
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a 
giving heart, a wide-open heart that thinks of 
others first. The birth of the baby Jesus stands 
as the most significant event in all history, 
because it has meant the pouring into a sick 
world of the healing medicine of love which has 
transformed all manner of hearts for almost two 
thousand years... Underneath all the bulging 
bundles is this beating Christmas heart. 
 

We live in a politically correct world these days. 
That means we're careful in how we say things. 
For whatever reason, Christmas is a target in 
the battle of political correctness. In some 
place, people won't say "Merry Christmas" - 
they'll say "Happy Holidays" instead because 
they don't want to be "offensive".  
 

That's silliness, of course. You know it, I know it 
and all the world knows it. But in the spirit of the 
season we allow it "just in case" because deep 
down nobody with "Merry Christmas" on their 
lips intends to offend.   
 

So, with no offence meant, we wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas. Nadolig Llawen. 

 
 

 

WE’RE ON THE 
WEB 

 

Don’t forget that you can view 
all previous editions of the magazine on the 
web. We also have over 500 old and new 
photographs of interest to Pwll residents there. 
Take a look by pointing your browser to:     
www.pwllmag.co.uk 

 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
SPONSORS 

We would like to welcome our new sponsors 
to the magazine and hope that our association 
will be a long and enjoyable one.  
 

We would also like to express our thanks and 
gratitude to all our sponsors without whose 
generous contributions this edition of the 
magazine would not have been possible. 
 

We ask our readers to patronise our sponsors 
whenever possible and please mention the 
Bônau Cabbage Patch when you make your 
purchases.  
 

 

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or The 
Pwll Action Committee please call Stuart on 
755665 or Peter on 755260 or Jeff on 777420 
or drop your articles or reports through our 
letterboxes at 43 or 53 or 81 Pwll Road or you 
can send us e-mail at:  
 

pwllmag@gmail.com 
 

Any photographs we use are first scanned and 
then the originals are returned to their rightful 
owners so don’t be shy or fearful in sending us 
your photographs. It would be handy though if 
you wrote your name and address on the back 
of the photo (in pencil) or you attached one of 
those ‘post-it-notes’. 
 
 

BÔNAU 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for the 
spring edition of The Bônau 
Cabbage Patch is noon 

22nd January 2021 for your articles or reports 
or 20th January 2021 for any amendments to 
your advert. 
 
 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 

 

 
 
Dear Peter, Stuart and Jeff, 
Congratulations on your 70th Issue! Well done! 
I enclose £10 as a donation. 
Thank you for your excellent work and I look 
forward to each issue in the post. 
Best Wishes 
NR, - Llanelli. 

 

 

The local police rely on 
us, the public to come forward and provide 
them with information so they can provide a 
better service. It also keeps them in the loop of 
what is really going on in our community. You 
can contact them in several ways, all are 
confidential, and each will be investigated. You 
can notify them either by telephone, e-mail, 
Bobby Box etc. as follows: - PCSO 8005 Eira 
Jones telephone number 101 or e-mail 
eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk or at our 
local Bobby Box which is situated at Pwll 
Stores. You can also follow Dyfed Powys Police 
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/DyfedPowys or 
be their friend on Facebook at: 

 
www.facebook.com/DPPolice/ 

 
 

HENGOED 
BEAT 

SURGERY  
 
 
 

 
Due to the Covid Pandemic the Hengoed Beat 
Surgeries are cancelled. However both PCSO 
Sophie MAUNDER & PCSO Eira JONES are 
available for people to speak to by calling 101 
or you can e-mail them:- 

 

eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk  
or 

sophie.maunder@dyfed- powys.pnn.police.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Follow them on their Twitter Page: 

 

www., twitter.com/DyfedPowys 

 

DIARY DATES 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
22nd December   Winter Solstice    
25th December  Christmas Day   
26th December  Boxing Day   
31st December  Hogmanay     
2021 
1st January  New Years Day  
4th January  Bank Holiday Scot)   
25th January  Burns Night   
25th January  St Dwynwen’s     
12th February  Chinese New Year 
14th February  St Valentine’s 
16th February  Shrove Tuesday 
17th February  Ash Wednesday 
1st March   St David’s Day 
14th March  Mothers Day 
17th March  St Patricks Day 
20th March  Spring Equinox 
28th March  Daylight Saving 
 
 
 
 

PWLL NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH & POLICING TEAM 

 

The Neighbourhood Watch & Policing Team 
hold regular meetings in Pwll Pavilion so that 
the public can meet them and discuss their 
problems and concerns.  
 

Meetings (open to all) are held every 
Wednesday between 11am - noon 
 

You can contact your local Police Community 
Support Officer Eira Jones by phoning 101 or 
by e-mail at: 
 

 

eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
 
Alternatively you can contact PC 1092 Michelle 
Fuge by phoning 101 or by e-mail at: 
 

michelle.fuge@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk 
 



REFUSE COLLECTIONS – 
Carmarthenshire 

 

 
 
 

BLACK BAGS 

Here are some items that 
cannot be recycled and 
therefore must go in your 
black bag. 

Balloons - are not 
recyclable and have to go 

in your black bag. Remember, Carmarthenshire 
has a policy of no balloon releases. When 
balloons are released into the environment they 
become litter and can be harmful to wildlife. 

Cigarette ends - cannot be recycled and have 
to go in your black bag. 

Coffee cups - Most coffee cups are not 
recyclable and would have to go in your black 
bag. However, some coffee cups are 
compostable and will have a logo as shown 
above. These can go in your home compost bin 
but not your blue bag. 

Corks - Natural cork can be composted at 
home. Cork that has been made synthetically 
cannot be recycled and would have to go in 
your black bag. 

Cotton buds - cannot be recycled and have to 
go in your black bag. Cotton buds are one of 
the most common types of beach litter and can 
be harmful to wildlife. It is important that you do 
not flush cotton buds down the toilet as they 
can end up on our beaches. 

Crisp packets - We don't have the facility to be 
able to recycle crisp packets, so these have to 
go in your black bag. 

Envelopes - go in your blue bag. Remember to 
separate any plastic windows from the paper 
before putting them in. 

Food soaked / wet cardboard - cannot be 
recycled and has to go in your black bag. 

Fruit nets - cannot be recycled and have to go 
in your black bag. 

Medicine - Empty plastic medicine bottles and 
cardboard boxes go in your blue bag. Pill 
packets which are a mixture of plastic and foil 
cannot be recycled and go in your black bag. 
Clean empty glass medicine bottles can be 
recycled at out recycling banks. 

Nappies - Disposable nappies go in your black 
bag. 

Paper plates, bowls and cups - are not 
recyclable and would have to go in your black 
bag. However, some are compostable and will 
have a logo as shown above. These can go in 
your home compost bin but not your blue bag. 
 

Pens and pencils - cannot be recycled and 
have to go in your black bag as they are made 
of a mixture of materials. 

Pet food pouches - that are a combination of 
plastic and foil cannot be recycled and have to 
go in your black bag. 

Pet waste / cat litter - can be disposed of in 
your black bag. Make sure that it is double 
bagged and in small quantities. 

 

 

 

Plastic carrier bags - they may be disposed of 
in your black bag. However many supermarkets 
now have collection points for recycling carrier 
bags. 

Rope - is not recyclable and has to go in your 
black bag 

Sanitary / hygiene products - We cannot 
recycle sanitary / hygiene products so they 
have to go in your black bag. 

Sponges - Sponges cannot be recycled and 
have to go in your black bag. 

Sweet wrappers - that are made of a 
combination of plastic and foil cannot be 
recycled and have to go in your black bag. 

Tissues -  cannot be recycled and have to go in 
your black bag. 

Toothbrushes -  cannot be recycled so have to 
go in your black bag. 

Vacuum cleaner contents - should go in your 
black bag. 

Wallpaper - cannot be recycled so has to go in 
your black bag  

Washing up brushes - cannot be recycled and 
have to go in your black bag. 

Wipes - Wet wipes, makeup wipes and 
antibacterial wipes cannot be recycled and 
have to go in your black bag. As these wipes 
contain plastic it is also important that you don't 
flush them down the toilet. 

Wrapping paper - Wrapping paper can be 
recycled in your blue bag as long as it doesn't 
have glitter on and passes the 'scrunch test' - if 
the paper stays in a ball after being scrunched it 
can be recycled, just remember to remove any 
ribbons and tape from it first. 

(Source: Carmarthen County Council) 

 
 
 

CRACKER 
JOKES – For 

the kids! 
 

 
How did the ornament get addicted to 
Christmas? 
He was hooked on trees his whole life. 

 
Why was Santa’s little helper depressed? 
Because he had very low elf esteem. 
 

  What do you call a broke Santa Claus? 
Saint-nickel-less. 
 
What do you call a kid who doesn’t believe 
in Santa? 
A rebel without a Claus. 

 
Why did Frosty ask for a divorce? 
His wife was a total flake. 

 
Why does Scrooge love reindeer so much? 
Because every single buck is dear to him! 

 
What do you get when you cross a duck 
with Santa? 
A Christmas quacker. 

 
What’s Santa’s favourite snack food? 
Crisp Pringles. 

 
  Why do mummies like Christmas so much? 

They’re into all the wrapping. 
 
How do you help someone who’s lost their 
Christmas spirit? 
Nurse them back to elf. 

 
What nationality is Santa Claus? 
North Polish. 

 
What do you call a blind reindeer? 
I have no eye deer. 

 
What do you call an obnoxious reindeer? 
Rude-olph. 

 
How is Christmas exactly like your job? 
You do all the work and some fat guy in a suit 
gets all the credit. 
 
How much did Santa pay for his sleigh? 
Nothing. It was on the house! 
 
How do you help someone who’s lost their 
Christmas spirit? 
Nurse them back to elf. 
 
