DIARY DATES

T

Welcome to the fifty-seventh edition of The
Bônau Cabbage Patch. We hope you enjoy
reading it as much as we have enjoyed
preparing it for you.
We had a few responses to the last edition so
let's clear up the problem. We can confirm that
the story concerning Pwll crisps being made
again in the village was our little attempt at an
April fool's joke. Don’t feel bad if we caught
you…you were not alone!
Enjoy this edition, which we hope contain all the
subjects and articles that we know you enjoy
reading.

A clear conscience is usually the
sign of a bad memory.
- unknown

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

We would like to welcome our new sponsors
to the magazine and hope that our association
will be a long and enjoyable one.
We would also like to express our thanks and
gratitude to all our sponsors without whose
generous contributions this edition of the
magazine would not have been possible.
We ask our readers to patronise our sponsors
whenever possible and please mention the
Bônau Cabbage Patch when you make your
purchases.

o contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or The
Pwll Action Committee please call 755665 or
755260 or 777420 or drop your articles or
reports through our letterboxes at 43 or 53 or
81 Pwll Road or you can send us e-mail at:
pwllmag@gmail.com
Any photographs we use are first scanned and
then the originals are returned to their rightful
owners so don’t be shy or fearful in sending us
your photographs. It would be handy though if
you wrote your name and address on the back
of the photo (in pencil) or you attached one of
those ‘post-it-notes’.

PWLL RESIDENTS &
TENANTS
ASSOCIATION

The

Pwll
Residents
Association meet @ 6:30 pm on the last
Monday of every month in the vestry of
Bethlehem Chapel.
Do please go along as everyone is welcome to
express their views and thoughts on what they
think should be improved in the village.

The

deadline for the
autumn edition of The
Bônau Cabbage Patch is
22nd July 2017 for your
articles or reports or 20th
July 2017 for any amendments to your advert.

all previous editions of the
magazine on the web. We also have over 500
old and new photographs of interest to Pwll
residents there. Take a look by pointing your
browser to:
www.pwllmag.co.uk

HENGOED BEAT
SURGERY

M

eetings are
weekly as follows:

held

Pwll Pavillion – Wednesdays 11am-12 noon
Graig College – Thursdays 12:30pm -1:30pm.
Furnace Rugby Club – Thursdays 6.30pm7.30pm
Sandpiper – Fridays 3pm-4pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend the meetings
and contribute.

Common sense is the most
widely shared commodity in the
world, for every man is
convinced that he is well
supplied with it.
- Rene Decartes (1596-1650)

Whitsun
Trinity Sunday
Father’s Day
Summer Solstice
St Swithun’s Day
Summer Bank Holiday
Autumn equinox

When mother ain't happy, ain't
nobody happy.
- unknown

PWLL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH &
POLICING TEAM

www.facebook.com/dafyddP

BÔNAU DEADLINES

WE’RE ON THE WEB

Don’t forget that you can view

T

he local police rely on
us, the public to come forward and provide
them with information so they can provide a
better service. It also keeps them in the loop of
what is really going on in our community. You
can contact them in several ways, all are
confidential, and each will be investigated. You
can notify them either by telephone, e-mail,
Bobby Box etc. as follows: - PCSO 8005 Eira
Jones telephone number 101 or e-mail
eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk or at our
local Bobby Box which is situated at Pwll
Stores. You can also follow Dyfed Powys Police
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/dafyddP or be
their friend on Facebook at

June 4th
June 11th
June 18th
June 21st
July 15th
Aug 28th
Sept 22nd

Follow them on their Twitter Page:
@NPTLlanelliTown

T

he Neighbourhood Watch & Policing Team
hold regular meetings in Pwll Pavilion so that
the public can meet them and discuss their
problems and concerns.
Meetings (open to all) are held
Wednesday between 11am - noon

every

Your local neighbourhood watch co-ordinator is
John Edwards. You can contact John on
775534. You can contact your local Police
Community Support Officer Eira Jones by
phoning 101 or by e-mail at::
eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk
Alternatively you can contact PC 1092 Michelle
Fuge by phoning 101 or by e-mail at:
michelle.fuge@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk

Who was the one who put the
needle in the haystack anyway?
- Lester Goslar

THE LONDON UNDERGROUND - The
Early Years

I

n the first half of the 19th century, London had
grown greatly and the development of a
commuting population arriving by train each day
led to traffic congestion with carts, cabs and
omnibuses filling the roads. By 1850 there were
seven railway termini located around the urban
centre of London and the concept of an
underground railway linking the City of London
with these stations was first proposed in the
1830s. Charles Pearson, Solicitor to the City of
London, was a leading promoter of several
schemes, and in 1852 he helped set up the City
Terminus Company to build such a railway from
Farringdon to King's Cross. Although the plan
was supported by the City of London, the
railway companies were not interested and the
company struggled to proceed. In 1854 the
Metropolitan Railway (also known as the Met)
was granted permission to build an
underground line at an estimated cost of
£1 million. With the Crimean War under way,
the Met found it hard to raise the capital, and
construction did not start until March 1860. The
railway was mostly built using the "cut-andcover" method from Paddington to King's
Cross; east of King's Cross it was built by
tunnelling and then followed the culverted
River Fleet in an open cutting to the new meat
market at Smithfield. The 3.75-mile (6 km)
railway opened to the public on 10 January
1863, using steam locomotives hauling wooden
carriages. It was hailed as a success, carrying
38,000 passengers on the opening day,
borrowing trains from other railways to
supplement the service. In the first twelve
months 9.5 million passengers were carried and
in the second twelve months this increased to
12 million.
The Met's early success prompted a flurry of
applications to parliament in 1863 for new
railways in London, many competing for similar

routes. The House of Lords established a select
committee that recommended an "inner circuit
of railway that should abut, if not actually join,
nearly all of the principal railway termini in the
Metropolis". Proposals to extend the Met were
accepted, and the committee agreed a proposal
that a new company, the Metropolitan District
Railway (commonly known as the District
Railway), be formed to complete the circuit.
Initially, the District and the Met were closely
associated and it was intended that they would
merge. The Met's chairman and three other
directors were on the board of the District, John
Fowler was the engineer of both companies.
The construction works for the extensions were
let as a single contract and the Met initially
operated all the services. Struggling under the
burden of high construction costs, the District's
level of debt meant that merger was no longer
attractive to the Met and its directors resigned
from the District's board. To improve its
finances, the District terminated the operating
agreement and began operating its own trains.
Conflict between the Met and the District and
the expense of construction delayed further
progress on the completion of the inner circle.
In 1879, the Met now wishing to access the
South Eastern Railway via the East London
Railway (ELR), an Act of Parliament was
obtained to complete the circle and link to the
ELR. After an official opening ceremony on 17
September and trial running, a complete Circle
line service started on 6 October 1884.

Met's most important route as it expanded north
into the Middlesex countryside, where it
stimulated the development of new suburbs.
Harrow was reached in 1880, and the line
eventually extended as far as Verney Junction
in Buckinghamshire, more than 50 miles (80
kilometres) from Baker Street and the centre of
London. From the end of the 19th century, the
railway shared tracks with the Great Central
Railway route out of Marylebone.

HAIR

H

air has long been a focus
of care and attention for
humans, even seen as our
'crowning
glory'.
The
extended
meanings
and
idioms involving hair tend to
refer either to the physical appearance of hair
or the emotions. A hair describes a very small
amount or distance in the expression by a
hair('s breadth), meaning 'very close', which is
also like the phrase by a whisker.
Physical fineness of hair is also referenced in
the expression split hairs whereby petty
distinctions are made. Other expressions with
hair allude to emotional states, such as get in
your hair meaning 'annoy'.

Above: District Railway's Temple station in 1899

The idea that emotions can affect the hair has
its foundation in fact in that cold, fear, and
shock cause body hair to erect, literally hairraising or making your hair stand on end. In
olden times, the elaborate hairdressing of ladies
and gentlemen in public meant that they would
only let their hair down in private, thus the
meaning of relaxing, or becoming confidential,
developed.

By 1871, when the District began operating its
own trains, the railway had extended to West
Brompton and a terminus at Mansion House.
Hammersmith was reached from Earl's Court
and services reached Richmond, Ealing,
Hounslow and Wimbledon. As part of the
project that completed the Circle line in October
1884, the District began to serve Whitechapel.
Services began running to Upminster in 1902,
after a link to the London, Tilbury & Southend
Railway had been built.

Man has his will but woman has
her way. - Oliver Wendell Holmes

DID YOU KNOW

(Source: Wikipedia)

N

apoleon commissioned a
nude statue of himself. On
his defeat it was given to
Wellington.

SOME WACKY WARNINGS
Above: Fowler's Ghost was an experimental fireless
steam locomotive designed by John Fowler to prevent
smoke and steam underground. It was not considered a
success, and condensing steam locomotives were used.

