
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 
 

 
  Cilynaenllwyd  Front Gardens 1940’s                                                             (Pic: Elaine Unstead) 
 



Christmas is a magical time. As children we 

love the excitement of Christmas. As adults we 
appreciate the focus of our lives changing  - to 
the giving of ourselves to others. This 
Christmas edition of the Bônau Cabbage Patch 
is for the young as well as the old as we 
celebrate the birth of Christ and our children's 
magical view of Christmas which most of us still 
carry deep down inside. 
 

We wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 
 

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda. 

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

We would like to welcome our new sponsors 

to the magazine and hope that our association 
will be a long and enjoyable one.  
 

We would also like to express our thanks and 
gratitude to all our sponsors without whose 
generous contributions this edition of the 
magazine would not have been possible. 
 

We ask our readers to patronise our sponsors 
whenever possible and please mention the 
Bônau Cabbage Patch when you make your 
purchases.  

 

 
WE’RE ON THE WEB 

 

Don’t forget that you can 

view all previous editions of 
the magazine on the web. We 

also have over 500 old and new photographs of 
interest to Pwll residents there. Take a look by 
pointing your browser to: 
 

www.pwllmag.co.uk 

 

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or The 

Pwll Action Committee please call 755665 or 
755260 or 777420 or drop your articles or 
reports through our letterboxes at 43 or 53 or 
81 Pwll Road or you can send us e-mail at:  
 

pwllmag@gmail.com 
 

Any photographs we use are first scanned and 
then the originals are returned to their rightful 
owners so don’t be shy or fearful in sending us 
your photographs. It would be handy though if 
you wrote your name and address on the back 
of the photo (in pencil) or you attached one of 
those ‘post-it-notes’. 
 
 
 

PWLL RESIDENTS & 
TENANTS 

ASSOCIATION 
 

The Pwll Residents 

Association meet @ 6:30 pm on the last 
Monday of every month in the vestry of 
Bethlehem Chapel. 
 

Do please go along as everyone is welcome to 
express their views and thoughts on what they 
think should be improved in the village. 
 

 
 

BÔNAU DEADLINES 

The deadline for the spring 

edition of The Bônau 
Cabbage Patch is 24th 

January 2016 for your articles or reports or 20th 
January 2016 for any amendments to your 
advert. 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

 

The U.S., Burma, and Liberia are the only 

countries in the world that have not officially 
adopted the metric system as the standard of 
measurement. 

 

 

Christmas spells out love, hope and 

joy. Pass it on to everyone in your 

life. 

 

The local police rely on 

us, the public to come forward and provide 
them with information so they can provide a 
better service. It also keeps them in the loop of 
what is really going on in our community. You 
can contact them in several ways, all are 
confidential, and each will be investigated. You 
can notify them either by telephone, email, 
Bobby Box etc. as follows: - PCSO 8017 Dan 
Brown telephone number 101 or e-mail 
dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk. You 
can also follow Dyfed Powys Police on Twitter 
at www.twitter.com/dafyddP or be their friend 
on Facebook at 

 
www.facebook.com/dafyddP 

 

 
 
 
 

HENGOED BEAT 
SURGERY  

Meetings are held weekly as 

follows: 
  

 
 
 

Pwll Pavillion – Wednesdays 11am-12 noon 
 
Graig College – Thursdays 5pm-6pm. 
 
Furnace Rugby Club – Thursdays 6.30pm-
7.30pm 
 
Sandpiper – Fridays 3pm-4pm. 

 
 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend the meetings 
and contribute. 
 

 
DIARY DATES 

 
 

 
Dec 21   First Day of Winter 
Dec 21   Shortest Day 
Dec 24   Early to Bed Night 
Dec 25   Christmas Day 
Dec 26   Boxing Day 
Jan 01   New Year’s Day 
Jan 06   Epiphany (12th Night) 
Jan 25   Burns Night 
Feb 08  Chinese New Year 
Feb 09   Shrove Tuesday  
Feb 10  Ash Wednesday 
Feb 14   St Valentine’s Day 
Mar 01   St David’s Day 
Mar 06   Mother’s Day 
Mar 17   St Patrick’s Day 
Mar 20   Equinox 
Mar 20  Palm Sunday 
Mar 25  Good Friday 
Mar 27  Easter Sunday 
Mar 28  Easter Monday 

 
 
 

PWLL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH & 
POLICING TEAM 

 

 
The Neighbourhood Watch & Policing Team 

hold regular meetings in Pwll Pavilion so that 
the public can meet them and discuss their 
problems and concerns.  
 

Meetings (open to all) are held every 
Wednesday between 11am - noon 
 

Your local neighbourhood watch co-ordinator is 
John Edwards. You can contact John on 
775534. You can contact your local Police 
Community Support Officer Dan Brown by 
phoning 101 or by e-mail at::  

 

dan.brown@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
 

Alternatively you can contact PC 1092 Michelle 
Fuge or PCSO 8005 Eira Jones by phoning 101 
or by e-mail at: 
 

michelle.fuge@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 

 

May this Christmas season bring your 

closer to all those that you treasure 

in your heart. 



 A VISIT FROM 
SANTA 

Late on Christmas 

Eve I sank back, tired 
but content, into my 
easy chair. The kids 
were in bed, the gifts 
were wrapped, the 
sherry and mince pie 
waited by the fireplace 
for Santa. As I sat 

back admiring the tree with its decorations, I 
couldn't help but feel that something was 
missing. It wasn't long before the tiny twinkly 
tree lights lulled me to sleep. I don't know how 
long I slept, but all of a sudden I knew that I 
wasn't alone.  

I opened my eyes and you can imagine my 
surprise when I saw Santa Claus himself 
standing next to my Christmas tree. He was 
dressed all in fur from his head to his foot just 
as the poem described him. But he was not the 
"jolly old elf" of Christmas legend. The man who 
stood before me looked sad and disappointed. 
And there were tears in his eyes.  

"Santa, what's wrong?" I asked. "Why are you 
crying?” 

Santa reached into his bag and pulled out a tiny 
Christmas tree and set it on my mantle. "Teach 
them about the Christmas tree. This evergreen 
tree with its unchanging colour represents the 
hope of eternal life in Jesus”.  

Santa reached into his bag again and pulled out 
a shiny star and placed it at the top of the small 
tree. "The star was the heavenly sign of 
promise. God promised a Saviour for the world 
and the star was the sign of the fulfilment of that 
promise on the night that Jesus Christ was 
born. Teach the children that God always fulfils 
His promises and that wise men still seek Him." 

"Red," said Santa, "is the first colour of 
Christmas." He pulled forth a red ornament for 
the tiny tree. "Red is deep, intense, vivid. It is 
the colour of the life-giving blood that flows 
through our veins. It is the symbol of God's 
greatest gift. Teach the children that Christ 
gave His life and shed His blood for them that 
they might have eternal life. When they see the 
colour red it should remind them of that most 
wonderful gift." 

Santa placed a candle on the mantle and lit it. 
The soft glow from its one tiny flame brightened 

the room. "The glow of the candle represents 
how man can show his thanks for the gift of 
God's son that Christmas Eve long ago. Teach 
the children to follow in Christ's footsteps. To go 
about doing good. Teach them to let their lights 
shine before men that all may see it and glorify 
God. This is what is symbolised when the lights 
shine on the tree like hundreds of bright, 
shining candles, each of them representing one 
of God's precious children, their light shining for 
all to see." 

"But where does that leave you, Santa?" I 
asked. 

The tears gone now from his eyes, a smile 
broke over Santa's face. "Why, bless you, my 
dear," he laughed. "I'm only a symbol myself. I 
represent the spirit of family fun and the joy of 
giving and receiving. If the children are taught 
these other things, there is no danger that I'll 
ever be forgotten."  

"I think I'm beginning to understand at last, "I 
replied. 

That's why I came," said Santa. "You're an 
adult. If you don't teach the children these 
things, then who will?" "It's the children," Santa 
replied sadly. "But the children love you," I said. 
"Oh, I know they love me and the gifts I bring 
them," Santa said. "But the children of today 
seem to have somehow missed out on the true 
spirit of Christmas.  

It's not their fault. It's just that the adults, many 
of them not having been taught themselves, 
have forgotten to teach the children." 
"Teach them what?" I asked. Santa's kind old 
face became soft, more gentle. His eyes began 
to shine with something more than tears. He 
spoke softly. "Teach the children the true 
meaning of Christmas. Teach them that the part 
of Christmas we can see, hear and touch is 
much more than meets the eye. Teach them 
the symbolism behind the customs and 
traditions of Christmas we now observe. Teach 
them what it is they truly represent." 

It comes every year and will go on 

forever. And along with Christmas 

belong the keepsakes and the 

customs. Those humble, everyday 

things a mother clings to, and 

ponders, like Mary in the secret 

spaces of her heart."  
~ Marjorie Holmes 

 A CHRISTMAS 
ARREST 

Charles, Clapp, Benjamin 

Jackson, Denis Jelks, and 
Robert Prinset, were brought 
to Bow Street Office by O. 
Bond, the constable, 

charged with performing on several musical 
instruments in St. Martin's Lane, at half-past 
twelve o'clock on Christmas morning, by Mr. 
Munroe, the authorised principal Wait, 
appointed, who alone considers himself 
entitled, by his appointment, to apply for 
Christmas Boxes.  
 

He also urged that the prisoners, acting as 
minstrels, came under the meaning of the 
Vagrant Act, however the word 'minstrels' is 
omitted; consequently they are no longer 
cognisable under that Act of Parliament; and in 
addition to that, Mr. Charles Clapp, one of the 
prisoners, produced his indenture of having 
served seven years as an apprentice to the 
profession of a musician to Mr. Clay, who held 
the same appointment as Mr. Munroe. 