What do you call an elf wearing ear muffs? 
Anything you want. He can’t hear you! 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CHRISTMAS CRACKERS – 
Thanks to Tom Smith 

In 1847, almost by 
accident, Tom 
Smith invented the 
cracker. It was a 
simple idea that 
became an integral 
part of British 
celebration and 
tradition that still 
continues today, 
150 years on. In it's 
simple form a 
cracker is a small 
cardboard tube 
covered in a brightly 
coloured twist of 

paper.  

 When the cracker is 'pulled' by two people, 
each holding one end of the twisted paper, the 
friction creates a small explosive 'pop' produced 
by a narrow strip of chemically impregnated 
paper. The cardboard tube tumbles a bright 
paper hat, a small gift, a balloon and a motto or 
joke.  

 At the turn of the century, Tom Smith produced 
crackers not only for the Christmas season but 
also to celebrate every major occasion from 
The Paris Exhibition in 1900 to War Heroes in 
1918 and The World Tour in 1926 of Prince 
Edward, The Prince of Wales. Contents were 
tailored to each box; grotesque or artistic 
masks, puzzles, conundrums, tiny treasures, 
jewels, games and mottoes, and most of the 
beautifully illustrated boxes, crackers and hats, 
from fezzes to sheiks'' head dresses, were 
made by hand. At the turn of the Century the 
demand for crackers, and especially those, 
which celebrated current trends and events, 
was high.  

 After Tom Smith's death, his three sons set 
about developing the cracker designs, contents 
and mottoes. Walter Smith, the youngest son, 
introduced a topical note to the mottoes, which 
had previously been love verses. Special 
writers were commissioned to compose snappy 
and relevant maxims with references to every 
important event or craze at the time from 
greyhounds to Jazz, Frothblowers to 
Tutankhamen, Persian Art to The Riviera.  

 The original early Victorian mottoes were 
mainly love verses. Eventually these were 
replaced by more complicated puzzles and 
cartoons, and finally by the corny jokes and 
riddles which characterise our crackers today. 
Walter also introduced the paper hats, many of 
which were elaborate and made of best tissue 
and decorative paper on proper hatmakers 
stands. He also toured the world to find new, 
relevant and unusual ideas for the surprise gifts 
such as bracelets from Bohemia, tiny wooden 
barrels from America and scarf pins from 
Saxony. Some contents were also assembled 
in the factory like the thousands of tiny pillboxes 
filled with rouge complete with powder puff.  

 Tom Smith was now able to fulfil special orders 
for both companies and individuals. Records 
show an order for a six foot cracker to decorate 
Euston Station in London, and in 1927 a 
gentleman wrote to the Company enclosing a 
diamond engagement ring and 10 shilling note 
as payment for the ring to be put in a special 
cracker for his fiancée. Unfortunately he did not 
enclose an address and never contacted the 
Company again; the ring, letter and 10 shilling 
note are still in the safe today. 

 

DID YOU KNOW 

Christmas 2004 - Two Michigan robbers 
entered a record shop nervously waving 
revolvers.  

The first one shouted, "Nobody move!" When 
his partner moved, the startled first bandit shot 
him.  

When visiting Finland, Santa leaves his sleigh 
behind and rides on a goat named Ukko. 

 Finnish folklore has it that Ukko is made of 
straw, but is strong enough to carry Santa 
Claus anyway.  

A real-life Father Christmas has left shoppers 
in a Devon village bewildered after he secretly 
handed out £50 notes in a local supermarket 
last year. 

The generous man, who has not been 
identified, secretly slotted the cash-filled 
envelopes into customers' shopping baskets, 
complete with letters wishing them a Merry 
Christmas before swiftly disappearing. 

BOXING DAY 

Boxing Day takes its name from the ancient 
practice of opening boxes that contained money 
given to those who had given their service 
during the year. It was also the day when alms 
boxes, placed in churches on Christmas Day, 
were opened. The money was then given to the 
priest or used to help the poor and needy. 
Another name for Boxing Day used to be 
Offering Day.  

 The earliest boxes of all were not box shaped, 
as you might imagine, nor were they made of 
wood. They were, in fact, earthenware 
containers with a slit in the top (rather like piggy 
banks). These earthenware ‘boxes’ were used 
by the Romans for collecting money to help pay 
for the festivities at the winter Saturnalia 
celebrations.  

 
Picture: Drawn by A S Boyd  © Gutenberg Organisation 

During the seventeenth century it became the 
custom for apprentices to ask their master’s 
customers for money at Christmas time. They 
collected this money in earthenware containers, 
which could be opened only by being smashed, 
and on Boxing Day the apprentices would 
eagerly have a ‘smashing time’, (hence the 
expression), seeing how much they had 
collected.  

A later tradition, and the one which has 
survived to this day, was the distribution of 
Christmas ‘boxes’, gifts of money to people who 
had provided services throughout the year – the 
postman, the lamp-lighter, parish beadles, 
parish watchmen, dustmen and turn-cocks – 
which happened on the day after Christmas 
Day.  

CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE 

 One of the oldest 
Christmas dishes known is 
mince pie, which originated in 
the Middle Ages. The original recipe contained 
a mixture of finely chopped poultry, pheasant, 
partridge and rabbit. Later, sugar, apples, 
raisins and candied oranges and lemons were 
added. Over time, the meats were eliminated 
leaving only the sweet ingredients, introducing 
the "traditional" Christmas pudding.  

The famous, typically British Christmas pudding 
was called a "hackin" from its many ingredients. 
By the 17th Century, when more sweets were 
added, it became the plum pudding, often 
prepared on Christmas morning, and sprinkled 
with brandy and flamed when served.  

The traditional Christmas fruitcake is a 
derivative of the Christmas pudding. It includes 
raisins, dates, nuts and candied fruit.  

In some countries, families gather around 
Christmas lunches, in other countries, around 
Christmas dinners. Traditional Christmas meals 
usually consist of a variety of cooked meats and 
vegetables. Father Christmas (Santa Claus) 
enjoyed a glass of milk and biscuits the night 
before. 

 

1890 CHRISTMAS DINNER 
MENU 

Raw Oysters 
Bouillon 

Fried Smelts with sauce tartare 
Potatoes a la Maitre d’Hotel 

Sweetbreads Pates and Peas 
Roast Turkey with Cranberry Sauce 

Punch 
Quail with Truffles and Rice 

Croquettes 
Parisian Salad 

Crackers and Cheese 
Nesselrode Pudding 

Fancy Cakes 
Fruit 

Coffee 
  
(Christmas Dinner menu found in Godey's Lady's Book in 

December 1890) 
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CHRISTMAS SYMBOLS 
The PELICAN – An early 
Christian symbol of the 
Saviour. More often one 
sees this symbol being used 
in artwork of the Middle 

Ages. This bird was once thought to feed its 
young with its own blood and thus the pelican 
symbol came to represent self-sacrifice or how 
Jesus sacrificed himself of mankind. St. 
Thomas Aquinas, in his hymn titled “Adoro Te 
Devote’ is a song to the Blessed Sacrament 
and sing of Christ as our Pelican. 
 

The ANCHOR – This was once a “concealed” 
symbol when the cross itself could not be 
depicted openly for fear by Christians of 
persecution by non-believers. For the first three 
centuries after the resurrection of Christ, the 
anchor became a symbol for the faithful. This 
symbol represented to many how and where 
their life was anchored in their faith. 

 

The ROSE – Next to 
diamonds, roses are truly are a 
woman’s best friend! You will 
find the symbol of the rose as 

representing the nativity of the Lord. Often this 
symbol is an emblem of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The symbol of the rose is adorned in 
many of the Gothic cathedrals of the thirteenth 
century. 
 

The SHIP – The ship, wherein the soul may 
sail over the perils of the sea of life, becomes 
an early symbol of Christians. The ship of 
Christianity will guide one to heaven and eternal 
happiness. Scholars find the symbol of ships in 
the catacombs – some show the cruciform mast 
with a monogram of Christ. Some are adorned 
with the symbolic dove. The steel ring that the 
Pope uses when signing official documents 
bears the imprint of St. Peter as he’s fishing 
from the ship of the Church. This indicates the 
Lord’s promise, “Come follow Me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 

 

 INTERWOVEN CIRCLES (also 
the TRIQUETRA) The triangle is 
one of the oldest symbols of the 
Blessed Trinity. The continuous 

form of this symbol – three interwoven arcs is 
produced by an unbroken line. If you’re Irish, 
you will most certainly have this symbol in your 
heritage. Celtic crosses most likely will bear a 
representation of this symbol. Many drawings of 
cradles found in the Christian Nativity will have 
this symbol on the headboard. 
 

THE PHOENIX – This wonderful bird was 
recently rediscovered with the publications of 
the Harry Potter books. The phoenix, often is 
depicted as eagle-like and was famous in 
legends of ancient times. The ancients believed 
the phoenix lived for five hundred years, after 
which it was consumed in a fire kindled by its 
own wings, only to rise again as a baby chick 
and to grow back to a glorious bird from its own 
ashes. This symbol was natural for Christians 
founders to adopt the phoenix legend to the 
doctrines of Christ’s resurrection and life-
everlasting. Today you can view this symbol in 
mosaics of the Roman and Byzantine churches. 
 

THE PEACOCK - A magnificent 
and truly beautiful bird is often 
portrayed in religious artwork. 
This bird once was sacred to 

pagan worship of the goddess Juno – yet, was 
believed to be adopted by Christians as a 
symbol of immortality. Peacock representations 
can be found on frescoes in ancient catacombs, 
and in the mosaics of the Christian basilicas. 
Discussion of the peacock brings out ideas that 
perhaps this symbol was for decorative 
qualities. It was believed that the flesh of the 
peacock is incorruptible, and as it feathers were 
shed it would take on more colours and finer 
plumage. It remains a popular symbol of the 
resurrection and eternal life. 
 

A symbol of the Holy Spirit, the 
third person in the Holy Trinity is 
a pure-white dove. Reference to 
this symbol can be found from 
the bible passage in Matthew; 

“And when Jesus had been baptized, he 
immediately came up from the water. And 
behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending as a dove and 
coming upon him. 