The Metropolitan Railway had been extended
soon after opening, reaching Hammersmith with
the Great Western Railway in 1864 and
Richmond over the tracks of the London and
South Western Railway (L&SWR) in 1877. The
Metropolitan & St John's Wood Railway opened
as a single track branch from Baker Street to
Swiss Cottage, and this was to become the

A popular manufactured fireplace log warns:
"Caution - Risk of Fire."

T

" his Vanishing Fabric Marker should not be
used as a writing instrument for signing checks
or any legal documents."

T

he label on a bottle of drain cleaner that
warns: "If you do not understand, or cannot
read, all directions, cautions and warnings, do
not use this product."

There is no reason why DVD boxes need to
be bigger than CD cases because the discs are
the same size. But because they replaced VHS
videos, the boxes were made the same height
so they could be displayed side by side with
videos during the changeover.

In

the 318 years between 1539 and 1857,
there were only 317 divorces in England.

WHEN TO FEED
WILD BIRDS
Spring and summer

O

nly feed selected foods
at this time of year. Good hygiene is vital, or
feeding may do more harm than good.
During the summer months, birds require high
protein foods, especially while they are
moulting.
Black sunflower seeds, pinhead oatmeal,
soaked sultanas, raisins and currants, mild
grated cheese, mealworms, waxworms, mixes
for insectivorous birds, good seed mixtures
without loose peanuts, RSPB food bars and
summer seed mixture are all good foods to
provide. Soft apples and pears cut in half,
bananas and grapes are also good. Some
people use soaked dog or cat food and tinned
pet foods, but these may attract magpies, crows
and cats.
Avoid using peanuts, fat and bread at this time,
since these can be harmful if adult birds feed
them to their nestlings. If you feel you must put
out peanuts, only do so in suitable mesh
feeders that will not allow sizeable pieces of
peanuts to be removed and provide a choking
risk.
Home-made fatballs can go soft and rancid in
warm summer weather, and should be avoided.
Commercially produced fat bars are suitable for
summer feeding but discard any remains
after three weeks.
Temporary food shortage can occur at almost
any time of the year, and if this happens during
the breeding season, extra food on your bird
table can make a big difference to the survival
of young.
Birds time their breeding period to exploit the
availability of natural foods: earthworms in the
case of blackbirds and song thrushes,
and caterpillars in the case of tits and
chaffinches. It is now known that if the weather
turns cold or wet during spring or summer,
severe shortage of insect food can occur, and if
the weather is exceptionally dry, earthworms
will be unavailable to the ground feeders
because of the hard soil.
If food shortages occur when birds have young
in the nest they may be tempted by easy food
put on birdtables to make up the shortfall in

DAI AND HIS GOLFING
GRANDSON

the biggest and most worthwhile sporting event
awaited by the world.

One

2. Cricket - Standing second in
the list is the gentleman’s game
most popular among the Indian
subcontinent. It has fans following
the sport like religion mainly from
India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri
Lanka. It is controlled by ICC having 10 Testplaying countries and 104 member nations with
The ICC World Cup being the second biggest
sporting event.

natural food, initially to feed themselves, but if
the situation gets bad enough, they will also
take the food to the nest.
If the food offered on your bird table isn't
suitable for the young chicks, it can do more
harm than good, and can even be lethal to the
chicks as they can choke on the food. It can be
difficult for a human to gauge when food
shortage in the wild occurs, and hence it is best
not to put out food that is likely to create
problems during the breeding season.
Therefore, never put out loose peanuts, dry
hard foods, large chunks of bread, or fats
during the spring or summer months.
Autumn and winter
At this time of year, put out food and water on a
regular basis. In severe weather, feed twice
daily if you can: in the morning and in the early
afternoon.
Birds require high energy (high fat) foods during
the cold winter weather to maintain their fat
reserves to survive the frosty nights. Use only
good quality food and scraps.
Always adjust the quantity given to the demand,
and never allow uneaten foods to accumulate
around the feeders. Once you establish a
feeding routine, try not to change it as the birds
will become used to it and time their visits to
your garden accordingly.
(Source: RSPB)

DID YOU KNOW

Prime

Minister
Spencer
Perceval was shot and killed in
the House of Commons on 11
May 1812. He remains the only British prime
minister to have been assassinated.

According

to 'Burkes History of the Land',
published in 1836, Cilymaenllwyd means
"Refuge of the Holy Stone"

H

arry Brearly was trying to make better rifle
barrels in Sheffield in 1913 when he noticed his
new mixture, with added chromium, didn’t rust.
He’d accidentally created stainless steel with a
host of peaceful uses.

day, Dai and his
grandson go golfing. The
young boy is really good so Dai is just giving
him some tips. They are on hole 8 and there is
a tree in the way and Dai says to his grandson,
""When I was your age, I could hit the ball right
over that tree."
So the grandson has a go but he hits the ball
and it bounces off the tree and lands just a foot
away from where it started.
The grandson, not to be put off has another
swing at the ball with the same result.
And another, and another.
"Of course," Dai said after the eighth attempt by
his grandson, "when I was your age, the tree
was only three feet tall!"

DID YOU KNOW

A

mother claims she was
escorted out of a John Lewis
store after her toddler had a
tantrum.

Lindsay Robinson was shopping at the Trafford
Centre branch of the department store when
her 16-month-old daughter, Heidi, had a temper
fit.
As she was trying to calm her daughter down a
member of staff from menswear approached
her and made her leave the shop.
Lindsay, 36, from Prestwich, said: “He said to
me ‘I’m afraid we’ve had a complaint, you will
have
to
leave’.
I
was
shocked.
“I dropped a key ring and rucksack for Heidi
that I was about to buy, and this staff member
escorted us out of the store.

MOST PLAYED SPORT
1. Football - is the most
popular game, having the
largest fan club of 3.5 billion
people and 208 member
nations.
The
Champions
League and the English Premier League are
famous football leagues with FIFA World Cup

3. Hockey - It is the national sport
of Pakistan and India with followers
from
Bangladesh,
Holland,
Germany, Australia, Japan, South
Korea, Malaysia, Argentina and
England. The Hockey World Cup and the
Olympics are the major events with the Sultan
Azlan Shah tournament and the Champions
Trophy being equally prominent. The IHF has
more than 100 member nations.
4. Tennis - It is more popular in
rich countries with almost 1 billion
watchers and players. The main
tournaments are the French
Open, the Australian Open, US
Open and Wimbledon. The Grand
Slam tournaments are supposed to get the
maximum attention during the tennis season.

All would live long but none
would be old.
- Ben Franklin (1706-1790)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

I

n 1965, a Copenhagen newspaper ran an
April Fool hoax claiming that the Danish
parliament was going to require all black dogs
to be painted white, in order to increase road
safety by making the dogs more visible at night.
Fast forward to 2015. The Dartmoor Livestock
Protection Society has launched a scheme to
paint ponies with reflective blue stripes in order
to allow motorists to see them more easily at
night. Goes to show that, given enough time, all
April Fool hoaxes eventually come true.

BURRY PORT OF YESTERYEAR

FISH AND CHIPS

F

ish and chips are
the
undisputed
National dish of Great
Britain, becoming a
cultural and culinary
symbol of our country, instantly recognised as
British the world over.
The origins and development of the dish in the
mid-19th century are closely associated with
the industrial revolution and it has maintained
huge popularity as the original, affordable and
nutritious takeaway ever since.

people who could just about afford it, providing
a meal that all the family could share as a
crucial supplement to the most basic of diets.
By 1910 there were perhaps 25,000 fish and
chip shops around the country, peaking at
35,000 by 1927 and between the wars most
industrial towns boasted a fish and chip shop
on almost every street.
At the outbreak of the Second World War the
deep
sea
trawling
industry
provided
experienced recruits for the wartime Navy.

Fish and chips were first served together as a
complete dish around 1860 - the Malin family of
London and the Lee's of Mossley, near
Manchester both staking claims to be the first.
However, the fried fish and cooked potato
trades had existed for many years before this.

Above: Burry Port Railway Station in 1910

Fried fish was first introduced to London by
Jewish immigrants from Portugal and Spain
probably as far back as the 17th Century.
American
President
Thomas
Jefferson
described eating 'fried fish in the Jewish
fashion' on a visit to the capital at the end of the
18th Century and even Charles Dickens makes
reference to a fried fish warehouse in Oliver
Twist. Fried potatoes as chips probably
originate from Belgium.
Dickens was indeed an early advocate of the
trade also recounting 'Husky chips of potatoes,
fried with some reluctant drops of oil' in 'A Tale
of two Cities', published in 1859.
From the 1870's the fish and chip trade spread
rapidly, especially in London and the cotton and
woollen manufacturing towns of the Pennines,
and soon became a readily accessible hot,
nutritious meal for many factory and mill
workers.
During this time the growth of fish and chips
can be attributed to mechanisation both at sea
and on land.