The prisoners were discharged, after receiving 
an admonition from Mr. Hall, the sitting 
magistrate, not to collect Christmas Boxes. 
 

[From The Gentleman’s Magazine (1822)] 

 

 
 TWELFTH NIGHT 

CAKE 
 

The Twelfth Night cake, in 

Tudor times, was a very rich 
fruitcake, which traditionally 

contained a bean. If you got the bean then you 
were King or Queen of the Bean and everyone 
had to do what you told them to do. 
 

There were also other items hidden in the cake: 
  

If you got a clove you were a villain. 
If you got a twig you were a fool. 

If you got a rag you were a 'flighty girl'. 
 

DAI AND THE OLD 
MAN 

Dai, out for a walk one 

Christmas afternoon, notices 
this little old man rocking in a 
chair on his porch and 
approaches him. 
 

'I can't help noticing how 
happy you look’ Dai smiles at him. 'What is your 
secret for a long happy life?'  
 

'I smoke three packs of cigarettes a day, 'he 
replied, 'I also drink a case of whiskey a week, 
eat fatty foods, and never exercise.'  
 

'That's amazing!' Dai responds, 'How old are 
you?'  
 

'Twenty-six, 'he replies. 
 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

 

The first skyjacking occurred in 1931 in the 

skies above Peru. Two rebel soldiers forced the 
pilot of a Fokker F-27 to fly them over Lima so 
they could drop propaganda pamphlets onto the 
city. 

Only 1% of all the readily accessible water on 

earth is drinkable. 

According to doctors, humans have an 

average of 14 episodes of flatulence per day. 
 
 
 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

A woman has written a thank you note to 

burglars who ransacked her house – and 
apologised for not having nicer things for them 
to have stolen. The 36 year old woman who 
stuck the letter to the back door of the 
Northampton home, said sorry for her family not 
having "particularly expensive tastes", and 
passed on her disappointment that their 
enviable collection of VHS video tapes, audio 
cassettes and 'retro' goods being left behind. 

 

I wish we could put up some of the  

Christmas spirit in jars and open a jar 

of it every month." ~ Harlan Miller 



 
 

 

 
 



DAI AND THE 
GENIE 

 

Dai and wife Blodwen 

were out enjoying a 
round of golf and about 
to tee off on the third 
hole which was lined by 
beautiful homes. 
Blodwen hit her shot 

and the ball began to slice. Her shot was 
headed directly at a very large picture window. 
Much to their surprise, the ball smashed 
through the window and shattered it into a 
million pieces. They felt compelled to see what 
damage was done and went to see what had 
happened. 

When they peeked inside the home, they could 
find no one there. Dai called out and no one 
answered. Upon further investigation, they saw 
a gentleman sitting on the couch with a turban 
on his head. 

Blodwen asked, "Do you live here?"  

"No, someone just hit a ball through the 
window, knocked over the vase you see there, 
and freed me from that little bottle. I am so 
grateful," he answered. 

Blodwen enquired, "Are you a genie?" 

"Oh, why yes, I am. In fact, I am so grateful, I 
will grant you two wishes, the third I will keep 
for myself," the genie replied. 

Dai and Blodwen agreed on 2 wishes...one was 
a scratch handicap for Dai, to which the genie 
readily agreed. The other was for an income of 
£1,000,000 per year forever.  

The genie nodded and said, "Done!" 

The genie now said, "For my wish I would like 
to have my way with your wife. I have not been 
with a woman for many years and, after all, I 
have made you a scratch golfer and 
millionaire." Dai and Blodwen agreed. 

After the genie had finished with Blodwen he 
asked her, "How long have you been married?"  

She replied, "Thirteen years." 

The genie then asked, "How old is your 
husband?" 
 

Blodwen responded, "Forty one years old." 
 

The genie then asked, "How long has he 
believed in this genie rubbish?" 

 A 
CHRISTMAS 
BRINEY BOX 

Once, long ago, 

a 'Christmas 
Box" was placed 
on board a ship 

while still in dock, as a good luck charm. A 
priest would place a small box on board while 
the ship was still in port and any crewmen who 
wanted to ensure a safe return from the journey 
would place money into the box. The box was 
then blessed and sealed by the priest and kept 
on board for the entire voyage.  
 

When the ship returned safely the box was 
given to the priest in exchange for the priest 
saying a Mass of thanks for the success of the 
voyage and the safe return of the ship and the 
crewmen. The sealed box was kept by the 
priest until Christmas when the contents would 
then be shared out amongst the poor. 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS (In Legalese) 

 

Please accept without obligation, express or 

implied, these best wishes for an 
environmentally safe, socially responsible, low 
stress, non-addictive, and gender-neutral 
celebration of the winter solstice holiday as 
practiced within the most enjoyable traditions of 
the religious persuasion of your choice (but with 
respect for the religious or secular persuasions 
and/or traditions of others, or for their choice 
not to practice religious or secular traditions at 
all) and further for a fiscally successful, 
personally fulfilling, and medically 
uncomplicated onset of the generally accepted 
calendar year (including, but not limited to, the 
Christian calendar, but not without due respect 
for the calendars of choice of other cultures).  

The preceding wishes are extended without 
regard to the race, creed, age, physical ability, 
religious faith or lack thereof, choice of 
computer platform, or sexual preference. 

You have no choice how you were 

born, but you have all the choices 

in the way you live.   

-Alice Robertson 

THE ORIGINS OF 
MONOPOLY (The 

Board Game) 

One of the games 

of childhood in the 
UK, and in many 
other places around 
the world, is the 

board game known as Monopoly.  This classic 
board game pits players in a race to assemble 
monopolies of real estate so that they can 
charge higher prices and win the game by 
bankrupting their opponents.  Forming a 
monopoly is celebrated, along with the 
deceptions, predation and ruthlessness that any 
good competitor must show.  But hey, it's just a 
game!  
 

What is less well-known is the very different 
board game that preceded Monopoly and 
formed the basis for it.  The Landlord’s Game, 
as it was called, was originally conceived by 
actress Lizzie Magie in 1906.  She set forth a 
game in which people fought monopolies and 
cooperated to share the wealth.  
 

Lizzie Magie was greatly influenced by Henry 
George, the author of the 1879 book, Progress 
and Poverty, who famously proposed a single 
tax on land as a way to fight unjustified 
monopolies of land.  She saw The Landlord’s 
Game as a way to popularize George’s 
teachings, especially the idea that no one could 
claim to own land. Henry George believed that 
private land ownership was an “erroneous and 
destructive principle” and that land should be 
held in common, with members of society 
acting collectively as “the general landlord". 
 

The way that monopolies in land could be 
prevented – and the social value of land 
socialized for the benefit of all – was via a tax 
on land value. There was no need to overthrow 
capitalism; one need merely impose a single 
tax on land that would prevent monopolists from 
enjoying unearned, unfair "rents". Henry 
George was celebrated by Leo Tolstoy, Mark 
Twain and John Dewey as one of the great 
reformers of his time.  He was also reviled by 
the Catholic Church, landlords and 
businessmen as more dangerous than Karl 
Marx. 
 

Since Magie first introduced her board game in 
1906, it morphed into many different versions 
along the way.  In a real sense, she was not the 

sole “inventor” of the game but rather one of 
many who appropriated the idea and modified 
it, producing something new in the process 
(proving that creativity is really collaborative in 
nature, not solely the work of an individual). 
This did not prevent Parker Bros., the game 
company that eventually acquired a patent in 
the game, from declaring that one Charles 
Darrow had invented the game in 1932.  
 

 
 

THE ELLIPSIS MARK... 
 

The ellipsis mark is also called 

a "suspension point" or "dot dot 
dot". 
 

The ellipsis mark consists of three dots (full 
stops). We use the ellipsis mark in place of 
missing words. If we intentionally omit one or 
more words from an original text, we replace 
them with an ellipsis mark. 
 

- Suppose we want to quote "The film focussed 
on three English learners from Asia who were 
studying at university." Perhaps we want to omit 
"from Asia who were" to save space. So we 
write: 

 

"The film focussed on three English 
learners...studying at university." 
 

The new sentence still makes sense, but the 
ellipsis mark shows the reader that something 
is missing. 
 

We sometimes also use an ellipsis mark to 
indicate a pause when someone is speaking, or 
an unfinished sentence. Look at these 
examples: 
 

- She turned to James and said, "Darling, there 
is something...I need to tell you. I have never 
felt like...like this before." 

 

"It's not easy to explain. It's not..." Her voice 
trailed away as emotion welled up within her. 

 
 

SOME RIDICULOUS SIGNS 
 

WARNING. Drinking alcoholic beverages 
before pregnancy can make you pregnant. 

 

WARNING. Depth: 0 ft. No Diving 
 

WARNING. Children left unattended will be sold 
to the circus. 
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   View: Burry Estuary from Pwll                                                                  (Pic: Elaine Unstead) 

 

CRACKER JOKES 
FOR THE LITTLE ONES 

 
 

 

Who beats his chest and swings from 

Christmas Cake to Christmas Cake?   
Tarzipan! 

What do vampires put on their turkey at 

Christmas?  
Grave-y! 

How do chickens dance at the Christmas 

party?   
Chick to Chick! 

What’s the best thing to put into a Christmas 

cake?  
Your teeth! 

What happens if you eat the Christmas 

decorations?  
You get tinsel-itus! 

Did you hear about Dracula’s Christmas 

party?   
It was a scream! 

What do you get if you deep fry Santa? 

Crisp Cringle! 

What do you call people who are afraid of 

Santa Claus?  
Claus-trophobic! 

What’s the most popular wine at Christmas? 

"I don’t like Sprouts!" 