 



APPLAUSE 
 

(A short Story submitted by 
Jim  Meehan, Burry Port) 

 

The sprouting daisies 
on the field said it all. Never in mid March would 
you see daisies claiming the Burry Port rugby 
pitch, the shrine of the ‘Blacks.’ Tom the fussy 
grounds-man would never allow it. 

Wyn was leaning on the rusted metal bar 
casting his eye over the abandoned field. 

The rugby season for what it was, had simply 
evaporated. Boris Johnson’s Lockdown on 
March 23rd had seen to that. 

To the right, down field, there he was again… 
that nipper, in his first training sessions at 7 
years of age holding a ball half his body size, 
thrusting it awkwardly to the next boy. To his 
left, his favourite spot the crossbar and posts, 
where over the years, he had honed those 
kicking skills to become now at 17, the first 

choice fly half for the 
Third Team. 

He cast a glance over 
the roofs of 
bungalows of Parc 
Tysha. Was he the 
only fly half to perfect 
his penalty kick never 

ever to hit the tiles of a bungalow roof? 

Cheering … applause … His ears were ringing 
again with the loud applause and cheering 
when his kicking skills notched up 2 points, 3 
points and he could hear the onlookers chant 
his name  echoing down the field  ...”There’s 
only one Wyn Evans…”  He smiled again at the 
memory of defeated opponents making a guard 
of honour and applauding. In a flash, a vision of 
a rainy, windswept December day where the 
rain lashed in his face and they skidded on 
mud. It was the applause and cheering that 
carried the lads through the pain barrier. 

Looking up at the recently installed floodlights, 
sure enough those seagulls were perched on 
their usual roost. At least some things never 
change. 

It was a 5 minute walk to Clos y Colby. He 
could hear his Mam’s words. “Be home by 
7.00.” 

As he turned the key in the door he could just 
see   beyond the kitchen door the stooping 

figure of Mam Cerys, loading the washing 
machine. 

She looked up, her brunette hair tied back. 
Cerys was slim, early forties, business like, 
unfurling T shirts from the basket. “Anything 
else for the wash?”  

“No, that’s the lot,” Wyn replied 

Mam had just come off today’s shift as a District 
Nurse. Her specs were on top of her head as 
she pushed the clothes in. “Wyn, I’m dying for a 
cuppa. Are you volunteering?” 

Squeezing past her, he lurched over to the tap 
to fill the kettle. “Actions speak louder than 
words!” Wyn smiled. 

“Hey son, did you keep to yourself like I told 
you…honest?”  Wyn looked towards her, 
forcing his reliable look of sincerity. 

“Of course, what do you think? Played 
computer games all day … FaceTimed the boys 
and went for a bike ride about 4 down the 
Millennium Path…  

I dropped by the Park….desolate…! ... 
heartbreaking …” 

Cerys paused and gave him a comical grin. 
“Did you go cycling with Stef?... You kept your 
distance on the path?” Wyn could see she was 

serious, like she’d been 
repeating all day. 

”Keep your distance!” 

“Of course I did!” The 
grin had gone and she 

looked like she meant business. 

“Think of me …and all the people I come across 
…OK?” 

Wyn edged to the table and carefully filled the 
two cups from the kettle. “Mam, what was it like 
out there today?” 

She stopped and looked hard at him. “People 
are panicking…it’s bad...” 

“I saw something about PPE on the 
internet…do they give you a mask and gloves?” 

“Listen, I’m fine. The people I meet are always 
on lockdown, they haven’t been out for months, 
even before this nonsense…” Mam slammed 
the washing machine door and gave him a fixed 
glance. 

“I know you’d love to be out with Sioned, but for 
me, please keep it to FaceTime...I can’t afford 
to catch it...”                                                pto… 

… from page 11 

“I know ...” Wyn sighed.  That was the last thing 
he wanted to agree to. 

Back in his bedroom, walls adorned with 
posters of Wales team, Bastille, Rita Ora … a 
Burry Blacks rugby shirt and scarf, Wyn was in 
his Crib ... Maybe it was Lockdown but with 
phone, headphones, Play Station console, he 
was in his own little world, within his own head 
space.     

Headphones dangling around his chin he was 
nodding in rhythm to the backing of Rita Ora 
playing on the playlist. 

He was waiting for his Instagram feed to load 
when his phone rang. He reached for it and 
fumbled to open the FaceTime screen.  

There was the profile of Sioned - her face 
smiling. Wyn sensed her blond hair shinier than 
usual as if she’d just washed it - just for him? ... 
hopefully... 

“How ye doing?”... she 
smiled. 

 “Do you fancy meeting 
up later about 10?  You 
know… our bench by the 
Lighthouse?  Have a few 
cans. We’ll be OK. It’s 
always quiet.” 

Instantly Wyn could see 
the last fading band of 
orange light on a Gower 

horizon. Then it was that image of Mam 
pleading ... “Keep your distance!” 

The 3 seconds silence spoke volumes. “Sorry, 
can’t do.”  Wyn tried to avoid looking directly at 
Sioned. “It’s my Mam ... I don’t want to let her 
down. It would hurt her.” 

Sioned whispered, “No worries, there’ll be 
plenty of other times … Take care.” 

The call disconnected. Wyn felt empty and 
alone. He thumped his desk hard and his tea 
mug rattled against the table lamp. A few drops 
of tea missed his keyboard. 

“Are you all right in there?” Mam Cerys called 
out from the kitchen. 

“It’s all fine! No worries,“  he blurted,  
whispering “Shit ...” under his breath. 

Half an hour later, Wyn was well settled into a 
computer game playing Fornite with Stef his old 
rival, but no way his equal. Then the evening 

stillness was broken by commotion on the 
dormant street. 

Cheering was starting up, clapping getting 
louder, someone was banging a saucepan. It 
dawned on him. This was to be the first night  

The Thursday clapping, for the NHS, 8 o’clock - 
everyone to come out across the UK. 

As he came down the stairs, Cerys was 
standing in the doorway beginning an 
embarrassed clap.  Wyn squeezed past his 
Mam.  

The Thomas family next 
door were standing by 
their hedge, Mam 
Thomas without her fag. 

The Jones family opposite were hanging out the 
upstairs window…Mam, Dad, two teenage 
daughters.  The clapping was getting louder 
and cheering breaking out. More saucepans 
were being banged and someone was cracking 
what sounded like an old football rattle. 

The whole street were chanting ‘N.H.S ... 
N.H.S.’ 

Wyn was clapping with them trying to drown 
that Mike Thomas next door. 

Then it happened. Mike Thomas piped up, 
remembering Cerys was the nurse living on 
their  street … ”There’s only one Cerys Evans 
…” and a ripple of cheering swept down their 
road in the twilight. 

Then it was her name, “ Cerys … Cerys ”… 
followed by loud applause. 

 Wyn looked back at 
his Mam leaning 
against the front door. 
She looked 
emotional. He could 
see her holding back 
a tear 

Wyn edged up to her. 
He knew he was 
choked and then 
placed his arm 
around her shoulder. 

“Mam, I’m so proud of you!”  

 Her face lightened up. 

Cerys smiled nervously…………compliments 
were for other people. 

 
(© James Meehan, 2020) 



PWLL ATHLETIC F.C. 
 

The Corona Virus has ruined the 
fixtures so far this season. Rest 
assured we will publish the tables 
as soon as the games restart.  

 
 

WYNNE’S CHARITY QUIZES 
AT THE COLLIERS ARMS 

The pandemic has wrecked any chance 
of holding Wynne’s charity quiz at the 
Colliers Arms. 

The Easter, May and August quiz had to 
be cancelled due to the Government 
social distancing regulations. It looks like 
the Christmas Quiz will have the same 
fate. 

     
 

A VINDALOO 
In Britain, vindaloo is a 
tongue-searing curry, but it 
wasn't always that way. The 
word vindaloo is a garbled 

pronunciation of the popular Portuguese 
dish carne de vinha d'alhos (meat marinated in 
wine-vinegar and garlic), which made its way to 
India in the 15th century along with Portuguese 
explorers. The dish was tweaked to local 
conditions: There was no wine-vinegar in India, 
so Franciscan priests fermented their own from 
palm wine. Local ingredients like tamarind, 
black pepper, cinnamon, and cardamom were 
also incorporated. But the most important 
addition—chilli peppers—was a legacy of 
Portugal's global empire, imported to India from 
the Americas.  

When the British occupied India from 1797 to 
1813, they were delighted to discover this East-
meets-West food, as well as Christian Goan 
cooks, who, free of caste and religious 
restrictions, were happy to make beef and pork 
dishes beloved by expats. In early British India 
cookbooks, vindaloo recipes remained close to 
the Goan original. But the dish gradually met 
the same fate as many Indian dishes when it 

was exported to England: It became another 
hot curry. The tang of vinegar disappeared 
along with the practice of marinating the meat, 
and the balance of different spices was lost 
under a blistering excess of chillies. Luckily, in 
Goa many versions still hark back to old days 
when cinnamon and cardamom provided an 
earthy elegance, and the heat was kept in 
check. 

 
LEFT OVER 

TURKEY CURRY 
 
 
 
 

45ml  vegetable oil 
500ml  chopped onions 
10ml  garlic, crushed 
5cm  fresh ginger, peeled and finely 

chopped 
1  bay leaf 
¼ tsp  salt 
¼ tsp  turmeric powder 
450g  cooked turkey, cut into bite-sized 

pieces 
2  green chillies, finely chopped 
1 tsp  cumin powder 
1 tsp  ground cayenne 
250ml  chopped tomatoes 
1 tbsp  tomato puree 
½ tsp  white vinegar 
2 tsp  brown sugar  
1  fresh lime, juiced 
125ml  water 

 
 

Heat oil in a heavy saucepan. Add the onions, 
garlic, bay leaf, salt and turmeric powder and 
fry until the mixture turns golden brown. It 
should take about 5 minutes. 