Above: The Adelphi Cinema

The development of trawl fishing in the North
Sea provided unprecedented supplies of white
fish. The development of the rail network,
connecting ports such as Grimsby and Whitby
to the Nation's major industrial cities meant that
fresh fish could now be readily transported to
the heavily populated areas with legions of
hungry workers to feed.
From the 1880's onto the post-war years, fish
and chips sustained and cheered the lives of

(Above: The Savoy, Llanelli)

Reprieved from rationing during the Second
World War, Prime Minister Winston Churchill
referred to fish and chips as 'Good
Companions'.
British soldiers identified each other during the
'D' Day landings by calling out 'fish' and the
response or password was 'chips'. Any other
response and they would have certainly had
their chips.
Since the end of the Second World War, the
food landscape in Great Britain has changed in
many ways and although it's unlikely the
number of fish and chip shops will ever again
reach the levels of 1920's and 30's the demand
for the dish has remained the same. Today
some 10,500 businesses provide the Nation
with a similar volume of fish and chips to those
of the post war years.
(Source: National Federation of Fish Friers)

Instead of getting married
again, I'm going to find a woman
I don't like and just give her a
house. - Louis Grizzard

DAI's MEMORY TEST

10.

It's Finger Lickin' Good - KFC (1950s)

11.

Say It With Flowers - Florist's
Transworld Delivery (1917)

12.

Keep Calm and Carry On - HM
Government (1939)

13.

It's The Real Thing - Coca-Cola
(1940)

14.

You Either Love It Or Hate It Marmite (1996)

15.

Because I’m Worth It - L'Oreal (1971)

16.

Snap! Crackle! Pop! - Kellogg’s
(1932)

17.

Never Knowingly Undersold - John
Lewis (1925)

18.

Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite - France
(1789)

"That's great!" says the doctor. "How did you
get your answer?"

19.

Refreshes The Parts Other Beers
Cannot Reach - Heineken (1973)

"Easy," says Dai, "Just subtract 191 from
Wednesday."

20.

Three

elderly men, Dai,
Jenkin and Ieuan go to the
doctor's for their memory test.
It's a miracle they remembered
the appointment!
Anyway, the doctor begins by asking Ieuan,
"What is five times five?"
"191," is his reply.
The doctor rolls his eyes and looks up at the
ceiling, and says to Jenkin, "It's your turn. What
is five times five?"
"Wednesday," replies Jenkin.
The doctor shakes his head sadly, then asks,
"Okay Dai it's your turn. What's five times five?"
"Twenty five," says Dai.

TOP 20 SLOGANS of all time.
(The
poll,
compiled
by
Creative Review magazine,
features
brands
and
catchphrases ranging mostly
from the 1930s to the 1990s although one slogan dates back to 1789).

01.

No One Likes Us, We Don’t Care Millwall FC (1970s)

Blessed is he that expects
nothing, for he shall never be
disappointed.
- Ben Franklin (1706-1790)

Beanz Meanz Heinz - Heinz
(1967)

02.

Just Do It - Nike (1987)

03

Does Exactly What It Says On the Tin
- Ronseal (1994)

04.

Make Love Not War - various (1960s)

05.

Every Little Helps - Tesco (1993)

06.

Have a Break. Have a Kit Kat - Kit Kat
(1957)

07.

Vorsprung Durch Technik - Audi
(1982)

08.

Think Different - Apple Corporation
(1997)

09.

It is. Are You? - The Independent
newspaper (1986)

TOUGH PLANET

At

any time there are
some 44,000 storms;
lightning strikes the earth
100 times every second,
and
there
are
on
average 35 earthquakes

per day.
Those are all acts of God, one may argue, but
us humans don’t make it any easier on mother
earth.
Every year more than 2 million cases of arson
is reported, and more than a million trees are
chopped just to make toothpicks. Not all is
gloom, however: 200 million couples make love
(and 400,000 babies are born) every day.

THE EAST INDIA
COMPANY

THE
TRANSIST
OR RADIO

T

he
East
India
Company was an
English
and
later
British
joint-stock
company, which was
formed to pursue trade with the East Indies but
ended up trading mainly with the Indian
subcontinent and Qing China.
Originally chartered as the "Governor and
Company of Merchants of London trading into
the East Indies", the company rose to account
for half of the world's trade, particularly in basic
commodities including cotton, silk, indigo dye,
salt, saltpeter, tea and opium. The company
also ruled the beginnings of the British Empire
in India.
The company received a Royal Charter from
Queen Elizabeth I on 31 December 1600
making it the oldest among several similarly
formed European East India Companies.
Wealthy merchants and aristocrats owned the
Company's shares. The government owned no
shares and had only indirect control.
The company eventually
came to rule large areas of
India with its own private
armies, exercising military
power
and
assuming
administrative
functions.
Company rule in India
effectively began in 1757
after the Battle of Plassey
and lasted until 1858
when, following the Indian Rebellion of 1857,
the Government of India Act 1858 led to the
British Crown assuming direct control of India in
the form of the new British Raj.
Despite frequent government intervention, the
company had recurring problems with its
finances. It was dissolved in 1874 as a result of
the East India Stock Dividend Redemption Act
passed one year earlier, as the Government of
India Act had by then rendered it vestigial,
powerless,
and
obsolete.
The
official
government machinery of British India had
assumed its governmental functions and
absorbed its armies.

A

transistor
radio
is
a
small portable
radio receiver
that
uses

transistor-based circuitry.
Following their development in 1954, made
possible by the invention of the transistor in
1947, they became the most popular electronic
communication device in history, with billions
manufactured during the 1960s and 1970s.
Their pocket size sparked a change in popular
music listening habits, allowing people to listen
to music anywhere they went. Beginning in the
1980s, however, cheap AM transistor radios
were superseded by devices with higher audio
quality such as portable CD players, personal
audio players, boom boxes, and (eventually)
smart phones, some of which contain radios
themselves.
Before the transistor was invented, radios used
vacuum tubes. Although portable vacuum tube
radios were produced, they were bulky and
heavy due to the large batteries necessary to
supply the high power consumption of the
tubes, and the transformer required to step up
the low battery voltage to the high anode
voltage needed by the tubes.
Bell Laboratories demonstrated the first
transistor on December 23, 1947. After
obtaining patent protection, the company held a
news conference on June 30, 1948, at which a
prototype transistor radio was demonstrated.
There are many claimants to the title of the first
company to produce practical transistor radios,
often incorrectly attributed to Sony (originally
Tokyo
Telecommunications
Engineering
Corporation).
Texas
Instruments
had
demonstrated all-transistor AM (amplitude
modulation) radios as early as May 25, 1954,
but their performance was well below that of
equivalent vacuum tube models. A workable alltransistor radio was demonstrated in August
1953 at the Düsseldorf Radio Fair by the
German firm Intermetall.
(Source: Wikipedia.com)

ALPHONSE (AL) CAPONE

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR

C

apone was one of the most notorious
American gangsters of the 20th century and
has been the major subject of numerous
articles, books, and films. His personality and
character have been used in fiction as a model
for crime lords and criminal masterminds ever
since his death. The stereotypical image of a
mobster wearing a blue pinstriped suit and tilted
fedora is based on photos of Capone. His
accent, mannerisms, facial construction,
physical stature, and parodies of his name have
been used for numerous gangsters in comics,
movies, music, and literature.
Alphonse Gabriel "Al" Capone January 17,
1899 – January 25, 1947) was an American
gangster who attained fame during the
Prohibition era as the co-founder and boss of
the Chicago Outfit. His seven-year reign as
crime boss ended when he was 33 years old.
Capone was born in Brooklyn in New York City
to Italian immigrants. He was considered a Five
Points Gang member who became a bouncer in
organized crime premises such as brothels. In
his early twenties, he moved to Chicago and
became bodyguard and trusted factotum for
Johnny Torrio, head of a criminal syndicate that
illegally supplied alcohol—the forerunner of the
Outfit—and that was politically protected
through the Unione Siciliana. A conflict with the
North Side Gang was instrumental in Capone's
rise and fall. Torrio went into retirement after
North Side gunmen almost killed him, handing
control to Capone. Capone expanded the
bootlegging business through increasingly
violent means, but his mutually profitable
relationships with mayor William Hale
Thompson and the city's police meant that
Capone seemed safe from law enforcement.