What carol is a favorite of parents?  

Silent Night 

What kind of candle burners longer, a red 

candle or a green candle?  
Neither – a candle always burns shorter! 

What’s the best Christmas present in the 

world?  
A broken drum – you can’t beat it! 

Who says "oh, oh, oh"?   

Santa walking backwards! 

What’s the best thing to give your friends at 

Christmas? 
A list of everything you want! 

CHRISTMAS DID 
YOU KNOW 

 
 

On Christmas morning 

since medieval times, 
church bells have been 
rung to announce to the 
world the coming of the 

saviour. It was customary from the 18th century 
to wear clothes and carry a small bell to signify 
the birth of Christ. The ringing of the bells was 
to signify the importance of His Birth. 

Due to the time zones, Santa has 31 hours to 

deliver gifts? This means that he would have to 
visit 832 homes each second! 

In Britain, children put stockings out at 

Christmas time. Their Dutch counterparts, 
however, use shoes. Dutch children set out 
shoes to receive gifts any time between mid-
November and December 5, St. Nicholas' 
birthday. 

The abbreviation of Xmas for Christmas is not 

irreligious. The first letter of the word Christ in 
Greek is chi, which is identical to our X. Xmas 
was originally an ecclesiastical abbreviation that 
was used in tables and charts. 

In 1843, the first Christmas card was printed in 

England for Sir Henry Cole. He was busy man 
who wanted to save time in his own Christmas 
letters, but was also interested in encouraging 
the expansion of the postal system. 1,000 
copies of the card were sold at one shilling 
each. It was not until the 1860s that the 
production of cards accelerated, with cheaper 
printing methods. Then in 1870, the Post Office 
introduced a half penny stamp for sending 
cards. 

At lavish Christmas feasts in the Middle Ages, 

swans and peacocks were sometimes served 
"endored." This meant the flesh was painted 
with saffron dissolved in melted butter. In 
addition to their painted flesh, endored birds 
were served wrapped in their own skin and 
feathers, which had been removed and set 
aside prior to roasting. 

The custom of singing Christmas carols is very 

old - the earliest English collection was 
published in 1521. 



J. Aelwyn Dunn 
1910 - 1972 

 

 
 
 

Bought up in Penllech, Pwll, Llanelli and 
following army service left the village to work 
and live in Birmingham. He died in Pwll on 20th 
September 1972 
 
Whilst clearing the house of a relative who had 
passed away a small Welsh New Testament 
was found. 
 
On the inside cover was the inscription in Welsh 
as follows:- 
 

"Cyffwynedig i  J. Aelwyn Dunn  ar ei 
ymadawiad i ymumo a'r fyddin. 

Medi, 1940 
Ar ran ei Fam Eglwys yn Libanus,Pwll" 

(Parch) W. Trefor Jones 
 

[Translation] 

("Presented to J Aelwyn Dunn on his leaving to 
join the army 

September, 1940 
On behalf of his Mother Church in Libanus, 

Pwll" 
(Rev) W. Trefor Jones) 

 
(Below: Photograph of the ‘Testament Newydd’ presented 

to Aelwyn Dunn) 
 
 

 
 
On the opposite page was a message from His 

Majesty The King 
 

  
 

 
On further pages were the names and address 
of his army colleagues 
 
 

…pto 

  
 

  
 

At the rear of the bible Aelwyn had recorded a 
summary of his memories of his army service, 
his capture by the Panzer Division of the 
German Army, and his internment until his 
release in January, 1944. 
 

His account is reproduced below:- 
 
Arrived at North Africa on Sunday November 
22nd '42. Greeted with glorious sunshine. On 
the morning of 23rd - Monday we were 
torpedoed at 5:30am. Put into Algiers about 
mid-day. Stayed 3 days outside Algiers then 
moved up to Suli-Ahras. Took 4 days by rail, 
the distance being 400 miles. Stayed at Suli-
Ahras for 4 months off and on.  

 
On the night of 21st Feb we were taken 
prisoner by 21st Panzer Division. Our last meal 
was on Sunday 21st mid-day, our next meal 
was Tuesday 23rd about 11am off the Jerry. In 
the meantime we had been marching and 
sleeping out. Moved then by lorry to a place 
called SFAX, sleeping out there for two nights 
in holes dug in the sands surrounded by wire. 
From there we moved to a place called Souse. 

Slept there for three nights in an olive grove. 
From Souse to Tunnis by rail. Took about two 
days. Slept at a rubber factory in Tunnis for 
eight days on straw. The food being coffee, a 
small loaf, stew and some rice macaroni. 
 

On the Sunday morning about 10am we were 
moved by lorries to Tunnis dock. Date March 9. 
There we were put down the hold of a ship for 
10 days before we reached Naples, The 
journey normally takes 2 days, but what they 
told us was that the British Navy was too active.  
The meals on the ship for 10 days was half a tin 
of meat and one biscuit dished out between 9 
and 10 each morning.  
 

From Naples to our prison camp at Capua we 
took four days by rail. We got there on the 
morning of the 17th March - Wednesday. Then 
our first wash and shave for nearly a month. We 
were really done in. On the  Thursday 18th we 
had our first Red Cross Parcel. It was a 
godsend with some good old English ciggs. 
There we stayed for 3 months. 

 

Moved to camp 5b on Ehit Tuesday. Took us 2 
½ hours by rail June 15th. Moved from Italy to 
Austria on 20th Sept 43. Peace terms with Italy 
8th Sept. Sent my first card from German Camp 
on Oct 1st '43. I believe we were somewhere in 
Bavaria not far from Munich. Moved to Stalag 
17A on the 18th Dec to a Kings Camp in a party 
of 10. Stayed 3 hours in Vienna. Moved to a 
place called Asbach. Sent first letter from 
Germany 13/1/44 with address. Sent card to 
paymaster on Jan 26th' 44 - £50 - HOME. 

 
The New Testament will now be presented to the Imperial 

War Museum, London. 
Rosalind Davies and Jane Evans 

 
 

 



PWLL ATHLETIC F.C. 
 

League positions as at 24th 
October 2015 

 
Premier Division P W D L GD Pts 

Seaside 12 10 2 0 31 32 

Evans & Williams 10 8 0 2 22 24 

Trostre 10 6 3 1 22 21 

Loughor 9 6 2 1 30 20 

Tumble 12 6 2 4 3 20 

Bwlch 10 6 1 3 14 19 

Dafen 10 5 3 2 13 18 

Wellfield 12 5 2 5 6 17 

Pengelli United 10 5 2 3 2 17 

Pwll 12 4 2 6 12 14 
Pontlliw 11 4 1 6 12 13 

Gorseinon 9 3 4 2 0 13 

Camford Sports 12 2 1 9 -43 7 

Trallwm 10 1 1 8 -27 4 

Killay 12 0 0 12 -69 0 

*Llanelli Steel 9 1 0 8 -28 -2 

 
Division Three P W D L GD Pts 

Seaside Reserves 12 10 1 2 34 31 

Pwll Reserves 13 8 1 4 12 25 
Johnstone United 12 7 2 3 13 23 

*Evans & Williams 13 8 1 4 11 23 

Penyfan Reserves 13 6 2 5 -2 20 

Abergwili Reserves 9 6 1 2 9 19 

Llandeilo Reserves 12 5 2 5 -1 17 

Ammanford Reserves 13 5 2 6 -3 17 

Burry Port Reserves 13 5 1 7 -4 16 

Loughor A 12 4 3 5 0 15 

Wellfield Reserves 10 3 3 4 -4 12 

Dafen Reserves 12 3 1 8 -3 10 

CK Swiss Valley 
Reserves 

11 3 1 7 -14 10 

Tumble Reserves 11 3 1 7 -25 10 

Pontarddulais Reserves 11 2 3 6 -10 9 

*Penllergaer Reserves 10 3 1 6 -13 8 

 
 
 

* Points deducted 
 

UNDER 10’s SPONSORSHIP 
 

 
Gareth Griffiths - Pwll AFC Chairman - 

receiving the new under 10's football kit. The kit 
was kindly donated by Karl Jenkins of Thomas 
Morgan Funeral Directors. 

 
GREEK GODS GREEK GODS GREEK GODS GREEK GODS ----ZEUS & ZEUS & ZEUS & ZEUS & 

HERAHERAHERAHERA    

Zeus was the king of the gods, and the most 

powerful. He was the god of the sky and 
thunder, and controlled the weather. He had 

different powers, his most 
famous being the ability to hurl 
lightning bolts at those who 
displeased him! He hated 
dishonesty, and would punish 
those who lied or broke 

promises. 
 

Hera was Zeus’ wife and queen of the gods. 
She was the goddess of women, marriage and 
family. Hera was well worshipped by the 
Ancient Greeks, and the oldest and most 
important temples of the region were built in 
honour of her. Her sacred animals were the 
cow, lion and peacock.  

Being a male is a matter of birth. 

Being a man is a matter of age. 

Being a gentleman is a matter of 

choice. 

JERSEY ROYAL 
POTATOES 

Depending on the 
climate during the 
growing season 
(January to July), the 

total Jersey Royal crop usually ranges from 
30,000 to 40,000 tonnes per year. At the peak 
of production in May, up to 1,500 tonnes are 
exported daily, with pickers working twelve hour 
shifts in order to get the Jersey Royals on the 
supermarket shelves as fresh as possible. 

Mainland Britain is the only place outside 
Jersey where these potatoes are available to 
buy. They are at their most plentiful and 
flavoursome from April to June.  

One day a Jersey farmer, Hugh de la Haye, 
spotted two enormous potatoes displayed on 
the counter in a local store. Hugh de la Haye 
purchased them and took them home. That 
evening he invited some friends over for dinner. 
After the meal he showed them the two huge 
potatoes, one of which had 15 'eyes' (from 
which new plants sprout). 