Add the turkey to the pan and brown the meat. 

The other spices: chillies, cumin and cayenne 
should now be added and stirred in thoroughly. 

Add the tomatoes and fry until they form a shiny 
paste and the oil starts to separate. 

Add the tomato puree, vinegar, lime juice, sugar 
and water. 

Taste and adjust seasoning as needed. Simmer 
for 10 minutes then turn off the heat and let it 
rest for 10 minutes. Sprinkle chopped coriander 
on top and garnish with a slice of lime. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

With nearly 40 years in the ordained ministry 
of the Church, these times continue to be 
exceptional. Who would have thought at this 
time last year that our world would have been 
so turned upside down. Whilst this article is 
being prepared, Pwll is part of the local 
lockdown affecting Llanelli, and there is an 
expectation that Wales will be entering another 
national (Wales-wide) lockdown as a 
“firebreak”, to try to bring the infection rate back 
down. With the publication of the magazine due 
for Christmas, I cannot point forward with any 
certainty as to what we will be able to offer 
towards the celebration of Christmas at Holy 
Trinity Church in Pwll. 
 

As Dean of the Bro Gwendraeth Local Ministry 
Area, I have shared responsibility for 14 
Anglican churches between Burry Port and Pwll 
to Ty Croes and Saron. Of these 14 churches 
only 7 have presently been reopened for public 
worship. I had explained previously, that the 
permission to open churches has been granted, 
but that there guidelines and risk assessments 
to follow to ensure the safe offering of services 
of worship. Amongst the biggest factors is the 
operation of the 2 metre, social  distancing rule. 
At St Mary’s Church in Burry Port we have been 
able to open offering 32 seats. To avoid turning 
people away on the day, these seats need to be 
booked in advance during the week before. Any 
people on the “waiting list” are given priority for 
the following Sunday. 
 

In the meantime, the services are supported for 
people seeking to worship at home, with a form 
of service, address and prayers sent via email 
as well as a video address posted on the 
Facebook page Parish of Burry Port & Pwll, for 
each Sunday. This falls far short of what so 
many people would like, but we find unity 
through our faith in Jesus Christ, even when we 
cannot join together within a building. Our 
prayers continue to be offered for such times to 
be restored for us here, as they are offered for 
people in so many places in the world where 

the already harsh conditions of life are made 
worse through this pandemic. 
 
With my youngest daughter working as a 
surgeon in London and her husband a 
consultant in Southampton General Hospital, 
the frontline staff at the NHS are very much in 
mind as the hospital admissions increase. My 
eldest daughter works with a pharmaceutical 
company, and we pray for the medical 
advances and breakthroughs that will enable 
effective treatment for those who suffer from 
this virus and other challenging diseases of our 
time. My son is an electrician who has been 
working throughout this time on the new 
hospital built at Cwmbran, but now is 
approaching a time where new work will be 
hard to find. We hold up in our prayers all who 
are facing the prospect of financial hardship 
due to lack of work, especially those in the 
hard-hit leisure and hospitality industry, which 
has supported some of the lowest paid workers. 
My elderly mother in law is widowed and living 
alone in Cardiff, so we remember those who 
are vulnerable due to age and loneliness.  
 

Nicholas Jones (Vicar) 
 
 

THE CORKSCREW 

The first spiraled bottle 
openers were most likely 
variations on screw-
shaped musket-cleaning 
devices known as gun 
worms. Prior to that time, 
a bit of corking material 
used to cap wine was left 
above the bottle’s rim to 

make it easier to remove.  

The “steel worm” developed in the 1680s 
changed that, but it wasn’t until 1795 that the 
first true corkscrew came along. It was patented 
by a man of the cloth, Rev. Samuel Henshall of 
Oxford, England.  

(Source: National Geographic) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nothing’s as mean as giving a 
little child something useful for 
Christmas. – Kin Hubbard 

CHRISTIAN AID 
Although we have spent 
most of this year in lockdown, 
looking back the time seems 
to have gone quite quickly. 

Many of us would have spent 
a lot of time in our gardens. 
We are so lucky in this part of 
the country that most of us do 
have gardens. When you 
think of people living in cities 

and high rise buildings, their lives, at times, 
must have been unbearable. 

Things have improved drastically during the last 
few months, but we still have a long way to go. 
We ask ‘will life ever get back to what it was’? – 
I don’t think so, although change in some cases 
would be a good thing. 

The pandemic has given many of us time to 
think about our own way of life. Over the years 
people have taken many things for granted. I do 
believe that one thing we have learnt is that we 
need to think others and not only ourselves. 
Christian Aid over the year has been there for 
many countries during their times of trouble. So 
many will have been touched by the loss of 
loved ones and their lives will never be the 
same again. 

For the rest of us we must look to the future 
with hope and pray that we will all be safe. 

Christmas this year will be so different in many 
ways, but let us look forward to celebrating the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ which should give 
us all new hope. 

We were able to send our filled shoe boxes as 
usual. We know that there will be many a child 
looking forward to opening their boxes to see 
the goodies enclosed. 

We all love having a Christmas gift. I know that 
I do. I do hope you will all have all that you have 
wished for. 

We wish you all a very safe and happy 
Christmas with every joy for the coming year. 

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda I chi 
gyd. 

If you would like to know more about Christian 
Aid, the numbers to ring are:- 

01554 758023 or 
01554 772441 

 

CAPEL 
BETHLEHEM 

CHAPEL 
 

We will soon be 
celebrating Christmas where we all rejoice in 
the birth of our Lord and Saviour. To honour His 
birth we offer the following prayer - The Nativity 
Prayer of St. Bernard of Clairvaux:  

 
Let Your goodness Lord appear to us, that we 
made in your image, conform ourselves to it. 

 In our own strength  
we cannot imitate Your majesty, power, and 

wonder nor is it fitting for us to try.  
But Your mercy reaches from the heavens 

through the clouds to the earth below.  
You have come to us as a small child,  

but you have brought us the greatest of all gifts, 
the gift of eternal love.  

Caress us with Your tiny hands,  
embrace us with Your tiny arms  

and pierce our hearts with Your soft, sweet 
cries. 

 
As always, the Bethlehem Chapel doors are 
open, and we welcome all to come and join us 
in our services. May the Lord bless you and 
keep you. 
 

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda i chi i 
gyd. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DID YOU 
KNOW 

The First World War 
was responsible for the death of 18 million lives. 
Of the 18 million deaths, about 11 million were 
military and about 7 million were civilians. 

 

“I stopped believing in Santa 
Claus when I was six. Mother 

took me to see him in a 
department store, and he 
asked for my autograph.” – 

Shirley Temple 
 



 
 

Pleser yw llongyfarch ein pobl ifanc ar eu 
llwyddiant yn yr haf.  Bellach, mae Osian a 
Dafydd yn astudio ar gyfer Safon Uwch yn y 
Strade ac mae Bethan newydd ddechrau ar 
gwrs meddygaeth yn y brifysgol yng 
Nghaerdydd.  Dymunwn yn dda i bob un 
ohonynt a hefyd i Ffion sydd newydd ddechrau 
ei gyrfa yn y Strade.  
 

Pan gyhoeddwyd rhifyn yr Hydref o Bonau, 
roeddem yn dechrau meddwl am ailgychwyn 
oedfaon yn Libanus ond yn anffodus, ni fu 
hynny’n bosibl oherwydd y cynnydd yn nifer yr 
achosion o Covid 19.  Ar adeg ysgrifennu 
rydym dan gyfyngiadau pellach a does dim 
syniad gyda ni sut bydd pethau erbyn cyhoeddi 
rhifyn y Nadolig.  Yn bendant, ni fydd 
cyngherddau Nadolig na chanu carolau eleni 
ond tybed a fydd modd i ni dreulio amser 
gyda’n teuluoedd a’n ffrindiau? 
 

Nadolig 2020 
Fel arfer, Nadolig yw’r dod ynghyd yn 
deuluoedd,perthnasaua ffrindiau i ddangos 
cariad at ein gilyddmewn anrheg a chân i 
gydlawenhaubod Mab Duw wedi ei eni yn 
blentyn. 
 

Ond sut Nadolig fydd eleni yn eich cartref di? 
A fydd teulu yno’n gwmni? A fydd chwerthin, 
hwyl a miri? Neu, ai unig fydd y dathlu yn eich 
cartref chi? 
 

Eleni, helpa ni, Arglwyddi ymdopi heb ein 
teuluoedd, perthnasaua ffrindiau ac i gofioteulu 
Mair a Joseff, y babi newydd a symlrwydd y 
Nadolig cyntaf. 
 

Diolch Arglwydd am yr holl garedigrwydd yng 
nghalonnau pobl adeg y Nadolig, a thrwy gydol 
y flwyddyn ryfedd hon. Diolch am y rhai sy’n 
cynorthwyo’r tlawd, y difreintiediga’r rhai sy’n 
sâl. 
 

Bendithia bob plentyn newydd-anedig a bydd 
gyda’r rhai sy’n wynebu angau. 
Ti, O Dduw yr holl genhedloedd sy’n edrych 
arnom nawr yn nuwch yr erchylltra sy’n bygwth 
daear lawr. Rho ymwybyddiaeth newydd i bawb 
o bob rhyw dras, mai cariad at ein cyd-ddyn yw 
gwir ffynhonnell gras. 

O.E.D. 

The Oxford English 
Dictionary is one of the 
most popular 
dictionaries in the 
world, but the initial 
plans took a lot longer 
than anticipated. It was decided by members of 
the Philological Society of London that the 
existing dictionaries were not complete enough, 
and an agreement was made with the Oxford 
University Press in 1879 to begin work on what 
is now known as the Oxford English Dictionary.  

The plan was to create a 6,400-page 
compilation of all vocabulary, with a projected 
timeframe of ten years. James A.H. Murray, 
who led the project, realized it would take much 
longer than planned when, after five years of 
work with his colleagues, they had only gotten 
up to the word “ant”. It took over forty years to 
complete the dictionary, with Murray overseeing 
an entire team on the project.  