Capone apparently reveled in attention, such as
the cheers from spectators when he appeared
at ball games. He made donations to various
charities and was viewed by many to be a
"modern-day Robin Hood". However, the Saint
Valentine's Day Massacre of gang rivals,
resulting in the killing of seven men in broad
daylight, damaged Chicago's image—as well as
Capone's—leading influential citizens to
demand governmental action and newspapers
to dub him "Public Enemy No. 1".
The federal authorities became intent on jailing
Capone, and they prosecuted him for tax
evasion in 1931, a federal crime and a novel
strategy during the era. During the highly
publicized case, the judge admitted as evidence
Capone's admissions of his income and unpaid
taxes during prior (and ultimately abortive)
negotiations to pay the government any back
taxes he owed. Capone was convicted and
sentenced to 11 years in federal prison. After
conviction, he replaced his old defense team
with experts in tax law, and his grounds for
appeal were strengthened by a Supreme Court
ruling, but his appeal ultimately failed.
He was already showing signs of syphilitic
dementia early in his sentence, and he became
increasingly debilitated before being released
after eight years. On January 25, 1947, Capone
died of cardiac arrest after suffering a stroke.

DAI'S PROBLEM

Dear Editor,
I have two brothers, one
works as a civil servant for
the government. The other was sentenced to
life imprisonment. My mother died of insanity
when I was three years old, my two sisters are
'ladies of the street' and my father sells drugs.
Recently I met a girl who has been released
from prison for smothering her illegitimate child
to death. I love this girl very much and want to
marry her.
My problem is, should I tell her about my
brother working as a civil servant for the
government?
Regards
Dai

WILD FLOWERS

Members

of local club
Llanelli Naturalists have
been busy planting wild
flower seeds in Pwll Park.
You may have noticed a
small marked bed on top of
the curved mound at the
western end, and a tiny bed
(for the woodland flowers) near the
northwestern entrance. As a conservation
group, Llanelli Naturalists were able to obtain
free packs of native wild flower seeds under the
National Lottery funded Grow Wild scheme.
Fingers crossed the seedlings survive and
provide us with a show of flowers later in the
year, which will also be of use to bees and
other insects. If successful, it would be nice to
roll out more wild flower areas across the
Millennium Coastal Park.

IRISH CHAMP
Champ
is
a
traditional Northern
Irish dish of rich,
creamy
mashed
potatoes into which
are added chopped
spring onions, milk and melted butter.

CAPEL LIBANUS CHAPEL

Cynhelir oedfaon bob bore Sul am ddeg o’r gloch gydag Ysgol Sul i’r plant ac Oedfa Gymun yn
fisol.

DAI AND A FRIEND

Two elderly gentlemen, Dai and Ieuan,

had
been friends for many, many decades. Over the
years they had shared all kinds of activities and
adventures.
Lately though, their activities had been limited
to meeting a few times a week to enjoy a pint or
two in the Colliers' Arms.
One day they were enjoying their pint when
Ieuan looked at Dai and said, "Now don't get
mad at me ... I know we've been friends for a
long time, but I just can't remember your name.
I've thought and thought, but I can't recall it.
Please tell me what your name is."
Dai just glared at him. For at least three
minutes he just looked at him. Finally he said,
"How soon do you need to know?"

Llanelli Naturalists was formed in 1973 to
promote the study of the countryside and to
encourage the protection of wildlife. They hold
monthly meetings with speakers during the
winter, and outdoor field trips during the
summer. Further information on their website:

Yn ystod y flwyddyn, rydym wedi bod yn ffodus i dderbyn gwasanaeth nifer o weinidogion
a phregethwyr yn ein gwasanaethau wythnosol. Rydym hefyd wedi cael sawl Sul yr
Aelodau, rhai ohonynt yn dilyn cynllun newydd, diddorol Y Ffordd, lle cawn gyfle i wylio a
gwrando ar nifer o weinidogion yn trafod a mynegi barn cyn ymateb drwy gael trafodaeth
mewn grwpiau.
Ym mis Chwefror, cynhaliwyd y Cwrdd Chwarter yn Libanus. Roedd yn fraint cael
croesawu’r cynrychiolwyr i’r cyfarfod a da oedd cael cyfle i wrando ar sut mae eglwysi
eraill yn gwneud y gorau o’u hadnoddau mewn ardaloedd gwledig a threfol.
Mae gwaith elusennol Libanus yn parhau eto eleni. Rydym yn casglu tuniau a bwydydd
sych i’r banc bwyd. Mae bocs yn y cyntedd ar gyfer eich rhoddion ac mae Deryth yn
trefnu bod y nwyddau yn mynd i Ganolfan Myrtle House ar ddiwedd pob mis. Diolch i
bawb am eu rhoddion ac i Deryth am drefnu.
Ddiwedd mis Ebrill, pleser o’r mwyaf oedd gweld un o’n haelodau’n priodi yn Libanus.
Mae Ffion a Mari, merched bach Dyfrig a Kerry wedi bod yn dod i’r Ysgol Sul ac yn
cymryd rhan yn y Cwrdd Plant yn rheolaidd. Dymunwn yn dda i Dyfrig a Kerry Thomas
a’u teulu i’r dyfodol.

If a patient dies, the doctor
killed him, but if he gets well,
the saints have saved him.
- Italian Proverb

http://www.llanellinaturalists.org.uk/
and up to date reports on facebook:
www.facebook.com/llanellinaturalists/.

GOUT

A wine merchant sent a bottle of sherry to
Lord Chesterfield, claiming that it had powers to
cure gout. Lord Chesterfield replied with a note
saying:
Sir, I have tried your sherry and frankly prefer
the gout.

DID YOU KNOW

W

rigley, the chewing gum firm, originally
made baking powder and started giving away
free sticks of chewing gum with it. The
customers preferred the gimmick to the original
product and so a multi-million dollar global
business was born.

Dyfrig a Kerry Thomas

Mari a Ffion, merched Dyfrig a Kerry

WELSH DID YOU
KNOW

AGA COOKER

T

he AGA cooker is a
heat storage stove and
cooker, which works on
the principle that a
heavy frame made of
cast iron can absorb
heat from a relatively low-intensity but
continuously burning source, and the
accumulated heat can then be used for
cooking. Originally heated by slow-burning coal,
the Aga cooker was invented in 1922 by the
Nobel Prize–winning Swedish physicist Gustaf
Dalén (1869–1937), who was employed first as
the chief engineer of the Swedish AGA
company (Swedish Aktiebolaget Svenska
Gasaccumulator,
English
Swedish
Gas
Accumulator, Limited).
The cookers were first imported to Britain in
1929, and were first manufactured there under
licence in the early 1930s. The cast-iron parts
were first cast at the Coalbrookdale foundry in
the 1940s, where they are still made by the Aga
Rangemaster Group.
Gustaf Dalén lost his sight in an explosion while
developing his earlier invention, a porous
substrate for storing gases, Agamassan.
Forced to stay at home, Dalén discovered that
his wife was exhausted by cooking. Although
blind, he set out to develop a new stove that
was capable of a range of culinary techniques
and easy to use.
Adopting the principle of heat storage, he
combined a heat source, two large hotplates
and two ovens into one unit: the AGA Cooker.
The cooker was introduced to England in 1929,
and its popularity in certain parts of English
society (owners of medium to large country
houses) led to the coining of the term "AGA
Saga" in the 1990s, referring to a genre of
fiction set amongst stereotypical upper-middleclass society.
Aga cookers can also make a contribution to
space heating, although it is not true that they
can heat an entire house, despite persistent
claims to the contrary, presumably arising
because the cookers look similar to the many
types of central-heating range such as the
'Stanley' or the 'Rayburn' Range, also made by
the AGA Rangemaster Group.
(Source: Wikipedia)

There are around 60 cider
producers
in
Wales
producing
around
1.1
million litres of cider per year. They
include Gwynt y Ddraig Cider , which also
produces perry and export to Australia, Finland,
Norway and Germany.

The

World's smallest commercial brewery
is Bragdy Gwynant just outside Aberystwyth
and is less than 5ft square! It has just one
customer, the pub next door, the Tynllidiart
Arms.

I

n 1992, John Savage Onstwedder, an organic
farmer and co-founder of Teifi Farmhouse
Cheese, commissioned Springbank Distillery in
Scotland to produce the world’s first organic
whisky of the modern era in anticipation of the
new millennium. The whisky is now made in
west Wales.

L

lanllyr Water is drawn from certified organic
land in west Wales. The source is on a farm
which has been in the same family for 800
years. It is found in many of the world’s top
restaurants and hotels and is distributed
extensively throughout the US

CHRISTIAN AID

C

hristian Aid week this
year began on Monday 15th
May with a service at
Libanus
Chapel
which
started at 7pm and included
a 'Fare Trade' stall. A warm
welcome was extended to
all.
This year we mark our 60th
anniversary of Christian Aid
week and we thank all our
volunteers for their tireless
dedication. We work in partnership with other
organisations to tackle the root causes of
poverty, so that men, women and children - the
word over - are strengthened against future
knocks. We read in St Matthew, "For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat ... I
was a stranger and you invited me in."
It is thanks to people like yourselves, who give
so generously over the year, that we are able to
help people far worse off than ourselves.
If you would like to know more about Christian
Aid the numbers to call are:
01554 758023 or
01554 772441
Many Thanks

DAI's GOOD NEWS

D

ermatologist: Good News Dai, after looking
through your test results I'm happy to report you
will no longer be plagued by pimples.
Dai: Wow! That's great! Why?
Dermatologist: There's no more space.