The friends cut this particular potato into sixteen 
pieces which they took and planted on a 'côtil' 
above Bellozanne valley (a côtil in Jersey is a 
steeply sloping field, often overlooking the 
sea.). 

The following spring, they produced a large and 
early crop. Strangely, though the parent 
potatoes and most of the new crop were round 
one plant produced nothing but uniquely 
kidney-shaped potatoes. The Jersey Royal was 
born! It was carefully nurtured and developed to 
produce the later varieties of Jersey Royals 
which now account for almost half of Jersey's 
income from all agricultural products. 

(Source: jerseyroyals.co.uk) 

 

 

WHAT AN ACHE 

You probably know the word 

"ache". It can be a verb or a 
noun, and means "to hurt" or 
"a pain". 
 

We sometimes combine the 
word "ache" with parts of the 
body. For example, if our back 

hurts, we say that we have "backache" or "a 
backache". 

 

We don't do this with all parts of the body. For 
example, we cannot say that we have a 
"handache" or a "footache". 
 

There are really only five parts of the body that 
we combine with "ache". They are shown 
below, plus two other words that we use in a 
slightly different way. 

• backache 

• earache 

• headache 

• stomachache 

• toothache 

• heartache (We don't use this to 
mean a physical pain in the heart. 
Instead, it means an emotional 
pain). 

• faceache (This means an ugly or 
miserable-looking person). 

 
 

 
DEVIL'S BRIDGE 

The building story of the 

Devil's Bridge in 
Ceredigion runs briefly like 
this: An old woman who 
had lost her cow spied it 

on the other side of the ravine, and was in great 
trouble about it, not knowing how to get over 
where the animal was. The devil, taking 
advantage of her distress, offered to build a 
bridge over the ravine, so that she might cross 
and get her cow; but he stipulated that the first 
living creature to cross the bridge should be his.  
 

The old woman agreed; the bridge was built; 
and the devil waited to see her cross. She drew 
a crust of bread from her pocket, threw it over, 
and her little black dog flew after it.  
 

"The dog's yours, sir," said the dame; and 
Satan was discomfited and left with the soul of 
a dog. 
 

It is said that since then the Devil is too 
embarrassed to visited Ceredigion again. 
 

More conventional wisdom says that it's in fact 
an 11th Century bridge built by the monks of 
Strata Florida. 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH 

 
 

 
Christmas is Coming 

As I have previously noted, it often seems to 

be the case that the deadline for copy for the 
Bônau Cabbage Patch is destined to co-inside 
with times when I have either been or are about 
to go away from the Parish for a few days 
holiday. So it is again that, on this occasion, 
Paula and I have just returned from spending 
some time in East Anglia.  
 

It was whilst we were there, that we happened 
upon the small hamlet of Covehithe, on the 
Suffolk coast, just south of Lowestoft. As we 
approached the village, I noticed through the 
trees what appeared to be a very large ruined 
church, along with an equally imposing tower, 
that had long since been abandoned. However 
on stopping to investigate, we were amazed to 
find that within the curtilage of the seemingly 
abandoned flint walls of the old church, a newer 
far smaller church had been erected abutting 
the original church’s tower.   
 

The original old building that now lay in ruins 
must have been a most beautiful specimen of 
Perpendicular English Architecture, which it is 
believed was financed and constructed by a 
wealthy incumbent and his friends, one William 
Yarmouth who was appointed under the 
patronage of the Prior and Monastery of 
Thetford in 1459. It is often supposed that the 
old church was reduced to its present ruined 
state by the actions of Oliver Cromwell’s 
agents, but although some damage was 
inflicted by them, the records indicate that they 
did not do much structural damage apart from 
breaking some of the stained glass windows. 
The real issue was that the size of the original 
church was so out of all proportion to the 
population of the district, which never exceeded 
three hundred souls. In fact it was not until 
some thirty years after Cromwell’s purge, when 
it became increasingly clear that the building 
was so much too large and the cost of 
maintenance so far beyond the means of the 

community, that permission was sought and 
granted by the Ecclesiastical Authorities in 1672 
to erect the present small Church by utilising 
materials obtained from the original structure. 
The Parish was to receive further help, some 
300 years later, when in 1974 an Order of 
Council granted by Her Majesty the Queen 
transferred the ruins and tower of the medieval 
church to the Redundant Churches Fund, who 
have subsequently carried out extensive repair 
work. But, despite all the issues experienced by 
the Parish over the years, it is heartening to see 
that the now small church of St Andrews, 
Covehithe still continues to have a regular 
Service of worship every Sunday morning at 
9.30 am. 
 

Perhaps there is a lesson in all of this for us all. 
As the Church in Wales looks into the current 
statistical trends, then it too will have to face 
some difficult decisions. But the outcome is not 
predetermined, it rests with those who live in 
the parishes, if there is enough desire and 
commitment to pass on our places of worship to 
the next generation, then it will happen, 
although we may have to be prepared to, as it 
were, think outside of the box. It’s no use us 
trying to maintain great edifices that were 
erected by our forefathers, if they are no longer 
sustainable by the worshipping community, but 
at the same time, we need to be ever aware of 
the continuity of our Apostolic faith. Just as the 
ruined walls of the previous great church, 
remind the worshippers at St Andrews of the 
continuity of Christian worship over the 
centuries as they walk through the old walls to 
their morning services, so too do we need to be 
ever mindful of the foundation on which we 
stand, in the words of the hymn writer Edward 
Mote (1837) ‘On Christ the solid rock I stand, all 
other ground is sinking sand’.  
 

With this in mind, perhaps as we begin to think 
again about Christmas, we need to remember 
that, as its name would suggest, it is founded 
on our Lord Jesus Christ. The essence of 
Christmas is that it is a time of joyful 
thanksgiving for our Lord’s coming, his life, his 
death on the cross and his resurrection. Sadly 
as we look around us, it seems that we have 
come a long way from that foundation, so 
perhaps our prayer for this Christmas would be 
for us all to recapture the heart of Christmas, to 
remember that the gifts on which our tradition of 
giving presents rests, is that of wise men from 
an alien culture honouring God, by bringing gifts 
to lay at the feet of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 

we also need to remember, that the greatest gift 
of all is the gift that Jesus brings to each and 
every one of us. ‘I have come that they may 
have life and have it to the full’ (John10:10). So 
I would urge you all this Christmas to take some 
time to reflect on whose birthday we are 
celebrating, to ask ourselves why we continue 
to do so after over 2000 years, and suggest that 
there is no better place for such a reflection, 
than in one of our Parish Churches.  

 

Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas, 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Michael  
 

Priest in Charge of the Parish of Burry Port 
and Pwll. 

 
 
 
 

STRADEY HILL 

We have been asked to 

remind Pwll residents that 
Stradey Hill is clearly signposted 
as “Except for Access” and is 
intended for the sole use of 
residents and for services. It 
should not be used as a 

thoroughfare. 

 
 
 

A SALTY STORY 
 

Since the 

excavation of our 
great lakes back in 
the late 1990’s the 
hierarchy of our 
local government 
assured us, the 
public, that no 
seawater would 
ever enter the lakes 
again.  

 

Unbelievably though, today a mussel bed has 
formed near the pipes that link the two ponds. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
POLICE INSTAGRAM 

Police in Carmarthenshire have launched their 

photo-sharing social media channel Instagram. 
 
Followers of the Instagram account can expect 
to see a mix of photos of: officers engaging with 
local people; behind-the-scenes at police 
stations and inside police vehicles; historical 
pictures of police in Carmarthenshire and crime 
prevention and police enforcement messages. 
 

Superintendent Claire Parmenter is driving the 
Instagram pilot for Carmarthenshire in Dyfed 
Powys Police. 
 
To follow police in Carmarthenshire on 
Instagram go to:- 

 

www.instagram.com/dyfedpowyscarms. 
 

 
 
 

 
 CREATURES OF 
IRISH FOLKLORE 

 

A far darrig (or fear 

dearg) is a supernatural 
being that may or may 
not be a leprechaun, 
according to Yeats. This 

small creature always wears a red coat and 
cap, and in Irish, his name appropriately 
translates to “red man.” Thought to be 
associated with nightmares, this practical joker 
of a monster delights in stealing babies and 
leaving changelings in their place. According to 
folklore, a changeling is an ugly, stupid or 
strange child left by fairies in place of a pretty, 
charming child. 

 

Worry is like a rocking chair. It 

gives you something to do, but 

doesn't get you anywhere. 



THE ROMANIAN AID 
FOUNDATION (SOUTH 

WALES) 
 
 

 
 

Working with Romanian people 
to bring help to the needy, 

Hope through the Christian message 
and co-operation through joint ventures 

The Romanian Aid Foundation is a UK 

registered charity providing humanitarian aid to 
the north-east of Romania.  Activities in 
Romania are based in Dorohoi. 
Work covers all ages and backgrounds. 
 

• Basic help for those most in need 
through donations of food and 
clothing 

• Clothes Shop opened in May 2000 

• Seed project 

• Bicycles 

• Computers - keyboard skills for 
education and employment 

• Staff training 

• Schools 

• Collaborations - working with other 
charities, the Town Hall and Social 
Services 

• Emergency relief 
 

There have been several collections from Pwll 
this year.  Once again, thank you for your 
regular gifts of clothing, bikes, toys etc.  We are 
always pleased to receive all your contributions.  
The contact number if you would like to make a 
donation is 01554 810640.   