Unfortunately, Murray didn’t live to see the final 
result of his work. He died in 1915, over thirty 
years after he first started working on the 
project. The first version of the Oxford English 
Dictionary was released in April 1928, with over 
400,000 words spanning over ten volumes. 
After its release, work immediately began on 
the next edition.  

(Source: Fun Knowledge Encyclopaedia) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DID YOU 
KNOW 

Out of all of the 
different species of animals that exist in the 
world, us humans are one of only three species 
in existence that have the ability to laugh. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the chimpanzee is 
another of the three species, thanks to us being 
related to them. The third and final one is the 
rat. 

Quite why this is the case is something that 
science has not yet managed to unpick.  

Christmas is the season when you 
buy this year’s gifts with next 

year’s money. 
 

THE BARN OWL 
(Tyto Alba) 

A local lockdown treat for October has been 
the regular sighting of a Barn Owl seen 

hunting/quartering 
around fields 
adjacent to Pwll 
coastal path. 
 

The Barn Owl is a 
Bird of Prey with a 
heart-shaped face 
and is known for 
hunting usually at 
dusk, it has a pale 
body and long 
wings. It will hover 

above its prey before diving on it, relying on its 
incredibly sophisticated hearing. The Barn Owl 
feeds mostly on voles, frogs or insects.  They 
will nest in a hole in the tree, a barn or a ruined 
building.  

(Article submitted by Jay Thomas) 
 
 
 

 
 

As promised, the 
Llanelli Rural 
Council grounds 
maintenance team 
strimmed all the 
grass in our corner 
in October, following 
which we spent 

three days raking off as much of the grass as 
we could, in order to encourage more flowers 
for more pollinators.  Thanks to the publicity in 
Anne's Pwll Village Notice Board facebook 
page, we have gained some more local 
volunteers.  We had excellent weather this year 
and it was a wonderful way to get some 
exercise during the Llanelli lockdown.  Many 
thanks to all those who came to help. 
 

I am pleased to report that several Stonechats 
have been frequenting the tree enclosure.  
They are small orangey-brown birds, the male 
having a black head and white collar, eating 
mainly invertebrates and seeds.  An amazing  
 
147 Pied Wagtails 
were also recorded  
around the park in  
October.  Lots of  
field mice and  
caterpillars were  
spotted during the  
strimming, and a  
frog was  
discovered while  
we were raking.  
So nice to see more 
wildlife arriving in 
what was previously  
an unused area of  
short grass. 
 

Anyone wanting to get involved in the 
management of this corner can contact 
Veronica:       hainesveronica@hotmail.com. 
 
 
 

 

 

DOLPHINS RESCUE HUMANS 

Tales of dolphins saving people go back 
thousands of years. In ancient Greece, Plutarch 
wrote of a fisherman carried to shore by 
dolphins after his boat overturned. Through the 
centuries, there have been reports of dolphins 
forming a ring around people threatened by 
sharks. Other reports describe dolphins leading 
rescuers to a stranded swimmer or boater or 
guiding a person to shore. There are also 
stories of dolphins protecting other marine 
mammals under attack by predators. (Source: 
National Geographic) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
(Above: Female Stonechat) 
 

Photo: Jay Thomas 

“Christmas is a baby shower that 
went totally overboard.” – Andy 

Borowitz 

“Aren’t we forgetting the true 
meaning of Christmas. You know, 

the birth of Santa?” – Matt 
Groening 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

As I am writing 
this article we are 
going into another 
complete lockdown. 
So many words are 

being used in our everyday language 'social 
distancing', 'bubble', 'circuit breaker', ' 
quarantine', 'self isolation', 'rule of six' to 
mention just a few. Although we have not been 
able to meet up in a large group indoors we 
have kept in touch with each other by text, 
whatsapp, facebook and of course the old 
fashion landline.   
 

Chris our President was successful in obtaining 
a grant from 'Local Places for Nature' 
community initiative to restore and enhance the 
environment. In mid October a small group of  
members with the help of Dan Snaith 
completed a flower and plant bed on the land 
near the turning down to the Pavilion. A variety 
of flowers and plants were planted in the bed - 
wild carrot, clematis, broom, lavender, 
snowdrops, bluebells just to name a few. We all 
enjoyed and were very happy with what we 
achieved. It must be noted that we carried out 
this activity with social distancing in mind and 
all wore masks. Chris commented "A great 
sunny afternoon to enable members to get busy 
with the Keep Tidy Wales Project. Many thanks 
to Dan Snaith for his professional guidance. 
Members dug and planted.......well pleased with 
the result and privileged to enhance our 
village."  

 
 

Another project Pwll W.I. have been involved in 
during lockdown is the Samaritans Christmas 
shoebox appeal. We have donated to this 
annual project for a few years. The boxes are 
filled with toys and gifts for boy/girl and 

appropriate age. We were successful in 
donating thirteen boxes to this worthy appeal. 
 

For 70 years, Denman College in Oxfordshire 
has provided a safe haven for women and men 
to learn new skills, make new friends and have 
restful breaks. However it has been decided to 
close the 'W.I. College'. The college was named 
after Lady Denman, the first Chairman of the 
NFWI. During the pandemic members have 
been able to access virtual courses for £5.00. 
These range from cookery courses, craft 
demonstration, history lessons and activities for 
all the family. Members in Carmarthenshire will 
have fond and happy memories of this beautiful 
place. Many Pwll W.I. members visited Denman 
on an organised Carmarthenshire Federation 
Day. Chris Wheeler-Jones has visited on 
numerous occasions and the courses have 
included ukulele playing, gardening, calligraphy, 
walking where the Vicar of Dibley was filmed, 
public speaking and assertiveness training. 
Also Charlie, a new member says "I'm actually 
a serial Denmaner. After winning my previous 
W.I. bursary for my original visit.....it set me on 
the road for 13 courses (and now 3 cancelled 
courses) and some great countrywide 
friendships."  
Due to the continuing Covid 19 regulations and 

the fact that Bronwydd 
Hall is still closed a 
zoom meeting was 
provided from 10am till 
12noon. The meeting 
included a word from 
all sub-committees 
and the speaker was 
Mair Stephens, Chair 
of Wales. Mair is in her 
last year as Chair of 
Wales, well known to 
us all as an Adviser 
and past County 
secretary of this  

Above: Sue's garden             Federation. 
           creation               
 

 
At the time of writing, the programme organised 
by the Carmarthenshire Federation has been 
suspended. In Wales we are unable to hold any 
meetings of any kind indoors while the 
restrictions are in place. Pwll W.I. (Pwll 
Women's Institute) has a page on facebook 
which is updated regularly. 
 

Keep safe - Cadwch yn ddiogel 
 

THE LEGEND OF  
CHRISTMAS 
STOCKINGS 

  

All of us have heard the 
line “the stockings were 
hung by the chimney with 

care”; however, do you know the origin of this 
unique tradition?  
 There are different customs associated with 
the hanging of the stockings such as in some 
countries shoes were placed near the fireplace 
on Christmas Eve, in others, stockings were 
hung by the end of the bed, and the idea of a 
“lump of coal” for children on the naughty list 
comes from Italy. However, today, not too many 
people use the Christmas stocking for much 
more than a Christmas decoration.  
 

With all of these variations floating around, 
where did the legend begin? As the legend 
goes, a gentle and kind nobleman was living 
alone with his three daughters after his wife 
died from illness. He lost all of his money from 
bad business dealing and useless inventions 
and found himself and his daughters living in a 
peasant’s cottage with his daughters doing all 
the cleaning, cooking, and sewing.   
 

As his daughters got older and it was time for 
them to marry, the man became very 
depressed. He knew his daughters would not 
be able to marry without dowries, money, and 
property to give to the new husband’s family.  
 One night, the three girls washed their clothing 
and hung their stockings over the fireplace for 
them to dry. Later that evening, while everyone 
was sleeping Saint Nicholas, stopped by the 
once nobleman’s house. Saint Nicholas knew 
the desperation of the father, when he spied  
the girl’s stockings over the fireplace. Saint 
Nicholas had a wonderful idea; he took three 
bags of gold from his pouch and threw them 
one by one down the chimney. Each bag of 
gold landed in one stocking after the other until 
all three stockings had one bag of gold.   
  

The next morning, the man’s daughters found 
the gold in their stockings, which was enough 
for each one of them to get married.   
 

The nobleman lived a very long and happy life 
seeing all three daughters happily married. 
 
 

EPIPHANY 
Epiphany, 6th January, is the traditional end of 
the Christmas holiday and is the date on which 
we take down the tree and decorations. To do 
so earlier is thought to bring bad luck for the 
rest of the year. 
 

From the middle 
ages until the 
mid-nineteenth 
century, Twelfth 
Night was more 
popular than 
Christmas day, 

and even today some countries celebrate 
Epiphany as the most important day of the 
Christmas season. 
 

MORE 
CRACKER 

JOKES – For 
the kids! 

 
 

What’s every elf’s favourite type of music? 
Wrap. 
 

What do you get when you cross a 
snowman and a vampire? 
Frostbite 

 

 

THE FIRST EVER CHRISTMAS 
CARD 

 

 
 

The first commercial Christmas card was 
commissioned by Henry Cole in 1843. He 
ordered 1,000 copies of the card designed by 
John C Horsley which depict a family enjoying a 
festive drink together. 



SOME 
CHRISTMAS 

MYTHS 
 

The Three Wise Men appeared at Jesus’ 
birth - As per the Book of Matthew, the wise 
men came from the east to Jerusalem bearing 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh for the 
baby Jesus – but it never specifies how many of 
them. There is also no mention of baby Jesus 
while he lay sleeping in a manger.   

