, Tom Smith was still not 
happy with his marketing idea and wanted to 
make it even more appealing. 
 

In about 1860, 
it was the crack 
of a burning log 
that inspired 
him to add the 

"crackle" 
element to his 

crackers. 
Thanks to a chemically treated strip within the 
cracker, which is called snap, the cracker 
makes a loud noise when it is pulled apart. Tom 
Smith purchased the idea of the chemically 
treated strip from a chemist called Tom Brown. 
At first these bon bons were called "cosaques", 
but shortly afterwards they became known as 
crackers. Unluckily, Tom's "cracker idea" was 
imitated by other confectioners and so a year 
later he came up with the idea to replace the 
sweet with a small present. When Thomas 
Smith died in 1869 his business was carried on 
by his wife Martha and his children. His son 
Walter Smith added the paper hat in the early 
1900s. Finally, by the end of the 1930s the love 
mottos had been replaced by corny Christmas 
jokes. Today the Christmas Crackers are more 
popular than ever and a Christmas in Britain is 
unimaginable without crackers. 

 

 

 

You know you’re getting old, when 

Santa starts looking younger. 
 

HOW MANY 
STATES 

MAKE UP THE 
USA? 

You’d be wrong if 
you thought it was 

50. Now read on and see why… 

It is merely a technicality, but there are actually 

just forty six. Virginia, Kentucky, Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts are all officially 
Commonwealths. This grants them no special 
constitutional powers; they simply chose the 
word to describe themselves at the end of the 
war of independence. Virginia, named after the 
‘Virgin’ Queen Elizabeth I, was one of the 
original 13 states (hence the 13 stripes on the 
flag) and the first of the states to declare itself a 
Commonwealth, in 1776. Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts followed suit shortly afterwards, 
and Kentucky, which was formally a county of 
Virginia, became a Commonwealth in 1792.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

A KNIGHTS CODE 
OF CHIVALRY 

As described by the Duke of 
Burgundy (14th century) 

 
 

� Faith  

� Charity  

� Justice  

� Sagacity  

� Prudence  

� Temperance  

� Resolution  

� Truth  

� Liberality  

� Diligence  

� Hope 

� Valour 

VISIONS PAST 
 

The Christmas tree was real 

That heavy tinsel, special feel 
So many lights, in sparkling view 
Glass ornaments, hung neatly too 

An angel perched, atop it all 
Seen shining down, it did not fall 
The tree was watered in its stand 

It’s special smell, came on so grand. 
 

Nativity, was always perched 
In middle window, all would search 

Side windows dressed with candlelight 
I‘d check the view, from sidewalk sight 

All was right, this child felt sure 
A special time, lived in his door 
I thank you God, for visions past 

Which come alive, to hold and grasp. 
 

(©2000Roger J. Robicheau) 

 
 

    CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTMMMMAAAASSSS    

TREE TREE TREE TREE 

BLESSINGBLESSINGBLESSINGBLESSING    
 

Holy Creator of Trees, bless with your abundant 
grace this our Christmas tree as a symbol of 
joy.  
 

May its evergreen branches be a sign of your 
never-fading promises. 
 

May its colourful lights and ornaments call us 
to decorate with love our home and our world.  
 

May the gifts that surround this tree 
be symbols of the gifts we have received 
from the Tree of Christ’s Cross.  
 

Holy Christmas tree within our home, may Joy 
and Peace come and nest in your branches 
and in our hearts.  
 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What do you get if you cross a tin 

opener, a vampire and a cricket 

team? - An opening bat! 

 

How many chimneys does Santa go 

down?  -  Stacks! 



 
 

CHRISTMAS 
CRACKER JOKES 

 
 
Q.  How do you know Santa has to be a 
man?  
A.  No woman is going to wear the same outfit 
year after year. 
 
Q. Why is Christmas just like a day at the 
office?  
A. You do all the work and the fat guy with the 
suit gets all the credit. 
 
Q.  What do monkeys sing at Christmas ?  
A. Jungle Bells, Jungle bells! 
 
Q. What do you give a train driver for 
Christmas?  
A. Platform shoes! 
 
Q. What did the big candle say to the little 
candle?  
A. I'm going out tonight! 
 
Q. What is the best thing to put into a 
Christmas cake?  
A. Your teeth! 
 
Q. What did Adam say on the day before 
Christmas?  
A. It's Christmas, Eve! 
 
Q. What do you have in December that you 
don't have in any other month?  
A. The letter "D"! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q. What do snowmen wear on their heads?  
 

 
 
 
Q. How can a snowman lose weight? 
A. He waits until it gets warmer! 
 
Q. What do snowmen eat for breakfast?  
A. Snowflakes. 
 
Q. What goes red white red white red white?  
A. Father Christmas rolling down a hill! 
 
Q. What do you call a man who claps at 
Christmas?  
A. Santapplause! 
 
Q. What is Father Christmas' wife called?  
A. Mary Christmas! 
 
Q. What do you call Santa Claus when he 
doesn't move?  
A. Santa Pause! 
 
Q. How many presents can Santa fit into an 
empty sack?  
A. Only one - after then it is not empty any 
more.  
 
Q. What king is the children's favorite at 
Christmas time?  
A. A stocking! 
 
Q. What kind of bird can write?  
A. A pen-guin! 
 
Q. Why does Santa have 3 gardens?  
A. So he can ho-ho-ho. 
 
 
 

Q. Why did Robin Hood steal from the rich?  
A. Because the poor didn't have any! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Bônau Cabbage Patch is published and issued by The Pwll Action Committee. The editors are: Peter Kent (53 Pwll Road - 755260) & 
Jeff Williams (81 Pwll Road - 777420). Please submit your reports, articles etc to either editor or any other committee member. Hand written 
reports are OK – we’ll type them up for you. Please ensure you include your name, address and telephone number so we can contact you 

just in case we need clarification or we can’t read your writing! You can also contact the magazine by e-mail at:  
pwllmag@gmail.com 

 Closing date for submissions of articles, reports etc for the winter edition is 24
th
 January 2013 - amended adverts by 20

th
 January 2013. 

 

Any views and opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Pwll Action Committee. 
http://www.pwllmag.co.uk 

 

Copyright exists on all articles and photographs published in this magazine. All photos copyrighted © by their respective owners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Both photos were  taken in 2000 - The year the National Eisteddfod was held in Llanelli. 
Above: Pwll is in the background but notice the bus travelling on the Millennium Cycle Path 

Below: The picture shows the huge caravan park that was created to take all the visitors who came to 
the Eisteddfod (photos by Jackie and Gaynor Rees) 

 
 