 
 

 
 SMALLEST 
HOUSE IN 

GREAT BRITAIN 

The Smallest House 

in Great Britain, also 
known as the Quay 
House, is  in Conwy, 
Wales. The 3.05 
metre by 1.8 metre 
(10 feet by 6 feet) 
structure was used as 
a residence from the 

16th century until 1900; as its name indicates, it 
is reputed to be Britain's smallest house. 
 

The house was lived in until 1900, when the 
owner was a 6ft 3 inch (1.9 meters) fisherman 
named Robert Jones. The rooms were too 
small for him to stand up in fully and he was 
eventually forced to move out when the council 
declared the house unfit for human habitation. 
The house is still owned by his descendants.  
 

This house is currently red. It stands nearby the 
Conwy Castle walls and people can enter for 
£1.00 (or 50p for children). There is information 
about the house inside. A Welsh lady stands 
outside most days. The upstairs is so minute 
that there is room only for one bed and a 
bedside cabinet. Visitors can't walk about on 
the 2nd floor, but can view it from the step 
ladder. 
 

There's just about enough room for one stove, 
a water tap, a bedside cabinet and a bed. 
 

 

 
 

WELSH DID YOU KNOW 

In Llangadwaladr lies Britain's oldest royal 

tombstone, that of Cadfan ap Iago, King of 
Gwynedd from 616 to 625. 
 

Welsh mathematician Robert Recorde (c. 

1512-1558) invented the equal sign (=), and 
introduced the plus (+) and minus (-) signs as 
well as algebra to Britain. 
 

Britain's very first lager brewery was opened in 

Wrexham in 1881 by German immigrants. It 
remained for a long time the only draught lager 
served on British ships. 
 

With a population of 2,000 St David's in 

Pembrokeshire is the smallest cathedral city in 
the world. It is also the only city in Britain that 
lies entirely within a national park. 
 

The name Wales comes from the Anglo-

Saxon word Waleas meaning "foreigner". 

You are what you are in your head. 

- Jim Garnett 

 
CAPEL LIBANUS 

CHAPEL 
 

Cynhelir oedfaon bob bore 

Sul am ddeg o’r gloch gydag Ysgol Sul i’r plant.  
Croeso cynnes i bawb. 
 

Cafwyd dau ddigwyddiad pwysig ym mis Medi 
eleni.  Pleser mawr oedd croesawu’r Parchedig 
a Mrs Gwylfa Evans a Mrs Buddug Evans yn ôl 
i’n plith.  Cafwyd oedfa fendithiol ac roedd yn 
dda cael cyfle i gymdeithasu a hel atgofion dros 
baned wedi’r oedfa. 
 

Yna, ddiwedd mis Medi cawsom oedfa 
ddiolchgarwch bwrpason gyda’r plant a’r 
ieuenctid yn cymryd eu rhan yn raenus iawn.  
Thema’r oedfa oedd stori Noa a’r enfys a 
ymddangosodd wedi’r dilyw.  Cysylltwyd 
lliwiau’r enfys â ffrwythau a llysiau’r cynhaeaf.  
Dyma un o’r cerddi adroddodd y plant. 
 

 

 
Y plant a’r bobl ifanc gyda’r rhoddion yn yr 

Oedfa Ddiolchgarwch 
 

 
Cynhaeaf yr enfys 
 

Tomatos, mafon a mefus, Oren mawr a moron 
melys.  Melon a banana blasus, Bresych a ffa, 
pys a letys.  Chwilota eirin gwyllt a llus, 
Winwns, plwms a grawnwin iachus. Ffrwythau a 
llysiau i roddi egni.  Dyna gynhaeaf yr enfys i ni. 
 
Diolch i’r plant, yr ieuenctid, eu rhieni a’u 
hathrawon am eu gwaith a hefyd am eu 
rhoddion o reis a phasta i anffodusion Romania.   
 
Mae gweithgareddau’r Gymdeithas wedi 
ailddechrau wedi egwyl dros yr haf.  I agor y 

tymor cynhaliwyd noson pysgod a sglodion 
gyda chyfle i ni i gyd gymdeithasu mewn 
awyrgylch ymlaciol a chyfeillgar.  Diolch i 
Deryth am drefnu.  Bydd y Gymdeithas yn 
trefnu cyfarfodydd pellach i ddathlu’r Nadolig 
ym mis Rhagfyr a bydd oedfa arbennig yng 
nghwmni’r plant a'r bobl ifanc fore Sul 20 
Rhagfyr.  Mae croeso cynnes i bawb ymuno â 
ni yng ngweithgareddau’r Gymdeithas ac yn yr 
oedfaon. 
 
 
 

CYMORTH 
CRISTNOGOL / 

CHRISTIAN 
AID 

 
 

The Festive season is upon us once again and 

as Christmas approaches, we often find 
ourselves lost in the aisles of shops along with 
hundreds of other frantic shoppers who have 
lost sight of the real meaning of Christmas – 
even the true reason for giving someone a gift. 
 

WILL YOU JOIN US IN GIVING A PRECIOUS 
LIFE-SAVING GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS? 

 

Please stop and remember that, this Christmas, 
your gifts have the potential to achieve so much. 
It costs just £1 to buy a Syrian refugee a mat to 
help keep them warm during winter nights, and 
£25 could help provide enough food for a month 
for a displaced family forced to flee their home.  
This year, your donation will have twice the impact 
since the UK Government will match every pound 
raised – meaning we can transform the lives of 
even more people living in poverty. 
 

You can make a donation by visiting 
christianaid.org.uk /christmas or why not join us 
in our annual United Carol Service will be held this 
year at Libanus Chapel on 6th December at 
10.30a.m.  During the service you will be able to 
make a donation to Christian Aid’s work.  Please 
come along and join us as this is a wonderful 
opportunity for the whole village to come together 
to prepare for the Christmas season.  This is a 
time to give thanks for all our blessings and to 
remember those who are less fortunate than us.   
 

Christian Aid Christmas cards will be on sale and 
there will also be a Fair Trade stall selling produce 
that give farmers and suppliers a fair price for their 
produce.    



  
 
 

 
 



DAI AT THE THEATRE 

Dai had a ticket for the 

theatre but when the usher 
seated him, he found that he 
was just too far from the 
stage.  
 

Dai whispered to the usher, 
"This is a mystery play and I have to watch a 
mystery close up. Get me a better seat, and I'll 
give you a great tip."  
 

The usher discreetly moves him up to the 
second row and Dai hands the usher a twenty 
pence coin.  
 

The usher looks at the coin, frowns at him, then 
leans over and whispers . . . "The butler did it." 

 
 

 
A CHRISTMAS 

CAROL 
by Charles 

Dickens 

Never out of print 

since being written over the course of six weeks 
in 1843, A Christmas Carol introduced the 
name "Scrooge" and his exclamation "Bah! 
Humbug!" to the English language. Although 
the book did not bring Dickens the income he 
had hoped for, the theme of families gathered 
together at Christmas had a strong influence on 
the celebrations of early Victorian England. At 
the same time the morality tale style portrayal of 
the redemption of Scrooge caused a sudden 
burst of charitable giving shortly after 
publication. 

 
 

COLLIERS’ ARMS CHARITY BOTTLE 
    

The charity bottle was emptied and counted 

on 10th September 2015 and it contained 
£198.19. 
 

The winner of the competition to guess the 
value of the contents was David Richards who 
was the closest guessing £200    
 

The contents was donated to charity along with 
the proceeds of the “Guess the contents” 
competition. 

 
CAPEL BETHLEHEM CHAPEL 

We will soon be celebrating Christmas where 

we all rejoice in the birth of our Lord and 
Saviour. To honour His birth we offer the 
following prayer - The Nativity Prayer of St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux: 
 

Let Your goodness Lord appear to us, that we 
made in your image, conform ourselves to it. 

In our own strength 
we cannot imitate Your majesty, power, and 

wonder nor is it fitting for us to try. 
But Your mercy reaches from the heavens 

through the clouds to the earth below. 
You have come to us as a small child, 

but you have brought us the greatest of all gifts, 
the gift of eternal love. 

Caress us with Your tiny hands, 
embrace us with Your tiny arms 

and pierce our hearts with Your soft, sweet 
cries. 

 

As always, the Bethlehem Chapel doors are 
open, and we welcome all to come and join us 
in our services. May the Lord bless you and 
keep you.  

 
 

THE SEVEN WONDERS OF WALES 
 

“Pistyll Rhaeadr and Wrexham steeple 

Snowdon’s mountain without its people, 
Overton Yew trees, St Winefred’s Well, 
Llangollen Bridge and Gresford bells” 

 

 
WELSH DID YOU KNOW 

In the graveyard of Strata Florida Abbey in 

Cardiganshire is a head stone which reads: 
“The left leg and part of the thigh of Henry 
Hughes, cooper, cut off and interr’d here, June 
18 1756". Hughes had lost the limb in a farming 
accident , but still managed to later emigrate to 
America, where the rest of him was eventually 
buried. 

PWLL CRICKET CLUB 
Where they finished the 2015 

season 
 

 
Division Two  - First XI - Fixtures 

P  Pts 
Bronwyth  18 384 
Cowbridge 18 305 
Drefach   18 283 
Maesteg  18 280 
Gorseinon 18 243 
Merthyr Tydfil 18 243 
Pwll  18 237 
Pontyberem 18 216 
Britton Ferry 18 207 
Porthcawl 18 130 

 
Division Six – Second XI - Fixtures 

P  Pts 
Drefach  18 352 
Baglan  18 277 
Britton Ferry 18 276 
Gorseinon 18  271 
Felinfoel  18 264 
Dyffryn  18  249 
Cimla  18 232 
Pontyberem 18  203 
Margam  18 195 
Pwll  18   79 

 
The club might not have done so well in the 
leagues but they did perform in Thomas Carroll 
Intermediate Cup which, on August 30th, at 
Ammanford they beat Felinfoel CC in the final. 
 