Christmas is the most important Christian 
holiday - No, actually, it’s not. Sure, Christmas 
is the time when Christians celebrate the birth 
of Jesus and it’s undoubtedly a very important 
event. But Easter, which commemorates Jesus’ 
rising from the dead into the eternal life, is 
much more celebrated around the world. The 
Easter season lasts about two months, much 
longer than Christmas. 

Boxing Day is for 
boxing up unwanted 
presents - Many people 
reckon that Boxing day 
is the day to box up all 

those pressies you don’t want and return them 
to the shops. That might be what many people 
do nowadays, but it’s not where it all came 
from. Boxing Day actually began in the Middle 
Ages in the UK, as this was the day that 
churches opened their collection boxes, from 
which they would distribute money to the poor.   

Christmas is a peak time for suicides - It’s 
often said, but there is no truth in this 
whatsoever. Research suggests there is no real 
peak in suicides over Christmas, and that 
increased social interaction has the opposite 
effect and makes people feel more cheery and 
positive. 

Prince Albert invented the 
Christmas tree - Tradition 
suggests that the husband 
of Queen Victoria brought 
the Christmas tree to 
England from his native 
Germany for the first time in 
1848. There is evidence, 
however, that people in 

Britain had already been observing this tradition 
for around 100 years previous to this. 

Santa Claus Is St Nicholas - Nope, different 
fella, folks. St Nicholas was in fact a bishop in 
Turkey during the 4th Century who would leave 
money in the stockings of poor people. 
December 6 is St Nicholas Day. Some time 
much later, Europeans morphed St Nicholas 
into Father Christmas, who them became Santa 
Claus.  

Jesus was an only child - Although Jesus was 
the only child Mary had as a result of a direct 
work of the Holy Spirit, there is no basis for 
suggesting that she and Joseph did not have 
further children by natural means. In fact, the 
Bible makes several references to Jesus’ 
brothers, indicating that he grew up surrounded 
by siblings. 

Jesus was born on December 25 - The truth 
is, no one knows for sure. The Bible does not 
give a date – or even a month – and while, yes, 
Jesus could have been born on December 25, 
it’s highly unlikely. What the Bible does say is 
that during Jesus’ birth, shepherds were in their 
fields. But here’s the thing, it’s cold in 
Bethlehem in December and nothing much 
grows there then, so it was normal to shelter 
their sheep and stay wrapped up indoors. Also, 
the Bible says Mary and Joseph were travelling 
to take part in a census. Back then, the 
censuses usually took place in September or 
October. As such, most scholars agree that 
Jesus was born sometime near the end of 
September. 

Jesus was born in a stable 
- That’s been the official line 
for hundreds of years, but is 
it true? The story goes that 
Jesus was born in a barn, 
surrounded by farm animals 
and shepherds because 
there was no room at the 

inn. Minister and biblical scholar Reverend Ian 
Paul insists Jesus Christ was not born in a 
stable, but in a busy room in a family home. He 
says the misconception comes from poor 
translation of the original Greek text, which 
made it sound as if the birth took place amid 
farm animals in a barn or stable. The Greek 
word ‘kataluma’, he says, was wrongly 
translated as ‘inn’. He says the word actually 
means ‘private room’ or ‘lodging’. 

 
 
 
 

St DWYNWEN’S 
DAY 

St Dwynwen’s Day is 
celebrated in Wales on 25 
January.  

St Dwynwen is the Welsh 
patron saint of lovers, which makes her the 
Welsh equivalent of St Valentine. 

Dwynwen lived during the 5th century and 
legend has it that she was one of the prettiest of 
Brychan Brycheiniog’s 24 daughters. Dwynwen 
fell in love with a prince called Maelon Dafodrill, 
but unfortunately her father had already 
arranged that she should marry someone else. 

Dwynwen was so upset that she could not 
marry Maelon that she begged God to make 
her forget him. After falling asleep, Dwynwen 
was visited by an angel, who appeared carrying 
a sweet potion designed to erase all memory of 
Maelon and turn him into a block of ice. 

God then gave three wishes to Dwynwen. Her 
first wish was that Maelon be thawed; her 
second that God meet the hopes and dreams of 
true lovers; and third, that she should never 
marry. All three were fulfilled, and as a mark of 
her thanks, Dwynwen devoted herself to God’s 
service for the rest of her life. 

She founded a convent on Llanddwyn, off the 
west coast of Anglesey, where a well named 
after her became a place of pilgrimage after her 
death in 465AD. Visitors to the well believed 
that the sacred fish or eels that lived in the well 
could foretell whether or not their relationship 
would be happy and whether love and 
happiness would be theirs. Remains of 
Dwynwen’s church can still be seen today. 

The popularity and celebration of St Dwynwen’s 
Day has increased considerably in recent 
years. So why wait until St Valentine’s Day to 
make your romantic feelings known, when you 
can wish your loved one ‘dwi’n dy garu di ‘ (I 
love you) three weeks earlier? 

(Source: historic-uk.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

St VALENTINE’S DAY 

 

February 14th is St Valentine’s Day and if 
you’re a little stuck on what to say to that girl 
you’ve been fancying all this time take a lesson 
from these children: -  

“I love beefburgers, I like you!” - Eddie, age 6   

“You are my darling even though you also know 
my sister." - Larry, age 8   

“I am in love with you most of the time, but don't 
bother me when I'm with my friends." - Bob, age 
9   

“How can I love you when you're always picking 
your nose?" - Arnold, age 10   

“Honey, I got your curly hair and your Nintendo 
on my mind." - Stuart, age 9   

“Hey, baby, I don't like girls, but I'm willing to 
forget you are one!" - Will, age 7   

(Some great chat up lines here! Let us know if you use 
any and if they actually work – Ed) 

 

 

 

 

DAI DRINKING ALONE 

Just before Christmas and Dai was drinking 
alone at the bar of The Colliers’ Arms.  

“How come I never see you in here with Ieuan 
any more?” the barman asks him.  

“Well, would you drink with a bloke who’s a liar, 
always late, borrows money he never pays 
back, never offers to buy a round, is jealous of 
everything you have and as soon as your back 
is turned he tries to chat up your wife and 
daughter?” 

 “Bloody hell, no!” says the barman. 

 “Well, neither would Ieuan.” 

Santa Claus had the right idea. 
Visit people only once a year – 

Victor Borge 

Dogs have beloved masters. 
Cats have waiting staff. 

 



DAI’S WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

Dai and Blodwen had 
been married for fifty 

years. On the night of their wedding 
anniversary, after the celebrations were over, 
they retired to bed in a romantic mood.  

Blodwen said to Dai: “I remember when you 
used to kiss me every chance you had.” Dai 
leaned over and gave her a loving peck on the 
cheek.  

Then Blodwen said, “I also remember when you 
used to hold my hand all the time.” Dai gently 
took her hand in his.  

Blodwen went on: “I also remember how you 
used to nibble my ear and it sent chills up and 
down my spine.” 

Dai got out of bed and walked toward the door. 
As he left the room, Blodwen called after him, 
“Do you need a pee?”  

“No, I’m just going to get my teeth.” 

 
 

COVID-19 
TRACK AND 

TRACE 

Until there is a 
vaccine or treatment for COVID-19, we need to 
stop the spread of coronavirus by testing and 
contact tracing. 

The NHS COVID-19 app is an important part of 
our Test Trace Protect programme to control 
the spread of Covid-19. The app will be used, 
alongside traditional contact tracing, to notify 
users if they come into contact with someone 
who later tests positive for coronavirus. 

The app allows people to report symptoms, 
order a coronavirus test, check in to venues by 
scanning a QR code and it helps the NHS trace 
individuals that may have coronavirus. 

The app will help the NHS understand if the 
virus is spreading in a particular area, and so 
local authorities can respond quickly to stop it 
spreading further and save lives. 

The app does this while protecting a user’s 
anonymity. Nobody, including the government, 
will know who or where a particular user is. 

The app is available for download from 
the Apple app store or Google Play store. 

By downloading and using the app, you can 
help keep your family and friends safe. The 
more people who use the app the greater our 
chances of reducing the spread of the virus. – 
PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE APP 

 
CHRISTMAS 

DID YOU 
KNOW 

The tradition of putting tangerines in stockings 
comes from 12th-century French nuns who left 
socks full of fruit, nuts and tangerines at the 
houses of the poor. 

There is no reference to angels singing 
anywhere in the Bible. 

Nearly 60 million Christmas trees are grown 
each year in Europe. 

Many theologians estimate that Jesus wasn't 
born on December 25 but sometime in 
September between 6BC and 30AD. 

Many parts of the Christmas tree can actually 
be eaten, with the needles being a good source 
of Vitamin C. 

Hanging presents on trees may come from the 
Druids who believed the tree was the giver of all 
good things. 

Christmas pudding was originally a soup 
made with raisins and wine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Never try to teach a pig to sing. 
It only frustrates you and really 
annoys the pig. - Dale Cade 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ROBIN 

 
The orange-red breast is the robin’s most 
conspicuous feature, and indeed was 
responsible for its earlier name. Through its 
friendly familiarity the redbreast became robin-
redbreast, and there is now an increasing 
tendency to drop the redbreast altogether. In 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the same way the pie was called Maggie, but in 
this case both words have been retained in the 
modern name. The Saxon ‘ruddock’ also refers 
to the robin’s red colouring, but this and the 
sixteenth-century ‘robinet’ have disappeared 
from general use.  

 
DAI ON HOLIDAY 

Dai decided on a holiday in Australia. As he 
was going through customs he was stopped by 
immigration control and asked if he had a 
criminal record. “Nah,” Dai replied. “To be 
honest, I didn’t think you needed one any 
more.” 

A PWLL STORY 
An old photograph of 3 young residents of Pwll, taken in 1929 in Basset Terrace. 
 