In God we trust;
all others pay cash.

Inspired by God, but written by faithful human
beings, the Bible covers a vast period of human
history. It is the grand story of God’s dealings
with the world he made and loves, climaxing in
the revelation of God’s own purposes in Jesus
Christ, the ‘Word made flesh’ (John 1.14). It is
divided in to two parts: the Old Testament tells
the story before Jesus, and the New Testament
tells the story of Jesus and his first followers.
So, as with any library, don’t start reading at the
beginning and doggedly work your way through.
Start with Jesus. Read one of the four Gospels
in the New Testament. They are based on the
testimonies of those who knew Jesus in his
earthly life. Then work your way out. As you
read the Bible, you will encounter the truth
about Jesus, the truth about God, the truth
about the world and the truth about yourself.
At his trial, Jesus was famously asked, ‘What is
truth?’ (John 18.38). The Bible answers this by
saying that Jesus is the truth, and the ‘word’ of
the Bible is true, insofar as it leads us to Jesus
himself, the living Word of God. Read it yourself
and find out. Truth isn’t always black and white.
Sometimes it is multi-coloured.
( © Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge)

The distinctive blue bottles of Ty Nant Water
is probably the most recognised natural bottled
water in the world, having been served at many
top tables and appeared in films and TV shows
around the world.

The Bible contains these different sorts of truth,
and, as with any library, the trick to getting the
most out of it is to know which sort of book you
are reading and therefore which sort of truth
you are encountering.

IS THE BIBLE
TRUE?

WYNNE’S EASTER CHARITY QUIZ

Think of the Bible as a This

library. It is not one
book, but many books.
They are all true. But
there are different sorts
of truth. We know this
instinctively. The truth of
Romeo and Juliet is different from the truth of a
dictionary, and different again from a biography
of Abraham Lincoln or a Gordon Ramsey
cookbook. So it is with the Bible. The truth of
the first few chapters of the book of Genesis is
different from the prophet Isaiah, and different
again from Luke’s Gospel or one of Paul’s
letters. There is the truth of poetry, the truth of
philosophy, the truth of history and biography,
the truth of testimony and the truth of instruction
or codes of law. All true, but all different.

year’s Easter (and The Dai Mawr
Memorial Cup) quiz was held on Easter Sunday
at the Colliers' Arms and was well attended.
The total raised was an incredible £107.00 !!!
A big thank you goes to Wynne for, once
again, organising a brilliant quiz. Thanks as well
to Richard and Sarah for an excellent buffet.
Finally, a big thanks to you, for attended the
quiz and contributed to making it such an
enjoyable evening.
The winning team – The Hot Shots – donated
the money to the Wales Air Ambulance.
Wynne’s next quiz is on Sunday 29th May
(8:30pm) at The Colliers’ Arms, Pwll with
another on August Bank Holiday Sunday 28th
August.

PWLL ATHLETIC F.C.

The two course meal, with entertainment will
cost £26 per person (including coach).

League positions as at 22nd
April 2017

For further information and booking please
contact Gareth Griffiths.

Premier Division

P W D L GD Pts

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

Evans & Williams
Trostre Sports
Loughor
Seaside
Carmarthen Stars
Bwlch
Pengelli United
Dafen
Pwll Athletic
Tumble United
Penllergaer
Pontlliw
Penyfan

24
21
20
22
23
23
22
23
17
21
24
23

19
18
16
15
12
11
8
9
6
5
5
5

2
0
3
4
3
3
5
2
4
5
4
3

3
3
1
3
8
9
9
12
7
11
15
15

62
34
77
41
21
10
0
-18
3
-28
-68
-18

59
54
51
49
39
36
29
29
22
20
19
18

22

2

3

17 -34

9

The cheque barely covers the postage of one
isssue but as a well known supermarket
proclaims: "Every little helps!"
K.P.

Gorseinon

23

2

1

2 -82

7

(Many thanks for your very kind
certainly true that every little helps!).

Division Two

P W D L GD Pts

*C K Swiss Valley
Seaside Reserves
Pembrey

71
49
47
43
41
38
37
36
35
31
28
24
7

25 24 0 1 101
26 15 4 7 51
24 15 2 7 45
Pontlliw Reserves
25 13 4 8 4
Johnstown Reserves 25 13 2 10 18
Drefach
25 11 5 9 13
Kidwelly
24 11 4 9 25
Pwll Reserves
26 10 6 10 2
Pengelli United Res 23 10 5 8 3
Llangennech
23 9 4 10 3
Johnstown
25 8 4 13 -8
LLandovery
24 7 3 14 -11
*Bwlch Reserves
25 3 1 21 -87
24 1 0 23 -159
Llansteffan
* Denotes Points Deducted

3

PWLL AFC ANNUAL PRSENTATION
EVENING

This year’s presentation evening will be held
at The Liberty Stadium, Swansea on Saturday
24th June 2017. Two coaches will be leaving the
Colliers’ Arms at 6:30 pm.

Dear Peter,
Please find enclosed a modest cheque towards
the cost of running "The Bonau Cabbage
Patch," which I continue to enjoy. Thank you
very much for including me on your mailing list
and I wish the magazine continued success.

contribution.

The

French themed
evening to celebrate
our 33rd Birthday
proved to be a great
success,
with
a
splendid array of food
for our French cafe, the Blue Anchor, white and
red of the Tricolour prominent and even a stray
garlic seller (or was that Sue?). Proof perhaps
that whilst the UK may be leaving the EU, the
spirit of 'Entente Cordiale' remains, at least here
in Pwll W.I!

It is

Dear Peter,
Thank you for forwarding the Bonau Cabbage
Patch magazine. I do look forward to receiving
it.
I enclose a donation. Last year you entered it
into the draw and I surprisingly won a prize!
Most unexpected!
How nice to see a picture of the Town Hall with
the rose garden in front - as it used to be. My
husband was so cross when they were taken
away to make room for wider roads - but tht is
progress, isn't it?
Again, many thanks for keeping me in touch.
Yours sincerely
S.T.
Hereford
(Many, many thanks for your very kind donation. it is very
much appreciated).

Out of all the things I've lost
in life, I think I miss my mind
the most. - unknown

Some members of Bryn W.I. came to a meeting
in March to tell all the secrets behind the
making of their short 2015 film "Operation
Teacake" which can be seen on Youtube. It
was a film to celebrate the 100 years of W.I.
and members could be seen on motorbikes,
playing rugby at Parc y Scarlets, doing
somersaults on the Millennium path and
numerous other activities. Everybody had a
great night with lots of laughter! Guess what we
had as refreshments? Yes.....Teacakes.

The Illytd group meeting was held in the
Diplomat Hotel and hosted by Felinfoel W.I. The
speaker was Tony Paultyn talking about
fundraising effort for cystic fibrosis and the
evening ended with three hilarious sketches.
In April our guest speaker Patricia Neil gave an
excellent and interesting talk on Court Farm,
Pembrey. It is the largest surviving preRenaissance manor house in Carmarthenshire.
The Friends of Court Farm was established in
2006 to bring this historic building back to life.
You can look at the website http://focf.info/ for
photos and information about their work.
In May the Illtyd group organised a successful
evening with a meal at the Massala to raise
funds for the SCG WI stand at the Royal Welsh
in Builth Wells. The speaker for May was Mike
Mulroy who is a podiatrist and gave a very
informative talk on looking after your feet. Also
members enjoyed their outing organised by
Felinfoel W.I. They visited the National Wool
Mill at Drefach Felindre followed by a light lunch
there. They then travelled on to Henllan
Prisoner of War camp (Camp 70) near
Llandysul famous for the Catholic Church which
Italian prisoners made out of a corrugated iron
Nissen hut. The building was spectacular and
more so when you realise that the frescoes
were hand painted and even the candlesticks
were made from corn beef tins. Members
ended their tour with an Italian meal at La
Calibra nearby.
Other dates for members diaries are:
14th June - Meeting in Blue Anchor
28th June - Meeting in Bethlehem Chapel
Vestry
Afternoon Tea and Fashion Show at
the Diplomat Hotel
5th July - Performance of 'Funny Girl' at the
WMC
8th July - The W.I. Show in St. Peter's Civic
Hall, Carmarthen
The Pwll W.I. meet every 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month. Unfortunately due to
the uncertainty of the Community Centre we are
not always able to use the Centre. If you are
interested in joining us please ring Chris
Wheeler-Jones on 751596 or Anne Messer
755665 to confirm the venue for the meeting.
Pwll W.I. is also on Facebook and details are
updated regularly.