Congratulations boys! 

 
DAI's INVOICE 

 

Dai owned a golf 

course in the locality and 
was confused about 
paying an invoice, so he 
decided to ask his 
secretary for some help 

with his maths.  
 

He called her into his office and said, "You 
graduated from Swansea University and I need 
some help. If I were to give you £20,000, minus 
14%, how much would you take off?"  
 

The secretary thought for a moment, then 
replied, "Everything but my earrings." 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 

 
 

 
Hi 
 

It has been interesting reading several copies of 
Bônau Cabbage Patch as my family lived in the 
Pwll area. 
 

William John and his wife Ruth Thomas had the 
Talbot Inn in Pembrey and various other 
members of the family lived in the area. 
 

The John family were in Pembrey by 1806 and 
the Thomas's, previously from Amroth, were in 
Llanelly by 1844 and then Pwll and Pembrey.  
 

I wonder if you have details of any local 
historians or even family members I might be 
able to contact? I have quite an extensive tree 
worked out and I have copies of many records 
and censuses and some photos I am happy to 
share. 
 

I will be visiting the area in late October 
(although I have been there previously). I would 
be happy to pay to place an advertisement in 
the magazine about my family research if that is 
possible. 
Cheers!  
Marcel Safier, Australia 
 
 

 

WYNNE’S AUGUST 
CHARITY QUIZ AT 

THE COLLIERS ARMS 

This year’s traditional 

August quiz was held on 
Sunday 30th August and was 

well attended. The total raised was £120.40 
made up of entry monies and raffle sales. 
 

A big thank you goes to Wynne for, once again, 
organising a brilliant quiz. Thanks as well to 
Richard and Sarah for the buffet. Finally, a big 
thank to you, who attended the quiz. You 
certainly made it a night to remember.  
 

The winning team – The Colliers’ Bowlers – 
donated the money to Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 
 

Wynne's next quiz will be held at The Colliers' 
Arms on Sunday 27th December 2015 @ 
8:30pm. 

 



PWLL W.I. 

As we look back over 

the year it has been a 
very special time in the 
history of the Women’s 

Institute celebrating 100 years of the 
organisation. On W.I. day, Wednesday 16th 
September, Sir Gar Carmarthenshire 
Federation of Women’s Institutes celebrated 
with a Thanksgiving Service in St. Peter’s 
Church, Carmarthen. We all had a lovely 
evening with so many members from all over 
Carmarthenshire attending. The service started 
with a procession of all the W.I. banners 
followed by various readings, hymns, guest 
speakers and the Sir Gar W.I. choir singing the 
‘W.I. Centenary song’. It was a very memorable 
and moving evening. 
 
Pwll W.I. members had a very busy month in 
October.  On Wednesday 14th October a 
Centenary Lunch was held in St. Peter’s Civic 
Hall, Carmarthen. 200 members enjoyed the 
lunch prepared by members of the various 
committees. A special thank you goes to all 
those hardworking members who made this 
lunch such a success. The lunch was followed 
by entertainment from members of St Cynnwr 
W.I. performing ‘The Programme Meeting’ and 
an amusing monologue entitled ‘Not the W.I.’ 
written and performed by Pwll W.I. member Eve 
Lake. All the members joined in singing songs 
that might have been sung in 1915. These 
included ‘I’m Henery the Eighth’ (1910), ‘Daddy 
wouldn’t buy me a bow-wow, bow-wow’ (1892), 
‘You made me love you’ (1913) and 
‘Clementine’ (1884). This was followed by a 
celebratory birthday cake and refreshments 
which was enjoyed by all. 
 

 
 

Members enjoying the Centenary lunch. 

A week later members of Pwll W.I. were 
hostesses for the Illtyd group meeting held in 
the Furnace Rugby Club. It was decided to hold 
the meeting as a party and members could 
dress up as they wished. The entertainment 
was provided by each W.I. in the group.  
 

 
 

Members rehearsing for the entertainment for the Group 
meeting. 

 
In November the Annual Council Meeting was 
held in Queen Elizabeth High School, 
Johnstown. The speaker for the morning was 
Dyfed Powys Chief Superintendent Pam Kelly. 
In the afternoon we were very fortunate to have 
the well known TV presenter and Royal 
correspondent Jennie Bond. The Centenary 
Celebration of W.I. entertainment was held in 
St. Peter’s Civic Hall during the afternoon 
through to the evening. There was an excellent 
variety of entertainment showcasing the 
outstanding talent of the W.I. members in 
Carmarthenshire. 
 
If you want to find out about the all the activities 
W.I. members take part in go to the County 
Facebook page. Just type in Sir Gar 
Carmarthenshire W.I. Facebook into Google 
and you can enjoy reports and photos from the 
County events. 
 
In the New Year the first meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 13th January 2016. Remember to 

put this date in your diary. Where? Pwll 
Community Centre.  
Time? 7.00 – 9.00. 

 
New members are always welcome.  

Croeso cynnes i Bawb. 
 

 LLANDEILO 
EDWARDIAN 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE AT 
DINEFWR 

 

The famous Christmas Fayre 

is back! A mansion and courtyard packed with 
gift ideas and tasty treats. Free parking and 
mulled wine for all. 
 

Saturday 28th &  Sunday 29th November 2015 
 
 
 

LLANELLI BEACH FARMERS 
MARKET 

The Discovery Centre, North Dock, Llanelli 
SA15 2LF 

This event boasts a free-spirited family vibe 

that can be felt throughout this beach side 
community. Here you will find countless 
vendors of fresh produce, tasty ready to eat 
meals, unique homemade arts and crafts, face-
painting, bouncy castle and live music to help 
set the tone for a fun and exciting family day 
out, with a few surprises. 
 
Sunday 6th December 

 
 SANTA 

MAGICAL STEAM 
TRAINS 

Gwili Steam Railway, 
Bronwydd Arms 

Station, Carmarthen 

"All aboard" Santa's Magical Steam Train for a 

Traditional Seasonal Treat! Ride the Steam 
Train to Santa's Grotto at Llwyfan Cerrig Station 
where a heated marquee with an exciting 
programme of entertainment and inclusive 
refreshments awaits you. While you are 
entertained by 'Loopy Lewes' and others, you 
will be taken to see Santa Claus who will be 
able to speak to you in Welsh or English! Santa 
has a superb collection of quality gifts this 
Christmas. Enjoy a mince pie and a glass of 
sherry while you wait to visit Santa in his grotto 
(goodie bags for children 1-5yrs).  
Pre-booking essential.  

 

www.gwili-railway.co.uk              01267 238213 
5th, 6th,12th,13th,20th, 22nd,23rd, 24th  December 

 

TRACKING SANTA 
 

 
 

Don’t forget that you can track Santa on 

Christmas Eve as he travels around the world 
delivering toys to all the girls and boys. If you 
want to track him then just go to:- 
 

http://www.noradsanta.org/ 
 
 

 
 

AMUSING SIGN 
 

 
 
 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

 

A pigeon smuggling cocaine and cannabis into 

a prison in Costa Rica has been caught by 
guards. 
 

The bird was seen landing in the central 
concourse of the medium security La Reforma 
jail, in San Rafael de Alajuela, where it was 
taken into custody. 
 

The drugs were contained in a small zipped up 
pouch strapped to the animals chest. 

 



NEWS OF THE WEIRD 

 

A New Jersey man is 

charged for threatening 
to shoot his neighbour for 
passing wind outside  his 
apartment. 
 

The 72-year-old is 
suspecting of pulling out a revolver and 
threatening his neighbour after he heard him 
pass wind in a lobby. 
 

The suspect told police he wanted to put a hole 
in his head after he heard his neighbour share 
his stink, and claimed it was the sound that 
bothered him. 
 

The ongoing problem ended with the man 
charged with unlawful possession of a gun, 
aggravated assault and making terrorism-
related threats. 

 Anthony Miranda, 24, 

was arrested and charged 
with armed robbery last 
Christnmas in Chicago 
after unknowingly 
choosing as his victim an 
"ultimate fighting" 
champion. The "victim" 
gave Miranda two black 
eyes and a heavily 

lacerated face, and, as Miranda drew his gun, 
overpowered him in such a way that Miranda 
wound up shooting himself in the ankle. 

 Daisy Valdivia is 

annoyed that 
someone stole her 
inflatable backyard 
swimming pool — and 
baffled at how they 

did it without leaving behind a splash, drip or 
trace of the 1,000 gallons of water it contained. 

 When Chris Whitehead 

was told that he couldn’t 
wear shorts to school in 
summer, he was outraged. 
After all, Impington Village 
College allowed girls to wear 
skirts in hot weather, why 
couldn’t boys wear shorts. 

But the school was adamant that its uniform 
policy was the result of significant consultation 

and wasn’t up for debate, only long trousers or 
skirts were acceptable. 
 

Only Master Whitehead found a small loophole; 
yes, only skirts or long trousers were allowed, 
but nowhere in the policy was the wearing of 
skirts limited to just girls. So with admirable 
British pluck, Chris did the obvious thing and 
wore one of his sister’s school skirts in protest 
at the policy. 
 

His belief even won him the respect of his head 
teacher.” 
 

 

DID YOU 
KNOW 

 
 
 

The wristwatch was invented in 1904 by Louis 

Cartier. 
 

Some species of birds, like the American 

robin, can only lay one egg a day. To ensure 
that all the eggs in the clutch hatch around the 
same time, the female will let the earlier eggs 
"cool" in the nest between layings so as to let 
the "fresher" eggs catch up. 
 

“Drag,” in reference to cross-dressing, first 

appeared in the dictionary in 1870. The term 
originated in the theatre. Men wearing elaborate 
gowns found that long hems tended to drag on 
the ground, and eventually referred to any 
character requiring a dress as a “drag” role. 
 