      
They are from left to right, my father - Thomas Robert Luckraft (pronounced Lukeraft) JOHN 
(5yrs), his brother Russell, (4 yrs) and Percy Lloyd (5yrs) 

My father, He and his brother lived with Uncle Oscar and Auntie Glenys next door but one to 
the old Billiard HALL (JACK'S) following the death of their mother.  He joined the RAF during 
WW2, taking his initial training at the gunnery school at RAF Pembrey, and was a tail gunner in 
Wellingtons and Liberators in Bomber Command.  His first squadron saw service in North 
Africa, and then on to Italy and then through Europe. 

He met my mother Phyllis (nee Williams) a native of Cymmer outside Neath when she was 
serving in the vicinity with the ATS.  They married in 1947, eventually living in Maesyrhaf, Pwll.  
The two sons they had were myself and my younger brother Own Keith. 

 

Robert (Bob) John 



CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS COST 

MONEY 

According to a Christmas 
news story from comparison website, more than 
half of UK families will be installing outdoor 
Christmas lights this festive season, many of 
these for the first time. The survey also 
discovered that the average household expects 
to spend around £236 on the decorations for 
the outside of their house. 

Despite all of this festive cheer, outdoor 
decorations do not always go to plan Will and 
Guy have discovered For example: 6% of those 
questioned said that putting up Christmas lights 
had caused problems with their electrics, while 
5% had an accident while they were either 
putting their lights up or taking them down. 85% 
admitted that they had no idea how much their 
Christmas lights were likely to cost them in 
terms of the extra electricity used. 

"Gocompare" estimated that lights which were 
switched on for 6 hours each day over the 
Christmas period would use an extra 22 days 
worth of electricity. 

The comparison site is urging home owners to 
check their energy deals before they switch on 
their lights to get the best deals available. In 
addition homeowners should take extra care 
when putting up their lights and get an 
electrician in if they are at all unsure about what 
to do. 

 
 

MINCE PIES 
 Mince Pies, like 
Christmas Pudding, were 
originally filled with meat 
such as lamb rather than a 

dried fruit mix as they are today. They were 
also first made in an oval shape to represent 
the manger that Jesus slept in as a baby, with 
the top representing his swaddling clothes.  
Now they are normally made in a round shape 
and are eaten hot or cold.   

A custom from the middle ages says that if you 
eat a mince pie on every day from Christmas to 
Twelfth Night (6th January) you will have 
happiness for the next 12 months! 

TRACK SANTA 

 
 

NORAD (North American Aerospace Defence 
Command) tracks Santa and his sleigh every 
year on radar. 
  

They’ve been doing it for the last 40 years and 
if you don’t believe me then check out their 
website: -  
  

http://www.noradsanta.org 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS 
PRAYER  

 

Dear Father   
 

It is Christmas time again. 
Help me this year to season 
the celebration with reason. 
Teach me to plan with my 

family. May I avoid the clutter that dims my 
vision and burdens my time.  
 

Keep me mindful of my budget and help me to 
remember that a gift selected with love tugs 
forever at the heartstrings. Shame me for past 
extravagance.  
 

Remind me to decorate in good taste, 
treasuring all of the past blending it with the 
new, but holding steadfast to reason. Keep me, 
dear Father, from strain lest I stray from all thy 
teachings.   
 

Guide me to the light of Christmas. Help me 
keep a candle's flame of that light as a constant 
reminder of my goal . . . eternity.   
 

I pray for thy love and help, in the name of thy 
beloved Son whose birthday we are observing.   
 

Amen.    (Author Unknown)  

 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON SANTA 
(Also known as St Nicholas) 

  

 

Santa has not always appeared the way we 
think of him today. The first well-known gift-
giver was a true person - St. Nicholas. He lived 
in Myra (today we know it as Turkey) in about 
300 A.D. Born an only child of a wealthy family, 
he was orphaned at an early age when both 
parents died of the plague. He grew up in a 
monastery and at the age of 17 became one of 
the youngest priests ever. Many stories are told 
of his generosity as he gave his wealth away in 
the form of gifts to those in need, especially 
children. Legends tell of him either dropping 
bags of gold down chimneys or throwing the 
bags through the windows where they landed in 
the stockings hung from the fireplace to dry. 
Some years later Nicholas became a bishop - 
hence the bishop's hat or mitre, long flowing 
gown, white beard and red cape. After his death 
he was elevated to sainthood. Eventually the 
Catholic Church started celebrating Christmas 
and St. Nicholas was incorporated into the 
season. 
  

When the Reformation took place, the new 
Protestants no longer desired St. Nicholas as 
their gift-giver as he was too closely tied to the 
Catholic Church. Therefore, each country or 
region developed their own gift-giver. In France 
he was known as Pere Noel. In England he was 
Father Christmas (always depicted with sprigs 
of holly, ivy or mistletoe). Germany knew him as 
Weihnachtsmann (Christmas man). When the 
communists took over in Russia and outlawed 
Christianity, the Russians began to call him 
Grandfather Frost, who wore blue instead of the 
traditional red. To the Dutch, he was 
Sinterklaas (which eventually was 
mispronounced in America and became Santa 
Claus).  

 

These Santas were arrayed in every colour of 
the rainbow - sometimes even in black. But they 
all had long white beards and carried gifts for 
the children.  
  

The Santa we know today had his beginnings in 
1823 with Clement C. Moore's "A Visit from St. 
Nicholas" in which he described St. Nicholas as 
"chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf". Forty 
years later, Thomas Nast, political cartoonist, 
created a different illustration each year of 
Santa for the cover of Harper's Weekly. His 
Santa was a plump, jolly old fellow with a white 
beard and smoking a long stemmed pipe.  
  

Finally, from 1931 to 1964, Haddon Sundblom 
created a new Santa each Christmas for Coca-
Cola advertisements that appeared worldwide 
on the back covers of Post and National 
Geographic magazines. This is the Santa we 
know and love today with a red suit trimmed 
with white fur, leather boots and belt, long white 
beard and a pack of toys slung onto his back.  
  
 
 

WHAT IS CHRISTMAS EVE?  
Before International dates, time zones and the 
like were introduced, days used to begin at 
sunset. This meant that the evening was the 
beginning of the day. So Christmas Eve was 
actually Christmas day, back in those days. 
 

Now, because days begin at midnight, 
Christmas Eve falls on December 24. In some 
countries the main celebration of Christmas is 
still held on December 24, after sunset, 
following the old tradition.  
  

 
 

SOME BIRTHS ON 25th 
DECEMBER: 

  
Annie Lennox (1954) 
W C Field (1946)  
Alice Cooper (1945)  
Princess Alexandra (1936)   
Paul Bourget (1935)  
Humphrey Bogart (1899)  
Charles Spencer Chaplin (1889)  
Isaac Newton (1642) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



LITTLE KNOWN CHRISTMAS 
FACTS 

The image of Santa Claus flying his sleigh 
began in 1819 and was created by Washington 
Irving, the same author who dreamt up the 
Headless Horseman. 

The original Rudolph did not have a red nose. 
In that day and age, red noses were seen as an 
indicator of chronic alcoholism and they didn’t 
want him to look like a drunkard. Also, he was 
almost named Reginald or Rollo. 

Some leave food out for Santa Claus’ reindeer 
as Norse children did, leaving hay and treats for 
Odin’s eight-legged horse Sleipnir hoping they 
would stop by during their hunting adventures. 
Dutch children adopted this same tradition, 
leaving food in their wooden shoes for St. 
Nicholas’ horse. 

Between the 16th 
and 19th centuries 
global temperatures 
were significantly 
lower than normal in 
what was known as a 
“little ice age”. Charles 

Dickens grew up during this period and 
experienced snow for his first eight 
Christmases. This “White Christmas” 
experience influenced his writing and began a 
tradition of expectation for the holidays. 

Since 1918 the city of Boston has received a 
giant Christmas tree as a gift from the Canadian 
province of Nova Scotia. Boston lent 
considerable support to the city of Halifax 
during their 1917 explosion and subsequent fire 
disaster. 

In 2010 during the Christmas season, the 
Colombian government decorated jungle trees 
with lights. The trees lit up when the guerrillas 
(terrorists) walked by and banners appeared 
asking them to surrender their arms. The 
campaign convinced 331 guerillas to re-enter 
society and also won an award for strategic 
marketing excellence. 

A U.S. playing card company, manufactured 
cards to give all the POWS in Germany during 

World War II as Christmas presents. These 
cards, when soaked in water, revealed an 
escape route for POWs. The Nazis never knew. 

The three traditional colours of most 
Christmas decorations are red, green and gold. 
Red symbolizes the blood of Christ, green 
symbolized life and rebirth, and gold represents 
light, royalty and wealth. 

In Poland spiders are considered to be 
symbols of prosperity and goodness at 
Christmas. In fact, spiders and spider webs are 
often used as Christmas tree decorations. 
According to legend, a spider wove baby Jesus 
a blanket to keep him warm. 

 
Tinsel was invented in 1610 in Germany and 
was once made of real silver. 

Paul McCartney’s Christmas song is widely 
regarded as the worst of all the songs he ever 
recorded yet he earns $400,000 a year off of it. 

You would have to use your artificial tree for 
more than 20 years for it to be ‘greener’ than 
buying a fresh-cut tree annually. 

Almost 28 sets of LEGO are sold every 
second during the Christmas season. 

Christmas might be a public holiday; however, 
it is not a biblical holy day. The Bible does not 
say anywhere to keep Christmas as a holy day. 

Japanese spend their Christmas Eve eating in 
KFCs. This is a popular tradition in Japan so 
much that customers have to book their seats 2 
months in advance. 

On a Christmas feast in 1377, hosted by King 
Richard II, twenty-eight ox and three hundred 
sheep were eaten. 

Approximately 12 million Turkeys are 
consumed in the U.K. at Christmas. 