THE CHIRP HEARD AROUND THE
UNIVERSE

At

4AM
on
September
14,
2015,
a
gravitational wave
was detected for
the first time in
human history. Its source was two black holes,
1.3 billion light years away, whose violent
collision created a release of gravitational-wave
power ten times greater than the combined
energy of all the stars in the universe.
The detection was one of the most notable
scientific (and precision sensing) discoveries of
our time, triggering a worldwide reaction that
spanned scientific journals, mass media, and
late-night talk shows, alike.
Upon being announced in Physical Review
Letters, one of the top physics journals in the
world, the story has been covered by more
news outlets than any other paper the journal
has ever published. The New York Times said it
was “destined to take its place among the great
sound bites of science, ranking with Alexander
Graham Bell’s ‘Mr. Watson, come here…’ ”

PWLL POST OFFICE

The

part time Post Office
housed in The Blue Anchor
Public House, Pwll Road is
open twice weekly on Wednesdays and Fridays
between the hours of 1pm and 3pm.

COLLIERS' ARMS
SUNDAY
LUNCHES

The

Colliers' Arms
are
now
serving
traditional Sunday lunches every Sunday.
So, book your table and enjoy your Sunday
Lunch with one of the Real Cask Ales that the
Colliers' Arms has to offer!
Some special Sundays to remember:
4th June
18th June

-

Whitsun
Father's Day

To reserve a table call Richard on 07516
718447

(Source: Analog.com)

THE WELSH
WEATHER

Coldest day (21 Jan 1940):
- 23.3C Rhayder, Powys

STRADEY HILL - Access for
Residents Only

J

ust a reminder from Dyfed Powys Police that
Stradey Hill is an access only road and should
not be used for shortcuts.
It is for residents and for services of those living
there.

Dullest month (Jan 1962):
2.7 hours at Llwynon, Powys

DID YOU
KNOW

Sunniest month (July 1955):
354.3 hours at Dale Fort, Dyfed
Warmest day (2 Aug 1930):
35.2C Hawarden Bridge, Clwyd
Wettest day (11 Nov 1929):
8.44 inches Rhondda, Gwent
Windiest day (28 Oct 1989):
Highest gust at non-mountainous
site. 124 mph, Rhoose South Glamorgan

C

ampers in Cornwall are
sometimes kept awake by
“cauliflower creak” – the
noise the vegetables make at their peak
growing season. The eerie noise is caused by
the white florets rubbing against each other as
they fight for space during a growth spurt.

TAXIDERMY – As an
art

T

he
golden
age
of
taxidermy was during the
Victorian
era,
when
mounted animals became a
popular part of interior
design and decor. The
father of modern taxidermy is considered to be
John Hancock, an English ornithologist. An avid
collector of birds, which he would shoot himself,
he began modelling them with clay and casting
in plaster.
For the Great Exhibition of 1851 in London, he
mounted a series of stuffed birds as an exhibit.
They generated much interest among the public
and scientists alike who considered them as
superior to earlier models and were regarded
as the first lifelike and artistic specimens on
display. A judge remarked that Hancock's
exhibit "... will go far towards raising the art of
taxidermy to a level with other arts which have
hitherto held higher pretensions".
Hancock's display sparked great national
interest in taxidermy, and amateur and
professional collections for public view
proliferated rapidly. Displays of birds were
particularly common in middle-class Victorian
homes - even Queen Victoria amassed an
impressive bird collection. Taxidermists were
also increasingly used by the bereaved owners
of dead pets to 'resurrect' them.
In the late 19th century a style known as
anthropomorphic taxidermy became popular. A
'Victorian whimsy', mounted animals were
dressed as people or displayed as if engaged in
human activities. An early example of this genre
was displayed by Herman Ploucquet, from
Stuttgart, Germany, at the Great Exhibition in
London.

The best-known practitioner in this genre was
the English taxidermist Walter Potter, whose
most famous work was The Death and Burial of
Cock Robin. Among his other scenes were "a
rat's den being raided by the local police rats
...a village school - featuring 48 little rabbits
busy writing on tiny slates, while the Kittens'
Tea Party displayed feline etiquette and a game
of croquet."
Famous examples of modern anthropomorphic
taxidermy include the work of artist Adele
Morse who gained international attention with
her "Stoned Fox" sculpture series and the work
of artist Sarina Brewer, known for her Siamese
twin squirrels and flying monkeys partaking in
human activities.

DID YOU
KNOW

Grout, today used for the
white gunge that goes
between tiles, is the AngloSaxon word for a rough porridge, which it
resembles.

C

anada is a mistake – it means village in
Iroquoian. When asked what the land was
called by an explorer in 1534, the locals said
this is our village (kanada).

T

he poor-quality meat, such as salted beef or
cheap pork, which was boiled up in large
tureens by cooks on ships, caused a fatty scum
known as slush to float to the top. This was
skimmed off and kept in a barrel. Ashore, the
fatty slush was sold to make soap. The
resulting slush fund was divided up among the
crew.

Poet

Dante Gabriel Rosetti loved his wife,
Elizabeth so much that when she died of a
laudanum overdose in 1862, he buried her with
the only existing copy of his unpublished
poems. However, seven years later Rosetti
found himself suffering from a really bad case
of writer's block, so he dug up her body and
retrieved his poems. They were published in
1870 and were well received by critics, but he
never forgave himself for pilfering them from
her grave.

WELSH DISASTERS IN TIME

near Wrexham, kills 266, almost the entire
workforce on shift at the time.

1652 400 people die of plague in
Haverfordwest, the last occurrence of plague in
Wales.

1940 A Luftwaffe attack on Pembroke Dock
produced the longest-lasting fire since the
Great Fire of London. Fire crews were called
from as far away as Cardiff to tackle the blaze.
It appears that the Germans might have made a
serious mistake in bombing this area. There
had been a naval dockyard there but it was shut
in 1926, and taken over by the RAF. It became
their largest seaplane base. It appears that the
Germans might have thought that they were
attacking an active naval dockyard.

1722-23 Smallpox kills 50 in Holyhead and 71
people in Carmarthen
1727-1731 Hundreds die of typhus.
1785 Prior to the building of the Bridge, ferries
across the Menai Straits often capsised. In
1785 the ferry carrying 55 people was stranded
on a sandbar in high winds, and all but one had
perished by the time the rescuers from
Caernarfon reached the spot.
1831 The Rothesay
Castle, on a day trip
from Liverpool to
Beaumaris, sank in
the sound between
Puffin Island and
Penmon
Point,
Anglesey. A lighthouse and a lifeboat station
were built here soon after.
1832 This year marked the first recorded
outbreak of Cholera in Britain. It killed 160 in
Merthyr and 152 in Swansea. It was followed by
outbreaks in 1848/9 (which killed 1,682 in
Merthyr), 1856 and 1866 which together kill
about 5.000 people.
1859 The Royal Charter coming from Australia
with over 400 passengers, was lost off
Anglesey in a major storm (one of the fiercest of
the century according to some sources). There
were only 39 survivors.

1941, 19th - 21nd
February The town
centre of Swansea was
largely wiped out by
fire-bomb raids. 387
people were killed.
1941 By the end of the year, 600 houses in
Cardiff had been destroyed, and 30.000
damaged. Llandaf Cathedral was damaged.
1943 Landing craft sank off Milford Haven with
the loss of 78 lives.
1960 Flooding in many parts of Wales including Newtown and the Southern Valleys.
Cardiff Arms Parks stands were under 1.5
metres of water.
1962 Smallpox kills 17 people in South Wales.
1966 Aberfan. On 21nd October a slag heap
slipped onto Pantglas Junior School, killing 116
children and 28 adults.
1970 The Britannia
Bridge, opened in
1850 over the Menai
Straits,
was
destroyed in a fire.

1865 The only outbreak of Yellow Fever in
Britain kills 15.
1894 250 men killed at the Albion Colliery,
Cilfyndd, near Pontypridd.
1913 On 14th October, 439 men were killed in
the Lancaster Pit, Senghennydd, the fourth
largest mining disaster in history and Britain's
biggest.

1996 The Sea Empress oil tanker grounds off
Milford Haven and spills its oil onto the
Pembroke Coast.

1918-19 Flu epidemic kills
10,000 people
1925 The dam on Llyn Eigiau
Dam, Dolgarrog, Gwynedd
collapsed killing 16 people.
1934 September 22nd - An
explosion at Gresford Colliery,

PWLL OF YESTERYEAR

DID YOU KNOW

F

ormer footballer and TV presenter David Icke
claims the world's leaders are actually superintelligent twelve-foot alien lizards disguised as
humans who control our reality from the moon
and indulge in child sacrifice and pedophilia.