We know it best for its unforgettable roles in 

flameproof insulation and class-action lawsuits, 
but asbestos got its official start in the first 
century, when Roman author Pliny the Elder 
noted the natural mineral fibre’s resistance to 
fire. Though he slightly discredited himself by 
also lauding asbestos for being impermeable to 
attacks by dark wizards, he did point out one 
trait that modern researchers should have paid 
more attention to: slaves who worked with 
asbestos tended to develop lung problems. 
 

Nintendo, the popular video game company, 

was actually founded in 1889. In those days 
they used to manufacture playing cards. 

 

  

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR 

 
 

Extract From Kelly’s Directory of Monmouthshire and South Wales, 1920 



THE 'YORKSHIRE 
PUDDING EATING' 

WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

This championship 

started in Harrogate in 1906, not known then as 
a world event. The competition was between 
towns and villages in the county of Yorkshire. It 
wasn't until 1910 that the town of Dumfries in 
Scotland heard of the event and asked if they 
could enter a team. After many meetings it was 
agreed. 
 

News of this event quickly spread through the 
British Isles and it became a four nations 
championship between England, Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland. During World War One the 
competition kept going but on a much smaller 
scale with older men and women taking part. At 
the end of the war other countries entered the 
competition - France, Belgium, Holland. It then 
became known as The European 
Championship. 
 

Word War II put a stop to the competition but in 
1948 when London hosted the Olympic Games 
the championship really took off. Countries from 
all over the world wanted to enter and in 1950 it 
became a World Championship. Today the 
championship has sixty countries taking part. 
Since 2010, North Korea has been 
unsuccessful in their attempts to enter the 
Championship until earlier this year. A diplomat 
from North Korea visited Pwll, having heard of a 
man in the village who could devour Yorkshire 
Puddings at great speed. 
 

The North Korean diplomat made contact with 
another Pwll resident (part time) who has 
diplomatic connections but wishes to remain 
anonymous. A meeting was arranged at Burry 
Port Harbour, eastside, in the back of a Ford 
Transit van. 
 

The North Korean diplomat had an idea! Would 
this Pwll resident take 'dual nationality' for the 
duration of the championship and for the next 5 
championships. The Pwll resident refused. 
Large amounts of money were offered to him 
but he still refused, singing the Welsh National 
Anthem at the top of his voice. It was then that 
the North Korean diplomat played his a ace 
card. Having heard that this man was a keen 
train enthusiast he offered him a lifelong 
subscription to the North Korean Shunters 
Monthly. The Pwll resident was overjoyed and 

accepted the offer, quoting, "There's nothing 
quite like a good shunt!" 
 

For the duration of the championship he will 
have to change his name. He will be known as 
Hoo Thongjon. 
 

Mr Hoo is having therapy to overcome his fear 
of travelling great distances (more than 5 mile 
radius of Pwll). The treatment would appear to 
be working as he has spent some time on the 
south coast of England with the person who has 
diplomatic connections, (who wishes  to remain 
anonymous). 
Mr Hoo has been training for the last 12 months 
at his cousin's house (who also wishes to 
remain anonymous) devouring large quantities 
of Yorkshire Puddings. Mr Hoo Thongjon will 
travel to Harrogate next May for the 
championship - by train of course! 
 

A spokesman for North Korea said, "We don't 
expect Mr Hoo to win this time but we don't take 
failure very well in North Korea." 
 

Good Luck Mr Hoo! 
 

 

THE FOUR SUITS IN 
CARDS 

It is commonly believed that the 4 

suits in a deck of playing cards - 
spades, hearts, diamonds, and 

clubs, derive from French decks of cards. In 
French decks, the suits represent the four 
classes:  
 

Spades represent the nobility, 
Hearts stand for the clergy, 

Diamonds represent the merchants,  
and 

Clubs represent the peasants. 

We have two ears and only one 

tongue in order that we may hear 

more and speak less. 

What makes us discontented with 

ourselves is our absurdly 

exaggerated idea we have of the 

happiness of others. - Jay Huff 

BRITAIN'S 
TEN WORST 
WINTERS OF 

ALL TIME 
 
1683 - The Great 
Frost of 1683–84 

is still the worst frost recorded in England. 
During the bleak winter of 1684 the River 
Thames froze for two months solid, leading to 
London’s legendary Frost Fair being 
established. Gambling, ice-skating and bear-
baiting, all took place on the river which 
according to contemporary reports was covered 
in 11inch thick ice. The ground across parts of 
the UK was also frozen solid meaning no 
ploughing or planting of crops could take place. 
1684 remains the coldest winter in the English 
instrumental record. 
 

1739 - The winter of 1739-40 was one of the 
most severe in British history. As part of the so-
called little ice age which lasted from 1350 to 
about 1850, it began with a severe frost that 
continued from Christmas Day, 1739, to 
February 17th, 1740. Temperatures dropped to 
-9C at one point. 
 

1836 - A tremendous blizzard and strong winds 
hit the whole of the south in 1836, leaving 
passengers stuck in trains. The Thames 
flooded and eight people were killed in an 
avalanche in Sussex. 
 

1927 - 1927  saw a blizzard which began on 
Christmas Day in the Midlands and Wales and 
resulted in some of the heaviest snowfalls of 
the 20th Century in Britain. 
 

1933 - We saw one of the worst blizzards to 
ever hit the British Isles in 1933. Some areas of 
the country saw 48 hours of continuous 
snowfall. 
 

1940 -  Only the freezing weather of 1963 was 
colder in modern times. The Thames froze for 
the first time since 1880 and Sheffield saw 4ft of 
snow. 
 

1947 – This year saw harsh winter weather 
across much of northern Europe. Beginning on 
21 January the UK saw several cold spells 
leading to large snow drifts. The weather 
problems were compounded by lack of fuel 
following the second world war. The cold spells 
continued until March which saw heavy snow. 
 

1952 - In terms of loss of life the winter of 1952 
was among the worst. The great London smog 

of December 1952 occurred due to a 
combination of high levels of pollution and a 
period of high pressure. It is believed the smog 
may have accounted for as many as 12,000 
lives. The year saw four weather related 
tragedies, including the smog, the storm surge 
of 1953, the famous Lymouth disaster and the 
sinking of the Empress Victoria during a storm. 
 

1963 - The worst British winter of modern times 
was an icy monster. Also known as the Big 
Freeze of 1963; it remains one of the coldest 
winters on record in the United Kingdom. Only 
two winters in the UK have ever been colder. 
1962-63 saw the coldest weather for two 
hundred years. At its height a 36-hour blizzard 
caused heavy drifting snow in most parts of the 
country. 
 

1978 – This winter was also known as the  
winter of discontent for political reasons. It was 
also the coldest winter since the famous one of 
1962-63. A blizzard hit the south on New Year's 
Eve causing widespread disruption. 
 

(Source: The Independent) 

 

 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

 

In Germany a 61-year-old woman was fined 

the equivalent of almost £640 for assault. 
Frustrated by telemarketers' constantly cold-
calling her, she took it out on one by blowing a 
whistle into the telephone, causing permanent 
damage to the telemarketer's hearing. 

In Washington, Yong Hyun Kim, 21, was 

charged with assault at a cinema. Annoyed by a 
group of kids in the row behind him who were 
constantly talking, laughing and throwing 
popcorn during "Titanic," Yong slapped the 
nearest boy, bloodying his nose and knocking 
out a tooth. 

Ms. Moody was arrested and charged with 

aggravated burglary in Tennessee after her 
next-door neighbour returned from a trip and 
discovered that quite a few items were missing 
from the home. For some reason, Ms Moody 
felt secure enough to be wearing some of the 
items as she chatted sympathetically with the 
victim about the missing items. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

To be sure, your man Prawo Jazdy is a 

slippery fellow.  He's wanted for 50 different 
driving offences all over Ireland.   
 

Now, Prawo is clever because every time he 
gets booked, his driving licence has a different 
address.  Every man in the *Garda has a 
different theory about how this 'Scarlet 
Pimpernel' escapes the clutches of the law.  
Finally, the penny dropped, Prawo Jardy is not 
a Hungarian name, but the Polish words for 
Driving Licence. 
 

The Garda had caught 53 different Polish 
drivers, but thought they were dealing with the 
same man.  Naturally, the Polish community in 
Ireland are having a good laugh about Mr 
Prawo Jazdy. 
 

A baby in Brazil was seemingly on sale online 

for £267. The advert was posted online in 
exchange for a mere R$1000 because the 
parent claims it "cries too much" and will not let 
them sleep.  
 

 

 
THE   

TWELVE DAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS 

 

 
 
Today’s version: 

 

On the twelfth day of Christmas,  

my true love sent to me  
Twelve drummers drumming, Eleven pipers 

piping,  
Ten lords a-leaping, Nine ladies dancing,  
Eight maids a-milking, Seven swans a-

swimming,  
Six geese a-laying, Five golden rings,  
Four calling birds, Three French hens,  

Two turtle doves, And a partridge in a pear tree. 
 

As it was in 1889: 
 

The twelfth day of Christmas my true love sent 

to me:  
Twelve fiddlers a-fiddling, eleven dancers a-

dancing,  
ten men a-mowing, nine bulls a-roaring,  
eight hares a-running, seven swans a-

swimming,  
six geese a-laying, five gold rings, four coloured 

birds,  
three French hens, two turtledoves,  

and the sprig of a juniper tree. 
 

As it was in 1888: 
 

The twelfth day of Christmas, my true love 

sent to me  
Twelve lords a-leaping, eleven ladies dancing,  
Ten pipers playing, nine drummers drumming,  

Eights maids-a-milking, seven swans a-
swimming,  

Six geese a-laying, five gold rings,  
Four colly birds, three French hens,  

Two turtle doves, and a partridge on a pear 
tree. 