LOVE LETTERS AT 
CHRISTMAS 

December 26  
Dearest...Today the postman delivered a 
partridge in a pear tree. What a wonderful 
thoughtful gift! I couldn't have been more 
surprised. With deepest Love and Devotion, 
Sara  
 December 27  
Dearest…Today the postman brought your 
most wonderful gift. Just imagine - two turtle 
doves! I'm delighted at your very sweet gift. 
They are just adorable. I will have to get a cage 
for them. With deepest Love, Sara  
 December 28  
My Dear…Oh! Your third gift arrived! You really 
went too far, I think. I don't deserve such 
generosity - three French hens. They are just 
lovely, but I must protest - you've been way too 
kind. Love, Sara  
 December 29  
Dearest Bill…Today the postman delivered four 
calling birds. Now, really, they're quite nice, but 
now I have 10 birds and nowhere to put any 
more...so please, no more birds!! But, thanks. 
Affectionately, Sara  

 December 30  
My Dearest Bill…What a 
surprise! Another present 
...and not a bird this time! 
Wow! Today the postman 

delivered five golden rings, one for each finger. 
You're just too extravagant. Frankly, all those 
birds squawking were beginning to get on my 
nerves, but the rings are wonderful...and so 
quiet!!  All my love, Sara  
 December 31  
Bill…When I opened the door there were 
actually six geese a-laying on my front steps. 
So you're back to the birds again, huh? Those 
geese are huge! And it was bird poop that they 
were laying...complete with a large count of 
salmonella bacteria. Where will I ever keep 
them? The neighbours are complaining. The 
police came by with a formal complaint, and I 
can't sleep because of the racket. Please stop. 
NO MORE BIRDS!! Cordially, Sara  
 January 1 
 Bill…Happy New Year...to some people. It 
hasn't been so happy with me. What's with you 
and those dumb birds? Seven swans 
aswimming. What kind of practical joke is this? 
There's bird guano all over the house and  
they never stop squawking. I could not sleep all 
night and I'm a nervous wreck. You have gone 

too far, birdbrain. STOP SENDING BIRDS. NO 
MORE BIRDS!! GOT IT? Sincerely, Sara  
 January 2  

 
William …I think I prefer the birds. What am I 
going to do with eight maids a-milking? It's not 
enough with all those birds and eight maids 
amilking, but they had to bring their cows. Have 
you ever smelled a yard full of cow patties? 
Their piles are all over the lawn, and I can't 
move in my own house. Leave me alone. NO 
MORE OF YOUR "GIFTS". Signed: Sara  
 January 3  
Are you some kind of freak? Now there's nine 
ladies dancing...right in the smelly you-
knowwhat and tracking it all over my house. 
The way they've been bickering with the milk 
maids, I hesitate to even call them ladies. You'll 
get yours, buddy. Sara  
 January 4  
What's with the ten lords a-leaping? I have 
threatened to break their legs so that they can 
never leap again. All 23 of the birds are dead. 
They've been trampled to death by the leapers, 
the dancers, and the cows. The cows are 
mooing all night having gotten diarrhoea. My 
living room is a sewer! I'm filing a complaint to 
the police about you! Signed: One who means 
it.  
 January 5  
Now there are eleven pipers piping. And they 
never stop piping...except when they're chasing 
those maids or dancing girls. The cows are 
getting very upset and are sounding worse than 
the birds ever did. What am I going to do? 
There is a petition going around to evict me 
from the neighbourhood. I hope you're satisfied, 
you rotten, vicious swine. Your sworn enemy, 
Sara  
 January 6  
This is to acknowledge your latest gift of twelve 
drummers drumming which you have seen fit to 
inflict on our client, Miss Sara Truelove. The 
damage, of course, was total. She was found 
beating her head against the wall to the beat of 
the twelve drums. If you should attempt to 
reach Miss Truelove at Happy Glen 
Sanatorium, the attendants have instructions to 
shoot you on sight. 



UNDERSTANDING 
ROMAN 

NUMERALS 

Knowing Roman numerals enables you to 
read certain clocks and chapter titles, and the 
year in movie credits, for example. Roman 
numerals use a numbering technique based 
on seven letters: I, V, X, L, C, D and M. The 
symbol I represents a value of 1; V represents 
5; X represents 10; L represents 50; C 
represents 100; D represents 500 and M 
represents 1000. 

When the symbol has a greater value than the 
symbol after it, add the symbols, such as: XI 
= X + I = 10 + 1 = 11. When the symbol has a 
lesser value than the symbol after it, subtract 
the symbol with the lesser value from the 
symbol with the greater value: IX = X – I = 10 
- 1 = 9. When the symbols have equal value, 
add them: XX = X + X = 10 + 10 = 20. 

(Source: sciencing.com) 

 

 

 

A PAWN IS NOT 
JUST A PAWN 

The game of chess is enjoyed 
by millions of people around the world, and you 
will perhaps be familiar with the various pieces 
that are placed on the board. The most 
numerous is clearly the pawn, but did you know 
that each pawn used to have its own name 
when we go back in time? 

The time we are talking about is the Middle 
Ages, and it was decided that each pawn 
should be given a name.  

They used titles referring to different jobs or 
industries at the time. That meant you had a 
pawn that was the agricultural worker, the 
farrier, an innkeeper, a businessman, and so 
on.  

The only problem was that the names just 
never really made it to the extent that they were 
hoping and they faded away into relative 
obscurity. By the end of it all, the pawns were 
just known as a pawn and nothing else.  

(Source: The Fun Knowledge Encyclopaedia©) 

THE PRE-PACKED 
SANDWICH 

In Spring 1980, the first pre-
packaged sandwich arrived 
on the shelves of Marks & 
Spencer, with the price of 
one sandwich costing just 
43pence!  

It wasn’t first understood why 
customers would buy 
something that could easily 
be made at home, but the 

idea, soon spread and the packaged sandwich 
rapidly redefined a way of living and working. 
Soon every supermarket was to jump on the 
trend and packaged sandwiches can now be 
found in almost every food-to-go operator. 

Still to this day the sandwich is continually 
growing in popularity, with more diverse and 
delicious ingredients than ever, such as 
charcoal bread and even spaghetti.  

Sandwich Facts 

– An average sandwich takes 5 minutes to 
consume 
– 4,000,000,000 sandwiches are purchased 
from UK retail or catering outlets each year 
– The sandwich industry in the UK is worth an 
estimated £8bn a year and employs around 
325,000 people 

– Brits buy more than 3.5 billion sandwiches 
every year 

(Source: jellybeancreative.co.uk) 

 
 

DAI AND THE ANGEL 
Huw, Ieuan and Dai are fishing when an angel 
appears. 
Huw says, “I’ve suffered from back pain for 
years. Can you help me?” 
The angel touches Huw’s back, and he feels 
instant relief. 
Ieuan points to his thick glasses and begs for a 
cure for his poor eyesight. When the angel 
tosses the glasses into the lake, Ieuan gains 
20/20 vision. 
As the angel turns to Dai, he instantly recoils 
and screams, “Don’t touch me! I’m on 
disability!” 

 
 

 

Letters written to Santa. 

Spelling mistakes 

included. 

Dear Santa, 
You better bring my pony this year or there will 
be consequences. 

Dear Santa, 
I really do beleve in you. How are Mrs Clasu 
doing. 
I’ll get to the point, I WOULD LIKE A GETO 
BLASTER PLEAS! 

Dear Santa, 
There is one thing I want for Christmas Summer 
vacation. 
That one thing is to bring Leonardo Dicaprio to 
my house because I think he is cute and I 
would like to meat him. If you can do that, I 
would be SO GRATEFUL!!! THANKS SANTA 

Dear Santa, 
I don’t want all the other nine (9) things on the 
list I sent to my father (dad).  I only want the 
puppy. 
Every time I think about not getting a puppy it 
makes me sadder and sadder. I just want one 
little puppy. Just one. All I’m asking for is one 
little puppy. Perhaps a Labrador, German 
shepdog or a husky.  
Thank you if I discover a puppy in a box under 
a tree.  
Love Emily 

Dear Santa 
Please leave before 6:00 am My alarm goes of 
at 6:00 
P.S my stocking is on the left 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Dear Santa 

Not saying I don’t believe in you but could you 
sign this paper to make me believe in you more 
Adam 

Santa    I have never even seen a reindeer 
eye to eye Please leave Rudolph on my 
doorstep 
Sinecerley Lilli 

Dear Santa 
Sorry about the cookies we didn’t have any and 
our Gingerbread make us vomit. 
Sincerely 
PS Kier wrote this letter 

Dear Santa 
I have three words to tell you. I Hate You. You 
Santa did not give me the toys I wanted for 
Christmas. When I take a photo with you the 
only person I know’s you Santa are not real. 
You are just a man in a suit that acts like Santa. 
Sorry 

Dear Santa, 
How are you? Well, enough chit-chat. Lets get 
down to business. This year I want… 

1. A big Space Lego set 
2. Some jelly beans 
3. A sharks jacket and hat 
4. An AK-47 assult rifle 
5. Any Nintendo games 

Sorry, but you need a diet. So I got you a 
banana. You don’t need a drink for a banana – 
Love, The Kids! 

Dear Santa, (AKA Mom and Dad) 
I HATE YOU, AND I HATE CHRISTMAS. YOU 
RUINED IT! 

Dear Santa 
How are you? If you can not buy what I wont 
take it easy on your self Just give me tens and 
ones of money. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Bônau Cabbage Patch is published and issued by The Pwll Action Committee. The editors are: Peter Kent  
(53 Pwll Road - 755260)  & Jeff Williams (81 Pwll Road - 777420). Please submit your reports, articles etc to either editor or any other 

committee member. Hand written reports are OK – we’ll type them up for you. Please ensure you include your name, address and 
telephone number so we can contact you just in case we need clarification or we can’t read your writing! You can also contact the 

magazine by e-mail at: pwllmag@gmail.com 
 

 Closing date for submissions of articles, reports etc for the Spring edition is noon 22nd January 2021  –  
amended adverts by 20th  January 2021. 

 

Any views and opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Pwll Action Committee. 
http://www.pwllmag.co.uk 

 

Copyright exists on all articles and photographs published in this magazine. All photos and articles copyrighted © by their respective 
owners. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