Above: Eastern Pwll Brickworks (Stradey Brickworks)
Below: Western Pwll Brickworks (opposite Colliers' Arms)

ROBERT RECORDE

R

obert Recorde (c.
1512–1558) was a Welsh
physician
and
mathematician.
He
invented the "equals"
sign
(=)
and
also
introduced
the
preexisting "plus" sign (+) to
English
speakers
in
1557.
A member of a respectable family of Tenby,
Wales, born in 1512, Recorde entered the
University of Oxford about 1525, and was
elected a Fellow of All Souls College there in
1531.
Having adopted medicine as a profession, he
went to the University of Cambridge to take the
degree of M.D. in 1545. He afterwards returned
to Oxford, where he publicly taught
mathematics, as he had done prior to going to
Cambridge. It appears that he afterwards went
to London, and acted as physician to King
Edward VI and to Queen Mary, to whom some
of his books are dedicated. He was also
controller of the Royal Mint and served as
"Comptroller of Mines and Monies" in Ireland.
After being sued for defamation by a political
enemy, he was arrested for debt and died in the
King's Bench Prison, Southwark, by the middle
of June 1558. (Source: Wikipedia)

150ml of oil, use a flavourless oil such as
grapeseed
1 pinch of salt
Place the vinegar and salt into a bowl and
whisk together
Whisking all the time, slowly drizzle in the oil
until emulsified
Tips
It is also just as easy to put all the ingredients
into an empty jam jar and give it a good shake,
and you can adjust the quantities accordingly
as long as the ratio remains 3 parts oil to one
part vinegar. To make a vinaigrette that stays
emulsified for longer, blitz in an upright blender.
Variations
There are many flavours that can be added to
enhance the flavour of a vinaigrette, the most
common being mustard. Any type of mustard
can be used, and its inclusion also helps the
dressing remain emulsified, and therefore
thicker, for longer. Other additions could include
minced garlic, shallots or chopped fresh herbs
such as parsley, dill, tarragon or chives. You
could also substitute the white wine vinegar for
sherry, cider or balsamic vinegars. Different oils
could also be used from extra virgin olive oil or
rapeseed, to something a little more unusual,
such as hazelnut or avocado oil.
Serving suggestions
The obvious accompaniment for green salads,
vinaigrettes also work well with many
vegetables. Try using it to dress artichokes or
asparagus, or even for a cold pasta salad with a
mix of roasted vegetables.

VINAIGRETTE

A

vinaigrette is the
most
classic
of
dressings.
Often
known
more
commonly as French
dressing, the basic
dressing starts out as vinegar, oil and salt;
which is really all it takes to bring a crisp
lettuce, or simple salad, to life. It is worth
remembering, however, that something so
simple requires the very best ingredients to
make it shine, so make sure you buy the
highest quality vinegar and oil you can find.
Ingredients
50ml of white wine vinegar

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

A drinker who could not pay his bar bill left his
clothes at the pub as collateral as he headed off
naked to get cash, Czech police said.
The man walked through the town of Prerov in
the early afternoon on a recent Monday
dressed only in ankle-length black socks,
talking on a mobile phone.
Police officers soon found the man who
explained he had just popped across town to
another pub to get some cash. He was allowed
to complete his quest and eventually settled the
bill, got his clothes back and put them on.
(Reuters)

A LESSON IN LIFE

HERALDIC COLOURS

ou want to come IN to my life? - The door is
OPEN.
You want to get OUT of my life? - The door is
OPEN.
Just one request: Don't stand in the door.
You're blocking the traffic!

ive colours have been
recognized
since
the
earliest days of heraldry:

Y

F

Gules
Sable
Azure
Vert
Purpure

Life is a big canvas, throw all
the paint on it you can.
- Danny Kaye

-

red
black
blue
green
purple

DAI VISITS TESCO

There
A MOOT POINT

You

was a bit of confusion at Tesco this
morning when Dai reached the check-out. The
cashier said, 'Strip down facing me.'

may have heard coworkers or acquaintances
refer to an inconsequential or
irrelevant point as a moot
point, or maybe you’ve heard mute point
instead. But which expression is correct, and
what exactly does it mean?

Making a mental note to complain to his local
Member of Parliament about excessive security
running amok. Dai did just as she had
instructed.

The correct phrase is moot point. A moot point
can be either an issue open for debate, or a
matter of no practical value or importance
because it’s hypothetical. The latter is more
common in modern American English. The term
comes from British law where it describes a
hypothetical point of discussion used as
teaching exercise for law students. This finds its
roots in an early noun sense of moot: “an
assembly of the people in early England
exercising political, administrative, and judicial
powers.”

Dai have been asked to shop elsewhere in
future.

The word mute means “silent; refraining from
speech or utterance,” and the pairing mute
point has no canonised meaning in standard
English. However, it’s easy to imagine how this
mistake might make sense in some contexts,
and perhaps that’s why it’s so frequently
confused with moot point. In a book of wordplay
called Wordbirds: An Irreverent Lexicon for the
21st Century, Liesl Schillinger humorously
defines a mute point as follows: “When
somebody in a group makes a good
suggestion, but somehow nobody hears it.” In a
similar vein, Urban Dictionary defines it as
“addressing the participants of a conference call
while your phone is on mute.”
(Source: Dictionary.com)

When the hysterical shrieking and alarms finally
subsided, he found out that she was referring to
his credit card.

PERRY

Perry

is an alcoholic beverage made from
fermented pears, similar to the way cider is
made from apples. It has been common for
centuries in England, particularly in the Three
Counties (Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and
Worcestershire); it is also made in
parts of South Wales and France,
especially Normandy and Anjou.

In more recent years, commercial
perry has also been referred to as
"pear
cider",
but
some
organisations (such as CAMRA)
do not accept this as a name for
the traditional drink. The National
Association of Cider Makers, on the other hand,
disagrees, insisting that the terms perry and
pear cider are interchangeable. An over twentyfold increase of sales of industrially
manufactured "pear cider" produced from often
imported concentrate makes the matter
especially contentious.

ICONIC BRANDS THAT ARE NO
MORE
Woolworths (1879- 2009)
Pan Am (1927-1991)
Blockbusters (1985-2014)
Our Price (1971-2013)
Delorean Cars (1976-1982)
Compaq (1982-2013)
Rover (1885-2005)
Amoco (1889-1998)
Oldsmobile (1897-2004)
TWA (1926-2001)

RING
AROUND THE
ROSIE (1881)

C

onsidering that
some of today’s
classic
nursery
rhymes are more
than
two
centuries old, there are often several theories
surrounding their origins—and not a lot of
sound proof about which argument is correct.
But of all the alleged nursery rhyme
backstories, “Ring Around the Rosie” is
probably the most infamous. Though its lyrics
and even its title have gone through some
changes over the years, the most popular
contention is that the sing-songy verse refers to
the 1665 Great Plague of London.“The rosie” is
the rash that covered the afflicted, the smell
from which they attempted to cover up with “a
pocket full of posies.” The plague killed nearly
15 percent of the country’s population, which
makes the final verse—“Ashes! Ashes! We all
fall down”—rather self-explanatory.

My mother had a great deal of
trouble with me but I think she
enjoyed it.
- Mark Twain (1835-1910)

THE SAUSAGE TREE

THE GOLFING RAVINE

One

day, Ieuan and Dai are
out golfing. Dai slices his ball
deep into a wooded ravine. He
grabs his 8-iron and proceeds
down the embankment into the
ravine in search of his ball.

The brush is quite thick, but Dai searches
diligently and suddenly spots something shiny.
As he gets closer, he realizes that the shiny
object is in fact an 8-iron in the hands of a
skeleton lying near an old golf ball.

The

Sausage Tree (Kigelia africana) is an
African tree, easily recognised due to the large
sausage-shaped fruits hanging from its
branches. The generic name Kigelia comes
from the Mozambican name for sausage tree,
'kigeli-keia'. Sausage trees are sacred to many
communities and are often protected when
other forest trees are cut down. In Kenya, the
Luo and Luhya people bury a fruit to symbolise
the body of a lost person believed to be dead.
The flowers only open at night and are
pollinated by bats and hawk-moths. They are
dark red, which is unusual for a bat-pollinated
species (bats are normally attracted to white
flowers), but the strong unpleasant smell of the
flowers is thought to attract the bats instead.
Every part of the tree is used in herbal
medicines (eg for digestive and respiratory
disorders, and to treat infections and wounds).
The sausage tree is used in a variety of
commercial
applications
to
treat
skin
complaints. Research into its anti-bacterial,
anti-fungal and anti-tumour activity is ongoing.