 
As it was in Scotland in 1880: 
 

The king sent his lady on the twelfth Yule day, 

Three maids a-merry dancing, three hinds a-
merry hunting, 

An Arabian baboon, three swans a-merry 
swimming, 

Three ducks a-merry laying, a bull that was 
brown, 

Three goldspinks, three starlings, a goose that 
was gray, 

Three plovers, three partridges, a papingo-aye; 
Wha learns my carol and carries it away? 

 
 
 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
 

Police in the counties of Kent and Surrey 

had been advising homeowners and 
shopkeepers to avoid using wire mesh on 
windows because burglars could seriously 
gouge themselves while climbing through. 

 

Time is an illusion, only change 

exists. - Jim Garnett 

SAM'S 
CHRISTMAS PUDDING 

by 
Marriott Edgar 

 
 

It was Christmas Day in the trenches 

In Spain in Penninsular War, 
And Sam Small were cleaning his musket 

A thing as he'd ne're done before. 
 

They'd had 'em inspected that morning 
And Sam had got into disgrace, 

For when sergeant had looked down the barrel 
A sparrow flew out in his face. 

 

The sergeant reported the matter 
To Lieutenant Bird then and there. 

Said Lieutenant 'How very disgusting' 
The Duke must be told of this 'ere.' 

 

The Duke were upset when he heard 
He said, 'I'm astonished, I am. 

I must make a most drastic example 
There'll be no Christmas pudding for Sam.' 

 

When Sam were informed of his sentence 
Surprise, rooted him to the spot. 

'Twas much worse than he had expected, 
He thought as he'd only be shot. 

 

And so he sat cleaning his musket 
And polishing barrel and butt. 

While the pudding his mother had sent him, 
Lay there in the mud at his foot. 

 

Now the centre that Sam's lot were holding 
Ran around a place called Badajoz. 

Where the Spaniards had put up a bastion 
And ooh...! what a bastion it was. 

 

They pounded away all the morning 
With canister, grape shot and ball. 

But the face of the bastion defied them, 
They made no impression at all. 

 

They started again after dinner 
Bombarding as hard as they could. 

And the Duke brought his own private cannon 
But that weren't a ha'pence o' good. 

 

The Duke said, 'Sam, put down thy musket 
And help me lay this gun true.' 

Sam answered, 'You'd best ask your favours 
From them as you give pudding to.' 

 

The Duke looked at Sam so reproachful 
'And don't take it that way,' said he. 

'Us Generals have got to be ruthless 
It hurts me more than it did thee.' 

 
Sam sniffed at these words kind of sceptic, 
Then looked down the Duke's private gun. 
And said 'We'd best put in two charges, 

We'll never bust bastion with one.' 
 

He tipped cannon ball out of muzzle 
He took out the wadding and all. 

He filled barrel chock full of powder, 
Then picked up and replaced the ball. 

 

He took a good aim at the bastion 
Then said 'Right-o, Duke, let her fly.' 

The cannon nigh jumped off her trunnions, 
And up went the bastion, sky high. 

 

The Duke, he weren't 'alf elated 
He danced around trench full of glee. 
And said, 'Sam, for this gallant action. 
You can hot up your pudding for tea.' 

 

Sam looked 'round to pick up his pudding 
But it wasn't there, nowhere about. 

In the place where he thought he had left it, 
Lay the cannon ball he'd just tipped out. 

 

Sam saw in a flash what 'ad happened: 
By an unprecedented mishap. 

The pudding his mother had sent him, 
Had blown Badajoz off map. 

 

That's why fuisilliers wear to this moment 
A badge which they think's a grenade. 

But they're wrong... it's a brass reproduction, 
Of the pudding Sam's mother once made. 

 
 

 
 

SOME FESTIVE 
RITUALS 

 
 
 

New Zealand:  Rather than use traditional 
conifer trees, New Zealanders decorate 
Pohutukawa trees at Christmas. 
 
Portugal: Consoda is a traditional 
Christmas morning feast in Portugal. This is a 
time for remembering the dead, and families lay 
places for the souls of their late loved ones. 
 
Germany:  German children leave a 
shoe outside the house on December 5th, 
which is filled with sweets overnight. Naughty 
children awake to find a tree branch in the shoe 
instead.  



 A BOWL OF SNOW 

Take a pottle (half a gallon!) 

of sweet thick Cream, and 
the white of eyght Egs, and 

beate them altogether, with a spoone, then put 
them into your cream with a dishfull of 
Rosewater, and a dishfull of Sugar withall, then 
take a sticke and make it clene, and then cut it 
in the end foursquare, and therewith beat all the 
aforesaid things together, and ever as it ariseth 
take it off, and put it in to a Cullender, this 
doone, take a platter and setae an Apple in the 
midst of it, stick a thicke bush of Rosemary in 
the Apple. Then cast your Snow upon the 
Rosemary and fill your platter therewith, and if 
you have wafers cast some withall, and so 
serve them forthe. 
 

[Disclaimer! This is a very old (1594) recipe and we take 
NO responsibility for how it tastes!] 

 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW  
- CHRISTMAS FARE 

 

The world’s most expensive 

Christmas pudding costs 
£23,000. 

During Christmas we throw away 2million 

turkeys, 5 million Christmas Puddings and 74 
million mince pies. 

Twenty Three percent of 

people choose Chocolate Yule 
Log as a Christmas pudding. 

An estimated 6.5 million jars of 

cranberry sauce are consumed in UK every 
Christmas. 

Three hundred million mince 

pies are estimated to be 
eaten over the Christmas 
period. 

The largest ‘Pig in Blanket’ was over 2ft long. 

 Around 50% of us don’t like 

sprouts because we have a gene 
that makes them taste bitter. 
 

The average Christmas dinner contains 956 

calories. 

The average person in the UK will gain up to 

7lbs during Christmas time. 

The average UK household 

spends £161 on Christmas food 
and drink. 

 
(Source: Aga Living) 

 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS BELLS 

Bells have traditionally 

been associated with 
Christmas for a long time.  

In the Anglican and 
Catholic churches, the 

church day starts at sunset, so any service after 
that is the first service of the day. So a service 
on Christmas Eve after sunset is traditionally 
the first service of Christmas day! In churches 
that have a Bell or Bells, they are often rung to 
signal the start of this service. 

In some churches in the UK, it is traditional that 
the largest bell in the church is rung four times 
in the hour before midnight and then at midnight 
all the bells are rung in celebration. 

In the Catholic Church, Christmas is the only 
time that Mass is allowed to be held at 
Midnight. This is because in the early church, it 
was believed that Jesus was born at midnight, 
although there has never been any proof of this! 
A lot of Churches have midnight services on 
Christmas Eve, although not every church will 
have a mass or communion as part of the 
service. 

In many Catholic countries such as France, 
Spain and Italy, the midnight mass service is 
very important and everyone tries to go to a 
service. 

 In Victorian times, it was very 
fashionable to go carol singing 
with small handbells to play the 
tune of the carol. Sometimes 
there would only be the bells 

and no singing! Handbell ringing is still popular 
today. 

 
 
 

 
CRACKER JOKES 

 

What do you call Father Christmas on the 

beach? 
Sandy Clause! 

What did the sea Say to Santa? 

Nothing! It just waved! 

What does Santa do with fat elves? 

He sends them to an Elf Farm! 

What do you get if you cross Santa with a 

duck? 
A Christmas Quacker! 

Who delivers presents to baby sharks at 

Christmas? 
Santa Jaws 

What says Oh Oh Oh? 

Santa walking backwards! 

What goes Ho Ho Whoosh, Ho Ho Whoosh? 

Santa going through a revolving door! 

Why does Santa go down the chimney on 

Christmas Eve? 
Because it 'soots' him! 

Who is Santa's favorite singer? 

Elf-is Presley! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you call Santa's little helpers? 

Subordinate clauses! 

What do Santa's little helpers learn at school? 

The elf-abet! 

What did Santa say to the smoker? 

Please don't smoke, it's bad for my elf! 

Where does Santa go when he's sick? 

To the elf centre! 

Where do elves go to dance? 

Christmas Balls! 

What do elves eat for breakfast? 

Frosted Flakes! 

What do you call a frozen elf hanging from the 

ceiling? 
An elfcicle! 

What type of Shoes does Santa wear when 

he travels on a train? 
Platforms! 

Why did the turkey cross the road? 

Because he wasn't chicken! 

Why did the turkey cross the road? 

Because it was the chicken's day off! 

What happened to the turkey at Christmas? 

It got gobbled! 

Why did the turkey join the band? 

Because it had the drumsticks! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Bônau Cabbage Patch is published and issued by The Pwll Action Committee. The editors are: Peter Kent  
(53 Pwll Road - 755260)  & Jeff Williams (81 Pwll Road - 777420). Please submit your reports, articles etc to either editor or any other 

committee member. Hand written reports are OK – we’ll type them up for you. Please ensure you include your name, address and 
telephone number so we can contact you just in case we need clarification or we can’t read your writing! You can also contact the 

magazine by e-mail at: pwllmag@gmail.com 
 

 Closing date for submissions of articles, reports etc for the autumn edition is 24
th
 January 2016 –  

amended adverts by 20
th
 January 2016. 

 

Any views and opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Pwll Action Committee. 
http://www.pwllmag.co.uk 

 

Copyright exists on all articles and photographs published in this magazine. All photos and articles copyrighted © by their respective 
owners. 
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   Holy Trinity Sunday School Trip to Blackpool (July 1934)                           (Pic: Elaine Unstead) 

 

 