DAI's
RETIREMENT

T

oday we would like
to thank Dai for his service to our company. Dai
is someone who does not know the meaning of
impossible task, who does not know the
meaning of lunch break, who does not
understand the meaning of the word no. So we
have all clubbed together and bought Dai a
dictionary.

Dai calls out to his golfing partner in excitement,
"Hey Ieuan, come here, I got trouble down
here."
Ieuan comes running over to the edge of the
ravine and calls out, "What's the matter Dai?"
Dai shouts back in a nervous voice, "Throw me
my 7-iron... You can't get out of here with an 8iron."

PRE-HISTORIC
WALES

W

ales
has
been
inhabited by modern
humans for at least
29,000 years. Continuous
human habitation dates
from the end of the last
ice age, between 12,000
and 10,000 years before present (BP), when
Mesolithic hunter-gatherers from central Europe
began to migrate to Great Britain.
At that time sea levels were much lower than
today, and the shallower parts of what is now
the North Sea were dry land. The east coast of
present day England and the coasts of present
day Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands
were connected by the former landmass known
as Doggerland, forming the British Peninsula on
the European mainland. Wales was free of
glaciers by about 10,250 BP, the warmer
climate allowing the area to become heavily
wooded. The post-glacial rise in sea level
separated Wales and Ireland, forming the Irish
Sea. Doggerland was submerged by the North
Sea and, by 8,000 BP, the British Peninsula
had become an island. By the beginning of the

Neolithic (c. 6,000 BP) sea levels in the Bristol
Channel were still about 33 feet (10 metres)
lower than today. John Davies has theorised
that the story of Cantre'r Gwaelod's drowning
and tales in the Mabinogion, of the waters
between Wales and Ireland being narrower and
shallower, may be distant folk memories of this
time.
Neolithic colonists integrated with the
indigenous people, gradually changing their
lifestyles from a nomadic life of hunting and
gathering, to become settled farmers about
6,000 BP – the Neolithic Revolution. They
cleared the forests to establish pasture and to
cultivate the land, developed new technologies
such as ceramics and textile production, and
built cromlechs such as Pentre Ifan, Bryn Celli
Ddu and Parc Cwm long cairn between about
5,800 BP and 5,500 BP. In common with
people living all over Great Britain, over the
following centuries the people living in what was
to become known as Wales assimilated
immigrants and exchanged ideas of the Bronze
Age and Iron Age Celtic cultures.
According to some historians, Wales in the Late
Bronze Age was part of a maritime tradingnetworked culture that also included the other
Celtic nations, England, France, Spain and
Portugal where Celtic languages developed.
This view, sometimes called "Atlantic-Celtic",
stands against the view that the Celtic
languages have their origins further east with
the Hallstatt culture. By the time of the Roman
invasion of Britain the area of modern Wales
had been divided among the tribes of the
Deceangli, Ordovices, Cornovii, Demetae and
Silures for centuries.
(Source: Wikipedia)

DID YOU KNOW

T

he most tattooed female
senior citizen is Charlotte
Guttenberg (USA), who has covered 91.5% of
her body with tattoos.

T

he Bilderberg group is an annual meeting of
'elite intellectuals' from across the world to
discuss — well, no-one really knows. No
minutes are published of the meetings, which
take place behind closed doors amid tight
security.

ST SWUTHUN'S DAY
The name of Swithun is best
known today for a British
weather lore proverb, which
says that if it rains on St.
Swithun's day, 15 July, it will
rain for 40 days.
St Swithun's day if thou dost rain
For forty days it will remain
St Swithun's day if thou be fair
For forty days 'twill rain nae mare

PENDERYN
WHISKY

Penderyn

is a
Welsh
whisky
distillery and brand,
producing the first commercially available
whisky made in Wales since the 19th century.
Produced at the Penderyn Distillery (the Welsh
Whisky Company), Penderyn is a single malt
whisky produced in several expressions, e.g.
Madeira Finished, Peated, Sherrywood and
Portwood.
The distillery also produces the Welsh Dragon
41% range comprising Legend (replacing the
former 41% Madeira finish), Myth (Bourbon
'finish') and Celt (Peated).
It is distilled in the village of Penderyn,
Rhondda Cynon Taf, in the Cynon Valley, from
which the brand takes its name.
The company was launched in 2000 as the
Welsh Whisky Company. Whisky had been
distilled in Wales for hundreds of years, but
stopped in 1894. Penderyn became the first
whisky to be manufactured in Wales for over a
century when sales started in 2004. It remains
the only whisky currently produced in Wales.
The Penderyn Distillery also produces nonWhisky products: Merlyn Cream Liqueur, Five
Vodka and Brecon Gin. Brecon Gin was
awarded "Gold Best in Class" at the
International Wines & Spirits Competition in
2011.
Penderyn Distillery is situated in Brecon
Beacons National Park and sells internationally

to markets such as Taiwan, Australia and
France. The company opened up a visitors
centre in June 2008, with Prince Charles,
Prince of Wales leading the proceedings. The
visitors centre now sees more than 35,000
visitors per annum.

HOURS AVAILABLE TO WORK: Any.
PREFERRED HOURS: 1:30-3:30 p.m. Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday.

JOB APPLICATION

(Source: Wikipedia)

W

WHO OR
WHOM?

Over the last 200
years, the pronoun
whom has been on a steady decline. Despite its
waning use in speech and ongoing speculation
about its imminent extinction, whom still holds a
spot in the English language, particularly in
formal writing. Understanding when and how to
use this embattled pronoun can set your writing
apart.
Whom is often confused with who. What’s the
difference between these two pronouns? Who
is a subjective-case pronoun, meaning it
functions as a subject in a sentence, and whom
is an objective-case pronoun, meaning it
functions as an object in a sentence. Who, like
I, he, she, and they, performs actions, as in
Who rescued the dog? (who is doing the
rescuing in this sentence). Whom, like me, him,
her, and them, is acted on, as in Whom did you
see? (whom is being seen here, not doing the
seeing). Whom more commonly appears when
it follows a preposition, as in the salutation To
Whom it may concern (Does it concern he? No.
Does it concern him? Yes.) or in the title of
Ernest Hemingway’s 1940 novel For Whom the
Bell Tolls.
How do you decide which one to use? When in
doubt, substitute him (sometimes you’ll have to
rephrase the sentence) and see if that sounds
right. If him is OK, then whom is OK. If the more
natural substitute is he, then go with who. For
example: You talked to whom? It would be
incorrect to say You talked to he? but saying
You talked to him? makes grammatical sense.
All of that said, in informal speech and writing,
speakers will often opt for who where whom
has traditionally been used. This choice sounds
more natural and less formal to most native
English speakers.
(Source: Dictionary.com)

e are led to believe that the following job
application is a real one submitted by an elderly
retired gentleman aged 74, to a national DIY
retailer in Ipswich, Suffolk. Word is that they
have employed him.
We have changed the name to protect the
guilty.
NAME: Brian Walker [also known as Grumpy
Bastard].
DESIRED POSITION: Company's Chief
Executive or Managing Director. But seriously,
whatever's available. If I was in a position to be
picky, I wouldn't be applying in the first place would I?
DESIRED SALARY: £150,000 [$295,000 USD]
a year plus share options and a Tony Blair style
redundancy package. If that's not possible,
make an offer and we can haggle.
EDUCATION: Yes.
LAST POSITION HELD: Target for middle
management hostility.
PREVIOUS SALARY: A lot less than I'm worth.
MOST NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT: My
incredible collection of stolen pens and post-it
notes.
REASON FOR LEAVING: It was a crap job.

DO YOU HAVE ANY SPECIAL SKILLS?: Yes,
but they're better suited to a more intimate
environment.
MAY WE CONTACT YOUR CURRENT
EMPLOYER?: If I had one, would I be here?
DO YOU HAVE ANY PHYSICAL
CONDITIONS THAT WOULD PROHIBIT YOU
FROM LIFTING UP TO 50 lbs.?: Of what?
DO YOU HAVE A CAR?: I think the more
appropriate question here would be 'Do you
have a car that runs?'
HAVE YOU RECEIVED ANY SPECIAL
AWARDS OR RECOGNITION?: I may already
be a winner of the Reader's Digest Timeshare
Free Holiday Offer, so they tell me.
DO YOU SMOKE?: On the job - no! On my
breaks - yes!
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE DOING IN
FIVE YEARS?: Living in the Bahamas with a
fabulously wealthy Swedish supermodel who
thinks I'm the greatest thing since sliced bread.
Actually, I'd like to be doing that now.
NEAREST RELATIVE: ....7 miles
DO YOU CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS
TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF
YOUR KNOWLEDGE?: Oh yes, absolutely.
Unfortunately, we have no idea if he was
offered a position within the organisation.
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